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PEEFACE. 



The editor's best thanks are due to the Council of King's 
College, Cambridge, for permission to make and publish 
extracts from the rolls formerly belonging to the Abbey of 
Bee ; to Mr. C. E. Grant, of the same college, for helping 
him to avail himself of that permission ; to the Rev. W. 
Hudson of Norwich for hospitably introducing him to the 
archives of that city; to Dr. Bensly, Chapter Clerk of 
Norwich Cathedral, for allowing him to see the rolls belong- 
ing to the Chapter ; to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
for a sight of the very ancient accounts of the Bishop of 
Winchester's estates ; to the Rev. J. A. Bennett, of South 
Cadbury Rectory, Bath, for kindly sending him a transcript 
of some of those accounts ; to the Right Honourable Lord 
Justice Sir Edward Fry, to Mr. Stuart Moore, to the 
Principal Librarian of the British Museum, to Mr. Walford 
Selby, Mr. Scargill Bird, and Mr. J. M. Thompson of the 
Record Office, for putting him on the track of early rolls ; to 
Professor Thayer of Harvard and Mr. J. Round for valuable 
suggestions; to Mr, P. E. Dove, the Honorary Secretary of 
the Society, for ever ready assistance ; and to Dr. Skeat for 
help in matters of etymology — help very generously given. 
He has further to confess to having had the inestimable 
advantage of seeing in manuscript some part of a book 
which it is to be hoped will very soon be before the public, 
a book in which Dr. Paul VinogradofT of Moscow will deal 
at length with the English Manor as it was in the thirteenth 
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and cArlicr ccnluriefl. lie wiHhes to nay thoroforo tluit 
thouf^h he htis^ endeavoured to refrain from forefltalling bis 
friend and fellow labourer, he is well aware tliat al>oui 
several points touched by the following Introductions, in 
particular al)out the privileges of the tenants on the an- 
cifnt demesne, his opinions would hardly l>c what they 
are ha<l he not enjoyed the RfKnl fortune of conversing 
with Dr. VinogradoflT and reading parts of his yet unpub- 
lished work. 
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Turning now for a while from the records of the king's ncooni^of 

,, the Im*!il 

courts to the records of the local courts, the Society is wnru. 
putting the sickle into an abundant harvest and one that 
will not easily be reaped. 

How best to garner the great mass of information con- rmpowin 

'^ ^ for (Icnling 

tained in the manorial rolls so as to render it available for «^^'' i' • 

students of legal history is a grave question. More than 
one course should be pursued. In the first place it would 
be well to pick out a few selected manors, to select them 
because they have unusually complete and continuous re- 
cords, and then to print those records in full. There are 
several difficult problems that could only be solved by such 
a procedure; in particular there is the great problem of 
customary tenure — How far was it really precarious, how 
far was * the will of the lord ' tempered or controlled by 
*the custom of the manor'? Only by watchmg sopic 
group of manors decade by decade and year by year shall 
we be able to give this question its full answer, for these 
rolls are taciturn, they do not easily yield up their testi- 
mony, but must be examined and cross-examined. They 
state no general doctrines as to the heritability or alien- 
abihty of the customary tenements, and only by a careful 
comparison of the names of tenants, the amounts of the 
fines on admittance and other small details shall we obtain 
secure information as to the true and practical nature of 
the tenure. A few sets of rolls completely printed beginning 
in the tliirteenth and ending in, let us say, the sixteenth 
century, would be of inestimable value, especially if they 
began with surveys or * extents * and ended with maps. 



Zli PLACITA IN CURIIS MAQNATUM ANOLIE. 

Tho work of editing such rolls would be best done by one 
who had not only plenty of leisure but also an intimate 
knowledge of and a special interest in the villages with 
which he would have to deal. Another task which might 
be undertaken, and one which perhaps would fall more 
perfectly within the programme of the Selden Society; 
would be that of making a full calendar or abstract of all 
the very earliest rolls. A calendar or abstract made in 
English, but giving (he original text of all entries of critical 
importance, would probably be enough, for of course the 
rolls contain a great deal that is 'common form* and a 
volume which gives both text and translation covers but 
little ground. 
SSk^'"'*' But on the present occasion and by way of first experi- 

ment neither of these courses has been taken. The idea 
which has governed the making of this book is that of fairly 
representing some early and typical rolls of several very 
different kinds, the rolls of ordinary manorial courts, the 
rolls of a great honour, the rolls of a court on the royal 
demesne, the rolls of an ancient hundred court fallen into 
private hands, the rolls of the court of a fair. In carrying 
out this idea of a just representation it has been necessary 
to print some matter which in itself is dull and monotonous; 
a book full of curiosities would be a very unfair representa- 
tive of what went on in the local courts. We cannot form 
a true notion of them unless we know how they did their 
ordinary work, and this we cannot know until we have 
mastered their common forms. 

Th*pr«rHro At prcscut it would scem that half a century or there- 
of rnrolliDK 

pi(M; iu alx)uts passed away before the local courts began to follow 
the example set by the royal tribunal and to put their pro- 
ceedings into writing. We have secondary evidence that 
the Abbot of Ramsey had begun to keep court rolls as early 
as 1239, for a copy of some entries from a roll of that date 
is found in the cartulary of the Abl>oy and is already in 
print.* At present the oldest specimen of a court roll that 
I have seen is one which belonged to the Abbot of Bee, and 

> Ctft Baim. t 428. 
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which now belongs to King's College, Cambridge ; it begins 
in 1246. The rolls of Letcombe Kegis which begin in 1267 
were the oldest known to Sir Francis Palgrave.* But it is 
very likely that there are yet older rolls in existence. It 
will be remembered that we are not now dealing with docu- 
ments which ought by rights to be among the national 
archives, and that therefore no final or approximately final 
judgment as to the whereabouts of the earliest roll can be 
passed until, not only the Record OiSce and the British 
Museum, but also the libraries and muniment rooms of 
colleges and cathedrals and the other lords of manors have 
been thoroughly explored. Fortunate would it be if what 
we have just said would set such lords on proving that we 
have fixed too late a date for the beginning of the practice 
of enrolling manorial pleas and on vying with each other 
for the possession of the very most ancient roll. At present 
it must suffice that about the middle of the thirteenth / 
century not a few of the great religious houses, the most 
prudent and methodical of landlords, were beginning to keep 
written record of what was done in their courts ; but any 
extant series of rolls from that century is in general so dis- 
continuous that we shall probably convey the right notion if 
we say that rolls of Edward I.*s time are rare and that rolls 
of Henry III.'s time are very rare.* 

The appearance of court rolls is to all seeming connected The court 
with the economic movement which has given us our wealth '*^eiteut/'"^ 
of manorial 'extents.' About the middle of the century 
many of the abbeys and other provident landowners were 
taking stock of their possessions, reducing into black and 
white the complicated terms of the customary tenure and 
setting an exact value on every service due from their 



' Publio Record Oflice, Chapter 
House County BagR, Berks, No. 3. 
I have copied these rolls but cannot 
find room for them in this volume. 
Palgrave speaks of them in Ancient 
Kalen lars and Inventories (Kec. 
Com.), i. Ixvi. 

^ With great regret I have to say 
that uiy search for early rolls has not 
been nearly so thorough as I had 



wished it to be. In particular, the 
time that I had set apart for a visit 
to Oxford, where there is great store 
of rolls, was otherwise occupied. I 
have more than once heard of rolls 
of John's reign, but they have 
hitherto retreated before me ; still it 
is quite possible that there are some 
in existence. 



Th«» court 
roll anil ilt« 
Inillir* Ac- 
cent uU. 
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tenants. We can soon sec that the court roll was primarily 
an economic document; its first object was not, as in 
modern times, to afford the villani and custumarii written 
evidence of their title — * tenure by copy of court roll ' or 
even tenure by court roll hod not as yet been conceived ; 
nor was it mainly useful as a formal record of adjudicated 
litigation ; rather it seems intended to serve as a check on 
the manorial officers ; it tells the steward and the lord of the 
occasional profits of the manor, the fines, amercements and 
perquisites which are to be collected by the bailiff or the 
reeve ; this is the original germ which expands and develops 
into a chronicle of all that happens in the court. A reader 
may be asked to have this in mind if he is dissatisfied by 
the meagre brevity of many of the entries here printed. 
He would like to know particulars of the offence for which 
some one is amerced, how it was proved, who delivered 
judgment, and many details of practice and procedure ; but 
the lord cared for none of these things ; enough for him 
that John Miller owed him sixpence and that Robert Smith 
nnd William Reeve were pledges for the payment. We are 
in good luck when we can compare a court roll with an 
extent ; the one supplements the other ; the extent tells us 
of the tenure and the status of the actors who appear on 
the court roll ; the court roll shows us how great or how 
small is the influence which distinctions of tenure and of 
status have on the behaviour of suitors and litigants. The 
extent displays the manor at rest, the court roll the manor 
in motion ; the one is statical, the other d}mamical. 

There is another class of documents besides the ' ex- 
tents ' with which the court rolls are connected, but from 
which they must be distinguished, namely, the accounts of 
the manorial officers. There is in existence, for example, a 
splendid series of rolls containing the accounts of the 
manorial officers of the bishop of Winchester, a series which 
goes back to the episcopate of Peter des Roches and the 
year 1209.' These rolls, worthy of a great prince, seem to 

* In the kf^cping of the EcclesiasUcal Coromitaioners, No. 150,370. I 
have to thank Kir. Bennett of South Cadbiuj Rectorjr for kiodljr inlorminf 
me of the existence of these rolls. 
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be modelled on the royal Pipe Rolls ; they record the pro- 
ceedings of great annual audits at which the reeves of the ^ 
various manors accounted in just the same fashion as that 
in which the king's sheriffs accounted to the Exchequer. 
These accoimts are extremely full and contain many items 
due to the action of the manorial courts, such as fines and 
amercements. Still they are not court rolls. The form 
that they take is that of stating, not that A is amerced, but 
that the reeve of the manor renders an account of, among 
other items, A's amercement. Most valuable though they 
are, they do not fall within the scope of this book. 

The courts with which we have to deal differ so much pian of in. 
from each other in their nature and their powers that it 
has seemed best to preface our extracts from each particular 
set of rolls by a few notes about the court to which they 
belong. Here by way of a more general introduction it 
may be permitted us to raise certain questions suggested 
by the rolls. These questions shall be as to some general 
principles which regulated the existence, jurisdiction and 
procedure of the local courts in the latter half of the thir- 
teenth century — that is to say, at the first moment at which 
we get much information about them. 

The courts then known to the English law, if we leave cift«,iflca- 
out of account the king's courts and the courts christian, ^''"^2?. 
seem to fall into three classes, which we may call re- 
spectively (1) communal, (2) municipal, and (3) seigno- 
rial. The first class includes the county courts and such 
of the hundred courts as had not passed into private 
hands. I have not as yet seen any rolls belonging to 
such courts, and according to a common opinion they 
kept no written records. That opinion however seems 
dis])utable, and on some future occasion we may have the 
good luck to find the rolls of a county court.* Courts of 

' When a hundred court was in family titlo-decds, and therefore may 

private hands, its proceedings were not have been carefully preserved, 

recorded. Surely the sheriff had We might thus explain why none are 

every reason to keep rolls for those forthcoming without supposing that 

courts which were in his hands. Such none over existed, 

rolls however would not serve as The Burton Cartulary, edited by 

VOL. II. a 
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the second or municipal class might be well represented by 
some rolls of Edward I.'s reign, if not of Henry Ill/s ; 
but it has been thought desirable to postpone for some 
future volume the task of showing what was done in the 
chartered cities and boroughs and to confine our attention 
to the o\)cn country. We are then to deal with courts 
which may be called seignorial : they are courts which have 
lords ; we will speak of them as they were at the end of the 
thirteenth century. 



iion of 

•cifrnorial 

coiirU. 



Onr trrhnl- 
caI tcrtiDi 
are moUcm. 



1. 

It is very desirable that wx should fix some date for our 
survey, and so far as may be use only those terms which 
were current at that date ; otherwise we shall bo guilty of 
anachronisms. For example, when we take up a roll of the 
thirteenth century we must not at once insist on an 
answer to the question, Is the court whose work is now 
before us, a court leet, or a court baron, or a customary 
court of a manor? Before so doing we ought to be 
satisfied that these terms were in use among those for 
whose behoof our document was originally written. Now 
the Seldcn Society is as yet too young to allow of our 
speaking very positively on this matter ; but it may well be 
doubted whether any one of these three terms was in 
connnon use even at the end of the thirteenth century. 
The word ' leet * seems to have been confined almost, if not 
altogether, to a district in the east of England.' We have 
in the Hundred liolls and the Placita de Quo Warranto an 
enormous number of entries which most undoubtedly relate 
to the jurisdiction which in later days was the jurisdiction 
of the leets ; but, if I mistake not, the word itself is hardly, 
if ever, used out of Norfolk. The term ' customary court,* 
ruriii ciistutnaria, curia consuetudinaria, I have not yet seen. 
As to ' court baron,' there is more to be said. Doubtless 
according to its etymology it means no more than * the 

Ocnrral Wiotteslcy lor the 8aU i>rocc<Hlingfi. 

Scx^iotj, p. Hit, gives evidence that ' Kee oote A at the end of this 

in 12H0 the- c(»untj court of Staflord- Introduction. 

rhirc kept a written rccoid of its 
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lord's court,' the court of the baron, curia baronis, curia 
domini, la court de seignur, and certainly in the thirteenth 
century it was common enough to speak of the proprietary 
courts generically as curiae baronum, curiae dominorum, 
curiae viagnatum Anglian, Us courtz des seignurs, and to say, 
for example, that a writ of right must be brought in ciuia 
do7ninif en la court de seignur ; ' but such a phrase as * a 
court baron ' which marks oflf one species of proprietary 
courts from other species, such phrases as we find in the 
later Year Books, * il avoit une court baron,* ^ ' en court 
baron de J. T.,' ^ will I believe be looked for in vain. 
Usually one of these proprietary courts describes itself on 
its rolls merely as being the court of a certain person, or 
the court of a certain place, the Court of the Abbot of 
Ramsey, the Court of Broughton, the Court of the Abbot 
of Ramsey at Broughton, or the Uke. Occasionally we find 
more distinctive terms : for example, curia libera Abbatis de 
Glouccstriaf curia viUanoruvif lialimotum, visits franci plegii ; 
of these hereafter. 

It would seem that to a definite classification of courts ciassincn- 

tinn of juris* 

the legal theory of the time had not attained. But at •^«"o"«- 
latest by the beginning of Edward I.'s reign it had attained 
to a definite classification of jurisdictions or of jurisdictional 
rights. These it divided into two classes. On the one hand 
there were the franchises and regalities (libertatcs, regalia) j^^^^ffy^lj^^i 
which, at all events accordmg to the opinion of the king and "k^^- 
his lawyers, could only exist in the hands of a subject by 
virtue of a grant from the crown : — if a subject had them he 
had them as the king's delegate. On the other hand there 
was jurisdiction involved in the mere possession of a manor, 
or in the mere fact of having tenants. The question which 
was constantly raised, raised throughout the length and 
breadth of the land by the rigorous * quo warranto ' inquiry 
of Edward I., was not * What courts has this lord by rights 
—has he a court leet as well as a court baron ? ' but 
* What powers has his court — has he any of the regalia, has 

» See e.g. Bract, f. 329-30; Britton, ii. 32G-9. 
« Y. B. 1 Ed. IV. f. 10, Mich. pi. 19. 
" Y. B. 6 Ed. IV. f. 8, Mich. pi. 9. 

a2 
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he view of frank-pledge, the assize of bread and beer, has he 
infangthief, or has he merely those rights which flow from 
tenure ? * This should be observed, for it has an im- 
portant bearing on the procedure of the courts. We find, 
for example, that a number of petty offences are pre- 
sented and those guilty of them are amerced ; some of these 
offences are merely manorial : the customary tenants have 
j shirked their boon-works or done their ploughing badly ; 
but others of these offences are potty misdemeanours 
against the general law of the realm : this man has com- 
mitted an assault, that man is not in frank-pledge, this 
woman has broken the assize of beer, that woman has 
made too free a use of the English for * mcrctrix * ; but all 
seem to be dealt with indiscriminately and by one pro- 
cedure. The court which had been enforcing the custom 
of the manor did not become some other court when it 
turned to punish breaches of the peace or to adjudicate 
upon actions of debt between the tenants ; a lawyer might 
analyse its powers, might insist that some were royal 
franchises while others were not, but all its powers what- 
ever they might be were used in the mass and apparently 
with little thought as to the various titles by which they 
had been acquired. This indiscriminateness may help us 
to some inferences about the past. It is as we move to- 
wards modern times that a distinction between courts of 
various kinds becomes apparent ; there is the court leet, 
the police court, exercising royal franchises, a court of 
record,' in which, since it is the king*s, jurors shall swear 
that they will keep the king's counsel and proclamation 
shall be made with a triple ' Oyez I ' ; suit to it is ' suit 
royal * ; on the other hand is the court baron, a civil court, 
a court not of record, where no mention shall be made of 
the king*s counsel and where only a single * Oyez ! ' is per- 
missible ; suit to it is ' suit service.* • We may strongly 
suspect that even to the very last these lines of demarca- 
tion were habitually disregarded in practice. In the six- 

' Cokr. lUporip. yiii. 3S a, li. 43 b. about proclamaUon and form of oftih, 
* For ihcM significant little pointa tee Kitchin, Courts, 6 6, 7. 
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teentli century the court at Manchester, whose records are 
now being printed, seems to have been court leet and court 
baron all in one ; the same jurors present that A has made 
an afiiray on B, that B is the heir of C and ought to pay 
relief, that D's yard is in a filthy state.' But if we move 
backwards, even the theoretical differences become less 
obvious ; we find (if I may so speak) a difference between 
functions instead o{ a difference between organs, and, 
whatever the king's lawyers may say, royal and patrimonial 
powers are but little distinguished by those who exercise 
both. It is the stringent ' quo-warranto-ing * which gradu- 
ally brings out distinctions. In Edward I.*s time we can 
see that a court exercising these different functions is just 
coming to be regarded as two different courts. A prior has 
a charter which gives him * sak, sok, toll, theam et infang- 
enthef * ; he is told that these terms have reference to a 
court baron and not to view of frank-pledge — que qiddem 
verba habent rcferri ad cur* baron' et non ad visum franci 
plegii.^ It is clear that libera curia non est libcrtas nee 
regale ' ; it is one thing to have liberam curiam and another 
to have visum franci plcgii,* 

The term libera curia occurs pretty frequently ; a lord Prcc court 
is entitled to hold his libera curia though he has no fran- mote, 
cbises or regalities ; thus it is opposed to the view of frank- 
pledge- Perhaps this term may sometimes mark another 
distinction ; perhaps the free court is a court of freeholders 
as contrasted with a court of customary tenants. This 
may seem so when we find that the Abbot of Gloucester 
has a libera curia at Gloucester for all his greater freehold 
tenants, while on each of his manors he holds a liaiimotum. 
But we must not be quick to draw this inference ; if a lord 
says that he has liberam curiam, he also says that he has 
liberasf ureas,'' which does not mean a gallows for freeholders 

* Manchester Court Leet Records, E. I. p. 108, * yl ne dut respundre a 
e.g. i. 1C4. curt de baron de purprcsturc presente 

* P. Q. W. 245. This is the one a la lettre [sic] ky est plus aut court.* 
instance in which I have seen curia See also Britton, i. 135. 

baronis in such a context that one " P. Q. W. 313. 

naturally translates it by 'a court * P. Q. W. 3U6. 

baron.' Compare Y. B. 21 and 22 • P. Q. W. 706. 
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but merely signifies that the gallows is all his own, and 
that no one else must interfere with his thieves : — in the 
middle ages liberty and property are closely connected ideas. 
Halimotum again is a common term for a manorial court ; 
but a halimotutn may certainly be attended by both free- 
holders and customary tenants.* The deep question how 
far the two classes of tenants were separated in the manorial 
courts must stand over for the present. I have seen a 
court calling itself curia militumy'* a court of knights, and 
another which was airia villanonnn,^ a court of villans ; 
curia haronnm I have never seen nor do I know of any evi- 
dence that the freeholders of a manor were ever dignified 
by the title haroncs, 
PMthutory Though tlic Huc between these two kinds of jurisdiction 

of rrfralitiea ^ , •' 

Rii«i feudal was well understood in Edward I.*8 day we may doubt 
whether it had been observed in the past. We learn with 
certainty from the published Placita do Quo Warranto, 
which extend over a great part of Edward's reign, that very 
many of the lords, who as a matter of fact were exercising 
what the king and his lawyers regarded as royal rights, 
had no warrant for so doing save ancient seisin. This is 
true especially of the lay lords ; but even the prelates had 
often no scrap of parchment which would suffice to su]>i>ort 
their claims. And here it is necessary to observe that if the 
groat Edward in his efforts to reclaim his regalia did not 
suffer a decisive defeat, this was because, like a prudent 
bargainer, he began by demanding more than he hoped to 
Prtwription gct. When at the beginning of his reign ho sent out his 
f.M^rtgnii jug^jc(.g ,^,^(j ]|ig plca<lers to recover his rights, the doctrine 

that ho asserted was a doctrine which would have deprived 
a vast number of the lords of the powers that they were 
exercising — namely, that the only possible warrant for the 
exercise of royal rights is an express royal grant, and 
further that in the grantee's hands such rights are in- 
alienable.* On this ground franchise after franchise was 

' Sr<» Noto B at Ui« end of this of Lane. Bundle r.2. No. 758. 

IritrtHliirlioii. • Brit. Mn». Add. Chart. 32,009. 

' The Earl of Essex's court at Ck>urt of Wartlini; in SiisKex. 

Easter in Essex. Ileo. Off., Duchj * Strong stateinenta of this theory 



INTRODUCTION. XXl 

challenged. But the king did not proceed to extremities ; 
after keeping judgment in suspense for several years he 
consented to a compromise. In 1290 he conceded that 
continuous seisin from before the coronation of Richard I. 
should be an answer to the inquiry quo warranto. The 
practical difference between this rule and the theory 
which he had originally asserted must have been enormous ; 
many a jurisdiction was thus saved, for the jurors readily 
swore that it had been exercised from time immemorial, 
and as a matter of fact it is far from plain that Edward 
succeeded m destroying any considerable number of juris- 
dictions. He succeeded however in defining the regalia 
and in laying down a law for after times ; he could not 
cancel the past, but he could provide for the future ; there 
were to be no further usurpations ; no one was to suppose 
that because he had a manor, therefore he had some penal 
or correctional jurisdiction over such of his tenants as were 
personally free.' 

A study of these Placita de Quo Warranto seems to ^fTcSlYbl*'" 
show that the minor franchises had been so systematically 
and universally usurped that we may be led to doubt 
whether in the past they had been regarded as regalia, and 
whether the act of assuming them had been regarded as 
wrongful. Let us take a group of townships near Cam- 
bridge which were subjected to the Quo Warranto inquiry 
in 1299. At Foulmire, Giles do Plaiz has view of frank- 
pledge; at Shcpreth and Barrington, the Abbess of Chat- 
teris; at Haslingfield, the Abbot of York; at Caxton, 
Bourne and Granchester, the Prior of St. Neot's ; at Gran- 
chcster, William of Sengham ; at Thriplow, Nicholas of 
Barrington ; at Girton and Trumpington, Giles of Trump- 
ington ; at Cottenham, the Abbot of Croyland ; in each of 
these cases the right is claimed by prescription, and in 
every case save one the claim is successful, the jurors testi- 

are frequent in P. Q. W ; see e.g. p. 80, Ralph Pipard'H case. The doc- 
trine tliat one cannot prescribe for royal franchises is foand in Bractoii, 
f. 50. 

' Sec Note C at the end of this Introduction. 
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fying to seisin from time immemorial.* Whatever may 
have been the law, the fact seems to have been that a vast 
number of the lords of manors had in some way or another 
become possessed of the two jurisdictions known as the 
view of frank-pledge and the assize of beer ; sonietiincs 
they exercised these in the presence of a royal bailiff, more 
frequently they excluded him ; sometimes they paid to the 
sheriff a small sum in respect of these franchises, more 
frequently they paid nothing. Yet it is quite rare to find 
in a royal charter any express grant of the view of frank- 
pledge, and when it is granted the charter usually provides 
for the presence of the king's baihff.' The king's pleaders 
always asserted, and apparently with success, that in a 
charter no words would serve to convey this jurisdiction 
save visus frnnci pUgii ; but as a matter of fact noi one in 
ten of the lords who exercised it had any such term in his 
charter, and many of them had charters which made no 
mention of any franchises at all. As to the assize of beer, 
the lords of Northumberland, Cumberland, Yorkshire, and 
Lincolnshire pleaded that all lords, or all freeholders, had 
it by the common custom of their counties.' 

Another curious indication of a past history may bo 
found in the fact that according to the law of Edward I.'s 
day no franchise whatever was conferred by those ancient 
and troublesome words so common in charters of the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries, «a/c, sok, toll, team. Varying 
explanations were given of their meaning, but the usual in- 
terpretation of them seems to have been this : sok is the 
right to hold a court for one's tenants, the right to the 
libera curia ; sak, the right to the amercements arising 
from such a court ; toU, the right to tallage one's villans ; 
team, the right to the progeny, the brood, the team, of one's 



» P. Q. w. 99 107. 

' See e.K- the charier of the 
Bishop of SaliBbiiry, Iloi. Cart. 67, 
of Iho Hisliop of Ix>ndon, P. Q. W. 
475, of the Prior of Norwich, P. Q. W. 
4 «7, of the Abbot of lUmsey , P. Q. W. 
10 ; all of these are duo to King 
John. In Norfolk it waa common 



that the king's bailiff should receive 
a shilling or the like out of the profits 
of the view. Where there is manor 
above miinor it is often the superior 
lord who has the view. 

• P. Q. W. 125 f). 180, 191-2-8-6. 
220,226.417,699. 
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villansJ We may be quite certain that one at least of 
these words, namely team, had been twisted from its original 
meaning, and on all of them a minimising interpretation 
seems to have been set.* In short, it was held that they 
did nothing; that they were like those 'general words' 
common in the conveyances of later times — that is, that 
they would convey no right that would not have passed 
without them ; they did but describe the feudal or manorial 
jurisdiction and conferred no regality, no, not even the 
view of frank-pledge. If there was any old English word 
that would confer this last it vftis frithsoken.^ An interpre- 
tation which makes these terms nugatory is one which the 
student of Domesday Book and the charters of the Norman 
kings will probably reject. Lords had sought the Norman 
kings for charters merely giving or confirming to them 
their sak and sok.* They meant something by this, some- 
thing that only the king could bestow, and it seems plain 
that when Domesday was compiled, and even at the begin- 
ning of the twelfth century, sak and sofc, whatever they 
meant, meant a jurisdiction that was not involved in the 
mere possession of a Tnanerium^ But then what, if any, 



• Exposicioncs vocabulorunit as 
they were called, exist in great 
abundance ; many are still in MS. 
Leg. £dw. Conf. o. 22 gives an early 
one; Hovedcn, ii. 242, gives us 
another from the end of the twelfth 
century ; then see Fleta, f. 62 ; 
Keilway'slleports (temp. Edw. III.), 
145 ; IVcgistrum Malmesburiense, i. 
324; Chron. Abingdon, ii. 282; 
P. Q. W. 275, 511 ; also P. Q. W. 
245, * sak, sok, toll et theam et infang- 
thief, que quidcm verba habent referri 
ad cut' baron* et non ad visum 
franci plegii * ; Keilway, 1506, • ches- 
cun seignior de conmien droit avera 
tiels choses.' 

* Apparently the right conveyed 
by team should be a right to hold a 
court into which persons may be 
vouched as warrantors, and the 
earliest glossarists understand this ; 
but it is soon misunderstood. 
Schmid, Qcsctze, Glossar, gives * te/lm 
originally deductio, hence soboles, 



proles ; in legal language, advocatio 
ad warrantum, productio auctoris.' 
Toll again is sometimes the right to 
take toll, sometimes the right to be 
quit of toll, both of which rights are 
royal franchises ; but it soon becomes 
the right to tallage one's villans, a 
common law right. 

' Abbot of Colchester's case, 
P. Q. W. 235 ; ' frythsokene, fraun- 
chisede fraunkplcgge' ibid. 275. The 
word appears in Domesday as /ri^ofra, 
frigsoca^ frigcsoca, D. D. i. 340, 357 6, 
3G8 b ; may not this bo the source 
of the troublesome sithcssocna or 
sipcssocna in Leg. Hen. 0, § 1 ? 

* See o.g. the St. Albans charters 
in Mat. Par. Chron. Maj. vi. 35, 38, 
4)9 ; the Abingdon charters in Chron. 
Abingd. ii. 17, 89 ; the Ramsey 
charters, Chron. llames. 205, 20G, 
208, 209, 214. 

* See in particular D. B, i. 11 6; 
tho Abbot of Battle holds the manor 
of Wye ; it is worth £100, but would 
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jurisdiction was involved in the possession of a vianerhnn? 
That is one of the unsolved riddles of Domesday. 

To whatever quarter we look the law seems to be 
emerging into clearness out of a confused and contentious 
past. The courts are drawing a line between franchises 
and feudal rights ; but it is no eas3' task, and violence must 
be done to the facts and the theories of former times. The 
view of frank-pledge, now an undoubted regality, the lords 
have taken to themselves wholesale ; the assize of l)eer they 
claim as of common right. It is diflicult to beheve that 
their usurpations have always been deemed usurpations ; 
surely it was not merely the duty but the interest of the 
sheriffH to withstand such encroachments, to keep as much 
jurisdiction as ix)ssible in their own and their master's 
hands ; though perhaps at times they took upon themselves 
to sell immunities for ready money. On the other hand 
the king's pleaders have grand notions of royalty : — These 
old words in the charters, these mean nothing or next to 
nothing ; show us * visus franci plegii * in your charter or 
give up exercising the right ; Nullum tcnipus occurrit Ilrfji,^ 
We hear yet stronger and stranger assertions : — these 
charters of 0(Ta, of Edgar, of the Confessor are worthless ; * 
the Con(piest put all jurisdiction into the hands of the 
Conqueror;' nay every grant of a franchise may Ikj revoked 
if it has not been confirmed by the now reigning king.^ 
The development of law has not been a quiet, orderly 
I>roce8s of pure reason ; it has been a struggle, sometimes 
a scramble. Even now the Earl of Warenne when asked 
for his title deeds produces a rusty sword.** 

The franchises were of many various kinds and orders 



bo worth 120 moro if he hod ' RAcaK 
rl Bucaa.' I/cg. Hen. rrim. 19 : 
' noc Roqiiitur nocna rogis data 
innncria mmI magiH ci |)onM)iiis.* 

' ltracU)ii, f. 50. 

» Kcilway (temp. Kdw.lII.), 14JI6. 
• le lloy Ivlgar fuit devaiit I<* con- 
qiipHt, cl par lo conqnr«t U*uiK Iran- 
cliisos fucroiit (levolutos al mains le 
roy ' ; but thisargtnncnt iff abandonee!. 

• P. g. W, e g. 2/i9, 303 ; • quia in 



conqur««tu Anglic omnrs hujunmodi 
libortatcft, juriRdircionpii ot alia que 
sunt ad tuirioncm |K)puli corone 
rcgin annexe furrunt.' 

« r. g. W. 305 ; • pretlicte conccs- 
Kiones |>rr doininum rogeni nunc non 
Bunt ronfiniiate per quo<I com|)ctit 
arcio domino rogi ad omncn libcrtatei 
rcvricandas que a corona sua sunt 
Repnratp.' n»id. 30(i. 

' 8tubbfi, Conjtt. Hist. ii. 110. 
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ranging from those of the palatine earl to those of the lord J{;{.^^J°^2^, 
of some petty manor who could look for nothing higher "«»• 
than view of frank-pledge, waif and stray. The English 
com-ts never came to a classification of those franchises 
similar to that which obtained in France — haut€y moycnne 
et basse justice, and the English lords who could have as- 
pired to the title seigneurs hauls jvsticiers were not many. 
But still it would be easy for us to underrate the number 
and importance of the liberties of a high order. Without 
attempting an enumeration of them, we may draw some 
distinctions. In the first place we may mark oflf the 
class of immunities; the lord's men are exempted from 
doing suit at the hundred and county courts and the 
sheriff's tourn ; they do not contribute to the sheriff's aid 
or to the fines imposed on the shire or the hundred ; they 
do not pay toll. Then there are justiciary powers ; fre- 
quently the lord has infangthief, more rarely utfangthief 
also ; * sometimes he may hear in his court the j)Zac?f<t de 
vctito namiif pleas of replevin, which pleas are reckoned as 
royal seemingly because they imply a breach of the peace ; ' 
a few lords hold all pleas of the crown and have their 
own coroners; thus within the banlieu of his Abbey the 
Abbot of Ramsey was a true sei/jneur haul justicicr? From 
these again we might distinguish cases in which the lord 
without doing the justice himself has a right to have it 
done by the royal officers fofr his profit and convenience ; 
thus the Prior of Dunstable compels the king's justices in 
eyre to come and sit at Dunstable and sits there with them 
and hears himself called * Sir Prior justice of our lord the 
king';^ and so the judges have to go to Knaresborough 
for the convenience of the Earl of Cornwall,* to Beverley 



* The importance attached to the 
privilege of hanging one's own 
thieves is well illustrated by a lively 
story about how the Abbot of 
Tewkesbury succeeded with Infinite 
pains in hanging John Milksop ; 
Ann. Tewk. 611. 

* Bracton, 156 h. This form of 
action was regarded as new, invented 
since Henry II.'s time, P. Q. W. 232; 



invented in John's time, Y. B. 30 
and 81 E. I. p. 222; its invention is 
ascribed to Glanvill by the Mirror, 
0. 2, SCO. 20. 

» P.Q.W.306; Chron. Rams. 214. 

< r. Q. W. 72; Ann. Dunstap. 
54, 108, 130, 193 ; throughout these 
Annals much attention is given to 
this dearly prized privilege. 

» P. Q. W. 212. 
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and to Ripon for that of the Archbishop of York,* to Clifton 
for that of the Abbot of Kirkstall,' to Tunbridge,' to Battle ; ^ 
again, when the lord's men are amerced in the king's 
courts, the lord gets the money, when they are adjudged to 
death in the king's courts they hang on the seignorial 
gallows ; and then the lord has ' the return of writs ' and 
this keeps the sheriff out of his territory. In our eyes a 
less mischievous kuid of franchise and one which probably 
did much towards helping forward the centralisation of 
justice consisted of the privilege of being impleaded in no 
court but the king's ; this was possessed by the Templars 
and Hospitallers and by several prelates and made a great 
rent in the scheme of feudal justice/ Then a large number 
of the old hundred courts had passed into private hands, 
and the lord of the court thus acquired a jurisdiction over 
territory of which he was by no means necessarily the land- 
lord. This process seems to have gone far even in the days 
before the Norman Conquest. Domesday shows us how 
seven of the twelve hundreds of Worcestershire were already 
beyond the sheriff's control, how the hundred of Oswalds- 
low belonged to the church of Worcester.* In later days 
the Abl)ot of St. Albans claimed a hundred by gift of Offa,^ 
the Abbot of Ramsey claimed one by gift of Edgar ; • the 
Abbot of Abingdon one by gift of the Confessor ; • Edgar, 
it was said, had given eight hundreds to Peterborough, '° the 
Confessor had given eight and a half to Bury St. Edmunds." 
True that the charters which the abbots pro<luced would 
seldom pass muster in the eyes of the modern diplomatist, 
and the ethics of monastic forgery are an obscure topic ; 
still we seem bound to believe that a marked distinction 
was ma<le in the scriptorium between forging in support of 
traditional truth and forging falsehoods." On the great 

• p. Q. W. 221. 409. 

« p. Q. W. 223. • D. B. i. 172. 172 6. 

• P. Q. W. 348. ' P. Q. W. 288. 

• P. Q. W. 364. • U. II. i. 458. 

' Infttancefl in the printed Hot. • Chron. Abingdon, i. 4G5. 

Cart, arc not uncommon; %ce in •• P. Q. \V. 651>3; Koilwaj's Rep. 

particular the Portsmouth charter at 143 6. 

p. 77. Boe alflo Brunncr, Ent- '* U. 11. ii. 143. 

•tchung der SchwurRerichte. 848. ** Our modem charitj for the 
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day at Penneriden Heath Lanfranc deraigned franchises 
and immonities far more extensive than those for which 
his successor Langton had to pay a heavy sum under 
Henry UI.^ For some of the largest and most notable 
Uberties in England the lords rehed on Anglo-Saxon 
charters or on prescription ; the Bishop of Durham spoke 
of Egfrith,* the Archbishop of York received his gallows 
from Ethelstan,' prescribed to coin money * and could not 
or would not show anything beyond long seisin in support 
of many of the famous privileges of Ripon and Beverley.* 
Lastly (to return from this slight digression) there were 
the small royal casualties, treasure trove, waif, estray, 
wreck of the sea, kingly fishes, and the like; also there 
were fairs and markets, forest, chase, and warren. 



II. 
But to the student of manorial rolls by far the most "****^'"y »' 

•^ tour 11 aiiU 

interesting franchise is the ' court leet or view of frank- ^^^ 
pledge,' because it is very common, because it has great 
importance in the history of society, because its origin is 
extremely obscure: so obscure that we may be rash in 
speaking about it ; still a little may be ventured. 

In the sixteenth century the institution can no longer Toum nnd 

. "^ , - lectin their 

be described as flourishing ; the growth of the commission Jccadcuco. 
of the peace has drawn away its life ; still the leet is 
holden and does business. It is a royal police court co- 
ordinate with the sheriffs tourn; the leet is for 'the 
franchise ' what the tourn is for * the geldable ' ; in the 
one the lord's steward is judge, in the other the sheriff. 
In both the business is transacted by means of present- 
ments and indictments preferred by a jury. A presentment 

medieval forger has lately been re- bas terris Cantuariensis episcopi, nisi 

preheuded by Dr. Brunner, Die Con- solummodo tres ' etc. Compare with 

Btantinische Schenkungsurkande, 34. this Bracton's Note Book, pi. 277. 

• The Pennenden case is in » P. Q. W. 187. 

Wilkins, Concil. i. 323, and Essays ■ P. Q. W. 197. 

in A.-S. Law, 369; 'Rex Anglorum * P. Q. W. 198. 

nullas consuetudines habet in omni- * P. Q. W. 221-8. 
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or indictment of felony the court cannot try, it must be sent 
on clsowliore; presentments of trespasses and nuisances can 
be disposed of by the court ; such presentments are untra- 
versablo if tlicy are made by a jury of at least twelve and 
do not touch any question of freehold ; the presented 
person is amerced there and then. What offences are 
presentable in leet and tourn is a question about which 
there is learning ; to some extent it turns on the words of 
the ai>ocryphal statute De Visu Lyanciplcffii, the statutory 
character of which is asserted and denied ; this document 
contains a list of the capitula or articles which are to be 
inquired of by the jurors.* 

It is still theoretical law that the jury ought to make 
prcBcntinent concerning all who are not in frank-pledge. 
But beyond this we do not see at first sight that the leet 
jur}' or tourn jury has any connexion with this obsolete 
institution. If howQver we look a little below the surface 
we see that, at least in some parts of the country, the jury 
is supposed to consist of the chief pledges (rapitalrs ph'(ju). 
A case * illustrating this occurred in Coke's day and was * very 
obscure and doubtful,' for, sighs Coke, * Tompora mutantur.' 

But, as we go backwards from this age, we begin to see 
an intimate connexion between these two institutions, the 
leet jury and frank -pledge. As regards names we have 
already remarked this ; the term ' leet ' di8ai)i>cars and is 
represented by * view of frank-pledge * ; indeed, to sjK^ak 
with extreme strictness the words ' leet * and ' tourn * were 
not even in Coke's day the most appropriate terms ; the style 
of the leet was curia visas fraud plrgii tenia apud IL coram 
A,IL snicscallo; that of the tourn was curia visusfranci 



« Thin • FtAtuto • i« prints! in the 
CoiiimiARioiifTR'ctlition, 1.210, among 
Iho Stilntcn of UncoriJiin DaU», 
along with fumx* other nii»ccllanrouii 
docunicntfi which were at ono time 
reRnn1e<l as Rtntutc^s of the last ye*r 
of Kdw. 11. This was due ftimplj to 
their l>ein« found in MSS. iniierU^d 
l>etween the VeUra Stntuta which 
end witli Kdw. II. and the Ncwa 
Statuta which begin with Edw. III., 



like the Apocrypha between the two 
TestamentM. The statutorj character 
of Rome of them ia often questioned 
in the Year HcM»kR; e.g. the Htatutory 
chacActer of the articlen in question 
is denied bj Fairfax in Y. li. Mich. 
33 Edw. IV. pi. 2. f. 23. Hec th« 
diACQRition aw to the Preroqativa 
IWgiA in Y. h. Mich. 15 Edw. iv. pL 
17, f. 11. 
' DuUen'i Coms, G Coke Rep. 77 6. 
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j^legii domini regis apud B. coram vicecomite in tamo suo, 
* and not tumum vicecoviitis for tumum est nisi pcrambu' 
tittio.' * In the thirteenth century to claim * view of frank- 
pledge ' is to claim all that was afterwards known as the 
jurisdiction of a leet.^ But, to pass from names to facts, 
^ve have two descriptions of the sheriff's tourn as it was 
near the end of the thirteenth century ; the one is given 
MS by Fleta, the other by Britton : Bracton unfortunately 
fails us. Fleta gives the articles of the tourn or view of 
frank-pledge and then makes clear to us that the persons 
who have got to make answer to those articles in the first 
instance are the chief pledges, the capitales plcgii. But 
their presentments are not final ; they are as it were 
material for presentments to be made by a jury of twelve 
free men who can reject these preliminary presentments of 
the chief pledges or supply omissions in them.' Britton's 
account is substantially similar ; the free landowners of 
the hundred are summoned and the first step is to cause 
twelve of them to swear that they will make presentment 
according to the articles. ' Afterwards the rest shall be 
sworn by dozens [i.e. by frank-pledges, the groups of ten or 
twelve*] and by townships, that they will make lawful 
presentment to the first twelve jurors [i.e. the freeholders] 
upon the articles. . . . When the townships [les viUcez] 
have given in their verdicts to the first jurors, and they are 
certified of the truth, let the first jurors go and deUver up 
their presentment to the sheriff.' * 

It will be seen that here we have a system of double Bystom of 

*' uuiiblc prc- 

presentment. The final presentments are made by twelve JJ'^*^Jj;j;y„ '" 
freeholders, but the material is provided in the first instance 
by the tithmgs, or the chief pledges, or the townships. 

> Co. 4th Inst. 260, 265. novem eum haberent ad rectum.' 

* P. Q. W. 249. May not the word which Britton 

> Fleta, £. 113. writes doteine be formed from the 

* Britton writes dozcinCt and the Latin deccna^ or dccennay by the 
tithing may have been a tenth of the intermediation of such a form as 
long hundred, and have thus con- decionaf I have seen decionarius 
Bisled, not of ten, but of twelve men. for a tithing-man. In the Year 
But there is much evidence against Books both diuine and doseine 
tliis, e.g. Leg. Edw. Conf. 20, * ita occur. 

quod si untis ex decern forisfccerit, » Britton, i. p. 177-182. 
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Elsewhere we have plenty of evidence of the fact that the 
tourn was attended by the freeholders of the hundred and 
also by a class of representatives. We are a little per- 
plexed however as to the mode of representation. Some- 
times it would seem that the deccnnae were represented by 
their chief pledges, sometimes that the townships were 
represented each by its reeve and four men ; sometimes 
again it would seem as if both modes of representation 
prevailed concurrently. The task of an investigator in 
this obscure region is much hampered by the fact that in 
parts of England, the southern counties, the ' tithing ' 
is a geographical district coincident with the township, 
while in others it is the group of ten or a dozen 
men ; there is the land of the territorial tithing and 
the land of the personal tithing,' But it seems plain' 
that whether the represented miit was tithing or town- 
ship or both, the villagers, the peasantry, appeared in' 
the tourn by their representatives, by the chief pledges or! 
the reeve and four men.* According to strict legal theory! 
perhaps they could all be compelled to come in person ; but 
our evidence shows that really they came by their repre- 
sentatives, and so gives us one more warning as to the ex- 
treme caution with which we should read medieval state- 
ments about ' all men,' or all men of a great class. One 
of the questions to be asked in the tourn was whether all 
the chief pledges are come, which seems to imply that each 
frank-pledge is sufficiently represented by its head.' The 
duty of ap[)caring seems to have been very generally com- 



* See Palgrave, Commonwealth, 
ii. cxxi ; 8iubb«, Const. Hist. i. 86. 
In looking through the Hundred 
Rolls and Placita de Quo Warranto 
I have been much ttruck by the 
trnih of the theory, that in the south 
of England the frank-pledge is terri- 
torial, in the midlands personal ; and 
I am also inclined to subscribe the 
opinion that in the northernmost 
ooantics there was no frank pledge at 
all ; no lord claims to have view of 
frank -pledge. 

' On purpose I use vague words 



such as * villagers ' and * peasantry.' 
There is much to show that at least 
in the estimation of the greater folk 
the persons who were in frank- 
pledge and who were represented bj 
the reeve and four men were properly 
described in the lump as tniJani, 
and In the Hundred llolls, ' free man ' 
and 'free holder' are constantly used 
as synonyms ; but had it come to a 
<U native habendo many of these 
villani might have proved that 
personally they wore free. 
" Staiutum de Visu Franciplegii, 
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muted for a small money payment, bead-money, capitagium^ 
chevagiuvi, a sum paid by tbe frank-pledges ne vocentur per 
cajnta,^ In tbe Hundred KoUs and Placita de Quo War- 
ranto we constantly read of sucb representation. Tbere 
are many entries wbicb sbow us tbe freebolders attending 
in person and tbe villagers by tbeir representatives, and 
tbere is one wbicb sbows us tbe system of double present- 
ment and so bears out tbe statements of Fleta and Britton : 
— tbe freebolders (libere tcnentcs) of Swavesey and four 
homines and tbe reeve go to tbe tourn and tbere tbe free 
men (liberi) sball swear and tbe four men and tbe reeve 
sball present defaults to tbe free men and tbe free men 
sball present tbem to tbe bailiffs." 

Now, witb Britton's account before us, are we not com- The tourn 
pelled to see tbe origin of tbe sberifFs tourn in tbe Assize thcAssizoof 

GLarendoD. 

of Clarendon ? Tbis may be a new suggestion, but is it not 
true ? Let us observe tbe words of tbe ordinance of 1166 : 
— for tbe conservation of tbe peace and tbe doing of justice, 
tbe king ordains tbat in every county and in every bundred 
inquiry sball be made by twelve of tbe most lawful men of 
tbe bundred and by four of tbe most lawful men of every 
townsbip concerning robbers, murderers and tbieves and 
tbe receivers of sucb, and tbis inquiry tbe justices sball 
make before tbemselves and tbe sberiffs before tbemselves. 
Tbe sberiflfs, tben, of tbe tbirteentb century are doing just 
wbat tbey are bidden to do ; tbey are making inquiry 
in cacb bundred by means of tbe oatb of twelve bundredors 



(Stat, o! the Bealm, i. 246) ; Britton, 
i. 181 ; Fleta, f. 112. 

' • Capi talcs plegii et eoram decene 
nichil dant sid capitagium ; ideo 
Tocandi sunt omnes per capita ' ; 
Boll of Manor of Houghton, Aug- 
ment. Off. P. 34, No. 46, m. 4 d. 

« R. H. ii. 469. lb. i. 101, 
(Dorset), suit to the tourn by twelve 
liberi of the hundred and four men 
and the tithingman of every tithing ; 
ib. i. 141 (Essex), by four villani and 
the reeve ; ib. i. 154 (Essex), by the 
liberi homines and four homines 
and the reeve ; ib. i. 100 (Salop), by 
all the liberi and by four homines 

• 

VOL. II. 



and the reeve. In the southern 
counties it is often the deoenna that 
does suit by four men and the tithing- 
man. In P. Q. W. 264, we find 
at court the reeve, four men and 
chief pledges. Or again the com- 
munitas ville does suit by its tithing- 
man, P. Q. W. 293. The lord is 
asked whether his chief pledges or 
four men and the reeve go to the 
tourn, P. Q. W. 10. Presentments 
in the tourn are made by the oapitales 
decennarii, P. Q. V^. 88. See a 
curious case of suit by three rud* 
manni, P. Q. W. 780. 
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and by means of the presentments of four men from every 
township. In accordance with the charter of 1217 they 
perambulate the hundreds but twice in the year, and it is no 
longer permissible for them to try those who are presented 
as felons, for no sheriff may hold pleas of the crown ; but 
they still receive presentments made in the manner ordained 
by Henry II. It may be urged that they do much more 
than is prescribed by the Assize ; if they receive present- 
ments of robbery, murder, theft, they also (and this has 
perhaps become the most important part of their business) 
receive presentments about and finally adjudicate upon 
many minor offences, nuisances, purprestures, scuffles, and 
the like. But the same remark will apply to the justices 
in eyre ; in Henry IL*s day they are to inquire of robbers, 
murderers, and thieves ; by the end of Henry III.'s day the 
articles of the eyre have become very numerous and de- 
tailed. May we not infer that the articles of the tourn, like 
the articles of the eyre, have received addition from time 
to time at the hands of the king and his council, or at the 
hands of his delegates ? 
Article* of We have in easily accessible places five different sets of 

articles of the tourn or of the view of frank-pledge. A set 
for Wales is contained in the Statutum Walliae (1284), 
another set is given by Fleta* (circ. 1290), another by 
Britton* (circ. 1290), another in Home's Mirror* (temp. 
Edw. I. or Edw. II.), and another in the apocryphal un- 
dated statute mentioned above. It is a curious fact that 
though these five documents agree in most points of sub- 
stance, they are none the less five different documents ; 
they give the articles in very different order, and it is 
difficult to thread them together by any theory of develop- 
ment.* Perhaps the sheriffs were allowed a free hand in 
settling the articles under the guidance of the general idea 

* FlctA, f. 112. homicide in the apocryphftl 'sUtute,' 
' Britten, i. 177. an omiiwion which 1 strongly suspect 
" Mirror, c. 1. § 17. to have been accidental, for our four 

* In the later middle ages it waa other authoritirtt are clear the other 
Mtablished that the leet could not way. In l.')67 it was alreatly under- 
receive a prcsrnlmonl of homicide ; stood that Inmicide was not present- 
this teems due to an omission of able, Lib. A.<(8. f. 256, pi. 90. 
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that whatever was against the king's peace was presentable 
at the tourn. Be this as it may, the constitution and pro- 
cedure of the court that the sheriff holds are the constitution 
and procedure of the court ordained by the Assize of 1166. 
And in this context it may be remarked that according to the 
verdict of a Lancashire jury the sheriff of their county 
never held a tourn until after Magna Carta was granted ^ 
and that there was no tourn in Northumberland even in 
Edward I/s day.* 

Next we may notice how easy it was that the procedure The ajwi«c 
instituted by the Assize should become implicated with the ■J^'*"»« 
institution of frank-pledge. Already in the Leges Henricil pJ®^^^^ 
Primi (cap. 8) we find the sheriff holding twice a year a^"o"• 
specially full hundred court to see that all are in frank- 
pledge. We also find (cap. 7) that a lord may send the 
priest, reeve and four men to represent him in the county 
court and the hundred court in case neither he nor his 
steward can be present. Li the days of Henry I., therefore, 
(for we may attribute these * Leges * to his reign), the chief 
pledges must have attended the hundred court twice a year, 
and the reeve and four men may often have been there to 
represent their lord. As yet however there is no talk of 
any presentment of offences, of any communal accusation. 
Then upon this state of things is superimposed the pro- 
cedure of the Assize, which requires the representation of 
the townships by their four best men. A certain confusion 
and interpenetration of the two representative systems 
would be a very natural result ; the decenna is represented 
by its chief pledge, the township by its reeve and four men ; 
but then in a great part of England the deceniia is the 
township. So it will not surprise us that while according 
to Britton the presentments are made in the first instance 
by the townships {les viUeez), Fleta says that they are 
made by the capitales plegii ; the two accounts may repre- 
sent local varieties of practice. In Wales there was no 
frank-pledge and in the Statutum Walliae which established 

» P. Q. W. 371. « R. H. ii. 21. 

b2 
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the sherifFs tourn in the principality we find no represen- 
tation of the peasantry ; a jury of twelve freeholders is to 
be sworn to make presentments and then all the men of the 
commote are to be sworn to make presentments to these 
jurors. We may suspect that if in later days we bear 
nothing of a system of double presentment in the tourn, 
this is due to the decay of the frank-pledge. 

The pHmu Wc tum from the sheriffs court to the private courts. 

uiion of the Now when we take up a roll of the fourteenth or any later 
century belonging to a court which has the leet jurisdiction, 
it is common to find as the first entry under any date, the 
names of the jurors ; commonly there are twelve names, 
sometimes more, sometimes fewer ; on this follow the pre- 
sentments of these jurors. The same is occasionally the 
case in rolls of the thirteenth century and often there is 
nothing on the face of the roll to connect these jurors with 
the institution of frank-pledge ; sometimes however we find 
that they are the chief pledges ; the jnratores are capiUile9 
jflegii jnrati. This is well seen for instance in the Rolls of 
the City of Norwich which begin in 1288.* The city was 
divided into four leets ; for each leet a jury appeared and 
made presentments, and it is clear that the jurors were the 
capital pledges of the decennae. Then, however, as wc 
pursue our retrogressive course we come across many rolls 
which show no trace of a formally empanelled jury. Pre- 
sentments dealing with police affairs, such affairs as be- 
longed to the leets of later times, are made ; but they are 
said to be made by the cnpitales plegii, or by a tithing, or 
by a tithingman ; sometimes each tithingman comes 
separately, makes his presentments and offers to prove 
{offtrt probarc) that he has nothing more to present. 

•Die leet A strong light is thrown upon the situation by an argu- 

ihTSSf ment repeatedly urged by the king's pleaders when pressing 

plcdg««. 

* The rolls are in the possession and Norwich Archirological 8ocirt3r, 

of the Corporation of Norwich. The brought out this fact about the chirf 

her. W. Hudson, who rerj kindljr pledges in a pa[M»r read before the 

introduced m<» to them, who knows Society in 1HH7, with a report of 

them thoroughly and will, I hope. which he has supplied me. 
see them into print for the Norfolk 
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the inquiry quo warranto : — * You have no business to be 
receiving presentments in your court, because you have not 
got twelve complete tithings ; you have not got twelve chief 
pledges and no one ought to be punished save on the oath of 
twelve men.* To take one instance : — in Bedfordshire the 
Master of the Templars confesses that in some of the vills 
in which he holds a view of frank-pledge he has but four 
decenjiarii, in others five, in others six at most. Gilbert of 
Thornton, the king's advocate, says that the Master's claim 
is bad * since he has not enough chief pledges {decennani 
capitales) to do judgment on any malefactor ; for the custom 
of England is that everyone shall be judged on the oath of 
twelve ; besides he has to make up his tithings by collect- 
ing them out of various vills and he has only two tenants 
in this vill, three or four in that.' * A similar argument is 
used in Edward III.'s day. We have this conversation : — 
Judge. — 'How are presentments, made in your leet?' 
Counsel. — *By the reeve and two men of the tithing {del 
dosen).* Judge. — * Divers things are presentable in a leet 
which bind the inheritance, as a purpresture on the high- 
way or the like, to which a man shall have a traverse, and 
so presentment of these things by the reeve and two men is 
against law.' * The same judge however elsewhere admits 
that in some districts twelve dosiiiers present the articles of 
the view, in other districts but two or three according to the 
usage of the country.' Some learning collected round this 
point which we must not here explore, but even when the 
presentment was of felony the necessity for a jury of twelve 
seems to have been regarded as of statutory origin.* The 
Statute of 1285 required that indictments in the tourn or 
the court of a franchise shall be sworn by twelve at the 
least.* Probably this statute had a great deal to do with 
fixing for later times the form of ' the leet jury.* In 1367 

' P. Q. W. 5 ; see also the other (outsider) with less than twelve free 

cases on pp. 6, 6, 7. A similar men. 
doctrine is propounded in Riley's * Keilway, Rep. 141. 

Manimenta Gildhallae, i. 116, where * Ibid. 148. 

Richard Heriet, a judge of John's * Y. B. Ilil. 6 Hen. IV. pi. 4, f. 

reign, is made to say that no man * Stat. AVest. II. c. 13. 

may hold a couit for a free stranger 
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presentments at the leet are still made by the chief 
pledges.' 
conjwtnmi From the point of view that we have now attained some 

lectjury. inforenccs seem possible. Whether the institution of frank- 
pledge belongs to the days before the Conquest or is the 
creature of Norman government we need not inquire ; that 
it was in existence before the coronation of Henry II. there 
can be little or no doubt; but nowhere in our earliest 
accounts of it do we find that the frank-pledges have any 
duty to make presentments, nor unless we will put our 
trust in the well-known and oft-debated passage in the Laws 
of Ethelred about the twelve eldest thanes,' have we any 
evidence that a procedure by way of presentment, of com- 
munal accusation, was known to the English law. Henry II. 
introduced this procedure into the sheriff's court and thereby 
gave rise to the tourns of later days. The procedure in- 
volved a representation of townships which naturally and 
speedily became implicated with the system of frank-pledge, 
so that in some districts the capitalcs plrpH became the 
primary presenters. Wholesale the feudal lords grasped 
at this new procedure ; nor can the king or his officers have 
tried to resist them very seriously. On the whole it was 
for the good of the peace that there should be as much pre- 
senting of offenders as was possible. Every lord of any 
consideration without troubling himself about charters as- 
sumed the right to inquire of all the articles which tbo 
BherifT set before the jurors in his tourn ; many of them 
had charters which in a more or less vague fashion ex- 
empted their manors from suit to the communal courts and 
from the incursions of royal oflicers. Imitate in all resiiccts 
the procedure of the tourn they could not ; their prebincts 
were often too small ; they could not impanel twelve free- 
holders ; they had not got bo many ; seldom could there bo 
any representation of townships ; the system of double prc- 
pontment was too elaborate for their small domains; but the 
machinery of frank-pledge they could employ, and they did 

• Y. B. Mich. 41 Edw. III. f. 20. Mich. pi. 28. 
« Elhclrcd, III. c. I. § 3 (Schmid). 
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employ, some in this way, some in that ; and the sheriff 
also was employing this machinery. The machinery was 
apt for the purpose; the duty of producing one's neighbour 
to answer accusations could well be converted into the duty 
of telling tales against him. Thus the lord made his court 
a court for the presentment of offences against the peace, 
in the language of later law ' a court leet.* Some of the 
smaller and lower lords could not obtain this jurisdiction ; 
their overlords h^d got it and kept it to themselves ; but 
very generally the lord of a manor possessed himself of a 
leet and the great Edward could not oust him of it. 
Statutes and qiio warranto inquiries introduced a certain 
uniformity into the procedure ; insisted that, at all events 
for grave cases, there must be a presenting jury of twelve. 
Thus it is that the leet jury of later days is developed ; but 
even in later days the theory is not always forgotten that 
the jurors are the chief pledges. The lords turned the new 
procedure to their own profit ; they employed it not merely 
for the presentment of offences against the general law of 
the realm but also for the presentment of breaches of 
manorial custom ; when the two courts have fallen asunder 
there is a presenting jury in the court baron as well as in 
the court leet. 

This theory is put forward tentatively, for it differs in Thcicctjiiry 
some respects from that sanctioned by the best historians, institution. 
and it touches an important matter. If what is here said 
be true, then the last hope of proving that the jury of pre- 
sentment is an English institution of very high antiquity is 
gone until some one shall find a stepping stone between 
the Assize of Clarendon and the Laws of Ethelred.* 

A further insight into the proceedings of the lords may Thoft^sircof 

l)ccr 

be given us by the fact that they had very generally as- 
sumed the right of enforcing the assize of beer. Almost 

' Dr. Stubbs, Const. Hist. i. 618, imitations of the jury of the tourn, 

wijs, • The leet juries of the small which seems to me the creature of 

local courts do not draw their origin the Assize of Clarendon. Of course 

from any legal enactment, and bear I do not dispute that the half-yearly 

every mark of the utmost antiquity.* meetings of the hundred court for 

1 cannot (reverently be it said) think the purpose of viewing the frank- 

them very ancient ; they seem to me pledges were older than this. 
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every manorial roll is rich with amercements of those who 
J have brewed against the assize, the offenders being usually 
women. An assize of bread and beer fixing the price of 
those commodities seems to have been published in 1256 
and is commonly printed among the statutes.' This how- 
ever was apparently an amended version of an older assise 
a copy of which appears in the Malmesbury Register and 
which we may attribute to John's reign.' It said that when 
wheat sold for 8 s. the quarter, barley for 20 d. or 2 8., and 
oats for 16 d. or 18 d., then brewers may well sell two 
gallons of beer for a penny, in boroughs three gallons, in 
country and market towns four gallons. The ordinance of 
1256 made some change in this tariff. As to bread we need 
here say nothing ; the lords did not as a rule assume that 
they were to execute the assize of bread, but beer they took 
under their care. They made profit thereby, for the assise 
Bcenis to have been broken with as much regularity as the 
most orthodox of political economists could possibly demand. 
They often got into a scrape for taking amercements instead 
\ of inflicting corporal punishment. The law was that on a 
fourth conviction the baker should go to the pillory, the 
brcwstcr to the tumbrel ; but this was disregarded. We have 
seen that in the northern counties the lords claimed the 
jurisdiction over beer as theirs by common custom. 

III. 
Thrfrucifli We may now turn from those jurisdictional powers 

or nmnoriM i.i ij i»i« in i.i 

jurijuiktiuii. whicli were rcgardca as regalities to those which were 
regarded as feudal or manorial. Of course, it may well be 
true in a certain sense that all private jurisdiction was the 
outcome of royal grants ; it may be true that if we follow 
up either of the two streams which united to make our law, 
the English or the Frankish, we come to a time when only 
by virtue of office or of specially granted royal privilege 

* StatiitcR of the Uoalm, i. 199; the ordinance in Rettletl by the baktft 
nrncton'n Note Dook. i. 82. of iiooflrey Fitz Peter and Slephtn 

* Itegifft. MnlnieBb. i. 134. The of Turiiham. 
date ftocini fixed bj the fact that 
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can a man have jurisdiction over other free men ; but such 
an age is very remote. In the thirteenth century it is 
clear, and so it must have been for a long time past, that 
quite apart from all royalties and franchises there is 
jurisdiction in private hands. 

Now here the question meets us, Wliat was it that gave y^^t »^ 

■^ ^ '-' feudal or tviui 

this power — what was it that gave a man a libera curia, a it manorial? 
court of tenants ? We have apparently to make our choice 
between two principles. It may be maintained on the one 
hand that this jurisdiction was manorial, that the lord's 
court could only exist in connexion with or as part of that 
complex of rights which was known as a manor, or on the 
other hand that the jurisdiction was feudal, that every man 
ivho had tenants enough to form a court was at liberty to 
hold a court of and for his tenants. 

These two principles will only come to one and the same wimt wa^ a 
thing if we allow ourselves to say that every set of tenants 
holding of one and the same lord constitutes a manor, no 
matter the local distribution of their tenements. But so 
lax a use of the term * manor ' is not permissible. We 
have indeed no right to force on the thirteenth century, 
still less on the twelfth or eleventh, what became in after 
times the correct legal definition of a manor — no right to 
insist that every * manerium * comprised lands held by 
freehold tenants of the manor and lands held by custo- 
mary or villan tenants. To all seeming the word viaiierinm 
had as yet hardly become a technical term. The manor ^ 
was not a unit in the governmental system ; the county 
was such a unit, so was the hundred, so again was the vlU, 
for the township had many police duties to perform, it was 
an amerciable, punishable unit ; not so the manor, unless 
it coincided with the vill ; thus there was no pressing need 
for a strict use of the term. It seems pretty certain that 
the vianerium of the thirteenth century did not necessarily 
imply the existence of freehold tenants, and perhaps it may 
be possible to find instances of mancri^, expressly so called, 
which had no customary tenants. But still it was not 
every aggregate of tenants holding of a single lord that 
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crfaiion of 
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constituted a manor. A limit, though a vague limit, was 
set to the size of the manor. What as yet gave it its unity 
was rather economic practice than legal doctrine. It was 
an estate which could be and was administered as a single 
economic and agrarian whole. When men spoke of a 
manor, they thought primarily of the single group of 
tenants who worked in common at their ploughings and 
their reapings, of the single hall or manor house whose 
needs were supplied, whose garners and larders were filled, 
by the labours of this group. An estate too large or too 
scattered to be managed in this way would not, according 
to the common use of words, be a manor. Nor can we 
fail to perceive a close dc facto connexion between the 
manor and the vill ; in by far the greater number of cases 
the manor is either Conterminous with or contained within 
the limit of the vill. We may add without much risk that 
the normal and typical manor had tenants who were not 
freeholders, had customary or villan tenants. Taking the 
term to imply this much, we may be able to discuss the 
question propounded above, without aspiring at present to 
trace the history of the legal definition of a manor.' 

Now in the thirteenth century the process of subinfeu- 
dation had been carried far. Let us take one instance :~at 
Paxton in Huntingdonshire Roger of St. German holds a 
messuage of Robert of Bedford, who holds of Richard of 
Ilchestcr, who holds of Alan of Chartres, who holds of 
William le Boteler, who holds of Gilbert Neville, who holds 
of Devorj:juil Balliol, who holds of the king of Scotland, 
who holds of the king of England.' The lord of a manor 
was often no tenant hi chief of the crown, often he stood 
in the third, sometimes even in the fifth remove from 



* What did tho makers of tho 
Domeftday Burvcy mean by nmneria 
when they applied this word to the 
Tempu3 lUgis Kdwardi ? That they 
had some clear notion as to the 
essence of a manor seems plain, for 
they are very careful to state whether 
land was held jyro into mnruru), jrro 
tribtu iTUin^riis, or the like. I am 
inclined to think that by a manor 



they meant a complex of land poi- 
sesKcd or cultivated by a number of 
different persons, which neTerthelens 
had been rated to the geld as a whole, 
its lord being liable to tho king for 
the peld. Integral geldability rather 
than jurisdiction seems the teat; bat 
tho question is too large anddiflkoU 
to l>e argued here. 
• R. H. ii. 673. 
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the king ; for instance, at Gomberton in Gambridgeshii*e the 
heirs of Gilbert of Cottenham have a manor ; above them 
stand (1) John de Burdeleis, (2) Saer of St. Andrew, (B) the 
Earl of Winchester, (4) the Earl of Gloucester, (5) the king.' 
hk>metime8 of course we can say that the manor is a sub- 
manor holden of another manor ; but when the rights of 
one of the very great lords were conceived as forming a 
single whole, that whole was called, not a manor, but some- 
times a barony, sometimes an honour. It must have hap- 
pened pretty frequently that a lord high in the feudal scale 
had many freehold tenants and yet had no demesne land in 
the same part of the country. The immediate lord of half- 
a-dozen manors gives five of them to five different persons by 
subinfeudation ; the five feoffees will be his tenants, but they 
will not be tenants of the one manor which he has retained 
for himself. It will be seen, then, that one of our two prin- 
ciples is much wider than the other. The wide principle — 
which for brevity we may call the feudal, as contrasted with 
the manorial, principle — is this, that every lord with tenants 
enough to form a court may hold a court; de commune ley 
chescun frank home deit aver court de ses tcnantz,^ 

The theory which will here be suggested — diffidently Thcjnri^iic- 
cnough — is that this feudar principle was the rule of law, jpbrt'uir 
but that it had to work under such and so many limitations, 
some of law and some of fact, that the actual result was 
not very different from that which would have been pro- 
duced by the manorial principle ; so much so that in course 
of time it became possible to regard a private court (when 
not created by real or supposed grant from the crown) as 
never existing save as a part of a manor. 

One argument a jyrioii may be allowed. It would be Discussion 
hard to find any rational explanation for the manorial tharthe*^***^^ 
principle. That principle amounts to this, that a man can wili mano" 
never have jurisdiction over his freehold tenants unless 
along with this and as a part of the same complex of 

» R. H. ii. 656. Edw. III.), p. 138 ; the common law 

* This is said by counsel, and not gives a man court of his tenants ; 

denied in Y. B. 17 Edw. II. f. 538. Uiis is no franchise. 

See also Keilway*s Beports (temp. 
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rights he has jurisdiction over customary or villan tenants. 
Now we can conceive that as a matter of fact the jurisdic- 
diction over freeholders was never found except in combi- 
nation with the jurisdiction over baser tenants ; feudalism 
may have grown up in such a way that this was true. But 
if we turn this statement of fact into a principle of law, 
the principle is one which provokes an imjwrtunate * Why? * 
The other side of the common learning about the essence 
of a manor is a Httle more intelligible, though it has diffi- 
culties of its own. We have evidence from Edward I/s 
day of a doctrine that freehold suitors were necessary not 
merely if the lord was to exercise a jurisdiction over litiga- 
tion between freeholders, but also if he was to exercise 
some of the franchises. A prior in Yorkshire claims in- 
fangthief and gallows ; the king's counsel objects that he 
has no freeholder save one, who is not a suitor, and that 
freehold suitors are necessary for the judgment of felons.' 
What jurisdiction a lord had who had no freeholders, 
whether freeholders were necessary to do judgment between 
customary tenants or whether the lord's steward was really 
their only judge, arc questions which we reserve ; but why 
cannot a jurisdiction over freeholders exist apart from a 
jurisdiction over tenants in villanage ? We turn however 
from speculation to evidence, 
conruof Express Rtatcmcnts of the feudal principle are hard to 

t he munoruu comc by *, but it seems clearly implied in the Leges Henrici 
Primi. Every lord, we are told, may summon his man to 
stand to right in his court and the man can be compelled 
to come from the remotest manor of the honour of which 
he holds. The court, then, need not be the court of a 
manor, it may be the court of an honour.' The indubitable 
fact that there were courts known, not as courts of manors, 
but as courts of honours, is met in the later law books in 

' P. Q. W. 204. 8UU8 Bubnioneat eum. 8i dominai 

' Leg. Hen. Prim. 55, § 1. * Omni ejus divcrsos feodoi Uneai, non 

domino licet submonire liominem cogitur per legem homo uniut 

•uum, ut ei sit ad rectum in curia honoris in aliuni iro placitum, nisi 

lua ; et si residens est acl remotius do alterius causa sit, ad quem 

mancrinm ejusdem honoris undo dominus submonuerit earn.* 
tenet, ibit ad placitum, si dominui 
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accordance with the manorial principle by the statement 
that really the so-called court of an honour was nothing 
but an aggregate of manorial courts. * An honour consists 
of many manors, yet all the courts of the manors are dis- 
tinguished and have several copyholders. And although 
there is for all the manors but one court, yet are they quasi 
several and distinct courts; and so it was usually in the 
time of the abbeys, that they kept but one court for many 
manors.' ' Whether or no this really was so in the thir- 
teenth century we shall be better able to judge when we have 
studied the Abbot of Ramsey's court at Broughton ; but the 
importance of the statement will be seen at once : — a lord's 
court is always a court for a manor ; the court of an honour 
is but an aggregate of courts each of which is the court of a 
single manor. It will further be observed that the manorial 
principle even when it is qualified by the concession that the 
lord of several manors might combine his courts, might 
hold all his courts on the same day and at the same place, 
is still much narrower than the feudal principle. It will 
meet the case of one who is the immediate lord of half-a- 
dozen manors ; but suppose him to give each manor to a 
different feoffee, it will not enable him to hold a court for 
these six freehold tenants of his ; the court, if any, that he 
holds for them will not be the court of any one of those 
manors, nor will it be an aggregate made up of the courts 
of all those manors ; there are now six manors, six manorial 
courts, six lords of manors; can there be an additional 
court held by the feoffor for his six feoffees ? 

Now most certainly the lord of a manor was often him- court above 
self bound to do suit to the court of his lord. In some ^^'^ 
cases we can say that the manor which he holds is a sub- 
manor of another manor of which he is a. tenant. Thus in 
1279 we find Ellen de la Zouche holding the vill of 

* This statement, on which modem which however merely says that 

historians have laid stress, comes divers abbots, priors etc. used to 

from Scagood v. Hone (1632), Croke^s hold courts at one manor for divers 

Reports, temp. Car. I. 866-7. It is several manors, and that this was 

based on a passage in Clifton v, good by custom. 
Molyneux, Coke*8 Reports, iv. 27 a, 
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Swavescy ; she has demesne, freehold tenants and villani. 
Among her freehold tenants is John son of Henry Beneit. 
We must admit that he is the lord of a manor ; he has 
demesne, freehold tenants and customary tenants ; he 
owes suit to Ellen's court from three weeks to three weeks ; 
but he holds his own court from three weeks to three weeks 
* outside the court of the said Ellen.' * But in many canes 
the court to whicli the lord of a manor owes suit can hardly 
be called the court of a manor of which he holds. Thus in 
Oxfordshire there are a number of lords of manors who owe 
suit three weeks by three weeks to the court of the Earl of 
Cornwall at North Osney ; * other lords owe suit to the 
same Earl's court of the honour of Wallingford ; • other 
lords in the same county owe suit to the court of the honour 
of Coventry.* It is not very rare to find the lord of a manor 
owing suit to a court many miles away. Nor is it necessary 
that the lord who has a lord of a manor among his suitors 
should himself be a tenant in chief of the king : R. C. holds 
the manor of Draycott and does suit for it monthly to the 
court of the lady of Appleton, who however holds of the 
Earl of Cornwall.* At Een Drayton in Cambridgeshire 
II. B. has an estate with a court to which his freehold 
tenants owe suit ; he himself owes suit to the court of Ellen 
de la Zouche and also to the court of the honour of 
Britanny of which honour Ellen holds; here are three 
courts one above the other ; what is more, a freehold 
tenant of B. B. has to do suit to them all, going perhaps 
to the higher courts as the representative of his lord and of 
his lord's lady.^ The petition of the barons in the Oxford 
Parliament of 1258 assumes that not unfrequently the 
courts stand three deep ; the capitalis dominus feodi has 
bis court, but above him there is superior capiUtlis dominuM 
feodi ejusdcm with his court, and above him again is alter 
superior dominus feodi iliius, who also has his court.' 



» B. 11. ii. 409. • R. H. ii. 767. 

« U. II. ii. f>03. 691. 716, 717, 858. • R. H. ii. 474. 

* R. H. ii. 775-7. ' Art. 29. Printod in Siabbt, 

* R. II. ii. 858-9. Select Charters. 
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That the creation of new courts by means of sub- creation of 
iiifeudation was a recognised practice appears from such oouru. 
an entry as the following : — The Abbot of Peterborough 
refuses to allow his freeholders to have court for their 
tenants outside his court, whereas this is sanctioned by 
law and custom throughout the realm.* The Prior of 
Dunstable got into difficulties with his burgesses at 
Dunstable about this matter; in 1247 he had to concede 
that his tenants in chief might hold courts for their 
immediate tenants.^ Such an example is instructive; a 
burgess of Dunstable can hardly have had a large and 
distinguished body of freehold tenants, but the desire to 
have a court of his own sometimes possessed the shop- 
keeper or small merchant as it possessed the earl and the 
abbot. 

Further, we find that some of the great lords kept ^V'}^!^ . , 

' or- abbots held 

courts on this wise : — the lord in each of his manors had co""^*" 
a court to which the freeholders of that manor, or some of l/ 

them, owed suit ; but further he had one central court to 
which all of his more important freeholders owed suit, 
sometimes in addition to the suit owed by them to the 
court of the manor in which their lands lay. Thus the 
Abbot of Eamsey kept a court at Broughton in Hunting- 
donshire for the greater of his freehold tenants. Suitors 
had to come to that court from Lincolnshire, Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, and Northamptonshire. 
Thus a tenant at Shitlington in the south of Bedfordshire 
owed suit to the court at Broughton and to the court of 
the manor of Shitlington when plea touching freehold was 
to be held there or a thief was to be judged.' We find a 
quite similar arrangement on the lands of the Abbey of 
Gloucester ; and here we have appropriate terms for the 
different courts ; each manor has its Iialivwtuvi, but the 
abbot has also his libera curia at Gloucester to which all 
his greater tenants owe suit, sometimes in addition to the 

' R. H. ii. 14. 296, 305, 413, 438, 440, 458. 476, and 

' Ann. Dnnst. 173-4. the extracts from the Broughton 

' Cart. Bams. i. 41-43, 286, 205, Kolls printed in this book. 
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suit due to the halimoteJ It seems probable that the 
same was the case among the freehold tenants of Thorney 
Abbey ; the greater, but not the smaller, no matter in what 
manor they are, owe suit to the abbot's court at Yaxley.' 
So the Abbot of St. Albans held a court for his freeholders 
under the great ash tree at St. Albans, and this court 
seems to have exercised a * juiisdiction in error * over the 
halimotes of the several manors.' So Abbot Samson of St. 
Edmunds, though he had many manors, seems to have met 
all his military tenants in the court at St. Edmundsbury.^ 

It may be worthy of note that similar arrangements 
were common in France. There is a strong, if superficial, 
resemblance between the Abbot of Ramsey's courts and 
those which he would have held had he been a French 
scifjncur. In each of his villages he would then have kept 
a court for the affairs of the smaller folk ; but over and 
above these he would have held a central court, an assise of 
his greater tenants, his knights and esquires, which would 
have entertained the more important matters and to which 
api>eal would have been made from the village courts.* In 
Germany wo find much the same thing : above the courts 
of liis various manors or Fronhofe, the lord at his chief 
manor {Obcrhof) lias a court of error ; occasionally, if he 
is a very great lord, his courts stand three deep.^ But at 
any rate no stretch of language will enable us to call the 
court at Broughton the court of a manor ; it is the court 
of a great fief. 

In 1340 we still find a tenant at Beighton in Derby- 
shire who owes suit from three weeks to three weeks to the 
court of the honour of Tickhill : the manor of Tickhill is 
in Yorkshire, but * the honour of the manor * extends into 
three counties, those of York, Derby, and Nottingham.^ 



« Cart. Olouc. i. 248. 303; ii. 84, 
208; iii. 77, 133. 150, 180, 187. 

« R. H. ii. r>43-5-<>-8. 

■ Ck>urt RoUb of Winslow, UniT. 
Librnry, Cambridge ; nee also Mat. 
Par. Chron. Maj. vi. 438. 

* Chron. Joccl. Brakelond. pp. 
20. 48-9. 



* See Tanon, Histoire des Jasiicea 
des Ancicnncs Kgliacs de Paris, cap. 
6. 

• O. L. V. Maurcr, FronhMe, iv. 
228-243 

' Y. 13. (cd. Pike) 14 Edw. III. p. 
88. 
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To come to yet more recent times, when Roger North took 
to ' court keeping ' in order to leain law and was appointed 
temporal steward of the Archbishop of Canterbm-y, he 
found that the Palace Court of Canterbury had * jurisdic* 
tion in all personal actions of any value arising within the 
liberty, that is, in any of the towns [i.e. townships] whereof 
the church of Canterbury had the seignioralty, which is a 
large circuit in the county of Kent; for although there 
were no demesnes, yet the services and other incidents of 
dominion in old time were considerable.' * 

Further investigation would probably produce other 
examples of feudal courts which were not courts of manors, ^arcITuru" 
or which were much more than courts of manors. Still, «ncon»»non. 
the ultimate triumph of the manorial principle as a rule of 
law, and the fact that some research is necessary to dis- 
cover such courts, will make us suspect that they never 
were very common. In particular it would seem as if the 
lord of a great honour scattered about in divers counties 
had seldom attempted to hold a single court for all his 
great freehold tenants ; his honour had different courts in 
different counties. The words of the Leges Henrici would 
have empowered the Count of Mortain to summon his Cor- 
nish tenants to a court in Yorkshire. We do not hear of 
this being done, and an earl or prelate would hardly have 
got knights to serve him had it been Bup|X)sed that he 
would do anything of the kind. But the singularly well 
attested case of the Abbot of Ramsey's court seems to 
show that there was no rule of law preventing the formation 
of a court with suitors drawn from seven counties. 

Our estimate of the evidence may perhaps be affected ru>^ r-' to 
by the opinion that we form on another question, important 
in itself, namely, whether a feoffor who desired that his 
feoffee should do suit to his court had to expressly stipulate 
for such suit on the occasion of the feoffment. About this 
question we have some interesting though perplexing infor- 
mation. In the middle of the thirteenth century it was 
the subject of warm controversy. 

* Autobiography of Boger North, p. 110. 
VOL. II. C 
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iinrtAn't Bractoii's doctrine is that in the absence of special 

stipulation the tenant is bound to attend his lord's court 
for what are considered matters of royal concern, but only 
for those ; he is bound to attend when a writ of right is to 
be tried, when a thief is to be judged, or when there is any 
business which touches the king's peace. In such cases 
the service which the tenant has to do is in truth service 
due to the king for the advancement of justice. It is not 
even competent for the lord and tenant to contract that 
such service shall not be done, though it is competent for 
the lord to agree that the tenant shall be indemnified for 
it ; the burden of such service is thus placed on the same 
footing as the burden of scutage. But if the lord wants 
more suit than this, if e.g. he wishes that his tenant should 
do suit from three weeks to three weeks, he must expressly 
bargain for it.* 

This doctrine is supported by a case from 1281. 8. 
charges W. with exacting suit of court in contradiction to 
a charter whereby J., father of W., had enfeoffed 8. to hold 
freely at a rent * pro omni servicio.' W. denies that he 
has exacted any periodic suit of court ; he has only de- 
manded that reasonable suit of court which everyone is 
bound to do, namely to afforce the court when the king*s 
writ comes there and when a thief is to be tried. This 
plea is treated as a sufficient answer, and W. is allowed to 
prove its truth by making his law : th6 only suit that he 
has demanded iHracionabilis secta, and therefore the demand 
is not contrary to the charter of feoffment.' In another 
case we find the Abbot of Bcaulicu demanding from L. 
suit of court from fortnight to fortnight, while from 
B. he demands suit merely when the king's writ comes 
or when a thief is to be tried.' As will be shown below, 
there is plenty of evidence that the suitors fell into two 
main classes, those who were bound to attend the periodic 
sittings of the court and those who either were only bound 
to conic when there was royal business to be transacted or 

• I5rftClon. f. 35, 35b, 37. « Braclon's Note Book, pi. 681. 

* Ibid. pi. 0o5. 
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in addition to this had to come t^yice a year to the two 
plenary sessions. Before 1231 the courts seem to have 
been commonly held at fortnightly intervals : an ordinance 
of that year provided that they should be held but once in 
three weeks.* 

But apparently the law was in an unsettled state, wiiuam 

of York'« 

William of York became bishop of Salisbury in 1247 and doctrioc. 
died in 1256. For some years before his consecration he 
held a foremost place among the royal judges. Chronicling 
his death, Matthew Paris eays that certain conduct of his 
had heaped innumerable maledictions on his head.' On a 
later page we learn something as to what this conduct was 
— he had established as law a certain evil custom, to wit, 
that every tenant, no matter how small his tenement, should 
do suit to his lord's court. Men who have never done suit 
now to their surprise find themselves bound to do it. This, 
says Paris, brings great harm and loss on the tenants, and 
little or no profit to the lords. He proceeds to hint that 
the bishop is now expiating this oppressive innovation in 
another world.* Whether William of York had gone be- 
yond Bracton's doctrine or no we cannot decide for certain ; 
seemingly he had, but the maledictions which he earned 
bore firuit in the revolutionary period which followed on his 
death. Suit of court is the very first matter dealt with by 
the Provisions of Westminster, which in 1259 were obtained 
from the baronial council by the knights, the subvassals. 
It is ordamed that a person enfeoffed by charter shall not be 
distrained to do suit at his lord's court unless either the 
suit be expressly bargained for in the charter, or the suit 
was done at the time of the king's first journey into 
Britanny now twenty-nine years ago. No one, again, en- 
feoffed without charter need do suit unless it was done before 
the date just mentioned.* When the Barons' War was 
over this provision found a place in the Statute of Marl- 



' Ann. Dunstap. 139, 140. * Prov. West, in Stubbs, Select 

' Mat. Par. Cbron. Maj. (Bolls Cbarters ; see also Stubbs, Const, 

Ser.), V. 634. Hist ii. 81. 
' Ibid. 545, 
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borough of 12G7,' and became a permanent part of English 
law: — no freeholder is bound to suit at his lord's court 
unless this is imposed on him by the terms of his charter 
or was done before King Henry went to Britanny in the 
year 1230. 

That during the thirteenth century it was common to 
expressly stipulate for suit of court is plain. A number of 
instances may be taken from charters granted by the Abbey 
of Gloucester : — the feoffee shall do suit at our court of A ; ' 
he shall do suit at our court of A like his neighbours ; ' he 
shall do suit twice a year at the court of our Priory of B 
with our free men ;^ he shall do suit at our court of B when- 
ever it shall be holden ; ^ he and his heirs shall do suit at 
our court of Gloucester as well as at our court of Churcliam ; • 
he shall do suit at our court of B twice a year and when- 
ever our cellarer shall summon him to afforce the court for 
any diiGcult business ; ^ ' saving to us suit to our court of B 
twice a year, namely at Michaelmas and Hoketidc.' * Again, 
W. owes suit to our free court {libera curia) at Gloucester, 
during half the year whenever it shall be holden, and 
during the other half only to aiTorce it should the king's 
writ come there, and then only upon reasonable summons.' 
Again in the extents of theGloucester manors we constantly 
find entries which show that this obligation had been made 
the subject of bargain : — he owes suit to every court at 
Gloucester and twice in the year to thehalimote of Barton; 
to every court of Northleach, and to every court of Glou- 
cester; to our free court at Gloucester and the halimote of 
Churcham, and so forth J^ That this was no local peculiarity 
we may see from other cartularies ; for example," a tenant 
of the Abbot of R(imsey at Shitlington in Bedfordshire owes 
suit both to the court of the Abbot's honour held at 
Broughton in Huntingdonshire and to the court of the 



« suit. 52 Hen. III. c. 9. 


» Ibid. 303. 


« Cm I. (ilouc. i. 100. 


• Ibid. ii. 251. 


« Ihiil 105. 


• Ibid. ii. 20«. 


• Ibid. 221. 


»• Ibid. iii. 55. 77. 133, 160. 180. 


» Ibid. 222. 


" Cart. Hams. i. 4G0. 
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manor of Shitlington whenever pica touching free men is 
moved in it or thieves are to be tried. Many instances 
may be found in the Hundred Rolls ; thus at Oflford Cluny 
in Huntingdonshire there are 29 tenants bound to do suit 
twice a year, and also to do suit from three weeks to three 
weeks when the king's writ comes, while another set of 51 
tenants are only bound to come twice a year.* 

But what, we may ask, as to remoter times, what as to Roinotor 
the twelfth century ? The evidence that comes before us luitiVcolirt 
is in the main the ambiguous evidence of silence. The 
extant charters and fines enable us to say with some cer- 
tainty that when a new freehold tenure was created the 
lord very seldom stipulated in writing for suit of court.* 
Two inferences may present themselves as plausible : namely, 
that an express bargain was deemed needless, or else that 
the subinfeudators could not or did not care to secure the 
suit of new freehold tenants. We can hardly doubt how- 
ever that the former is the sounder inference. In the 
thirteenth century when already much has been done to 
deprive the feudal courts of their value, the great lords, at 
least the great religious houses, still care a good deal about 
suit of court, they stipulate for it and enforce it rigorously 
even where in popular estimation it is not due. We cannot 
easily suppose that their predecessors had been less anxious 
about having courts of their own in days when feudal 
justice was still a formidable rival of royal justice. 

Here once more we have, as it seems, to look back upon sunnMarr 
a time of uncertainty and conflict, of vague understandings ^urt.*^ "^ 
and misunderstandings. Suit of court, like the other 
feudal burdens, relief, wardship, marriage, the obligation 
to find men at arms, emerges out of tacit compacts which 
the contracting parties would construe each in his own way ; 
general rule of law there has been none. It has perhaps 
been commonly assumed that a feoffee will owe suit of 
court, but only the most provident of landlords have been 
careful to define the amount. It has been very doubtful 

' R. II. ii. G83-4. Rams. i. 151, dated by Ihc editors 

- An iiibtancc is found in Cait. between iVMi and 11^0. 
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how far the king's courts \Till be at pain* to enforce an 
obligation which does not concern the kin^g. The creation 
of numerous small freeholds at last forces on a crisis ; many 
of the tenants have been enfeoffed without charter ; • 
William of York holds one opinion, Bracton holds another ; 
the matter is at length settled after rerolntion and ciril 
war. But, to return to onr starting-point, this controversy 
about suit of court favours rather the feudal than the 
manorial principle ; the obligation to attend t)>e lord's 
court, if in the absence of special stipulation there be any 
such obligation at all, is treated as the result. of tenure 
and the manorial organisation is not brought into the dis- 
cussion. 

IV. 

Anyone however who maintains that the feudal prin- 
ciple was the legal rule is almost bound to offer some ex- 
planation of the fact that we hear little of any feudal 
courts that are not manorial. Such an explanation might, 
it is thought, be given. Fart of it would have to deal with 
the days before the Conquest and part of it with the Conquest 
and the consequent distribution of lands. It is however 
generally admitted that the state of affairs disclosed by 
Domesday Book was not favourable to the formation of 
great patrimonial jurisdictions. The tenant in chief often 
had an estate which was scattered about England in com« 
paratively small i)arccls. One illustration, perhaps new, 
may be given of this ; it is taken from the townshii>8 
round Cambridge : — in Trumpington there were five te- 
nancies in chief, in Granchestor six, in I^arton three, in 
Comberton two and royal demesne, in Ilaslingfleld three 
and royal demesne, in Ilarston three, in Barrington five ; 
in this part of the country it was rare for a whole village to 
be subject to one lord. The estates of the Abbot of Bee, 
whose court rolls we are going to use, afford an example of 
a property acquired after the Conquest in little i)iecc8 ; 
hardly anywhtic had the abbot two contiguous manors. 



* B. li. ii. 683 
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Thus the feudal principle got no fair chance of showing the 
best or the worst that was in it. For all tliis however the 
process of subinfeudation would probably have issued in the 
creation of many great feudal courts, courts formed on the 
moilel of the Abbot of Ramsey's court at Broughton, had 
the jiu'isdiction over freeholders been very valuable. It 
remains therefore for us to see that it was not very valu- 
able, and thus we are led to discuss the powers of a ' court 
baron.' 

Now, however narrowly confined was its jurisdiction in Thrf.uiii 
the days of Edward I., we can trace the process by which tilc ki'ug < 



court. 



the various limits had been set, and when we have removed 
those Umits of which we know the history, the feudal court 
of the Norman reigns begins to appear as a very powerful 
court, powerful at least on paper. It is not a court which 
can entertain just a few definite pleas; rather it can enter- 
tain all pleas exceptis excipiendis — all pleas save those which 
the king has taken to himself. And then, again, the king s 
court appears as having in theory a limited jurisdiction; Growumf 
it can entertain pleas touching the tenants in chief, com- ro^iii'juru- 
plaints of default of justice in lower courts, the reserved 
pleas of the crown ; but it does not hold itself open as a 
court of first instance for all England. In course of 
time exception becomes rule, and rule exception ; but we 
can see this process at work. 

(i.) In Henry I.*s time, the pleas of the crown can be rir.vortiio 
enumerated in a miscellaneous and disorderly list ; but as 
yet we find no such general idea as that all crimes or all 
grave crimes belong to the king.* The extension and con- 
solidation of the king's peace,';* the introduction of the 
new and peculiarly royal procedure by way of indictment ^ 
had much simplified matters before Glanvill wrote. Crinio 
ill general had come within the royal cognisance ; it had 
become the exceptioii to a general principle that the lords 

' liOK- Hen. Piiiii. 10. capti fiierint per pracdictuin sacra- 

* F. rollock, The King's Peaue, in nicntuni hujiis assisac, nullus lialK*at 

Law (Quarterly Uevicw, i. 87. curiam vcl justitiani nee catalla nisi 

' Ass. Clarcnd. c. 5 : ' ct dc illis qui doniinu^ rex in curia sua.' 
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could deal with scuffles and blows and wounds. Etod 
these little matters could be turned into pleas of the crown 
by the mere use of four words — * in pace domini regis/ ' 

tii.) Perhaps the greatest event in the history of 
English law is that Henry II. cast his protection oyer pos- 
session, made the disturbance of seisin a cause for com- 
plaint to the king himself. Theoretically there was no 
interference with questions of property; practically the 
court which offers a posscssorium will soon draw to itself all 
disputes about proprietary rights.' When, in or about 
11G6, Henry issued the Assize of Novel Disseisin, he took a 
step of decisive importance.' 

(iii.) To all seeming he did more than this. In Glan- 
viirs book we find the rule that no man need answer for 
his freehold without royal writ.^ A writ of right, brer^ de 
recto tcnemlo, has become necessary when there is to be a 
proprietary claim in the lord's court ; such a writ contains 
a threat that if the lord will not do right, the sheriff shall 
do it ; the lord is thus made to look like a mere officer and 
delegate of the king. We cannot find that such a writ 
was necessary in Normandy or that it was necessary in 
England before Henry's day, tliough occasionally such a 
writ was obtained in order to put pressure on a dilatory lord.* 
Brunner has well said that a rule of this sort is not developed 
out of customary law ; we can hardly fail to hold with 
him that the rule in question has its origin in an ordinance, 
and an ordinance of Henry II.*"' May we not suspect that 
it was part of the Assize of Novel Disseisin ? The two 
principles are closely connected : — no one is to bo disseised 



• Glanv. I. 1, 2. 

' M. Paul Viollpl. Prkiii do 
rilintoirc du Proit Fian<;AiH, p. 'lO'i, 
haK rriimikr«I liow in Kmiicu tho 
temporal courtn hy ofTrriiiK ft * pos- 
fW*Rsoirr ' inat)A^(-<l to deprive th« 
rccloRiaslicnl rouits of buRinc^s. A 
IM)MM>R!ioiy actiuii, he Fayn, d<>al8 
only with tlio rxloriial side of a 
qiir'»tion of rijjhl : * or I'cxterioril^ 
d'linc cpirslion do droit, c'cst bien 
Rouvent son cot<- itratifjuc.' 



' At present the dale seems fixed 
by the newly printtMl ri|H» lloll of 13 
Henry II. ; Ree c^. p. 65, • T. dehot^O 
Kol. pro diKsaisina BU|>er assUam 
llegis.' 

* Olanv. xii. 2 and 25. 

* Jiinrlow. I'lacita AngloNonu&n- 
nicA, ihissim. 

* Kntsteliiing der Schwurgoricliie, 
•111: • N*uerunf;en diciier Art pflcf^en 
FJch r)i( III aiif uc^ohnhcit&rochi* 
lichcm Wcge ^u bilden.' 



INTRODUCTION. Iv 

of his free tenement unjustly and without a judgment : — 
no one need answer for his free tenement without the king's 
writ:— the king undertakes to protect seisin of freehold 
not only against illegal force but also against irresponsible 
justice. In a writ of 1207 which John sent to the people 
of Ireland he coupled the two principles : — we will that no 
one shall disseise you of your free tenements unjustly and 
without a judgment, and that you shall not be impleaded 
for your free tenements without our writ or that of our 
justiciar ; > may we not guess that he was quoting from 
his father's Assize ? 

(iv.) The Grand Assize of Henry II. made yet another ti.c urnu.i 
inroad on the feudal jurisdictions. In the proprietary ^^' 
action the tenant can always get the case removed into the 
royal court by claiming the privilege of that new mode of 
trial which only the king can give him. 

(v.) Not content with this, the king simply ignores the xhewriuoc 
lord's court and will when he pleases* issue a simple *^"*'^' 
praecipe quod rcddat even though the land be holden of a 
mesne lord. But this is regarded as an abuse and is 
forbidden by the Great Charter,' a document in which 
retrogressive are mingled with progressive tendencies. But 
the prohibition is useless. Already under cover of a 
convenient uncertainty as to the expect limit between 
possessory and petitory claims, the chancery has been 
devising a large group of writs of entry, which take the 
dispute to the royal court on the pretext that the flaw in 
the tenant's title is recent.^ A provision in the Statute of 
Marlborough (1267) which looks obscure enough nowadays 
removes the limits by which these writs have hitherto been 
fenced in and practically reverses the policy of the Charter.'* 
It seems a little, technical improvement ; but really it is a 
great landmark ; it means this, that men no longer see any 

' Rot. Pat. 76. would extend Ihe possessorium ; 

' Glanv. lib. i. c. 5. Bruns, liecht des Besitzes, p. 177. 

* Charter of 1216, c. 34. » Stat Marlb. c. 29, which gives 

* Hot. Cl. i. 3'i. Just at this time ' the writ of entry sur disseisin in the 
ihe Canon Law, like our English post.* 

Law, was hesitating as to how far it 
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objection to the king's court making itself an omnicom- 
petent court of first instance ; feudal justice in any very 
serious sense is a thing of the past. 

(vi.) The king has instituted and has preserved very 
carefully for his court and his sheriffs the form of action, 
which under the name of replevin has a great history 
before it : here again we may perhaps see the notion that 
whatever may be the case with ownership, possession is a 
matter for royal protection.* 

(vii.) The idea of the king*s peace has not done all its 
work when it has placed all criminal justice in the king's 
hand and all that we can call police jurisdiction in his 
hands or the hands of those who theoretically are bis 
delegates; it yet has to give to the world the action of 
trespass. This action seems to come into common use 
somewhat suddenly towards the end of Henry III.'s reign ; 
possibly some ordinance not now known tb us brought it 
into fashion and thus gave us a form of action fertile with 
new subordinate forms.' 

(viii.) The Statute of Gloucester (1278) or the interpre- 
tation set upon one of its clauses condemned the court 
baron to become in course of time a petty court.* The 
clause in question seems on its face to have quite another 
object : it says that none is to have a writ of trespass in 
the king's courts unless he will affirm that the goods taken 
away were worth forty shillings at the least. This Bccnis 
to have been construed to imply a very different rulr, 
namely that no action for more than forty shillings shall 
be brought in a local court. The judges at Westminster 
have not escaped the charge of perverting the statute to 
their own profit; but we learn from Britton (circ. 121M)) 



• Serabovp.p. xxv. Britton. i. 130, 
BAyA plainly that the rrfiisal to 
dflivor a jlistn'ss whon plMp*' is 
ofTiTtMl in an aitirle of thr» king's 
peacr ; * l^* vr r»>.t iin arlirl** fir no><ti*r 
prH riifiowU'\* 'l\\o line* whirli 
clivi»!i'«l ihis plarituni loyulr fioin a 
niri#» a«tu)n f«»r ;;oo«ls taken an ay 
was rath'^r d**licato. Sc« the hail of 



Warcnnc's case. V. Q. W. p. 751. 

• TIhtc aie a few actions of 
trespass in IJracton's Note H4»<»k ; 
Jlrarton know the action, and |»er- 
haps nirnnl to tirat of it; nor f. lf>l. 
II;i. I'or the frctpiont use mafl** 

of it lato in Honrv's irij;n, hp^ Plac. 
Ahhu'v. I».0 foil. ' 

* SUt. 6 Ldw. I. c. 8. 
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that this rule, so damaging to the local tribunals, was law 
already in his day/ and we are hardly entitled to say that 
the judges misunderstood or perverted the intention of the 
lawgivers though they found in the clause more than we 
can see there ; very possibly they themselves had penned 
that clause.' 

The success of the king's justice in its competition with l'^''^^ "' 
feudal justice was well deserved. The royal court offered a i"»^*«« y*" 
better and stronger commodity than was to be had else- 
where ; in particular it offered trial by jury as a substitute 
for the ancient modes of proof. It is true that the lords 
80 far as they could imitated the royal procedure, they 
granted to litigants, they sold, the right to an inquest of 
neighbours. But their power was limited. They could 
force their villans to swear ; but could they force their free- 
holders to swear ? That they took upon themselves to do 
this seems clear. But here again, as in many other 
instances, their efforts were opposed both by the king and 
by their tenants. As one of the Provisions of 1259, after- 
wards confirmed by the Statute of Marlborough, it is 
conceded to the lower freeholders that no lord may coerce 
his freeholders into swearing against their will, for none 
may do this without the king's command.^ This prevented 
the lord from impanelling a jury to try the freeholder's 
cases, unless jurymen would come of their own free will. 

(ix.) Every change in the law which made it easier for i-»« «f ''i^- 
a lord to enforce his proprietary rights against his free- •crvkc. 
hold tenants must have made a court of freeholders of less 
value to him. In past time one of the main uses of such 
a court must have been that it enabled the lord to exact 
his dues ; he could bring the pressure of law to bear upon 
his tenants in a tribunal of which he himself was the {nesi- 
dent. Now it should here be noted as probable that the 
lord of freehold tenants must at one time have needed the 

' Biitton, i. lo5 ; Fleta, li)3. I understand it better than you do, for 

have not been able to find any we made it ' : ^-pcr Hcngham, Y. B, 

evidence that the rule was older 33-5 Ed. I. p. 82. 
than the Statute of Gloucester. ' Prov. VVestm. o. 18 ; 8tat. 

' ' Do not gloss the, statute ; we Marlb. c. 22. 
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aid of a court beforo ho could distrain thoso tenants for 
rent or otiior services in arrcar. There is a good deal of 
evidence that for a long while after the Conquest the lord 
could not distrain until* ho had first obtained either the 
judgment of a court or a writ from the king. To obtain a 
judgment in his own court would be no very difficult affair ; 
having a court of his own, he was saved the risk of going to 
another tribunal of whose care for his interests he could not 
be so certain. But a change in the law of distress, which 
we can now but dimly see, altered all this ; he needed no 
court to enable him to distrain.^ 

(x.) Lastly, it was established, and this was of great 
importance, that a lord could not make his court a court 
of error or of appeal ; with what went on in the courts of 
his tenants he was to have no concern. We can see how- 
over that the point was hotly contested ; the greater lords 
wished for a jurisdiction of second instance over the vassals 
of their vassals. But the cause of the lower freeholders was 
tlie cause of the king also. The writ of right tells the lord to 
do right in his court, and threatens that if he will not do 
it, the king's sheriff shall. Bracton argues from these 
words that if the court of the immediate lord makes 
default, there can l)e no recourse to the courts of superior 
lords, the case must be removed by royal writ into the 
county court. But this he states diOidently as a probable' 
oi)inion.' Evidently there was a struggle between thr 
higher and the lower feudatories. In the famous })etitiou of 
the Oxford Parliament of 1258 this point is raised. In 
some counties the usage is to allow the superior lords to 
entertain cjises when the courts of lower lords have matte 



• As to distirsjt, SCO nigolow, Higt. 
rioce«luro, p. 202 H. Kvon Urarton, 
f. li>7 b, softiiH to trvat it as usual 
tlioiigh ncit ne<-('SKAiy that tlir lord 
shouM oMain ajudgnirntinhiK court 
iN'forr clisttaiiiinK liis tt'tinnt for 
MTvicrRiii arrrar. ScoHraclon'n Noto 
l;<»ok. \A. 2, 7H, 202, 270, :m«. :«70. 
177, r2t»7. 'Mm* p'luri of (listiiiiiiin^ 
a Iriiant f'T siiMcrt* in arirar is of 
roui^r to hr (liNtin(;uishcd from the 



power of diNtraiiiiiif; a t<.'nant lo 
appear in court and answer touching; 
scrrviecs in arrear. Until the writ f>f 
crssavit jH-r bicuniuin was giantxMl li^ 
statute (Westni. II. c. 21) in the da\<< 
of Kdward I., there was appaientl> 
no action in the royal court ^herehv 
a lord could ejrct a frtM'hoM t4*naiil 
wlio did not |H>ifiiim his tei vices*. 
• J Ji acton, f. :»2*» b. < 2. 
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default ; this is manifestly against justice, as appears from 
the wording of the writ of right.* Thp Provisions of 1259 
deal with a similar point ; no one hut the king may hold 
plea of false judgment, for a plea of this kind specially 
pertains to the king's dignity.^ In 1267 this was con- 
firmed by the Statute of Marlborough.' A concession to 
the lower freeholders takes the form of an assertion of 
royal prerogative. 

We may regard this as a turning-point in the history 
of the feudal courts. If the great baron had been able to 
make his court a court not merely for his immediate 
tenants but also a court with a supervisory jurisdiction 
over their courts, it would have been worth his while to 
keep his court alive ; it might have become the fountain of 
justice for a large district. But a court merely for the 
suits of his great freehold tenants, some dozen or half-dozen 
knights, was hardly worth having and became less worth 
Laving as time went on. 

We may notice that even Bracton, a royal judge, though 
he holds that all temporal justice is in some sort derived 
from the king, has not attained the point of view from 
which it seems natural that every injury should be re- 
dressed in the king's own courts. He gives reasons why 
this and the other action should be heard there — all dis- 
. putes about advowsons, for example, must come there, 
because none but the king can force the bishop to say 
whether the church be empty ; actions by a widow who has 
got no part of her dower must come there, because per- 
chance the marriage may be denied, and none but the 
king can compel the bishop to say whether marriage there 
was; actions to try the question of free or villan status 
must come there, because — well, Bracton does not know 
exactly why this is, but perhaps it is in favour of liberty.^ 
A few years of civil strife followed by a few years of 
Edward's government make a wonderful change. Men 
are no longer clamouring about the multitude of new 

' Petition of the Barons, c. 29, in the Select Charters. 

» Prov. West. c. IG. > Stat. Marlb. c. 19. * Bracton, £. 105-G. 
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writs ; parliament has to urge the chancery not to be too 
pedantic, but to grant new writs when new cases fall under 
old principles ; the king's courts have triumphed all along 
the line, but triumphed by becoming the courts of a king 
who habitually legislates with the consent of a parliament. 

Looking back once more to the Norman time, and 
thinking away the restrictions which have gradually nar- 
rowed the sphere of seignorial justice, the feudal court 
stands out as a tribunal with large, vague powers. In vain 
we look for any strict theory, in vain we ask how much 
was the outcome of the mere fact of lordship, how much 
the outcome of grants of sak and sok. Without daring to 
set limits to the knowable, it yet seems likely that there 
was little clear law about these things. It is likely that 
extreme theories were advanced on either side honestly and 
plausibly, the king contending that private jurisdictions of all 
sorts and kinds were regalia, the lords that a lordship over 
tenants implied a court for those tenants competent for all 
cases save a few specially royal pleas. Between king and 
barons there was no impartial judge, and therefore in our 
sense but very little law. 

In course of time a feudal court becomes unimportant 
except in so far as it is a manorial court, a jurisdiction over 
freeholders is a mere adjunct to the jurisdiction over villans 
and customary tenants. But this latter jurisdiction is of 
the utmost importance, it is the very lifeblood of the 
agrarian and economic system. And, let the lawyers say 
what they will, it' is a true jurisdiction, an administration 
of the custom of the manor ; it is no mere exhibition of the 
will of a lord who is owner of the villan tenements and 
owner of the villans : — no decent lord treats it as such. 



V. 

coke'i doc. A few words as to this most difficult subject, the juris- 

iHneof the , . 

oMitoriai diction over unfree tenants. We will start by transcribing 
the classical passage in wliich Coke lays down the law for 
future times: — 
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And it is to be understood that this court [i.e. the court of a 
manor] is of two natures.' The first is by the common law, and 
is called a court baron, as some have said, for that it is the 
freeholders or freemans court (for barons in one sense signifio 
freemen),' and of that court the freeholders being suitors be 
judges, and this may be kept from three weekes to three weekes. 
The second is a customary court, and that doth concerne copi- 
holders, and therein the lord or his steward is the judge. Now 
as there can be no court baron without freeholders, so there 
cannot be this kind of customary court without copiholders or 
customary holders. And as there may be a court baron of free- 
holders only without copiholders, and then is the steward the 
register, so there may be a customary court of copiholders onely 
without freeholders, and then is the lord or his steward the 
judge. And when the court baron is of this double nature, the 
court roll containeth as well matters appertaining to the cus- 
tomary court, as to the court baron. (Co. Lit. 58 a.) 

Along with this we must take the well-known statement The theory 
consecrated by Coke that without a court of freehold tenants freehoidcw. 
there is no * manor.' If at any time there cease to be two 
freeholders owing suit, the manor perishes, though the lord's 
rights over his copyholders remain what they were and he 
can hold a customary court for them.^ 

This doctrine can be traced back into Brokers Abridge- The theory 
ment. We find the following passages : — o ro c. 

In the same year [i.e. 88 Hen. YIII.] it was said for law that 
if there be a manor and all the freeholds save one escheat to 
the lord, or he purchases all save one, his manor is then extinct, 
for there can be no manor without a court baron, and a court 
baron can only be held before two suitors, and not before one 
suitor, therefore one freehold only cannot make a manor. 
(Bro. Abr. Comprise, 81.) 

In 28 Hen. VIII. it was said that a lord of a manor cannot 

hold a court or do justice^ without two suitors, and if they cease 

to exist or there is but one suitor, the manor is determined, for 

there is no manor without suitors. (Bro. Abr. Court Baron, 22.) 

See Register tit. Accioun remove extra curiam baronis [i.e. 
Reg. Brev. f. II b], because there were only four suitors; but 

' No, it is curia baronis not curia ■ Note that Broke does not say 

haronum ; see above, pp. xvi.-xx. that he can still do justice on or 

' Co. 4 Rep. 2C b ; G Bep. C4 a. between copyholders. 
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quaere m to Uiifl, for it taemfl Uiai the plaral nnmb«r. to wit 
two, tfl itiflTieient. And so it was said for Uw in the Star 
Cliambcr in the time of Hen. VIII. [in a cane] b«twf«en Browne, 
justice, and Lion, grocer of London. (Bro. Suiie, 17.) 

The gucfis is pormiBsible that these three extracts refer 
to ono and the same case, to tome decisitm of the Riwr 
Chamber in the 23rd or 33rd yesr of Henry VIII. of wliich 
Broke had a note. 

A q«m"»«f Now as regards one part of this doctrine we have little 
difficulty: it is a natural thing that some minimum 
number of judges should be requisite to form a court in 
which the suitors are the judgea. We may be surprised at 
finding that so small a number as two will suffice ; older 
statements seem to point to four * or eren to twelve ; ' but 
in Henry VIU.'s day when the importance of such courts had 
become very small and the steward probably did in practice 
all such judging as had to be done, two suitors might seem a 
suflficient quorum : —Tree fariunt coU^ffium. It would seem 
also that in some of the German manorial courta two 
suitors were enough,' Uiough seven were generally re- 
quired. 

whf MH Our difficulties begin only when we attempt to under- 

stand the meaning of the dogma that without freeholders 
and a court for freeholders there is no manor. T)iere seem 
to be two alternatives open to us— namely, either to say that 
Uie freeholders were required as judges for the customary 
tenants, or to say that the dogma was a barely verbal pro- 
position, no rule of law but a mere definition or partial de- 
finition of the term ' manor.* 

T)NrrrrH««i TIic lattiT alternative is that taken by Coke and his 
successors. The presence of freeholders is not necessary in 
order to give the lord a jurisdiction over copyholders ; the 
freeholders are not to judge the copyholders, the copyholders* 

I T. B. 91 aiul n FA. I. p. 616; rtemden, 

B««. Brvv. r. II b. WHms Um prc^ * 8Mlh«dieioma«(hbe<iloll«nc<, 

etc4tn|{t of anjr local eourt mtrm to a jti4g« of John's rvtgn. ciU4 abow, 

hm brouirbi before ih« kinf't court, p. itiv. 

Um rffvuir pracliet wm lo 4#tiiaiid ' G. L. ton Maorrr, Frooh6f«, iv. 

th« prttenc* of four tuiton m 117. 
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only judge is the lord's steward ; but still for some reason 
never explained we are not to give the name ' manor ' to 
any complex of rights that does not include a jurisdiction 
over freeholders. Suppose a manor ; suppose that all the 
freeholds escheat ; the relation of the lord to his customary 
tenants remains j.ust what it wjis before, only we are not 
to say that he has a manor ; at best he has ' a customary 
manor,* a ' reputed manor.' 

We can conceive that this is the long and the short of isitamereiy 

, , vorbul pro- 

the matter, that we have come upon a i^iece of arbitrary position? 
and sterile terminology such as is occasionally found in 
every technical system. It may be shown, for example, that 
lawyers once used the words ' appendant ' and ' appur- 
tenant * indiscriminately * and saw no harm in pleading 
about the * seisin ' of chattels :— no word begins by being a 
technical word. But further in the present case we can 
venture a surmise as to the means whereby the term under- 
went a specification. I have not been able to find in the 
Year Books the statement that without a court baron or a 
court of freeholders there can be no manor ; ' but we may 
easily find the statement that to every manor a court baron 
is incident.' This seems to mean two things — (1) that 
when a feoffment, lease or the like is made of a 'manor' 
there is no need to mention the court baron, for it is com - 
prised in the term * manor ' ; and (2) that if it be admitted 
that you have a ' manor,' you have no need to show either 
grant or prescription for your court baron. Now both 
these rules may well be true without its being also true 
that there is no manor without a court baron. In convey- 



* See Scrntton, Ck)mmoDB and 
Common Fields. 

« The case Trin. 12 Hen. IV. f. 26. 
pi. 13, cited by Coke, 6 Rep. 64 a, is 
distinctly against him as regards 
terminology, for it says that when 
' a manor with [freehold] services ' 
was partitioned, and * the manor ' was 
allotted to one parcener, the services 
to the other, * the parcener who had 
the manor ' could have no suit of 
court from the freeholders, while he 
who had the services could have no 
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suit, ' because he had not the 
'manor.* Thirning, C. J., had no 
notion that the ' manor * was sus- 
pended ; one of the parceners had 
the manor, though he had no suit of 
freeholders. 

■ • Chescun manoir de common 
droit ad un court baron incident al 
manoir,' Trin. 34 Hen. VI. f . 49, pi. 
15. * De common droit a chescun 
manoir est incident un court baron,' 
Trin. 8 Hen. VII. f. 3, pi. 1. 
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ing land there is no need to mention the easeuienta wliicb 
that land enjoys over other land ; but it is not every piece 
of land that haa ea«ementa. Still once get these rales 
statiKl authoritatively in the form * To every manor a court 
baron in incident* and a little misunderstanding, of a 
kind familiar to all who have studied legal history, may 
bring us to the dogma ' No court baron, therefore no manor.* 

Ci-rlaiiily however it would l>e more satisfactory could 
we see here a rule of law and not a mere rule of legal 
terminolog}'. But this wo can hardly do without holding 
that the reason for requiring the two or more freeholder! 
is that without the presence of free suitors no justice caii 
be done even between or U|)on the customary tenants. 
This Coke and his successors deny ; they assert that for 
customary tenants there is a customary court in which the 
lord*s steward is the sole judge. But even in Elixabeib'a 
day this assertion seems to have i)een disputed, fur there 
were who doubted whether any manorial court of any aori 
or kind could be held if there were not two free suitors.* 
A mere doubt on such a ix)int is enough to set us aj^king 
whether the whole doctrine of a cuhtomary court diAtinct 
from the court baron, the doctrine that the customary 
tenants have no judge save the lord's steward, Ik? not of 
moilcrn origin.' 

In course of time the Selden Society may come to some 
assured answer to this question. It certainly is a very 
difficult question. As will be seen from the s|KHMmens here 
printed, the court rolls of the thirteenth C4*ntury usually 
maintain a provoking silence about the constitution of the 
courts whofi<» doings they relate. We have to att^^nd to 
minute jwiints and ambigxious indications which we are 
lik«»ly to construe in various ways according to our pre<y>n- 
ceive<l opinions as to the earlier history of the villan class : — 
Is it the hiHt4>ry ofaclass of free men falling through predial 



• Rm what i« ukid hj OilheH, 
TmnrfHi, p. 910 I C*oni|>*r« Kdion. 
Vet Manenomm, p. 70*1. 

* Rcif^r North in ht« Antobio- 
fraph^. p. lOS. whrn hr t« h} ntkj of 



rtpUinins U> Urmen th«> mjvt^ma 
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serfage to personal slavery, or of a class of slaves rising 
through predial serfage to liberty, or of a fusion of classes 
of free men and slaves whose mixed traditions of freedom 
and slavery are consolidated into a law of serfage ? But 
still, though we must leave this wider question open, a few 
suggestions may be made. 

The constitution of the communal (county and hundred) suitors na 
courts in the thirteenth century may serve us as a starting- Anders, 
point, for it has every appearance of being very old and 
there is some direct evidence of its great age.* In these 
courts, we are told, the sheriff though he presided was not 
the judge ; the suitors were the judges. This was no idle 
doctrine: — a case from 1226 shows us how the sheriff of 
Lincolnshire was obliged to adjourn the court because he 
had quarreled with the freeholders whose business it was 
'facere judicia.'^ * Facere judicia,' to make judgments, 
this was the duty of the suitors. The relation between the 
sheriff and the suitors we can hardly express in any of our 
accustomed English terms, because in England the con- 
stitution of these old courts became a matter of small im- 
portance, an archaism, and all our traditional, technical 
language is adapted to describe a newer type of court, a court 
which has 'judges' for questions of law and *juiors' for 
questions of fact.^ If for a moment we may use German 
terms we can say that the sheriff is dcj* Eichter, the suitors 
are die Urtheilfinder. The sheriff is the presiding magistrate, 
he controls the whole procedure, issues all the mandates, 
pronounces the sentence; but 'judicia facere,' to find the 
judgments, that is the duty of the suitors. They are not 
'judges of fact ' ; the ancient procedure requires no 'judges 

• Dr. Brunner, Deutsche Rechts- 27 ; Pasch. 12 Hen. VII. f. 16, pi. 1. 

geschichie, i. 152, has lately sommed " Thus Choke makes the sherifl a 

up the eyidence as to the constitu- mere * minister/ Ck)ke makes the 

tion of the Anglo-Saxon courts in steward a mere ' register ' ; neither 

accordance with the prevailing of these terms is very appropriate ; 

opinion. . see Holroyd v. Brcarct 2 Bnrn. and 

« Bracton'8 Note Book, pi. 1730 ; Aid. 473. In a roll of Edward I.'s 

see also pi. 212. The doctrine is reign for the hundred of Appletree, 

weU maintained in the Year Books ; a township is amerced * pro defectu 

26 Ass. pi. 46, f. 129 ; Hil. 45 Ed. jtidicatonim ' — an apt term ; Duchy 

III. f. 1, pi. 2; Mich. 6 Ed. IV. f. of Lancaster Bolls, Bundle 48, No. 

3, pi. 9 ; Hil. 7 Ed, IV. f. 23. pi. 482, m. 1 d. 
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of fact ' ; facts are proved by appeals to the supernatural : 
by solemn, formal oaths, by ordeals, by battle ; the ' judg- 
ment-finders ' lay down the law, decide by whom and in 
what mode the case shall be proved. We come upon one of 
the convincing proofs that trial by jury is an innovation when 
we say it never forms part of the procedure of the com- 
munal courts. Presentment by jury does make its way 
into their procedure ; in consequence of royal ordinance it 
becomes the procedure of the sherifiTs tourn ; even this 
serves to introduce a new order of ideas : — in the sherifTs 
tourn the sheriflf is the judge. 

The manorial courts were more open to the assaults of 
the new i)rocedure. We have seen how the lords grasped 
at the presenting jury and made it the active force of their 
leets. The jury of trial also they introduced when they 
could. In imitation of their royal master they took to 
selling the right to have questions decided by inquest. But 
here a distinction disclosed itself between the two great 
classes of tenants : the lord conkl force his villans to swear, 
he could not force his freeholders to swear ; they resisted 
the attempt and made good their point.* Here then we see 
a distinction capable of splitting a manoVial court into two ; 
for the villans there may be judge and jury after the fashion 
of the king's courts ; ' a jury of freeholders cannot be had 
unless freeholders will voluntarily consent to serve as jurors. 
In the one case the suitors can be depressed from the posi- 
tion of 'judgment-makers' to that of jurors; in the other 
case they must remain * judgment-malters* until the end. 

An illustration of this process may be seen in another 
l)rovince of the law. At the end of the middle ages a peer 
indicted for felony or treason has to stand his trial before 
one of two very different tribunals, and it depends, we may 
say, on an accident, the sitting or not sitting of parliament, 
whether he will have to plead before the one or before the 

' Stat. Marlb. 12(i7, c. '22 : 'nee arcter les Rutourn de jurer.* 8«e alio 

jurare facint libere trnentet suos Co. 2nd Inst. p. 142. 

contra voliintai^rn suam, drfticut ' SeriheprocedenUforaummoning 

hoc nulIuflfarere|>ofisii Rine preccpto jurors to ti7 customary pl&inU, ia 

doniini rcKis.* Trin. 44 Kd. III. Scriven. Cop^holda, ed. 1894, Ap. 

f. VJ, pi. 14 ; \c scigiiour nc poit nij p. 117»9. 
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other. He may be tried before a court in which all his 
peers sit as judges of both fact and law, presided over by a 
high steward who is but * primus inter pares * ; on the 
other hand he may find that a high steward empowered 
* ad audiendum et terminandum ' is his only judge, while a 
selected body of his peers summoned * ut rei Veritas melius 
sciatur ' plays the part, not indeed of a jury, for they do not 
swear, but of a quasi-jury charged to find fact but not to 
meddle with law.' Was it such a tribunal as that last 
described that the barons demanded in 1215, when they 
claimed the judicium pariuvi suorum ? Assuredly not ; had 
they wanted a jury they would have known how to ask for 
it : such terms as veredictuvif sacramcntum, jurata, recognition 
inquisitio all lay ready to hand ; fighting against the ten- 
dency of the time they asserted an older principle, the old 
common law of our race, they demanded a judgment of 
their peers. In part they ultimately succeeded; a trial 
of a peer before the House of Lords at the present day 
would show us a true judicium jiariumy the high steward 
would be * der Richter,' the assembled lords ' die Urtheil- 
finder ' ; but in part they ultimately failed. May we not 
guess that the same force, which raised the king's steward 
to be sole judge of the court, raised the lord's steward also ? 
if the customary suitors declined from the position of 
'judgment-makers ' to that of jurors, they shared this fate 
with the peers of the realm.^ Our rolls will show that such 
a declension might take place very gradually. We shall 
read how in 1258, and again in 1294, the freeholders of the 
Abbot of Ramsey had to elect four of their number to do 
the military service for the Abbey. On the former occasion 
the election takes the form of a judgment pronounced by 
the whole court,' on the latter that of a sworn inquest.^ 

• Lord Ferrer's Case, State Trials, Oneist, Engl. Verfas. Ges. 295 ; 
xix. col. 9G4 ; Lord Motley's CasBf Stephen, Hist. Grim. Law, i. 162 ; 
vi. col. 772-4. Bigelow, Hist. Procedure, 156 ; Stubbs, 

* That the 'judicium parium * of CJonst. Hist. i. 537; Biticton's Note 
Magna Carta did not mean trial by Book, pi. 857, 1213 ; Mat. Par. Chron. 
jury, seems now generally admitted, Maj. iii. 252, 257, vi. 73. 

and must be clear to anyone familiar ' Below, p. 61-2-4. 

with the languaf^e of the time ; * Below, p. 76, 

Kecvc.<', Hist. Engl. Law, i. 249 ; 
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The distinction is delicate but all important. The jurors 
or recognitors of the time, we must remember, had often 
enough to answer questions which involved matter of law : 
for instance, in the grand assize they had to say whether 
A or B had the greater right to the land. The difference 
between returning a sworn verdict to such a question and 
finding a judgment in favour of A or B would not be very 
apparent to John the Smith and William the Miller ; but 
it was a difference big with future history. 
Transform- Wc approach our rolls therefore with a suspicion that 

oif1h?Mw the courts which they reveal will be undergoing a trans- 
proc are. fomiation, will be suffering the intrusion of new elements, 
presentment by jury and trial by jury, elements hardly 
compatible with their old constitution. We shall not be 
disappointed. 
judinn«»nt. Nowhere do we find any clear assertion that the lord's 

thernln^riia stcward is judge. Qvcr and over again the * curia ' is men- 
tioned in contexts which prove that he is not the * curia,' 
that the ' curia ' is the whole body of suitors or some pait 
of it : the * tota curia * docs this, the * plena curia ' does 
that.* In a court of freehold tenants such as that which 
the Abbot of Ramsey kept for his honour of Broughton, in 
a court on the ancient demesne such as that which the 
same abbot kept for his manor of King's liipton, it is 
abundantly clear that the suitors were the judges ; ' even 
in the court of a fair to which no one owed suit it was not 
for the lord's steward to make the judgments : at least in 
cases of difficulty they were made by the aspcniblcd mer- 
chants.' Elsewhere the position of the * curia * is less clear 
because it seems to discharge many functions : now it 
judges, now it presents, now it serves as a jury of trial. 
Imitation of the royal courts seems to be transfiguring it ; 
the admission of prosentmcnts by jury, of trial by jury, 
will hardly assort with the maintenance of the old principle 
that • facere judicia' is the function of the suitors, with the 

* Rtp l)rlow, Inrlox. n.y. Court. ■ Bt^ th<» extroctn from the roll of 

' KxtrAciM from the rolU of these the fair of 8. Ives given below, 
courts arc given below. 
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old rule ' Curia domini debet facere judicium et non domi- 
nu8.' ' But certain other facts we may note. 

In the j&rst place, though we have little warrant for Thcbuikof 

i • * , J i 1 • ^lic suitors 

speaking m general terms or treatmg any one manor as not free- 
typical, we have evidence enough that the number of free- 
hold tenants of a manor was usually small, that they were 
far outnumbered by the customary or villan tenants ; such 
at all events was the case on those great monastic estates of 
which we know most, and the older the evidence, the fewer 
the freeholders.^ True that at the end of the thirteenth 
century the number of vianeria without any freeholders at 
all seems quite small, but the number with less than five 
freeholders is large, and some of the freehold tenements 
are often of trifling value. We may with some safety as- 
sume, as a rule subject to many exceptions, that the bulk 
of the persons named on the roll of a court which is the 
court of a manor, not of an honour, are not freeholders. 
In most cases therefore the manorial court must have been 
mainly a court for customary tenants. 

In the second place we shall be much struck by the fact -nie court 
that with rare exceptions our rolls notice no distinctions of wS? foV*** 
procedure between cases which concern freeholders and JiTdothS! 
cases which concern customary tenants, or even between 
cases which concern free men and those which concern 
bond men. We do not see the court reconstituting or re- 
arranging itself as cases of different kinds arise. 

Freeholders and villans owe suit to the same Jmliviotum 
and the same curia pronounces judgment upon them. It 
is even possible to find cases in which the judgment is said 
to be that of the whole township {viUata), a phrase which 
certainly includes the villans, even if it does not exclude 
any freeholders that there may be.' Indeed there seem to 



' Monimenia Gildhallae, i. 66. 

' Though it is very possible to 
believe that the villani of Domesday 
were free men, it seems impossible 
to doubt that they were the prede- 
cessors in title of the villani of the 
thirteenth century. It follows that 
over the greater part of England the 



Domesday manerium has rarely any 
tenant whose successors in title will 
be freeholders. Thus far Mr. 
Seebohm seems to have proved his 
case, though his reading of yet 
earlier history cannot be accepted. 

' A roll of Henry III.'s reign of the 
Earl of Essex's court at Waltham, 
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have been some who thought it positively wrong for a lord 
to divide what in later days would have been called his 
* court baron ' from his ' customary court.* On the Hun- 
dred Boll of 1295 it is complained that the Abbot of 
Fecamp used to hold his court at Steyning of his free men 
and his bond men all together, but now he holds a court of 
his free men by themselves and a court of his bond men by 
themselves and amerces them in their absence, whereas 
they used to be amerced in the presence of the whole court, 
and thus he appropriates to himself new franchises.* The 
books of a later age which insist that the two courts ought 
to be distinguished confess that as a matter of fact the dis- 
tinction is habitually neglected. But the usage may well 
have varied from manor to manor. Thus on a stray roll 
belonging to Wartling in Sussex and to Edward I.'s reign, 
' the whole court of the villans ' appears, makes present- 
ments and finds verdicts in such a context that we may 
thence infer that the court had other suitors who were not 
villans.^ But similar entries have not as yet been found 
elsewhere. 
cnrtomiuT Qu the strength of this evidence, though it be for the 

•ioj«ciam more part of the silent kind, we may believe that even the 
customary tenants, even the born villans, were or had been 
entitled to the judgment, not merely of the lord's steward, 
but of the manorial ' curia * ; we even hear a distinct claim 
of villan tenants to have the judgment of their neighbours.' 
In this there is nothing absurd ; in a German manor 
though the tenants and suitors be personally unfree (Z>^i6- 
e'ujcne) they are none the less the judgment-finders of the 
manorial court.^ At King's llipton most certainly the 
suitors were the judges and could even do justice upon 
their lord, and yet they owed him services of a very * vil- 

Duchy of LancaRt<>r Ilecordg, Bundle * Hrit. Mu«. Add. Chart. 32609 ; 

62, No. 7/>0 : ' considcratum o«l p«r • testatur per iotara curiam rillan* . . 

toinm vilUtam ' ; * tali de causa iota tola curia villanor' dicii ' etc. 

curia dcdit dicto R. totum raesua- ' It. H. ii. 7H8 : *ct si dampnam 

gium.* In general to say of a man fecerit in blado domini nirhilominui 

that he forniR part of the villata it faciat emendam per considoracionem 

as much an to say that he is a Ticinorum suorum.* 

rtZ/anta. * Maurcr, Fronh6fe, iv. 100. 
• K. H. ii. 203. 
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lanous ' kind. True that King's Bipton was on the ancient 
demesne ; but have we any explanation of the privileges of 
the men of the ancient demesne except that they have pre- 
served a certain freedom which their fellows on other manors 
have lost ? When, too, we consider that even the king's 
courts gave the villan an action against all but his lord, 
and that the freeholders and customary holders of the 
manor must often have been involved in the same disputes, 
we shall have some difficulty in believing that the tenants 
in villanage had no judge in the manor court save the lord's 
steward. * 

We must not, however, hastily dismiss the notion that Did the free- 
only the freehold suitors were judges, that they were judges judge the 

other 

as well for their inferiors as for themselves. In the first tcnauts? 
place the common learning about the essence of a manor 
points this way, though not unambiguously. Secondly, the 
villani who come to the hundred and county courts as 
representatives of their vills and tithings fill a distinctly 
subordinate position when they get there ; they are not 
judgment-finders, but mere presenters. Thirdly, it is com- 
mon in the thirteenth century to find just a few freeholders 
on every manor — often they bear the distinctive surnames 
of Freeman and Franklin ; * their presence suggests that they 
may be wanted to hold pleas, and we often find that they are 
required to exercise a certain control over the villans : they 
direct the labours of the villans at the boon works.' Fourthly, 
some of the franchises, e.g. of that sending thieves to the 
gallows, could not be used without free suitors,' and the inter- 
mixture of the franchise jurisdiction with the manorial juris- 
diction and of the jurisdiction over freeholders with that 
over customary tenants was such that probably the same 

* The Gloucester and Bamsey in the lord's barn at harvest time 

Cartularies and the Hundred Bolls and supervise the garnering of the 

sapply a large number of instances corn. lb. 539. 
in which one of the very few free- ■ P. Q. W. 204 ; see above, p. xl. 

holders bears the name ' le Freeman ' The often-cited story told in D. B. i. 

or * le Frankelain.* 193 b of how Earl Boger borrowed 

' The freeholder is often bound to three sokemen to hold his pleas is 

attend at the boon works with a rod not very luminous, because we do not 

in his hand, e.g. B. H. ii. 627-8-9, know of what sort were the pleas 

668. A freeholder is bound to stand that were to be holden. 
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' curia ' sorvcd for all cases. Now in all probability a free- 
holder might always have objected to having a villan among 
his judges, while on the other hand it is by no means cer- 
tain that the principle of 'judicium parium * was infringed 
by requiring the villan to submit to the judgmc nt of free- 
iiolders. That principle would proti^ct a man against the 
judgment of his lord or his lord's officer, and againf^t the 
judgment of his inferiors: it did not mean that his judges 
were not to l>e sui>erior to him in legal or social standing. 
omcImImi. On the whole, however, and as a provisional judgment 

upon a matter which requires much further investigation, 
we shall be inclined to hold that the 'curia* which met*ts 
us on page after page of this book is in general the whole 
body of suitors, and that these suitors are, or have been* 
the finders of judgments. When an ' extent * of a manor 
is maile the jury often consists partly of freeholders, if tlie 
lord can get them to swear, partly of born villans. When 
knights are to be sent to the war to represent the Abbey of 
liamsey,' very humble socagers have a voice in the elec- 
tion ; yet the social gulf between the Earl of Oxford and 
some of those who elected him and acted as his ' pares ' 
must have l>een far wider than that which divided a rack- 
rented holder of a few freehold acres from a thriving 
customary tenant. But now modes of procedure are em- 
phasising distinctions which have heretofore been less felt. 
The freehold suitors can maintain their |>osition, the cus- 
tomary suitors become mere presenters and jurymen with 
the lord's steward for their judge. This of course is by no 
means a complete explanation of what probably is but one 
of the many effects of a great social movement. The in- 
trusion of trial by jury is by no means the only force which 
is debasing the legal position of the customary tenants. In 
particular every extension of royal justice at tlie expense of 
feudal justice does some immediate harm to the villan. It 
is just because all other people can sue for tlieir Unds and 
ibeir goods in the king's own court that he seems so utterly 
defenceless against his lord: — 'the custom of the manor* 
'B«lo«.p.7S. TlM«Ueloniiiela4«lhtAMol*tnauif bailiffs. 
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looks 80 like ' the will of the lord/ just because the humblest 
freeholder has something much better than the custom of 
the manor to rely upon, for he has the assizes pf our lord 
the king, the statutes of king and parliament. But here 
on the threshold of vaster questions it is high time to end 
this overgrown Introduction. F. W. M. 

Cambridge : December 24, 1888. 



Note A. History of the word 'Leet,' 

The term ' court leet/ in which ' leet 'seems used as an ad- 
jective qualifying the substantive 'court/ is modern. Does it 
occur in any medieval document English, French or Latin? 
Without daring to answer this question in the negative, we may 
safely affirm that much more commonly 'leet/ or in Latin 
'leta/ appears as a substantive, thus — clamat habere Uberam 
letam — indictatud* fuit in leta — si un presentment soit in im ' 
leet — un tenant resiant deynz mon ^ leete. Indeed it is allow- 
able to doubt whether the phrase * a court leet ' became current 
until long after the leet had ceased to be a really effective insti- 
tution. Coke gets as near to it as ' the court of the leet/ but 
usually speaks of ' a leet/ ' the leet.* But even this substantive 
' leet ' is not among the oldest of our technical terms. Without 
saying that it does not occur in any statute, ordinance or text- 
book of the thirteenth century, I think that I may say that it 
does not occur in those places where one would most naturally 
look for it. Even in the Hundred Bolls and the Placita de Quo 
Warranto, which deal minutely with the private jurisdictions 
and with courts which we should call courts leet, this word is 
by no means frequent. If I mistake not, it is only in Norfolk 
that the hundredors speak of leets; thus — Prior de Gokeford 
clamat habere letam in Budham^-Alicia de Playz clamat habere 
letam suam in Thoft (B. .H. i. 452). On the other hand the 
word occurs pretty frequently in the Year Books of Edward I. ; 
but on comparing the French discussions with the Latin plead- 
ings we shall be brought to the opinion that if lawyers had been 
asked to give the Latin for ' leet ' they would have said ' visus 
franci plegii.' The earUest occurrence of the word that I have 
seen is found in a survey of the lands of the Abbot of St. Edmunds 

* Sic in ihe printed TBB., where genders are disregarded. 
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in Suffolk, made near the end of the twelfth oentary. In this 
document * leta * is used to denote a certain geographical area, 
though it may imply a jurisdiction within that area: — ' In hun- 
dredo de Tingliowe sunt xx. ville ex quibus constitaontor ix. lete 
quas sic distinguimus ; Barue et Flemeton et Lacford sunt una 
leta ; Barue illius lete est medietas ' etc. (The survey is printed 
in Gage, History of Suffolk, p. xii.) I have not yet seen any 
instance in the thirteenth century of a court calling itself a leet 
on its rolls except in East Anglia ; but in East Anglia I have 
seen a few instances; e.g. (A.O. f^) at Walsoken, 'Leta Epi- 
scopi Elyensis, Abbatis de Rameseye et Prioris Liewensis tenta 
in communi ' ; a curious instance of a leet with three lords. 

It would seem as if the word ' leet * was somewhat suddenly 
adopted by lawyers for the purpose of expressing a distinction 
wliich after the great Quo Warranto Inquiry had to be ex- 
pressed, the distinction between the delegated royal jurisdiction 
and the properly feudal jurisdiction, two things which wore 
conunonly combined in practice, but which were for the future 
to be sharply severed in theory. The difficult task that the 
philologist has with this word may perhaps be eased by the 
reflection that very likely it was caught up pretty much at 
random out of the popular speech, perhaps the popular speech 
of a particular district, and made to do a duty for which as a 
matter of etymology it had no special aptitude. 

A derivation from A.-S. leod, Germ. Leute (people, folk), is 
rejected by modem science : this word would become in English 
Ued or Ude, not leet. The derivation suggested by Coke from 
A. S. gela^ian (to invite, to summon) is similarly unacceptable. 
Dr. Skeat tells me that in one way or another leet may be traced 
to A.-S. Idtan, Germ, lasscn, our modem English to let. He 
has kindly written the following note : — 

* Etymologically, if it be an English word, leet is almoet 
certainly a derivative of the verb Id tan, to lot. In modem 
English, the vowel of let has been shortened ; it was long as late 
as the fourteenth century. The Essex phrase threere-leet (A.-S. 
thriora geldtu) means '* a place where three ways meet," lit. 
" dismissals (or exits) of three." So also, in the words in-let^ out- 
let, the vowel was formerly long, as in-leet, out-leet. It is 
certain that, in these senses at any rate, leet is derived from the 
root-verb Idtan/ 

He adds : — • The verb Idtan, to let, is a primitive root-verb, 
capable of originating derivatives easily. One common deriva- 
tive is A.-S. ge-ldte, lit. an allowed or permitted way, hence a way 
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(in general) from a given point. This word becomes lest and is 
still ased iii East Anglia. My belief is that the A.-S. ge-U^te, 
which could of course be spelt Idbte^ as the prefix ge- makes no 
difference at all, is the origin not only of the East Angl. Icet in 
the sense of " road *' but of the disputed word. The sense may 
easily have been ''the thing appointed/' for Idktan constantly 
means '' to cause to be done." It also means " to let,** as in " to 
let land or a house.'* I think the whole difficulty is caused by 
the Protean senses of this verb Icbtan^ meaning ''to let (allow), 
to let (be done), to let (land), to let (go, dismiss).*' ' 

Mr. Wedgwood would fetch our word from the same source 
by the following route. He writes thus : — ' Leett Germ, lasse^ 
Lassbauer, the name given in many parts of Germany to tenants 
subject to certain rents and duties. LcLsshank, the court of the 
^5t, court leet ; Lassschoffen^ leet jury. Dutch laet^ a peasant 
tenant subject to certain jurisdiction ; Utet-banke the court of 
the tenants, court leet. In England court leet is the court of 
the copyhold tenants, opposed to court baron, that of the free- 
holders of a manor, copyhold being a servile tenure.' It will be 
seen that Mr. Wedgwood is not quite right in his law, for the 
leet of our Year Books is not a court for copyholders ; indeed 
its specific mark is that it is not a court for tenants of any kind, 
but a court for residents. The suggested connexion between 
our court leet and the German Lassbank and Lassschoffen is 
attractive, but opens up new difficulties; for is the German 
Lassbauert as Mr. Wedgwood seems to think, simply a peasant 
to whom land has been let, or is he a representative of the let, 
leto, litu, litmus, laetus, lettcs, lidus, Udus, lassus, lazzus, the 
half-free man who appears in the Frankish, Frisian and Saxon 
laws, who appears sls lat in the laws of Ethelbert of Kent ? In 
this latter case what is the meaning of the word ; is the lat the 
man who is late, slow, slothful, a loafer, or is he the man who 
stays, who dwells, the vianens or tnaiisionariu^ (Grimm, Deutsche 
Rechtsalterthiimer, 305 ; MiiUenhof in a note to Waitz, Das 
alte Reclit der Salischen Franken, 288) ? The word mancntes 
seems often used in the A.S.„ laud-books and the parallel con- 
tinental documents like casati to denote the, presumably unfree, 
tillers of the soil. Again is it this word which occurs in the 
formula of an A.-S. charter (Kemble, No. 425) ' cum omnibus ad 
hoc rebus rite pertinentibus, sive litorum, sive camporum, 
agrorum, saltuumve ' ? This may remind us of another A.-S. 
formula, ' ne IfieRes ne landes '. (Schmid, Gesetze, p. 408), which 
seems the same as the Frisian formula (Brumier, Deutsche 
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Reclitsgcschichte, i. 101) ' om land ner om letar.' Perhaps we 
here come upon another word, the lathe which appears as a 
subdivision of Kent, A.-S. laii, of which Dr. Skeai says, ' I sus- 
pect it to stand for leg^i from licgan, to lie ; of. Dan. lagd, a 
division of the country (in Denmark) for military conscription ; 
we also find Dan. lagd, a site.* It is curious that in the twelflh 
century Kent should have been divided into lathes and Suffolk 
into leets and that the two words should have nothing to do 
with each other ; but the lathe is superior to the hundred, the 
leet inferior. Lastly it may be just worth notice that the duty 
of the Bishop of Winchester's tenants to attend his court at 
Taunton twice a year without being summoned, which in 
Domesday appears as ' ter in anno teneri placita epiacopi sine 
ammonitione,* is described in a document printed by Kemble 
(God. Dip. vol. iv., p. 288) as ' fred mdiltBtn ungeboden on xij. 
monCum.* 

Leaving such questions for experts, the point that seems 
clear is that the word leet as meaning a court of a particular 
kind only becomes prominent at a comparatively late time ; it 
seems to have been spread abroad by the lawyers of the four- 
teenth century. 



Note B. Chi the xvord Halivwt (yr Hallemot. 

I believe that this word is not found in the Anglo-Saxon 
documents; it occurs however in the Leges Henrici and is 
common in documents of the thirteenth century. It has gene- 
rally been supposed to hiean ' the hall moot,* the meeting in the 
lord's hall. In the thirteenth century however it is generally 
spelt halimot, and Dr. Skeafc tells me that this points, not to 
' hall-moot/ but to ' holy moot.' If that be the true dcri\iition 
then perhaps we may guess that the term was first applied to 
the courts belonging to monastic houses in the sense of * the 
Raint's court,* for it is not uncommon to find such courts spoken 
of as though they bclongc<l to the patron saints, e.g. the Abbot 
of Ramsey's court is Curia S. Bencdicti. In Germany the 
manorial courts of religious houses were sometimes known as 
'holy courts'; see G. L. von Maurer, Fronhofo, iv. 98. From 
these courts, perhaps the first private courts that ever existed, 
the name may have been extended to the similar courts of lay 
lords. But in the Leges Henrici as printed wr ^nd a varying 
spelling, haliimto (0. § 4), halUmotis (20, § 1), hallemo. ' ^20, § 2). 
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hallimoto (57, § 8), halimoto (78, § 2). Have two different words 
been fused ? On the whole it would be convenient if philology 
would suffer us to believe that we have to do with a * hall moot.' 
In Domesday the halla, haula, aula, seems the very essence or 
at least the outward and visible sign of the manerium, so that 
a manerium sine haula is a noteworthy thing (Index to D.B. s.v. 
Manerium). When we read * Hoc manerium habet suum pla- 
citum in aula domini sui * (D.B. i. 266 b) we are greatly tempted 
to beUeve in the existence of a hall moot. 



Note C. TJie Quo Warranto Inquiry of Edward J.'s reign. 

I have ventured to depart from the common opinion which 
represents the great Inquiry as a thoroughly successful measure. 
That either Edward was defeated in his original claim or else 
had from the first intended to compromisa it,^ seems plain from 
the Statute Book and the Placita de Quo Warranto. In the 
proceedings under the Statute of Gloucester of 1278 the king's 
pleaders assert in the most uncompromising manner that user 
however long gives no title to a franchise ; to urge that the 
usurpation has been long continued is to aggravate the injury 
(e.g. P.Q.W. 4). The concession was made by two statutes or 
ordinances of the year 1290 (Statutes of the Realm, i. 107); the 
latter of these was regarded by the Dunstable annalist as a 
welcome measure of relief which justice demanded (Ann. Dunst. 
p. 3G0 ; Ann. Waverl. 395). The change in the law, or in the 
king's theory of the law, becomes extremely plain if we compare 
the pleadings of the earlier with those of the later years of the 
reign (e.g. compare in P.Q.W. Bedfordshire with Cambridge- 
shire). In the former if the lord prescribes, the king's pleader 
at once craves judgment ; m the latter, he joins issue and the 
jurors almost always find against the king. See the writ to the 
justices in Yorkshire announcing the change in the law, P.Q.W. 
203, and a case from 1292 in Y.B. 20 and 21 E. I. p. 114. A 
comparison of the Quo Warranto Inquiries of Edward's day with 
those of his grandson's day (this is possible in the case of Bed- 
fordshire) seems to prove that most of the franchises claimed at 
the earlier date were still exercised at the later. They seem to 
have been well enough liked by the classes from which jurors 
were drawn. 



NOTE. 

The following typographical devices liave been used : — 

Words or letters about which the editor is uncertain are 
printed in itahcs. 

Words which appear to have been interpolated or added bj 
way of postscript are printed within ( ). 

Words through which a pen has been drawn, and which 
therefore seem to form no part of the record as finally 
settled, are printed within { } . 

Illegible words restored by conjecture and words not in ilie 
original which have been inserted in the translation to 
make it clearer are printed within [ ]. 

The letters R. H. stand for the Botuli Hundredorum; 
P. Q. W. for the Placita de Quo Warranto, 
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I. THE MANOES OF THE ABBEY OF BEG. 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

The following extracts are taken from rolls which belonged to 
the Abbey of Bee and which now belong to King's College, 
Cambridge. The famous Norman house,* the home of Lanfranc 
and Anselm, naturally became a large landowner in England. 
It would seem however that she did not obtain any great share 
in the original distribution of the spoil. In Domesday Book we 
find that she already is a tenant in capite at Deverel or Deverhill 
in Wiltshire owing to the liberality of Queen Matilda and holds 
land at Tooting under Richard FitzGilbert (D. B. i. 68 b. 84 b). 
But she soon became rich, as appears from a charter of Henry II. 
which is known to us through an inspeximus (Monast. vi. 1068). 
This charter confirms to her a large number of manors in various 
parts of England. Her possessions extend from Devonshire to 
Norfolk, from Warwickshire to Sussex. Hers was an extremely 
scattered estate consisting of single manors dotted about in divers 
counties. In most cases her benefactors were the owners 
mentioned in Domesday or their immediate successors. She 
seems to have had cells at Ogbourne in Wiltshire and at Ruislip 
in Middlesex, and the Priory of S. Neots was also subject to her, 
though in the fourteenth century the Prior asserted his right to 
sue and be sued (P. Q. W. 9. 55. 101. 301). In the thirteenth 
century most of her manors seem to have been under one 
management. The rolls in question bring this out very plainly. 
We can follow the steward as he makes his tour twice a year 
throughout England carrying his rolls with him. This is a 
point of some interest, for the action of such stewards going 
about from one comer of the land to another must have tended 
to produce a great uniformity in manorial customs and thus have 
supplemented in a humbler sphere the work that was being done 
by the king's itinerant justices. 

' Monasticon, vi. 1067 ; Nichols, history of the abbey is told in Free- 
Alien Priories, i. 22. The early man, Norman Ck)nqiicst, ii. 214-227. 

n2 
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Tlie manors which will come before U8 are Preston in Sussex 
(T). B. i. 24 b), Tooting (* Tooting Beck ' is a name still known) 
in Surrey (D. B. i. 84 h), Combe in Hampshire (D. B. i. 40 b), 
Wantage in Berks (D. B. i. 67 a), Ogbourne in Wilts (D. B. i. 
G5 b ; R. II. ii. 2G9), Deverel in AVilts (D. B. i. 68 b), Povington 
in Dorset (D. B. i. 80 b), Ruislip in Middlesex (D. B. i. 129 b). 
Bledlow in Bucks (D. B. i. 14G a ; P. Q. W. 88), Swincombe in 
Oxford (D. B. i. 159 b ; R. H. ii. 757 ; P. Q. W. 667), Coitisford 
in Oxford (R. H. ii. 837). Weedon (* Weedon Beck ') in Northante 
(1). B. i. 223 a, 224 b ; P. Q. W. 583), Atherstone in Warwick 
(D. B. i. 289 b; P. Q. W. 780), Wretham in Norfolk (D. B. ii. 
23G) and Blakenham in Suffolk (D. B. ii. 851 b), but these are 
not all the manors with which the rolls deal. 

King's College also possesses among its muniments (Dd. 83) 
a long and handsome roll of parcliment containing ' extents * of 
some of the manors which lie in the south of England. To judge 
from the handwriting these were compiled in the early part of 
the thirteenth century. There seem to have been few, if any, 
freeholders on these southern manors ; all the tenants seem to 
pay mcrchct and if they die intestate their chattels are at the 
will and disposition of the lord (' et si intestatus decesserit debent 
omnia sua bona que posscdit in voluntate domini et disposicione 
remancre '). The two Oxfordshire manors are described on Uie 
Hundred Roll of 1279. At Swincombe the abbot has ten 
customary tenants holding eight acres apiece, who are described 
as scrvi, and eleven cottars, cacli of whom holds a croft ; but a few 
miles ofT at Kwelmc were two freeholders, each holding a virgate, 
who owed suit to the court at Swincombe twice a year (R. 11. ii. 
757. 7G1). On the manor at Cottisford there wore five freeholders, 
one of whom had four virgatcs by the service of holding tlie 
abbot's court twice a year, fifteen villain holduig virgatcs and 
half- virgatcs and one cottar (R. II. ii. H'M). 

The courts in these manors soom to have lMH?n holden but 
twice a year. It is possible that thoy met more frequently under 
the presidency of the local bailiff for merely formal purposes; 
but if so what was done at these meetings was not enrolletl. The 
steward seems generally to have made his rounds after Easter 
and n^Min about Martinmas. 

Tho chaitor of Henry II. had some lar^'o ' general words * of 
exemption and immunity and coniirmed the lands to the abbot 
cum sfthd ct saka ct tnl rt them et iufatujcncihcj ct cutn omnibus 
(ilii.^ lihrrtntilfus ct hhcris rinisurtudituims suis and a charter of 
Henry 111. expressly gave him catalla felonum and the amerce- 
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ments of his tenants in whatever court they might be amerced. 
But it seems clear that none of his charters, according to the 
doctrine of Edward I/s time, would give him the view of frank- 
pledge which he exercised ; for this he had to rely upon prescrip- 
tion (P. Q. W. 66. 88. 101. 301. 4G2). The earhest of the exist- 
ing court rolls fail, as I think, to show that he was then seised 
of the view of frank-pledge or the police jurisdiction that was 
incident thereto. It is only somewhat late in the day that the 
capitales decennarii come on the scene with their presentments. 
But the evidence of silence is insufficient proof. It will be 
noticed that the rolls do not show us a regular jury of present- 
ment like the ' leet jury ' of later times. On the other hand 
issues between litigants are often tried by jury, the right to a 
jury being sold by the lord and the purchaser having to pay 
more in the case of a favourable than in that of an unfavourable 
verdict. 

On the whole these rolls seem good specimens. They are 
somewhat above the average in interest owing to the number of 
disputes between litigants. They begin in 1246 and run on, 
though with many large gaps, through the reign of Edward I. 
There are many later rolls ; but these I have not used. I have 
given the substance of the earliest rolls. After this I have made 
selections ; but have on many occasions given the whole of the 
entries which show the business done on a given day in a given 
manor. It is hoped that in this way a fair picture is presented. 



ri^CITA IN CURII8 MAONATUM ANOLIR. 



' riiAriTA MANKlUonUM nKCCKNS' IN ANCiLIA DK 
TKHMINO DE IIOKEDAY ANNO DOMINI M*' CC- 
XL'* SEXTO. 

Bloddor. Dio Sabbati proxima anto Ascenacionom Domini. 

Grcj;(»riu« <lc Sidenham vcrRUf^dominutn do pi* log' vad* • 
per lUcnidiiin Molendinarium. ttfT* 

JordniuiH de Ilenton* verHUii WilUlmutn do Nf«>ra et 
HoiHinin vitluuin dc plociio traiiftgreftitionifl {nt Jolmniiciu 
Sc|uior. ij". afr. 

lUcardus filius Lecio do co* Bum* * {ht Johanncm Hard- 
ing, afr. 

Johanna vidua verRiis Widonoin Paragodo plarito trans- 
grcAftioniH ))er Gilel)crtum filiiini ^fa^ilic. afT. 

Kol>ortu8 Costard verHiis Galfri<liun do la Strotto j*. de 
placito transgroKKioniH |>cr (iihflHrtuni filiiim Nfal*ilio. alT. 

Kiinon le Erancoys vcrBUfl Joiiannom do S4nholt iij*. dc 
placito tranH^rrssinnis por Od(»noni do Mum 1*. afT. 

WillohuUH filiufl Siinoni.H vithub eundeni do oiKh-ui \n'T 
Ricardum filiuni Odotiig. afT. 

j WillrhnuH le CariHMjt<r} do co' i>or J<»iiannom lo 
FranoovH. 

{WilKIniua lo ErnncovB} do I'fxli ni |^r Iladulfum Kinrt. 

Curia pn^Mrntavit qufnl Simon dr la (*uinl^» l«\a\il 
t]uantl< in hO|H m hu|ht torrani domini. Mc<> pro.^t* rn.it ur. 

Simon do la Cuml>o dat iviij. d. pr<> liniK iiircninrdandi 
cum Simono lo lUftmiTc. Tlfgii Johanm*9i Spnltiig c*i 
J(»hiinnf'H llaiding. 



>n 



' Kini;'t (\>l\. (*4Jiib , C. I. m. 1; nft.latti, that tJ:^ i*-!*- n »h* 

ft airiKtr tDrmbmn**. etrii««> hr tro<i£ht «fti!l i n-ftk«» that 

' tU f4*u'ttt^ U*r.t uujmU lh#«# ricuM* it^mJ . ur liixci- n. f i.W b 
r«M)in« arr |>nfitr«| ft«i •|«*<-itn<'ri« of ft • </r i--»"t :i»ni »»ji-.» ■. ^n'-..^-.^ l)ii« 

%try rf'ti»rn«n rlft«t of rntnr*. of it lh«» rii««>in. tu I *•( m Is*. *r»r-t. \**i\ n| 

»hirh but Irw riiin»|*lr« i«ill K« one of Ihr •iu'it'T* "f t).«- ri»ijrt who 

ri^fn- haa no4 oUir*} Uir tummortt €%m 

' 'Ihf r««oinrr |«l<ti|:<»<l his IftiUi, veoiiHI th« court. 
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A day is given to Alice of Standen at the next court to 
produce her charter and her heir. 

John Sperling complains that Richard of Newmere on 
the Sunday next before 8. Bartholomew's day last past with 
his cattle, horses and pigs wrongfully destroyed the corn 
on his [John's] land to his damage to the extent of one thrave 
of wheat, and to his dishonour to the extent of two shillings ; 
and of this he produces suit. And Richard comes and 
defends all of it. Therefore let him go to the law six-handed. * 
His pledges, Simon Combe and Hugh Frith. 

Swincombe [Oxfordshire]. Sunday before Ascension Day. 

Richard Rastold [essoins himself] of the general summons 
by William Henry's son. 

Hugh Pike and Robert his son arc in mercy for wood of 
the lord thievishly carried away. The fine for each, 6 s. 8 d. 
Pledges, Roger Abovewood, Hugh Abovewood, Hugo Wood, 
William Shepherd. 

Peter Alexander's son in mercy for the same. Fine, 2 s. 
Pledge, Alexander his father. 

Henry Mile in mercy for waste of the lord's corn. 
Pledges, Richard Mile and William Shepherd. 

John Smith in mercy for not producing what he was 
pledge to produce. Pledges, Richard Etys and Hugh Wood. 
Fine, 12 d. 

Roger Abovewood and William Shepherd in mercy for 
not producing what they were pledges to produce . . . Fine, 
half a sextary of wine. 

Tooting [Surrey]. Sunday after Ascension Day. 

The court presented that the following had encroached 
on the lord's land, to wit, William Cobbler, Maud Robin's 
widow (fined 12 d.), John Shepherd (fined 12 d.), Walter 

' IIo must bring five compurgators. 
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(fin. ij. fl.)» WillolmiiB do Morevilla (fin. xij. d.), Hamo de 
Ilaf^cMon' (fin. xij. d.), et Mabiiia reiicta SpendfioTe (fin. rj. 
«*"j I d.). Mi'O in misericordia. 

(KNiiiynufl in niisericordia quia contcm|mii farcre quod 
**i "^ ei fuit proroptuni ex parte doniini. finis xij. d. 

Hof^cniR UufTus in niiBtricordia pro detonciuno redditut. 
*^ ** rie({iuH JordanuB dc Strethani. fin. vj. d. 

Una acra quam Sarra vidua tenuit do t<'rra Wiilolmi 
H(K*c capia chI in manuni doniini donee pruducai waranium 
8uum. 

\Villi*hnti.H do Stretiiam in miRericordia quia non habuit 
"' '*• quod plegiavii. fin. xij.d. 

RUwelop. Die Martii proxima post Asconsionem Domini* 

I • • • • • • • 

Curia presontat quod Nicholaus Hrake8|>ere non est in 
decona et ienot torrani. Idoo diHtrin^atur. 

Frac tores aAHiKe Alicia relirtaSaha^o (fin.xij.dO.A^notta 
arnica Hercarii, Uo^erus Canon <fin. vj.d.), Txor Uirardi 
Cliayhani, Helicta Petri ultra nemus, Uxor Itadulfi Cok (fin. 
«*»»! •* vj.d.K AI«»wyno (fin. vj.d.), Joiiannes Ik'rcarius (fin. vj.d.), 

(lalfriduH Car{)ontariu8, lU>yRa uxor Molendinarii ii'in. vj. d.), 
Willehnus Albus, Johannes Carixntarius, Johannes Ikadif.* 
liogerus fiiius Hanionis dat xx. s. pro haU^nda saisina 
terro que fuit patris, ct pro hal>enda inquisicione xij. do 
(|uadam crofia quani (iil<>lNrtuH HiHuthe itiKt. Tlrgii 
(iilelN'rtus lo Lamb, Willeimus fiiius Johannis ot lioliertus 
le Kin^. 

IsalN^lla rrlicia Petri in niisericortlia pro trans^rcssioiie 

(|uani J(»hnnn«s fiiius suus fecit in Ih>h4*o <lotnitu. Finis 

■<tij i xviij. d. Pl«'^ii (tilrU^rtus liisuthe <*t iSicardfis iC^ibin. 

I't UicarduH Malevill' in h go contra doniitiuni qu<N| non 

abhlulit Hcr\irnlibus doniini tianiia sua a4l danipntini et 

* Ettoini omtlUd. 
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(ItNlccuB XX. Rol. ricgii Gilcborius BiitiitliG ct Uicardui 
Hiil>ort. 

Ilti^o do Arl)orc in miiiericoniia pro avoriin stuA rapUs 
in fi^anlino domini. Plef^ii Waltorus dc la Hullo ei \\illel* 
nnis SliiHTi*. (iniH vj.d. 

Xij. jtiratorea dieuni quod Hugo de Cruco halu*! jut 
in foHHato c*i linyn unde contoncio fuii inter ii«uiu 
et Willilmum Album. Idco icneai in pace, et dictut 
Willohnufi diAtringatur pro pluribai iranngresBionibua. 
(PoHiea fecit fmeni xij. d.) Hicunt eciam quod liaya que est 
inter reliciam Druei et Willclmuni Sli|>ere debet quanidiu 
foR8atuin 80 oxtondit dividi |)er medium fosnatum. ita quod 
cro8tii fosmiti est divisa inter eos eo qumi oa crofita erorla 
fuit HU|HT antiquam diviftam. 

. . . mi8 ' liliuR Hogori Clerici dat xx. sol. pro iialirnda 
Bainina terre que fuit patris Bui. Plogii Gilebertus . . . et 
Hugo do Cruce. 

. . . j. mar. pro hal>onda Raisina ti*rre quo fuit matriii 
Hue ultra nomuR. Plogii Willelmus . . . Itobortus ^farle- 
%\ard. 

'PLAriTA MANKUIOUrM nErn^NSUM DK TKUMISO 
B. MAUTINI ANNO GliACIE M-. CC XL« SKPTIMO. 

Ockoborn'. Dio Luno proxima anto foitum 8. Mathei 
Apoiitoll. 

Atachiamenta hominum domini Willrlmi I/ongcfip' 

IMinuntur in reR|>ectu UR^pie ad proximam curium sub 

cadom plovina, et Hoiwardus habet (wnon nv particulaa ct 

nomina plogiorum. 

j« • • • • • • 

.\tachiamonta hominum domini SampsoniR Foliot in 

riRiHctu. 

• •••••• 

IlogrruR Play</iir in lege contra Nirliolauin ('i«k quml 
u« ipso now intorfocit pavoncm puani ncc ali'|ni.H do h\u», 

• Thr roll is lorn 
Kinca (VII Cftmb.. C. 2. m. 1. A mil ot (our tirtall mriubianc* Ult^ 
Al ihr lopm. * K««oirui ooiiiiMl. 
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riogii Hitigorus ct Jordanus. Postea fecit legc'tii. Idee 

• •••••• 

Willt>lmu8 iiliiiH Eve in loge contra Itingertim qurxl non 
vorl>oravit eqiiam Buam a^i dampntun Rtitim v. h. Tlrgii do 

\v^c UiciirduR do Horiford et KicarduB do Lortiinere. 

• •••••• 

]>e dual)U8 villatis ad tallagium Abbati^ x. m. 

lUcardus ... in misericordia quia fuit in defoctu ad 

precaricfl * auttimpnaleB. fin. vj. d. 

De Iticnrdo de Lorteracre vj. d. pro co<lem. 

t* • • • • • • 

De Henrico Prepoaito pro ovibus captis in warda facta 
et defectu caria;:;ii iij. [boI.]. 

De tota villata Minoris Okeburne [exce]ptis Beptem quia 
non venerunt ad lavand' ovcb domini dim. m. 

Do Minoro Okeburne pro defectu falcjicionis dim. m. 



Wanoting*. Die Mereurii prozima ante feitum 8. Mathei 
ApoBtoU. 

«■ • IlenricuB (iliuB Aelme dnt xx. boI. pro hal»enda Baisina 

niasuagii qno<I niaUT Rua ti'iiuit |H»r liomriam ipHJUB A4'lt>n<*. 

Plej^ii llrnricuB Ic Teler et Ilobertus le Baretor salvo herii^to 

i|>BiuB Aeleno. 

• •••••• 

»'> HngrruB de Fraxino in lege contra (iaifridiim do Piiteo 

qufxl non doU't oi xvj. d. nee e<>B injuKt4- v'\ df*tinuit a f(*Bto 
S. Petri Advincula proximo uno anno rlaimo umjuo nunc. 
Pb'gii i\v \v^v WillelniUB I/ovi-l i*t II<nrirns Av Fraxino. 

») • ]Iu^f> filiuH Ado dat ij. b. do ingr< ^«tu ot ij. altilia de 

redditu annuo de die InvencioniB 8. Crucin pro hal>enda 

* Su^ ' Twelvt entm« timitAr to th« Iiut htt omiU<Ml. 
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liccnciA irncniH quonclAin i^ariiculam tcrre cjiuiin Crisiiaiia 

rclirta Petri dc CimiUTio ci dimiRii. 

Tola villain dat <Io tallaf^io AhhatiB %\, r. 
<**« m. WillelnniB Ircnmtigoro dat dim. in. pro haboiida miiKina 

ina.Hua^ii (jikkI WillolrotiR lo rrest tciiuii et pro ductnda 
relirta ipniiiH Willclini. IMegii Eurardus BiwesUhrok ei 
IIiij»o de Wika. 



Bl • 



' Woddon*. In rigilia 8. Miohaeli«. 

KicardiiR !« Ik)yB de Aw/enoRtorr juravit fidolitatom pro 
iMt « tirra que fuit patris Bui et invenit plegiofi de qnatuor !w»|. 

pro relevio huo Rcil. Willehnum Clericuin do eadcm, (fO<lf- 
friduni Seniorem, ot Hogerum Fabrtim. 

Elyas Deynto reRignavit terram Buam in plena curia d 
▼ •- WilleiniUR IVyntc filiua ejuR fuit indc saiRituR et juravit 

fidelitatetn et invenit predictoa plegios pro v. r. de rcUvio 
HUO. PoBtea Rolvit. 
«i m. Tola villata dat do tallapo AhbatiR vj. mar. 

Villata prrwntat <pi(xl malerredunt liolnrtus IVn-liy «t 
Willehnum Tal*- eo ipuxl ficerunt fmt m rum militiiuia 
coram juKticiariiR quum rettaii fuerunt d«* lalnK-inio. 

Fractorea aiwine, WillelmuR TarvR, UicarduR Capin*, 
MatiliiR relicta IloUrti Cartere. WalteruR Cartere, IU*g* ruR 
FalKT, UicarduR fiiiuR WidoniR, WillelmuR Gn-ne, Ciiie- 
I»ertu8 fdiuR Virarii, Wido Launian. 

WillelmuR (treno et Wydo Lauueman ImUjit fzallonaR 
inKunicient4 s. 

Johannes lo Mercer dabit iij. gallinaR annuatim ad 
foRtum S. Martini pro habenda advocacione domiiii, et 
recipitur in thedinga. 

* All Uir rntrir* found under thU hc*4in^ air h<*ic co|>ir<l. 
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Wrotham. Dio Vonoris prozima i>o«t festum 8. Micha#li«. 

(tillrl>oriuR filiuB Uicardi dat v. r. pro liiii»4'tHla )ic«*iirui 
(hicendi uxorotn. TIogiuB Keetuan. TerniiiiiiH Turir. 

MulioroH Rul>ficripto violaU* fucrtint f*t i<l(^> di-briit 
Icyrwito Holild filia Alurc<li (fiti. vj.d.), Ktargarcta filia 
St<])liiuii ((111. xij. d., plogius (tilebertuH filius UicArdt), AgiM« 
«'»M filia S^omaiuii (fin. xij.d., plif^iuH idtiii Si»4»iimn», Af^pvn 
tvii) «t filia Jr)ri (fin. vj.d., pl('(;iiiR (talfridiiR Frank«*layn), Magotu 
vi «i. filia Kditlio (fin. vj.d.). 

ill m. I)e villaU ml iallagium Abhatis iij. maro. 



Blakoham. Dio Martis prozima post 8. Fidia foatum. 
• •••••• 

NicliolauB filius Saoordolia (fin. xij.d.) vi IloUrluii di* 
Kto^edon* (fin. xij. d.) in nuBoricordia quia rontiadixorunt 
tullagiuni (]U(m1 |K)6iium fuit ru|ht am jHr \irino8 hu<^>r. 



' Totting*. Dio Martia prozima poat foatum 8. Diooiaii. 

) m dim Tola villata dat de tallagio AhhatiH ij. ni. dim. 

WilhltniiH Jordan in niiMTicordia quia male ara^it 
«) 4. torrani doniini. rirgius Artiiurus. fin. vj. d. 

^,4 Jon n<*rrariu« in niiftiTirordia quia pncKUpavit RU|»t r 

divisani juxta terrani Buani. i'hgiua Waltrruii Tn [^Hiitua. 
fin. vj. d. 

Lucia KufTa in miaoricordia pro averiiK huih captb in 
paKtura doniini in wanla facta. TlrgiuH llanion dt* Ilag- 
iu'ldon*. (In r<*H|)octu.) 
«} 4 Klyaa <ii* Strcthani in niihC'ricordia pro dtfirtu fMr\irii 

in autunipno. fin. vj. d. 

Hartholoincufi ('lialnntT qui fuit in Up* coiitra ]^^inal• 
dum filiuin Su«*yn dcft-cit in lrp\ Itho in miMTJcordia rt 
Hatisfariat pro<lirt4» Koginaldf) dr danipno ft pfidorc* ruo acil. 

* All iUr ttitiir^ (outlU Uti'l* r Uttt ).ra«l Air hrtr c<'| i'«I 
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vj. fl. rioRii Willelmufl Sutor ci Wilhlmufl Sj>onddoue. 
fin. vj. j^allon'. 

*•"" *"• HiululfuB do Morcvilla dat dim. nmrc. fur plovinam 

Jonlnni <lo Strciham ci Willclmi Rpond«Iouc pro lia)»onds 
jiirata ad inquirendum utriim propinquior luroB Fit U»rr^ 
qnani Willoliuiifl de Morcvilla tenet. Et xij. jiiratorcn 
v( nitint et dirunt quod nullum jun )ial>ct in pn.'^licta ti-rrm 
immo WillelmuH Scot majus juB hal)i*t in cadem trrra quam 

I "» ali()ui8 aliuA. Et prcdicius Willclmus dat j. marc, per 

picvinani Ilamonifl do Hagcldon* et Willclmi do AIorcTilla 
ct Ropnaldi Suoyn ci Ricardi Lcawaro |>ro ha)>cnda luusina 
prcdicto terre |)08t mortem prc<Iicti Willclmi de MorevilU 
fti fort« Bup<rvixi'rit cum. 

Tostea vonit predictuB Will<*linuB Soot ct quictum 
clamavit totum jub quod liabuit in prc<licta terra rum per- 
tinenciiB cuidam Willclmo filio Willclmi do Morc\illa per 

ti •*»!. liccnciam domini, ct idem WillelmuB dat xx. sol. pro hal>enda 
Biiisina cjumlcm tcrre, ct BaiKitus CBt inde, ct juravit fideli- 
tatem. Waltcrus sorvicnB recipiat plcgios. 

' Dourol. Dio Sabbati prozima post fostum 8. LoonardL 

Willelmufl MolcndinariuB in lege qurxl non fuit picpas 
WilNhni Scut de Ilulle de ovihus Buifl captifl in pantura 
anj:norum. Tle^^ii de lege WillelmuB Porcariufl et Thomaa 
(iuner. 

Arnojdus FalnT in miscricordia quia non hahuit predic- 
tum Willeliuum Sout quem plegiavit. 

iViMinii reeliHie in miwrieordia pro vaora Bua raptji in 
prato domini. Th'gii Thomas Guner et WillelmuB Coke. 
M mmir Villata dat dv tallagio Abbatin ij. marc. 

l>e Will«lmoO>ld)e, Willelmo Coke et WalUro Poggc«kin 
ii. mi. ij. R>|. pro uarda vij. |>^)rcc»rum Robcrti Gcntil ct pro dampDO 

qmxl ftK*4*ruiit in blado domini. 
T| Am. I>e Miutino licrcario vj. den. pro plaga quam fecit 

iVkinno. 

* AH Oie riiuir^ foan<l omU^r Uiit UradiiiK art htrt copied. 
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* Pouinton. Die Luno proxima post feiituin Lucio 
Virginia. 

GalfricluR do Lutteton* verflim laaliellam nlictani SUpIi- 
ani do \A* I<»r* vad* per Iladulfum Quochcpiike. 
i|. Mf.aioi Tola villata dat do tiUlagio Alibatiii ij. marc. dim. 

Cionilda do la Polo ot Johannes filiiiH ojiiR in minorirordia 
pro injuria illata Alicie la Wcbbo ct matri ojiifi. Tit gitis 
'I •*. WillelmuB de Witeway. fin. tj. d. 



Riaaelep*. Die Martia prozlma poet festum Puriflcacionis 
B. Virginia. 
t« • • • • • • 

Ilol)ertufl Coc in mincricordia pro bosco domini. rio^iut 
'I ^ Willolmiifl Baldewyn*. fin. vj. d. 

JolianncA Bra^dofer in miBcricordia pro ocxlom. Plt^gii 
^1 *• WillelmuH Coc et ArthuruB lo Gardinir. fin. vj. d. 

I) •»(. HicarduH Maleviir dat ij. sol. pro licencia concordandi 

cum Willi Imo do Tinnoro do placito trauH^ri h^ionin. riigii 
IU)l>ortuf< Maurcward* ol Willelmuft do Fclda. 

Kolx^riuH le King in mi84Tic«>rdia pro boRco doniini. 
Plegii Hicardufl Malovill* et Hol)ertu8 Maureward. fin. 
«M *• xg. d. 

Uicardufl iJrun in misoricordia pro oodcm. Plc^i 
»»* * Willelmus Slii>oro ol OilcWrtufl Lamb*, fin. xij. d. 

Alwynus Hithrwod* in miik'ricordia pro ofHlrni. Plegii 
•J * WillolmuR Baldowyn* et Willolmus Coc. fin. vj. d. 

Ragcnilda do Bocco dat ij. sol. quia nupfiit sine licencia. 
PlogiuR WillilinuH do Pinnoro. Kndini lLig«nil«la iK»tii 
i|U(Hldam maKuagium voritus Bogcrumdo Lofta ot Julianam 
uxorom ojun qu«Hl fuit Roliorti le IWk', ol conco<litur oi 
jurala xij. logalium hominum |Hr pro<li('ltini fintni ot at 
V. •*. rocu|H>rol R4 ifiinam dabil |>or tolum v. nol. Kl cU^ti nunt 

xij. juraloroM htiI. Joliannoa do Hulla, Wilb'IniUH Manrr^ard\ 
Hoinrtufi m Halo, Walu*rufl loBul. WiiIUtuh Sipir. Willclmiw 

• AH xhr rnlnr« foun*l omkr lln« hr.v!inj; Atr c**\%*A 
' F.**^int omitlrH 
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Brihtwin, Richard {orseman, Richard Leofred, William 
John's Bon, Hugh >088, Richard Pontfret and Robert 
Croyser, John Bisutl ) and Gilbert Bisuthe * who are sworn. 
And they say that thf^ said Ragenilda has the greater right. 
Therefore let her have seisin.- 

William But in mercy for his pigs caught doing damage 
to the lord. Pledges, Robert Maureward and Walter Reaper's 
son. Fine, 6 d. 

Alvena Leofred is at her law six-handed against Isabella 
of Hayes [to prove] that she did not take from her a certain 
knife on the Friday after Midsummer day last past, to her 
damage and dishonour 3 s. Pledges for her law, William 
Blund and William Shepherd. Afterwards they compromise 
by leave of the court so that Alvena engages to pay an 
amercement (fixed at 6d.), on the security of the said two 
pledges. 

Isabella Jonant demands a certain messuage with a 
croft which Arthur Gardener holds and gives 12 d. to have 
a jury of the said twelve men, and if she recovers she will 
give 2 s. Pledges, Robert Fountain and John Gery. And 
the twelve jurors mentioned. above come and say that the 
said Isabella has the greater right. 

Ruislip [Middlesex]. Saturday after the Purification of 
the Blessed Virgin.' 

• ***«** 

Richard Guest gives 12 d. and if he recovers will give 
2 s. to have a jury of twelve lawful men as to whether he 
has the greater right in a certain headland at Eastcot 
which Ragenilda widow of William Andrews holds, or the 
said Ragenilda. Pledges for the fine, John Brook and Rich- 
ard of Pinner. And the said Ragenilda comes and says 
that she has no power to bring that land into judgment ' 
because she has no right in it save by reason of the ward- 

' There are fourteen names ; the adjourned from Tuesday to Saturday, 

two last seem to have been added to ' She cannot, that is, act in liti- 

an original list of twelve. gation as tenant of the land. 

' The court seems to have been 
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racion UHt<Klu* filii ei hero<lifi viri Hiii <|ui (*Ht iiifia ^taU»tn. 
Kt li'u\ UH not) iN)tofii hoc dtulicero. M<^> cxfic^lrl 
ftntoin. 

"I 1 A^noH la Strotto <lai xij. d. pro lirtMiria ronronlafidi 

rmu Alicia \v la Strotto. V\v^\i Artliiirti» rorcaritis rl 
fristianuH [if inMl. 

WaltniiH (h la Hullo dat j. marc, pro ha1>onda lirencia 

i m manendi Htii)or torratu iVioris d«* IlmiXNlrflwortir <|iiaiiicliu 

vixirii ita tainon cpiod invcnii pIc^ioH (H*il. Willidinum 
SIi|M>ro, Johaunotn HiRutlic, Cfillebcrttiin BiHiitlio, Ilii^onem 
do ArlK)ro, Willolinuin filiiim Johannifi, J(»lianiH*iii d<^ Ia 
Hullo cpii inatiucapiuni cpio<l prcilirtufl \ValU*ruH fmtiti 
domino omnia Hcrvicia oi coufiuotudinoH que faoorot ei si 
manori't hu|mt torram Huam ot qu^xl horietum 8uum fuilTum 
orit domino Hi forU* ibi moriatur. 

WillolmuH A1I)UH dat dim. marc, pro halnnda Miinitui 

4iHi. m lirn' quo fuit lUcardi patris sui. Plc^ii Ariliurmi Por- 
cariuH ot HicarduH do Pinnoro. 



Woddon*. Die Vonoru proximaante Natiritatem 8. Johan- 
nis Bapttflto. 

I • • • • • • • 

Curia pi« scntavit c]ucnI WilhlmuB filiuR NtMHnativiia 
<|i»mini oht ct fu^itivuB ot manot apud iNxldoford. Idoo 
|Htondus. I Mount f<*iam qu<Nl WillolmuR Ankil, J<diAnn<Mi 
Por^ono ot (if^lofridu^ (trono furti\<* aJ^iMirtavirunt quaiuor 
auoas do \illa do Horoixd. 

JnliannoH Witrioh* in mim^ricordia pro pullo 8UO caplo 
in Mado d<unini. Plof^ii Wido I^uio ot Sim<»n Winol»old. 

Xij. juratoroR voniunt ei diount qufxl (tunor liUtiiiig 
nullun) juA haU t in dimi<lia virpita t^rro quam Uicarditi 
Oppnu'l tonot. Idoo prcnlictuB liicarduH indv nine die oi 
(tunoruH Holvat ij. r. dc fine quem firit pro jurata habcnda 
|K r pirvinam Simonin C*hampiun ot Thome Askil. 

' EMoin^ omittr«l. 
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Woddon*. Die B. PetH ad Vinoula. 

I • • • • • • • 

Johannes filiiis Ilonrici dat iij. s. ct ni recu|K*rct dabit 
iij. marc, pro habcnda jur' xij. ad inquirendum utrum roajut 
ju8 haln^at in me<lietate uniu8 virgate terre cum i)ertinenciiA 
in Wedon* quam medictat4*m clamat \er?(U8 Iladulfum 
Winebaud ei Julianam uxorem Buam qui mc<lietatem inde 
tenent ot TcrsuR Ualfridum Winebaud qui alteram medic- 
tatem indc tenet an pre<licti Kadulfufi Juliana et (talfridafi. 
Et electi Bunt xij. juratores ncil. Willelmus Grone iMtutl, 
WalteruB de la Grene, Johannes Hicheman, I>avid King, 
(iaIfriduH Tonstal. Aylewinus CriBpus, Johannm Tailloor, 
lUcarduH filiuR Widonis, Wido CaretariuH, Guner Hisvjp, 
Simon filiuH rrr|K>mti. R^diertuH I^rokhole, Johannes Cade, 
Johaiuiefl IkTnard, et Willelmus Hrother. Qui jur' vmiunt 
et dirunt quod prcnlictuR Johannes nullum jus huUt in 
prc^tlicta terra. Kt idiK) consideratum est quo<l predict! 
uj •. ti'uentes in<lo sine die et predictus Johannes solvat iij. sol. 

jier plevinam Godetridi Francej's ct Godefridi le Tailloor. 

GalfriduB Buweyn [x^tit medietatcm unius virgate t<;rre • 
quam Johannes Crispus et Alina del Ilel tenent, et dat 
ij. sol. pro hal>cnda jurata, et si recui^eret dabit xx. sol. Ei 
predicti juratores veniunt et dicunt MUfter sacramcntum suuni 
quod prc^ilictus Galfridus nullum jus hal>ct in predieta terra. 
u •. Ideo preilicti tenentcs inde sine die et predictus Galfridus 

sohat ij. sol. Tlegii Niajit Bussel et Go<lefridu8 Franceym. 

Juliana iilia Hair petit me<lictatcm unius masuagii cum 
crofla quod masuagium Willelmus Bnel et (t<Mla uxor ejus 
Horor preilicte Juliane tcnent ut jus suum. Kt a>ncordati 
sunt |H*r licenciam ita quo<l predicti Wilh^lmus ct (totla 
dant predict^! Juliane unum horroum et unum curUllagium 
propinquius la Grene et duos soillont^ in (iretlicta crofta ei 
|iarte occideutis. Kt predictus WilleUnus |»osuit se in 
|«ite) IIJ 4. misericordia. fin. iij. den. 

Hugo de Stanbrig queritur de Gilel>erto filio Vicarii et 

I * Emoiiu omiilcd. 
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and William of Stanbridge that the wife of the said Gilbert 
who is of [Gilbert's] mainpast and the said William un- 
justly etc. beat and unlawfully struck him and dragged 
him by his hair out of his own proper house, to his damage 
40 s. and to his dishonour 20 s., and [of this] he produces 
suit. And Gilbert and William come and defend all of it 
fully. Therefore let each of them go to his law six-handed. 
Afterwards they make accord to this effect that in case the 
said Hugh shall hereafter in any mamier oifend against 
[Gilbert and William] and thereof shall be convicted he will 
give the lord Gs. 8d. by way of penalty and will make 
amends to [Gilbert and William] according to the judgment 
of six lawful menj and the others on their part will do the 
like by him. And Hugh put himself in mercy. Fine, 3 s. 
Pledges, John Tailor and Walter Brother. 

Breakers of the assize [of beer :] William Idle (fined 6 d.), 
Maud Carter's widow (6 d.), Walter Carter. 

John Witriche in mercy for carrying off thorns. 
Fine, 6 d. 

Eobert Dochi in mercy (fine, 2 d.) for divers trespasses. 
Pledges, Gilbert Priest's son, Ralph Winbold and Walter 
Green. 

Ailwin Crisp in mercy for his cow caught in the lord's 
pasture when ward had been made.* Fine, 12 d. 

John Bernard in mercy for his beasts caught by night 
in the lord's meadow. Fine, 2 s. 

Eichard Love gives 12 d. to have a jury of twelve touch- 
ing a rod of land which Robert of Brockhole and Juliana 
his wife hold. This action is respited to the next court 
[when the jurors are to come] without further delay. After- 
wards the jurors come and say upon their oath that the 
said Richard has the greater right in the said land. There- 
fore let him have seisin. 

' As to the making of ward, see above, p. 10, note 1. 
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TLACITA MANRRIOHUM BECCENRITM ANNO 
DOMINI M- €€•• XL* NONO. 

Ockoburn.* Dio Jowis in ebdom*da Pentocostos. 

WillclinuR IJlakehord' in mificricordia quia non vcnil 

cum lego Rtia flicui dcbuit. Flegii Ualfridus de Wjka ei 

Ti 4. GalfriduB Payn. fin. vj. d. 

Prosontaium fuii quod 8U>phanuB Fasior de noct« 

IwrcuBsii Bororem suam cum quodam cult4)llo et cam 

<normikT rii/nrmH/. Idoo commitiatur priBono. Postcm 

M • ft^ii finem ij. n. Plegius Galfridufi de Wika. 

PrcRontntum fuii quo<i Robertus filius Cariitar* de noeii* 

invanit Petrum le liorgeys et ad hosiium nuum jartaTit 

lapide^ in folonia ita quod predicius Petruii levavii huiesiuro. 

Idco commitiatur prediciuR Robcrius prisone. Postea fccii 

II *. finem ij. r. 

NicholauR Drye, Ilenricus le Noiie (fin. xij. d.) ei Thomas 

*< •• de Hoga (fin. xij.d.) convicti fueruni quod de noctc in- 

vaaoruni domum domini Thome Cai^rllani ei unum hominem 

ei unam niulierem ibidem hoRpitaios vi ejcKreruiii. Ideo in 

luiacTieordia. Hegii predicti Thome Rirardusdo liOrtemere 

et Jordanufl de Pan'R. Item plegii pre<licii Ilenrici, Uicardui 

Pen . . .' ei RirarduR lUitry. 

Adam MctygeR dat dimidiam Rextariam vini pro halM^nda 

inquiflicione utrum Ilenricus Ayulf impoRuit ei crimen 

lairocinii ei dixit opprobria ei verba contumelioRa. PoRiea 

• >i 4. roncordati sunt, ei Ilenricus Tadiai misericordiam. fin. 

xij. d. 

j« • • • • • • 

Isaliella Sywardi in miRericf>rdia quia vendidit Ricardo 
Ikxlenlmtn !< rrain quam ei warantizare non potuit. 

Oinrns rarurarii MajoriR Orkeburn convicti fueruni per 
Rarramrnlum xij * domini male fuii arata 

* Kin(('t O^n r«frib . C S A th# aft«ti# |>rob*bIj lh« m«41« of 

clam«|^ r*'!! of ihrr^ rotulrU. b**r. 

' A •niftll hoir * The roll i« damAf*^. 

' A lut of thotr who have broken 
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their default [the land] of the lord was ill ploughed whereby 

the lord is damaged to the amount of 9 s And 

Walter Reaper is in mercy for concealing [i.e. not giving 
information as to], the said bad ploughing. Afterwards 
he made fine with the lord with 1 mark. 

From Ralph Joce 6 s. 8 d. for his son, because he [the 
son] unlawfully carried off corn from the lord's court. 
Pledge, Geoffrey Joce. 

From Henry Pink 12 d. for a trespass by waylaying.' 

From Eve Corner 6 d. for a trespass of her pigs. 

From Ralph Scales 6 d. for timber carried off. 

From William Cooper 12 d. for ploughing his own land 
with the lord's j^lough without licence. 

From Hugh Newman 12 d. for trespass in the wood. 

From Richard Penant 12 d. for the same. 

From Helen widow of Little Ogbourne 6 d. for the same. 

From Nicholas Siward 6 d. for a false complaint against 
William Pafey. 

From William Pafey 12 d. for fighting with the said 
Nicholas. 

From the widow of Ralph Shei)herd 6 d. for a trespass 
in Pcncombe. 



Bledlow [Bucks]. Friday after S. Potor at Chains.' 

♦ *♦♦♦♦# 

Richard Blund gives a half-mark and if he recovers will 
give two marks and a half to have a jury of the whole 
court,' to inquire whether he has the greater right in a 
virgate of land which Hugh Frith holds in wardship with 
Cristiana daughter of Simon White, or the said Cristiana. 
Pledges for the fine, Richard Dene, William Hulle, John of 
Scnholt, Hugh Smith, and William Kctelburn. And the 
whole court say \i\)on their oath that the said Richard has 

' This seems the meaning of ' This feast is 1 Aug. 

forsteal. Sec Sdnnid, Qcsctze, • of tlie whole court substituted 

tJlossar. for of twclw lawful men. 

i> 2 
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Kicardus majiis jus habct in prcdicta terra quam aliquis 
alius. Et ideo recuperet saismam suam. 
ij. nmrc. Pctrus Cotcrel dat ij. marc, pro hakenda saisina t«rre 

que fuit pairis sui salva lloisio matri sue tercia parte 
ojusdoni tcrre. Tlegii WUlelmus Ketelburn, Simon le 
Franccjs, Willclmus Costard et Johannes dc Senliolt. 

. . . niolend' dat iiij. sol. pro transgressione corvisie et 
pro blado doniini male custodito apud molendinum. IMegii 
Johannes Orped et Jocius Serviens. 



'Wedon'. Die Luno proxima post festum 8. I«eoiMurdi. 

J. nwrc. Simon Wynebaud dat j. marc, pro habenda saisina 

quarte partis unius virgate terre quam G al f rid us f rater ejus 
tenuit. riegii Willelmus Askil et Radulfus Wynebaud. 

««• ■• Agatha lilia lloberti filii Matillidis dat xx. s. pro habenda 

snisiiui tercie partis illius virgate terre quam Johannes de 
Blodd' tenuit eo quod pertinot ad ipsam tanquam rarionabilis 
pars sua. Tlogii Hugo Bussel, Willelmus Askil et Gillcbertns 
filius Kacerdotis. 

Rogcrus Faber quoritur do Roberto de Brokeholcde una 
arra terre quam predictus Rogerus conduxerat de Matillide 
filia predicti Roberti' ad terminum quatuor annorum ct 
dicit quod predictus Robertus manucepit tenerc ei terminum 

ij.n. suum, et dat ij. s. pro habenda iiKpiisicione. 

Gillcbertus filius Sarerdotis queritur de eodem Roberto 

Ij. n. de tribus acris terre eodem ukhIo, et dat ij. wd. pro haben<Ia 

inquiHicioue. 

Ij.'. Noes dat ij. sol. eodem modo pro inquisiciono de nna 

aora. I'ostea poHuerunt se in arbitros qui consideravonint 

quod i>re(lictu8 RolK'rtus solvet predict) Rogero lij. sol. el 

predicto Gilbberto vj. sol. et pn'dicto Noes vij. sol. el ad 

lio<» invinit pb'g'. 

.!• • • • • • • 

' 111. 2. * Ih^nrii rnrrortMl into Urthrrti. 

• Thp roll Im coiius iftj;;;r«I. 
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Cottisford [Oxfordshire]. Vigil of S. Martin.' 

Ralph Bar in mercy for having beaten one of the lord's 

men. Pledges, Herbert Rede and Ralph Brunild. 
For the common fine of the township, a half-mark. 
John BonefTant found pledges, to wit, William Smith 

and William of Bledlow, that he will not eloign himself from 

the lord's land and that he will be prompt to obey the lord's 

summons. 

PLEAS OF THE MANORS OF THE ABBEY OF BEG 
IN THE THIRD AND FOURTH YEARS OF ED- 
WARD I. [A.D. 1275-6]. 

Bledlow [Northamptonshire]. Court holden on the Mon- 
day next before the feast of S. Luke.' 

Hugh le Pee in mercy (fine, 12 d.) for concealing a sheep 
for half a year. Pledges, Simon of Newmere, John of 
Senholt. 

William Ketelburn in mercy (fine, 13 s. 4d.) for divers 
trespasses. Pledge, Henry Ketelburn. 

Hugli Derwin for pasture, 6 d. Richard Hulle for divers 
trespasses, 12 d. Henry Stanhard for pasture, 6 d. 

John Churchyard for subtraction of work. Hugh Os- 
mund for i)asture, 6 d. Alice Andrew's widow, 6 d. 

John Osiet in mercy for a trespass ; fine, 12 d. Gregory 
Miller for a trespass, 4 s. ; pledge, Robert Serjeant. 

William Derwin for a trespass, G d. ; pledge, William 
Sperling. 

Hugh Hall gives the lord 12 d. that he may have the 
judgment of the court as to a tenement and two acres of 
land, which he demands as of right, so he says. And it 
being asserted that the said land is not frec[hold] let the 
court say its say. And the court says that the tenement 
and one of the two acres are of servile condition and that 
the other acre is of free condition. The case is reserved for 
the lord's presence. Pledge, John Brian. 

' S. Martin is U Nov. '' S. Luke is J 8 Oct. 
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JolianncB Palmerus scisitus est tenemcnto patris sui ct 
iiijH. iiij. d. dat domino do ingressu liij. s. iiij. d. 
▼j.t.viij.d. Willelmus Kctelburn dat domino vj. sol. viij. d. at 
amovcatur ab ofBcio prcpositure. Robertas Serviens pleg- 
ius. 

Willelmas do la Fridh* pro opere sabtracto (yj. d.), 
Johannes Baghcnild pro eodem (vj. d.), Johannes de Sahcn- 
iij.K. holt' (xij. d.) Willelmus Ketelburn (xij. d.). 

c, n. Do communi fine c. sol. ad festum 8. Andreo Apostoli. 

Kicardus de Hull' (vj. d.). Alanus de Buritrop (vj. d.). 

Belicta Fabri (vj. d.). Matillis Martin (vj. d.). Alicia 

Coterel (vj. d.). Robcrtus Molendinarius (vj.d.). Philippas 

*'^-^^*'- Chcpman (vj. d.). Tetronilla de Strata (vj. d.). Hugo 

Squier (xij. d.). Simon do Niwcmere (vj. d.). Willelmas de 

iij.li. vj.(i la Fridh* (vj. d.). Hugo Wyking (xij. d.). 

rrcBontatum est per capit decen* quod Godefridas 
Serviens fecit dcfaltam ct quod Johannes lo Peo levavit 
ununi foBsatum injuste iccirco emendetur. 

Robcrtus Fubcr scisitus est tenemcnto patris sui ct dat 
liij. lib. domino de ingressu iiij. lib. Robcrtus Serviens plcgias. 
xiij. ^. Willelmus Ketelburn pro trahsgressione xiij. sol. iiij. d. 

bumma xnij. lib. nj. sol. viij. d. 



Cotosford. Curia tent a die Martis proxima ante fostum 
S. Luce Evangolisto. 

,j.,i. Radulfus de Croultham' in miscricordia (vj. d.) pro 

transgresKiono. Willelmus filius Rogeri, Roger us Fal)or. 

Ricardus dc la Fordc seysitus est tenemcnto ct terra 
quam tenuit Roberus Parmentar et dat domino de ingrcssa 
X. sol. Wido, Rogerus Fabcr plegii. 

I)c eonnnuni fnie vill* xx.' s. ad festum S. Andrce 
Apostoli. 



a. «. 
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A certain unknown man * gives the lord 20 s. for leave 
to contract [marriage] with a certain widow. Pledge, John 
Serjeant. 

Total of monies due, 50 s. 6 d. 

Woodon Beck [Northamptonshiro]. Court holden on 
S. Luke's day. 

For the general fine payable on S. Thomas's day, 10 
marks. William Fleming gives £4 ^ for leave to contract 
[marriage] with widow Susan. Pledge, Richard Serjeant. 

John Mabely gives the lord 3 s. to have the judgment of 
twelve men as to certain land whereof Noah deforces him ; 
pledges, Richard Smith, Ralph Bernard. The said jurors' 
say that Noah the Fat has i^ight ; therefore etc. 

Agnes Stampelove gives the lord 2 s. for leave to come 
and go in the vill but to dwell outside the lord's land. 
Pledge, Richard Smith. 

Richard Plumer for a trespass, 13 s. 4d. Walter Wide 
for the same, 13 s. 4 d. 

Godfrey Tailor the younger for a trespass, 2 s. 

The plea between Stephen Franklain and John Tailor is 
adjourned to the next court, when no essoin is to be 
allowed. 

Whereas Godfrey Tailor the younger has demanded 
against Noah a farthing land, now the action is compro- 
mised in manner following: — Godfrey for himself and 
his heu's remises to the said Noah and his hens all right 
and claim which he has or can have in the said farthing 
land by reason of the gift made by his grandfather John 
Tailor. 

Agnes Mabely is put in seisin of a farthing land which 
her mother held, and gives the lord 33 s. 4 d. for entry 
money. Pledges, Noah, WilHam Askil. 

The full court declares that in case any woman shall 



' Some one, I suppose, who docs below, where the receipts of the 

not wish that his name should be court are^added up. 

made public. * No jurors have been previously 

' This is a very large sum ; but mentioned, 
the figures arc correct, as appears 
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doniini picno ogrefisa ci fucrit maritata libcro liomini poteril 
tunc bono revoriere et rcciiperare dicta inulirr juii el 
clamiiim si (puxl hal>oi in aliqua t<*rrn ; rI nuUin cnptilala 
fucrit wrvo, tunc sorvo vivente non potcrit, »et jMmt mortem 
Injne iH>t4»8t. 
Tj. •.tiij .L HolxirtuH Wyd dat domino vj.n. viij.d. pro nlaxanda 

Kccta sua usquo od fentum 8. Michaelis. Colinus do Camera 
pIogiuB. 

8umma xiiij.lib. iiij.d. 

Aderoston*. Curia tonta die dominica prozima poet fealum 
8. Luce Srangeliate. 

Willelmufl filiufi Alicie seisitus est j. fumo in rcgia 
strata, RUMtim*l)it domum propriis sumptibus ct dat de in* 
iij J. grcfiRU xij.d. et do annuo redditu x. sol. ad tres tomiinoa 

anni, viz. ad festum 8. Martini iij. s. iiij. d. ail Annuneia- 
cionem iij. s. iiij. d. ad Nativitatcan iij. s. iiij. d. Adam Cleri- 
CU8, Johannes Delwncir' plrKi>* 

IladulfuB Marescalcus seisitus est tenemento {mtris ei 
ij •. dat de annuo redditu xij.d. et de ingressu ij.s. Hobertus 

do Overton*, Adam Clericus plcf^i. 

Karra Ijotrix reddidit burp^af^um suum in manus domini 

do quo BciKitus est Thomas dc Fulwdo vi dat de ingressu 

iiu*. iiij. s. et invenit plegios Willelmum Alicon, Thomam Julian, 

Thomam Pistorem quod lil)ertas per ilium in nullo lede- 

retur. 

• •••••• 

Hawisa dat domino vj.d. Laurencius Fullo plogius pro 
eonsideracione curie hal>cnda de j. placia quam a^I firmam 
tvMi 4. tradidit et dat domino xij.d. pro haU^mla seisina. Alex- 
ander Ilotarius, Thomas Lucas plegii. 

• •••••• 

,,^^ l)ulcia dat domino xij.d. pro considerarione curie dc 

dote sua. Hugo Tulluse, Thomas Lucaif ph'gii. 
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It is presented that Stace HuUe (fine, 12 d.) has received 
[strangers] contrary to the assize,* also Godfrey of Widon 
(fine, 6 d.) and Hugh TuUuse (fine, 6 d.), also they say that 
GeofTrey Turner has committed a trespass (fine, 6 d.). Eobert 
Meke for a trespass, 12 d. Thomas Baker, 12 d. 

For the general fine of the vill payable on S. Andrew's 
day, 30 8. 

Total of monies due, £4. s. 10 d. 



Tooting [Surroy], Court holden on Monday before the 
feast of S. Leonard.' 



John son of Alma demands a cottage which Henry 
Fleming holds and gives the lord 12 d. for the oath and 
recognition of 12 men; pledge, Richard Jordan. The 
jurors say that Henry Fleming has the better right. 

Baldwin Cobbler's son finds [as pledges] Walter Cobbler, 
Roger of Broadwater, Robert Linene, Wilham Frances, that 
notwithstanding * his stay in London he will always make 
suit with his tithing and will at no time claim any liberty 
contrary to the lord's will and will come to the lord when- 
ever the lord wills. 



Preston [Sussex]. Court holden on the day of S. Martin.* 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦# 

Simon Patrick gives the lord 12 d. to have the judgment 
of the court as to a cottage of which the widow of Geoffrey 
Dogcrs deforces him ; pledge, Simon of Strode. The said 
jurors' say that the said Simon has the better right. And 
the said Simon remises and quit-claims all his right to his 

' See Stubbs, Select Charters, for * This seems the meaning of 

the writ of 1233, forbidding the re- pro2yU'r in this case, 

ception of strangers for more than * S. Martin is 11 Nov. 

one night. * No jurors liave yet been mcn- 

• S. Leonard is Nov. lioncd. 
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Alio vi Jolmniii Ilorin maritn kuo, x. fu>l. dat * dotniiio di* 
inf^rcHim. Bymon Patrik, Johantu^ Talk* |>l«*Kii. 



' Suynooumb*. Curia tonta in vigilia ApoNtolorum Phil- 
ippi ot Jacobi. 

V, .1. Ilirartliis dv Crnco in miwrirordia pro Ban^iiino offti«<f> 

(vj. <!.). r< truR i\v Criirc pl«ciu«. 

Hcnricii}! dc la Deno (xij.d.) JohanncB Forr^tariun 

liif •. *i I (vj. d.) UaduIfuR Kdiiiry (vj.d.) JoliannrH do la llamlio 
(vj.d.) Adam Willo (xij.d.) Honricus Hiinlin^ (xij.d.) 
Jolianncft fartor (xij. d.) Johannes do Funtc (xij. d.) 

'< •^ *' •» lU'licla Wacc (vj.d.). 

' Bladolawe. Curia tonta in fMto Apostolorum Philippi 
et Jacobi. 

IU)l»ortuR de Cruco pro paiiiura vj.d. 
>ti I Hugo Wyking quia non 8Cf]uitur molcndinum domini 

xij. d. 

IticarduR de la Hull' (xij.d.) Ilol>rrtu8 do (Vuce (r).d.) 
iiij c Helicta \V. Ket<dburn (vj.d.) Matillifl tfnrtin (xij.d.) 

WillelniUB de Mora (vj.d.) IU»l»ortu« Molf»n<liiiarinfi (vj. d.) 

Petronilla de Strata (xij.d.) Hugo Wvking, Hfiiricus d«5 
M «. *i *! liolkealHTgh* (vj. d.) WiHehnuH do la Fridh', Lucia Ulaksion 

(vj.d.) Alicia Harding (vj.d.). 

rrrH4iitatiim ont quoil WilUlmuH (IVrewyn) ct Johannes 
■ii 4. IVrrwyn* tran»<grr8«' fi^erunt (xij.tl.) in Agn< ti m dc la 

I>cn* et clamor levatuii fuit ideo etc. 
,1, 4 Hu^o dc Cnnilcrio contraxit f^ine licincia (xij. d.). 

Juliana Forefltar* diMringatur pro defalta (et) Willeliniui 

de la Mora. 
«,i. 4 Johannofi KulUd in mifiericordia(xij. d.) quia non halntii 

GrcKorium Molendinariuni et preceptum est quo<l halimi 

euni a<l pioximam curiam. 
iui . llnj»o films AiKlrt-e dat domino iiij. p. pro liccncia 

ntilMiitli. HuU>rtuH S« rviins plr^ius. 

• rjolmhlj it i« John who f^nen lh4* h^ri'linc nr* h^r*- fninlf'*!. 
!!»'*»»«"». * A' I ih. rntfu^ (oiin'l nndrr tliif 

- Ail ihr Miitir« fotititl un«lrr Ihtt l»rA«linf; air hrir |ififitr«L 
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Juliana Forester gives the lord 12 d. in order that for 
the future no occasion may be taken against her for neglect 
of suit of court. 

John Franklain is put in seisin of his father's tenement 
and gives the lord 20s. for entry; pledge, llobert Serjeant. 

Henry Cross gives the lord 4 s. for licence to marry ; 
pledge, Robert Serjeant. 

Tooting [Surrey]. Court holden on Saturday before 
Ascension Day. 

Hugh Ellis has demised and let to William Smith the 
acre of land called Lusemead for a term of nineteen years, 
and in case the said Hugh shall die within the said term 
and so be unable to warrant the said meadow he has 
obliged himself by plighted troth to keep the said William 
indemnified and to secure him his chattels. And for the 
making of this entry on the roll the said William gives the 
lord 2 s. ; pledge, Eobert Serjeant. 



Cottisford [Oxford]. Court holden on Tuesday after Trinity 
Sunday. 

Isabella Warin gives the lord 4 s. for leave to give her 
(laughter Mary in marriage ; pledge, John Serjeant. 

It is presented by the whole township that ilalph lo 
War has disseised the lord of a moiety of a hedge, whereas 
it had often been adjudged by award of the court that the 
said hedge belongs as to one moiety to the lord and as to 
the other to Ralph, and the said Ralpli claims and takes to 
liis use the whole to the lord's damage etc. Also they say 
that the said Ralph holds Overcolkcscroft, which land by 
rights is the lord's. 
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» PLACITA MANERIORUM BECCENSIUM ANNO REGNI 

REGIS EDWARDI NONO. 



Toting'. Curia tenia die Sabbati proxima post festum 
S. Martini. 



Prescntatum est per voredictum tocius curie conoorditer 
quod si qua mulier jus habens in aliqua terra secundum 
consuotudincm manerii et in scisina fucrit de voluntaie 
doniini, si aliquis cum dicta muliere contractus fuerit, et 
dicta mnlicr jus suum ct scisinam suam in manus domini 
rcddidcrit, et ille qui cum ca contractus est illud jus et 
scisinam dc manu domini rcccpcrit, precluditur via inper- 
pctuum quibuscunquc heredibus dictc mulicris et romaneat 
dictum jus contrahenti ct heredibus suis. Iccirco Willelmus 
de BoBco, qui in hoc casu est, teneat terram suam in forma 
predicta. Et pro hac inquisiciono facienda, dat dictus Wil- 
rj.i.T!ij.d. lelmus domino vj s. viij d. 



Rislop. Curia tenta die Sabbati proxima post Quasi mode 
geniti. 

• •••••• 

Tencmenta Lucie de ^[olcndino capiantur in manus 
domini propter adulterium quod commisit ita quod ballivas 

rcBiKjndeat. 

• •••••• 

Pres' cap* dec* ' quod Cristina filia Ricardi MaleTile 
maritatur Lond* sine licencia domini, ideo distringatur 
xij. .!. dictus Ricardus (qui Iniem fecit pro xij d.). Item Alicia 

Berde Biiiiiliter, ideo dicta Ahcia distringatur. Item quod 
Rob^rtus de Fonte fecit tranRgressionem Willehno Gery, 
ideo liiotus Robertus in misericordia, Ilonfridus plegius, 

' Kind's Coll Camb., C. 8. ' Prcsfntani capitaU$ dceenmahu 



J) • »l -1. 
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vjd. lUin 'jtUHl Uiranlun Malovil* oxlrnxit Ban^iiinom dc 
SU'pliaiio GiiKt, i(l(o ill iniHcricorclia ijs. 

IV coinmiini flno vill* in festo B. Jocobi Apociioli xlt. 



Biodoiaw. Curia tonta in fosto S. Thiburoii ot ValortaaL 

(■alfridiiH CoU*rcl in niisiTironlia pro liai^ria, Adani 
S4 rvirnH plf^tiiH, xtj. <l. (lalfriduH Colon I pro tran.striffiiionc 
in ffno, Alanus Mciwor plr^^ins, vj. d. Hugo do S^nlioltc in 
•' '" niiHcTicordia pro viritli liosco vj. d. 

Iluf^o Wvkinf; in niifioricordia pro tArdaciono opcmm 
Ruoruni fiwiondornm vj. d. Hugo do Ciniitorio in mtMri* 
cordia pro trangrossiono in Bptnis vj. d. Thomas Golde in 
*' •' niiHfricordia pro bosco, IU)bc*rtu8 Trituralor plopiu^ iij. d. 

WillilmuB do la Duno in miRorirordia pro RuMmxione 
o|>oruin autumpnalium ij. s. Avicia Iraat pro cn<irm tj. d. 
Hugo Wvkinf» pro c»odi»ni vj. d. A^noR la IUhIo in mitcrt- 
Ml V %i .1 cordia pro transgroRRiono filie ruo in lila<lo vj. d. 

WaltvrtiR do Fraxinoin miRoricordiaquia non RoqacdiAlar 
niolrndinnni doniini vj. d. Hu^o Tinel in iniRoricordiA qnu 
iiii|Hdivit aquani do curRU ruo solito in ncM-umontuin vici- 
*" •' nornni, l^iUrtiiH FroR*! pl< j;iuR, vj. d. 

JoliannoR do la Duno in miRorirordia pro ORportariofie 
Mudi in autunipno, Adam le \Vvi4' plogiuR. AlanuR Momior 
'" ' dut domino xij. d. pro uno multono in cuH^Klia rua di'|icr* 

dito. 

Adam lo Wvto in miRcricordia pro mala falcacionc rj. d. 
II 11^0 Harding in mimricordia pro oo<l<>m vj. d. 

rr<R* cap' doo«'ir<|nod Hcnrirus lUaontan \j. d., Hugode 
('imit4'rio xviij. d., WaltoruR do Fraxino vj. d., Honririig 
do LookoRlnTwo xij. d., Avicia Iraac vj. d., RicarduR MAlhen 
vj. d., HuKo Wiking KadulfuR de la I>cno vj. d., 

J(diann(R lo Palmer* xij. d., Johannes Cot^rol vj. d., 
I'l . M 1 JoliannoR do la More vj. d., Jolmnnea CubW xij. d., 
Hugo Androu vj. d., PliilippuR lo Chapman rj. d.» 
••M *i I JohanntR Ft lawo xij. d., liol>ortuR BallivuR vj. d.» AUda 
S<|ui< r xij. d., Julmnncs GraUlc lUcorduB dc Uulle 
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r. 8. 



vj. (1., Osbertus Mcssor vj. d., Robcrtus de Cruce frcgenmt 

xij.d. aRRisam cervisie vj. d. Item quod Henricus de Senholte, 

IlenricuslcBrone, Hugo le Ileyward, RicarduB do la More, 

Juliana Wodcward', Alicia Herding, Petronilla do Strete, 

Alionora do Trato faciunt dcfaltam. Item quod Walterus 

do Fraxino Johannes Wyking Johannes Smcrt 

Henricus Coterel marit* so sine licencia domini, 

ideo distringantur ad faciend' voluntatem domini. Alanus 

Messor pro transgressione pullani sui vj. d. Phih'ppus do 

Chapman in misoricordia quia vetuit vadium suum balUvo 

ix.'i. domhii iij. d. ^ 

De conimuni fme vill* in festo Nativitalis S. Johanuis 
^•'- Baptisto 1. B. 

Summa Ixxiij. s. vj. d. 



Wanotingo. Curia tonta die Jovis proxima pott Hooke- 
day. 

AVillolmus do Fraxino in miscricordia pro transgressione 

in hhulo vj. d. Jolianncs Irmangger' in misericordia pro 

dcHprctu vj. d. Pros' cap* doc' (juod AVillelmus do Riple 

xviij..!. vj. d., Waltorus Fahor (nichil hahot), Matildis de Pasmcr* 

rocopt' contra assisam, ideo in miscricordia vj. d. 

• •••••• 

Matildis relicla Roginaldi de Chawelowe sufncientor 
probavit quamdam ovom esse suam viij. d. apreciatam quo 
si infra unum animm et unum diem exigatur, obligat so ad 
rostitucionom dicte ovis vol precii i>er plog' Johannis le 
Irmani^gero, et Johannis Robcrd, ct dat domino pro ivorda 
nj d. iij. d. 
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' TLACITA MANERIORUM DECCENSIUM ANNO REGNI 
RECJIS EDWARDI FILII REGIS IIENRICI [8EPT1M0 
DECIMO]. 

• ••••• • 

Cotosford. Curia tonta dio Sabbati prozima post festum 
B. Fidis Virginis anno supradioto. 

• •••••• 

ImpoBitum est Johanni IIuwcs per scncscallum in plena 
curia quoil ipse procurat ct nititur auforro domino et 
lioiiiiiiibus 8uis comniunam pasture bug qua usi sunt a 
tcnipoic quo lion oxtat memoria ct quod ad ejus procura- 
cioiiem pro prodicta communa pasture sunt attachiati jx^r 
brovo Quarc vi et armis et quod sic facit invcntum est per 
inquisicioncm tocius curie cui inquisicioni noluit sc sub- 
inittere, set omnia ista sibi imi>08ita nogat do verbo ad 
verbum ct est super hoc ad legem suam. Plegii de lege 
Robertus le Bar et Ricardus de la Forde. 



Wodon'. Curia tonta dio Veneris proxima post festum 
B. Dionisii anno supradicto. 



Ricardus Loverd reddit in manus domini unum cotagium 

cum portinenciis et Emma Loverd iilia ojusdem R. reddit 

unam acram torre arabilis de quibus seisitus est Ilonricus 

le Coverur et dat domino de ingressu et pro licoiicia contra* 

hcndi cum dicta Emma v. s. et sustinebit dictum Ricardum 

in iiien.sa ita bone sicut se ipsum et dabit ei quoliliot anno 

unuui garmameiitum et unum par lineorum et unum i>ar 

caligarum et sotularium. 

• ••••• • 

Tallaf^ium ville xiij. s. iiij. d. 



* Kinr'*^ Toll. Caint)., C 0. rmt of the woril sritimo is l('i;ible ; the cUUc is 
nujiitlic-tl fioiii an uM cndorFcinciit. 
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' Bledel'. Curia tenia die 8. Luoe Evangeliste. 

Maria dc la Done in miscricordia quia non fecit opera 
autumpnalia vj. d. Ricardus le Paumer in misericordia quia 
non habuit quern plegiavit pro j. puUano vj. d. Willclmus 
Cotorel in misericordia xij. d. plegius Bobertus Gibe. 
TMtator* Prcscntatum est quod Ricardus ate HuUe yj. d. Augnes 

ate Ilolcmere, Gregorius Molcndinarius xij. d., Johanna ate 
More iij. d., Matildis Phelip iij. d., Willelmus Kavening vj. d., 
Johannes do Gratel' vj. d., Johannes Felawe vj. d., Hugo 
Wiking vj. d., Hugo de Cimiterio xij. d., Johannes Niwemer 
vj. d., Johannes Brun vj. d. fregerunt assisam cervisie, ideo 
in misericordia. 
Oftp'Dec* Prescntatum est quod Domina de Hamelden* facit 

defaltam, idco preceptum est quod distringatur. 

Willclmus Andreu dat domino xij. d. pro licencia 
maritandi se. Johannes Brun dat domino x. s. pro licencia 
contrahendi cum Avicia Ysac. 

Tallagium ville videHcet tcnentium domini iiij.lib. 

Summa iiij. lib. xix. s. iij. d. 



Preston'. Curia tenia die Jovis proxima post fosium B. 
Loonardi. 

Martinus de Uampton* in misericordia pro tranBgres- 

sione iij.d. Galfridus de Hampton pro officio carnificis 

vj.d. 

• •••••• 

Willelmus Molard seisitus est una roda terra quo fuit 
de dominico domini et dat domino de ingressu xij. d. et de 
annuo redditu vj.d. et e<liiicabit super dicta roda ct tritu* 
rabit per annum septom viitiaa et dimidiam, invcniet 
eciam unum homincm per tres dies ad colligendum fenum 
in tribus pratis domini ct metet unam rodam bladi in 
autumpno et invcniet j. homincm ad tres prccarios autump- 
nales. 

' All Uie entries found under this heading are hero printed. 
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Editha in \fe Halo que per considcracionom tocias cane 
iiivonta est legitime etatis et propinquior heres ad terrain 
quam tenuit quondam Bogerus le May, reddit in manus 
domini in plena curia ad opus Matbei le Paumer totum jus 
ct clamium quod ad prodictam terram habot vcl aliqno 
modo potcrit habere pro qua reddicione idem Matheus dat 
eidom Edithe ix. s. vj. d. et est seisitus per dominum unde 
dat domino dc ingrcssu hujus terre x. s. 



Cumba. Curia tenia die Merourii prozima post diem 
Pasce regni Begin Edwardi fllii Regis Henrioi deoimo 
cotavo. 

• •••••• 

Johannes dc Bagemcr* petit versus Johannem filium Wal- 
tcri de Puteo unam virgatam terre cum pertinenciis in villa 
de Cumba ut jus suum secundum consuetudinem maneriit 
ct idco ut jus quia dicit quod quidam Johannes deBagemer* 
avus suus obiit seisitus de predicta virgata terre cum per- 
tinenciis ut de jure secundum consuetudinem mancrii et de 
ipso Johanne descondit jus cuidam AVillclmo filio sue patri 
prcdicti Johannis qui nunc petit ctijus heres ipse est secun- 
dum consuetudinem mancrii ut dicit, et quod tale sit jus 
suum i>otit quod inquiratur ct dat domino pro inquisicione 
V. s. Et prcdictus Johaimcs (de Puteo) venit et respondit 
et hone concodit scisinam Johannis dc Baggemer et quod 
prcdictus AVillchnus fuit filius prcdicti Johannis, set dicit 
quod per prodictum Willclmum patrem suum nullum jus 
sibi accrescit in predicta virgata terre ncc de jure rocud- 
dum consuetudinem mancrii accresccre debet, quia dicit 
quod idem Willehnus pater Johannis qui nunc petit alias 
ipsum in predicta curia coram domino de predicta virgata 
terre nunc versus ipsum petita inplacitavit petens pre- 
dictam terram versus cum ut jus suum secundum consue- 
tudinem mancrii etc., et tandem lis conquiovit inter ipsos 
ita qnod concordati fuerunt in liac forma de voluutate 
iloniini et in plena curia ita videlicet quod prcdictus Willcl- 
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mus do Baggcmero concessit remisit ot quietum clamaTit 
pro so et hercdibuB suis predicto Jobaimi de Puteo totum 
jus suum quod habuit vel quoquo modo in predicta virgata 
tcrro habere poiuit inperpetuum secundum consueiudinem 
manerii, et hoc paratus est verificare per recordum rotulo- 
rum sou xij^*" jurator' * ejusdem curie per voluniatem 
domini ot scncscalli, et petit judicium si contra factum 
predicti Willelmi patris sui cujus heres ipse est ut dicit 
aliquod jus in predicta terra secundum consuetudinem 
manor ii sibi accrcscere poterit. Et predictus Johannes 
de Baggemere dicit quod predictus Willelmus pater suub 
nunquam in prcfata curia jus suum de se et heredibus suis 
prout dicit remisit nee quietum clamavit et hoc ponit super 
recordo rotulorum seu quod per xij'*" juratores curio 
inquiratur. Et predictus Johannes de Puteo similiter. 
Et datus est dies ad proximam curiam ad audiendum judi- 
cium ct recordum suum. 

Postca summonita fuit curia ad diem Mercurii proximam 
post festum B. Nicholai proximo sequens, ad quam curiam 
Johannes de Baggemere petens fecit se essoniari versus 
Johannem iilium Walteri defendentem in hec verba, 
Joliannes de Baggemere versus Johannem filium Walteri 
de Puteo de placito tcrre per Ilugoncm de Bafjgcmcre. Et 
Johannes filius Walteri de Puteo optulit se et |>etit judicium 
de dcfalta Johannis de Baggemere et dicit quod essonium 
predicti Johannis non jacet quia dicit quod nullus inplaci- 
tatus in curia post primam apparcnciam so potest essoniare 
secundum consuetudinem manorii, et petit judicium precise 
de defalla predicti Johaimis quia dicit quod ad diem istam 
habuerunt diem ad audiendum judicium et recordum 
suum secundum placitum inter eos placitatum. Et tota 
curia venit et dicit precise quod essonium predicti Johannis 
non jacc't et quod predictus Johannes de Baggemere facii 
dofuUani. Ideo consideratum est quod Johannes de Puteo 
inde sine die et quod Johannes de Baggemere et plcgii de 

prosL'qiando in misericordia. 

• ••••• • 

* Y,'\i\\Qt juratorum ot juraUirct. 
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Ogbourno [WiltshireJ. Court holden on the Friday next 
after the feast of S. Mark * in the said year of King 
Edward.' 

• •••••• 

The whole vill, except Adam Russcl, John Druet, John 
Butcry, William Eeeve and Peter Reaper, are in mercy for 
having elected for themselves a common reaper and not 
having presented him, as the custom is, to the bailiff of 

the place ; fine, 6 s. 8 d. It is forgiven by the lord. 

• •••••• 

William Viner is convicted by six lawful men because 
the dispute which occurred between him and Maud Kelbe 
was wholly due to him and not to the said Maud. There- 
fore he is in mercy. His amercement is put in respite. 
Also it is ordered that he pay to the said Maud the 2 s. 
which he has promised her on the security of Paulin Drye 

and Adam Assuk for the trespass committed against her. 

• ••«••• 

William Brond is convicted by six lawful men of having 
agreed with Maud Nicholas's daughter to demise to her a 
half acre of land for a term of years. Therefore it is 
ordered that he do keep the said covenant made between 

them and established by the oath of the said [six] men. 

• «••••• 

Peter Kiwel complains of William Viner and says that 
he has grievously defamed him by asserting m public that 
he, Peter, is a false man full of frauds and a picker of 
quarrels, to his [Peter's] damage etc. And the said William 
comes and answers and denies word by word and is at his 
law as to the defamation aforesaid. Pledge for his law, 
John Pound. 

The chief pledges, to wit, Solomon atte Noke, Paulin 
Drye and John Pound with the whole tithing undertake 
that Walter Wich, Philip Einger and John Squal shall per- 
sonally come before the lord or his steward whenever he 
[the lord] shall wish to implead them. 

> S. Mark is 25 April. 

r 2 



37 PLACITA IN CURIIS MAONATUM ANQLIE. 

' Cotesford. Curia tenia die Apostolorum Fhilippi et 
Jacobi anno supradioto. 

Gum Johannes IIuwcs de Cotcsford inculpatns fiiuwct 
quod dominus Tehobaldus de Verdun inplacitari fecit 
homincR domini ojusdem Johannis videlicet domini Abliatis 
do Bccco do manerio de Cotesford per breve de traniigres- 
sione coram domino Rogc ad procuracionom et abettum 
ejufldcm Johannis, idem Johannes venit et verbo ad verbam 
negat ct bene defcndit quod nunquam ad ejus procuracionem 
predicti homines ad scctam domini Tehobaldi fuerunt coram 
liege inplacitati prout sibi inponitur ct vadiavit legem etc. 
Postea focit legem et acquietavit se se sexta manu. 



Wedon'. Curia tenia die Veneris proxima post festum 
Invencionifl 8. Crucis anno supradioto. 



Johannes Caretlarius in misericordia pro avcriis suis 

captis in J>c Inlond, vj. d. 

Ro))orlus ate Ilulle in misericordia quia succidit arbores 

ot vendidit quas vcndorc non potuit, xij. d. 

• •••••• 

Invcntum est per xij. jur' curio vidoHcet Galfridum ate 
Orene, Walteruni Bilhing, Johannem PcrBon, Godefridura le 
Taylor, Siinonom le Juvene, Galfridum Yngulf, Simonem 
Clericuni, Ilenricum Godefray, Walicruni de la Grcne, 
Kadulfum Hornard et Stophanum Gilel>erd quod Hol>ortua 
ate IIul nullum jus post mortem uxoris sue do Wedon'* 
liahet ad tonend* dimidiam virgatam terre in Wcdon' quia 
dicunt quod uxor sua verus heres predicte tcrre nunquam 
hujusmodi -^ coram domino vel suosenescallo prefato Roberto 
reddidit noc eciam aliquis anteccssorum ejusdem i>cr quod 

• Tho only *»ntry fonnil un<lor lliis ■ Tlio wrilrr of tliiti roU habitaAlIj 

lu>a<hiip is li«-ri' priiit4><i. ufc^^ hujiisnwfii to moan * thenainc* 

' It iii.'iy )'*' tlidt thr uoid^ ih" or ' thi> Raitl.' Othor ins tancen occur 

\\\il»>ti' mr i\\ir to iiiistako. Ih-Iow. 
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aliquid juris vcl clamii prefatus Robertas poterit in dicta 
terra mortua uxore sua secundum consuetudinem manerii 
aliquo modo vcndicare. Idco terra capta est in manum 
domiiii. Postea veniunt Thomas de Gayton' et Athelina 
uxor sua et dicunt quod ipsa Athelina soror uxoris predict! 
Bobcrti propinquior heres est ad petend* dictam dimidiam 
virgatam tcrre secundum consuetudinem manerii. Et quia 
ipsa Athelina quondam recessit penitus de libertate domini, 
ideo dat domino vj. s. viij. d. ita quod possit redire ad 
eamdem et jus suum quod babet ad predictam terram 
prosequi secundum consuetudinem manerii, unde predict! 
Thomas et Athelina uxor sua seisiti sunt in plena curia 
prcfata dimidia virgata terre et dant domino de ingressa 
iiij. 1. vj. s. viij. d. 



Rislep. Curia tenia die dominica proxima post Gulam 
August! anno supradioto. 

Bencgcrus Sutor dat domino xij. d. pro consideracione 
curie utrum ipse anno presenti habere debeat fenum cujus* 
dam prati racione seisino quam habet per dominum de 
hujusniodi prato an Galfridus le Goldcr illud perciperc 
debeat racione [seisino] quam habuit in prato predicto prout 
dicit. Et inquisicio dicit quod Benegcrus hujusmodi fenum 
secundum consuetudinem manerii habere debet. Ideo 
considcratum est quod dictus Galfridus qui hujusmodi 
fenum contra voluntatcm predicti B. de prato amovit, sit 
«*J.«». in miscricordia etquod faciat emend' predicto Benegeroetc. 

Bopcrus Sutor convictus est i>cr vj. legates vicinoe suos 
quod injusto et sine racione detinuit Johanni lo King 
annuum rodditum sibi dcbitum videlicet terciam partem 
unius denarii. Ideo considcratum est quod Bogerus sit in 
misericordia et quod satisfaciat dicto Johanni etc. 
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»PLACITA MANERIORUM BECCI ANNO REGIS 
EDW[ARDI FILII REGIS] H. DECIMO OCTAVO 
FINIENTE. 



Bislep. Curia tonta die 8. Luce Evangeliste anno supra- 
dicto. 



Rogorus Ponfrayt petit versus Johannem ate Hulle 
unam virgatam terre cum pci:tinenciis in Rislep ut jus 
suum etc. et ideo ut jus quia dicit quod quedam Mase- 
lina proava ' sua obiit seisita de predicta terra ut de jure 
8U0 secundum consuetudinem manerii, et de ipsa Maselina 
desendit^ jus et descendere debuit cuidam Alicie ut filie 
et heredi, et de ipsa Alicia cuidam Ricardo ut filio et heredi 
et patri ejusdcm Rogeri Ponfrayt qui nunc |)etit, et quod 
tale sit jus suum petit quod inquiratur per curiam. Et 
predictus Johannes vcnit et dcfendit vim et injuriam et jus 
suum etc. et negat scisinam predicte Maseline, etc., et dicit 
quod predicta virgnta terre cum pertinenciis devenit in 
manus domini tanquam sua eschaeta per mortem omnium 
hercdum, et quia nullus dictam terram jure hereditario et 
secundum consuetudinem manerii petere potuit, ideo 
dominns earn tanquam suam esclmetam pro voluntato sua 
eidem Johanni vcndidit et eum in seisinam secundum con- 
suetudinem manerii predicte terre ponere fecit, unde dicit 
quod mnjus jus habet a<l tenond* eandem quam predictns 
Rogorusad petend', ot hoc similiter petit inquiri per curiam. 
Et xij. jur' curie videlicet Rogerus Ilamund, Ilumfridns dc 
Estcote, Radulfus Ilobcrd, Johannes Figo, Petrus Lamb, 
WillehnuR Harding, Rogerus Iloberd, Ricardus Malevilc, 
Radulfus But, Willehnus le Messor, Hugo do Arbore et 
Radulfus Croyser dicunt super sacramentum suum quod 
predicta Maselina de cujus seisina predictus Rogerus petit, 



' Kin^R Coll. Caiub., C. 10. Pari of this heading liaf perished. 
' 6ic. • Sic. 
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nunqnam fuit seisita de prcdicta virgata torro, set tanquam 
eschacta pro morto herodum devcnit hujusmodi terra in 
manus domini et fuit prcdicto Johanni vendita et tradita 
secundum consuctudinem manerii, undo dicunt 8ui>er sacra* 
mcntum suum quod predictus Johannes majus jus babet 
ad tcnend' predictam tcrram quam predictus Itogerus ad 
xu .1. pctondum. Ideo consideratum est quod predictus Jobanni 

iJ«i* tcneat ut tenet et dictus Uogerus in misericordia. 



Wedon'. Curia tenia die Lune prozima post festum In- 
voncionis S. Crucis anno regni Regis Edwardi deoimo 
nono. 



Willclmus Clericus reddit in manus domini dimidiam 
virgatam tcrre que quondam fuit cujusdam Yvonis ad opus 
Juliane filie sue. Postea de voluntate ejusdeni Juliano 
dictus W. seisitus est eadem terra ad tenend' ad terminum 
vite sue ita quod Juliana post obitum Willelmi sit hercs 
c^us propinquior ad habend* et tenend' hujusmodi dimi* 
diani virgatam tcrre secundum i^onsuetudinem manerii et 
si Juliana sine hcrede de cori>ore suo procrcato dccodat 
hujusmodi terra rcvertetur ad heredes predicti Willelmi 
undo Willelmtis pro premissis in plena curia recordat* ct 
inrotulat' dat domino x. s. 



Adroston'. Curia tenia die Morcurii post fostum Inven* 
cionis S. Crucis anno regni Regis Edwardi fllii 
Regis H[enricij docimo nono. 
• •••••• 

Augncs quondam uxor Walleri Muk' petit versus 
Rogiiuildum Molendinarium tcrciam partem unius burgagii 
ut dotiin Kunm racionabik'm quam dictus Rcginaldus ci 

' No fiplanaiion in givrn for the appcaraneeof ihii turn in Uio margiB o( 
the roll ; the margin it damaged. 
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injuste dcforciat ut dicit et hoc ponit super curiam. Et 
predictus Kegiiialdus venit et defendit vim et injuriam et 
jus suum etc. ct dicit quod consuetude manerii de Adreston* 
talis est quod quando uxor aliqua venit cum marito sue in 
plena curia et reddunt in manus domini aliquod tencmcntom 
ad opus alicujus emptoris, uxor hujusmodi post mortem 
mariti sui nullain recuperabit dotem de tenemento sio in 
curia reddito et vendito, et quod talis sit consuetude 
manerii et quod dicta Augnes sic venit in plena curia cum 
marito suo et totum jus et clamium quod liabuit vel aliquo 
modo habere poterit in toto vel in parte hujus burgagii in 
manus domini ad opus ejusdom 11. reddidit ponit super 
curiam. Et dicta Augnes benb.concedit hujusmodi cons*, 
set dicit quod nunquam in plena curia jus suum quod 
habuit in dicto burgagio in manus domini reddidit, et hoc 
ponit super curiam. Et xij. jurat* curio videlicet Adam Ic 
Clerk, Thomas Julian, Hugo de Cymiterio, Radulfus Stace, 
Radulfus Faber, Johannes fiUus Augnetis, Radulfus Pistor, 
Walterus Douce, Radulfus Pistor junior, Johannes le 
BoMcr, Robertus Wodorowe, Thomas Lucas et Roberttis 
Muk dicunt super sacramentum suum quod predicta Augnes 
venit in plena curia et totum jus et clamium quod aliquo 
modo habere potuit in dicto burgagio in manus domini 
reddidit, unde dicunt super sacramentum suum quod 
nullum jus habet secundum consuetudmem manerii de 
Adrcston' ad petend' terciam partem supradicti burgagii. 
Ideo consideratuni est quod dictus Reginaldus inde sine die 
et predicta Augnes in misericordia. 



Rislep. Curia tonta die Martis ante fostum S. Petri ad 
Vincula anno supradicto. 

• •••••# 

Matildis J>e ClorekcH petit versus Isabellam Ponfrayt unum 
nK'8ua^iuin ciun pertinenciiB ut jus suum etc., et ideo ut jus 
quia dicit quod Juliana soror sua obiit seisita do prodicto 
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mosungio ut dc pcrqaisito suo secundum consuctudineni 
manorii, ct dc ipsa Juliana quia obiit sine hercde de se 
doRcondit jus et dcscendcre debuit isii Matildi que nunc petit 
tanquam hcredi n^'O'^inquiori, et hoc offert verificare per 
curiam. Et prcdicta Isabella venit et defcndit jus sunm 
etc. et dicit quod prcdictum mosuagium nunquam fnii 
porquisitum dicte Matildis ^ set perquisitum cujasdam 
Willolmi Ponfrait mariti ejusdem Juliane, qui qoidem 
Willclmus fuit prodicto mesuagio in plena curia scisitus, set 
Juliana nunquam in curia ncc extra fuit per dominum hu* 
jusmodi mesuagio seisita et hoc ofTert verificare per cariam 
et petit quod inquiratur. Et dicta Isabella* hoc idem 
similiter petit et ponit se super inquisicionem. Et juratores 
videlicet Rogorus Hamund, Benerus Brun, Johannes Robint 
Hugo Ilorsman, Radulfus Croyscr, Willelmus Odder, 
Bobortus Nothel, Rogerus Iluberd, Willelmus Ilarding, 
Johannes Kevorc, Willelmus in le Hole, Robertus do . . ., 
Ricardus Malevile, Petrus Salvage, Radulfus Stevene, 
Johannes Randulf, Willelmus ate Ilulle et Johannes King 
dicunt RU]>er sacramentum suum quod Juliana per qnam 
dicta Matildis petit hujusmodi messuagium nunquam fuit 
seisita ipso mesuagio, set Willclmus Ponfraytmaritusipsins 
Juliane undo secundum consuetudinem manerii Juliana post 
mortem W. mariti sui nichil poterit clamare nisi dotem in 
hujusmodi mcsuagium nisi fuerit in plena curia una cam 
niarito suo de hujusmodi perquisito conjunctim seisita, ol 
hoc nunquam fuit factum prout dicunt sui>er suum sacra- 
mentum, undc dicunt quod non est in hujusmodi poticione 
audiendn. Idoo considcratum est quod dicta I sal>ellateneat 
tit t(*n(*t ot Matildis in misericordia, que est condonata i^cr 
dominum quia pauper. 

• •••••• 

' Sic. * Sic ; corr. MatiUUs. 
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' [PLACITA MANERIORUM BECCEN8IUM ANNO REGNI 
REGIS EDWARDI FILII REGIS HENRICI VICES- 

IMO Q^'ARTO.] 

Rislep. Curia »..^ta die Veneris proxima post festum 8. 
Barnabo AposwU anno regni Regis Edwardi vicesimo 
quarto. 

• •••••• 

Adam do RamcBcyc atachiatus fuit ad rc8})ondcndum 
domino ad scctam Willelmi Forcstarii ct Willclmi Messoris 
per pi' Willelmi do Scaccario et Roberti AJiz de placito 
(juaro cum idem Adam simul cum aliis ignotis die Veneris 
in ebdomada rcniccostcs apud Rislcp super feodum et 
libertaiem domini ad domum Ilugonis Marloward nativi 
dicii domini cum una carotta venisset, ct ibi uiacrcmium 
per dictum Ilugonom Marlcward contra defensionem domini 
prostratum ct ibidem prohibitum sciente dictam defensionem 
per dictum dominum sic factam in dicta carctta cariare 
fecisset, ut a libortate domini ipso invito amoveretur ad 
dampnum domini c. solidorum ad quam cariationcm super- 
venerunt Willclmus Forcstarius et Willolmus Messor 
tanquam ballivi domini et prohibucrunt dicto Ade ex jNirte 
domini RegiH et domini sui no dictum maeremium sic {)er 
dominum prohibitum a dicto loco contra voluntatcm domini 
amovcri't et quod se per pleg* attachiasset ad rospondcndum 
domino in curia sua de eo quod dictum maeremium sic 
contra voluntatem domini a libertate sua sic cariare voluisset, 
ct coperunt quendam equum de caretta dicti Ade nomine 
vadii ut ipsum \ntr \)V attachiassent ad respondendum domino 
de transgresKione predicta, quibus dictus Adam simul cum 
aliis ignotis insultum vi et armis fecit nee ipsum secundum 
legem ct cons' regni in forma prcdicta attachiar* {)ermisit» 
set de dicto equo sic attachiato quantum in ipso fuit 
rescuBBum fecit propter quod dicti W. Forestarius et W. 
McBsor super dictum Adam et alios sibi adherentos et eis 

» King*! Coll. Caml).. C. 11. The poriRhofl. but the ilnlr is Rirrn in Ihe 
general hc.i<liiig of this roll has heading of the Uuinlip 
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sic insultum facientcs hutcsium levavcrunt, ad qaod 
luitesium vcuit quidam Walterus Salvage decennariiis de 
Estcoto cum tola dcconna, quibus dictus Adam cum hatesio 
Icvato injunxit et ex parte domini Regis precepit quod ipeum 
simul cum hutcsio sequerentur diccns sc per dictos W. 
Forestariuni ct W. Messorem de cquo suo contra voluntatom 
Buam ot pacom domini Rogis et tnnquam servientcm domini 
Regis furtive Rpoliatum esse, per quod dictus Walterus 
deceiinarius cum tota decenna perteritus timore de precepto 
domini Regis una cum dicto Ada hutosio levato dictos W. 
Forestarium et socium suum tanquam felones usque ad 
mancrium domini sequebantur, et insuper ad portam manerii 
dicti domini dictus Adam cum dictis hominibus ipeum 
sequentibus super dominum ct suos hutcsium levavit dicens 
se sic per dictos W. et W. per proceptum domini sic ' de 
dicto equo furtive spoliatum esse ad dampnum et pudorem 
domini c. s. et amplius. Hec omnia predicta fecit dictus 
Adam. De quibus transgressionibus dicto Ade in plena 
curia sic impositis, confitetur se dictus Adam in omnibus 
esse culpabilcm et ponit se in misericordia domini et in- 
venit plogios Walterum Salvage, lU)bertum Notbel, Jo- 
hannem Kevcre et Ilugonem Marleward. Postca taxata 
fuit dicta misericordia per Rogerum de Suhtcote Will- 
elmum de Scaccario Ilugonem de Cumba liboros scctatorcs 
curie usque ad duas marcas. 

Honricua le White petit unam acram tcrre quam tenuit 
Johannes frater suus cujus heres ipse est ut dicit. Et 
Cristiiui Trice venit et dicit quod majus jus habet ad 
tenend* dictani acram ad vitam suam quam dictus Henri- 
cus a<l petend' quia dicit quod predictus Johannes per- 
quisivit dictum acram post matrinionium inter ipsum et 
ipsain rontractuin et socuiuUnn conKuetudinem manerii de 
lUslrp uxor i>ost mortem mariti sui t4>nehit integrc per- 
quisituin quod pcrquisivit [xwt matrinionium inter ipsoB 
rr»ntra<'tum ct hoc ofTert verificare i>er curiam et dat domino 

' sic is thus roppAtcd. 
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vj. d. pro inquisicione habenda. Que quidem inqaisicio dicit 

quod talis est consuetudo manerii prout per Cristinain 

narratur undo majus jus habet ad tenend* qnam Henricos 

ad potcnd'. Ideo consideratum est quod teneat ut tenet et 

llenricus in miscricordia etc. iij. d. 

• •••••• 

Cap' dee' prescntant quod Robertus de Ciltemo, 
Willelmus dictus Clerk, Henricus dictus Prust, Henricus 
Cocus, Johannes Malevile, Elias Faber, Willelmus le 
Lcpere, Robertus Bedhcd et Petrus Stevene faciont 
dofaltam. Preceptum est quod attachientur etc. 

Prcsentatum est quod Willelmus Forestarius levant 
hutesium super Adam de Bameseye et juste, ideo Adam 
vad' misericordiam. 

Item presentatum est quod Walterus Salvage, Johannes 
Blakemere, Willelmus de Campo, Willelmus Marleward, 
Johannes ate Uatche, Robertus Wrenche, Ricardus ate 
Forde, Amicia de Pinnorc, Juliana ate Hulle, Ricardos 
Shorewind, Ricardus Rotarius, Willelmus Edelot, Ra<lulfo8 
de Fonte levaverunt hutesium super dominum et servicntes 
sues injuste et illud coram porta domini diu continuamnt 
et injuste. Ideo adjudicati sunt ad juisam ' et poeiti in 
c()mj>edibus etc. 

Item prcsentatum quod Galfridus de Reygate levavit 
hutesium super Johanncm Payn et juste. Ideo Johannes 
va<r misericordiam. 

Item prcsentatum quod Johannes Fige levavit bntesitun 
(ot juste) super quosdam homines noctanter et vi et armis 
cspervarios domini in parco suo asportanU'S de quibus nulla 
adhuc hahctur noticia. 

Johannes Robin optulit domino unam marcam argenti 
pro licencia recedendi de oHicio preiK)siti. Precoptum est 
quod levetur. 

Joliannofl Knvero levavit hutesium super dominum et 
FiTviontos Hu<»s injuste et ne^avit in plena curia se e«e 
nativuni domini undo terra sua capta fuit in manum domini. 

' As to the woiO jutM, hrro translAted pillory, nee GlctMrj. 
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Po8lca vonit et iii plena curia confitetur se nativom doinini 
et est roscisitus terra Bua et ponit omnino se in miaeri- 
cordiam domini etc. in respectu. 



Wodon'. Curia tenia die Sabbati proxima post festum 
S. Margaretc anno rogni Regis Edwardi Tioesimo 
quarto. 

• ••#••• 

Johannes Toncstal rcddit in inanum domini duas acras 
Icrrc quarum una jacct apud Ricolncswcc et alia jacet in 
Tincnicdc. Dc quibuH scisili sunt idem Johannes et Alicia 
uxor sua ita quod si deccdanl sine hercde do corjwre suo 
procrcato quod revcrtantur ad hcrcdcs prcdicti Johannis 
Kocundum consuotudineni mancrii et dant domino dc 

iiigrcssu et pro hujusmodi revcrsionc inrotulanda v. s. 

• « # # • • • • 

AVillcInius Cade dat domino ij.s. proauxilio bal>endo ad 
rceupcrandiim debitum sibi rccognitum per Petrum Letard. 

Wilklnuis Wilol noluil liberare namium suum messori, 
ideo in nuKericordia vj. d. Johannes Brochole fecit rescus- 
sum ronnnuni mossori, ideo in niiscricordia iv. d. 

AValterus Mile qucritur de Johanne Brochole ct dicit 
quod idem Johannes injusie levavit quoddam murum ct 
(luandam hayam inter tenemenia ipsorum ad dampnum 
Kiunn etc et petit quod inquiratur. Kt Johannes bene 
e(>n(-e<1it quod inquiratur. Inquinieio dicit quod murum 
non est iniuste levatum set htxyix est injuste Icvnta ct ad 
dampnum dicti AValtcri. Idro consideratum est quod 
Johannes sit in misericordia pro liaya sic injuste levata ct 
quod fiat emenda et quod Walterus sit in misericordia pro 
falso elamore etc. viij. d. 

Walterus Mile petit versus Johannem Person' xxxv.s, 
xj. d. in quibus sibi tenetur ut dieit pro rebus sibi promissis 
et d<bitis de maritagio fdie ejusdem Johannis etc. £t 
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(laughter etc. And John says that in no respect is he 
bound to [Walter] as regards the said marriage portion, 
save as to a mantle, price 6 s. ; and this he offers to verify 
by his law; and he at once waged and made his law. 
Therefore be Walter in mercy (fine, 4 d.) and John also is 

m 

in mercy for the wrongful detainer of the mantle etc. 
(fine, 4 d.). 



Ogbourne [Wiltshire]. Court holden on the Saturday 
next after the feast of S. James in the said year.' 

• •#««•* 

William Bigge and William Druladon are convicted by 
inquest of the court of wrongfully having millstones in 
their houses and taking toll and multure to the great 
damage of the lord as regards the suit to his mill. There- 
fore be they in mercy and it is commanded that the said 
millstones be seized into the lord's hand. 

' S. James is 25 July. 
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II. THE COURT OF THE ABBOT OF RAMSEY 

AT BROUGHTON. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

The matter that follows is supplied by two documents in the 
Record Oflice. One of these (Augmentation Office Court Rolls, 
Portf. 5, No. 41), a strip of three membranes, gives ibe proceed- 
ings of courts holden during a part of tlie year 1268. The whole 
of this documrnt is here printed, except the few first entries, 
which are a continuation of what was written on a part of the 
roll which has perished. After a lapse of more than thirty 
years another glimpse of the same tribunal is afforded us by a 
roll of six rotulets (Portf. 5, No. 29), which shows the business 
done in the years P293-5. The more important entries on this 
documont^aro hero printed. 

There is hardly any group of manors concerning the state of 
which in the thirteenth century we have so much information 
ready to hand as we have about the estates of the Abl>oy of 
liamsoy. Published in the Rolls Series we have the Clironiclo 
of the Abbey and two volumes of the Cartulary of the Abbey — 
a third volume is to follow — and as regards the lands in the 
shires of Huntingdon and Cambridge the minute details that are 
given us by the manorial * e!(tents ' can be supplemented by tlie 
results of the royal inquest contained in the Hundre<l Rolls. 
This is one reason why the court rolls of this Abbey should be 
of no conunon value ; but there is another reason, in order to 
state which a little must be said about tlie possessions of the 
Abbey. 

On the eve of the Conquest Ramsey 8too<l in tlie front rank 
of the Knglish religious houses. In Domesday Book it ap|>car8 
as holding lands in seven shires. ^lany of these lands were 
claimed by it in later days under a charter of Edgar,' others 

' Cnit. Kams. ii. 51 ; Cod. Dip. A.S. vol. iii. p. 101, marked by Kcmblc 
fu> spurious. 
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under a charter of the Confessor,' and whatever we may think 
of the ' books ' that it produced, there can be no doubt that 
even in 1086 its title was already regarded as ancient: — 'hoc 
manerium jacet et jacuit semper in dominio ecclesiae S. Bene- 
dicti * ; such was the opinion of the Cambridgeshire jurors when 
the Conqueror's survey was in the making. And S. Benedict 
did not grow poorer ; if he lost in some directions, he gained in 
others. His estates consisted in the first place of a solid block 
of manors lying in Huntingdonshire a little to the south of his 
Abbey — Sawtrey, Stukeley, Ripton, Upwood, Wistow, Warboys, 
Houghton, Wyton, Hemingford, Broughton, and yet more. 
Broughton, of which we take special notice, lay near the centre 
of this ' home estate,' some six miles from the Abbey. A little 
more distant but in the same shire lay Gidduig, Weston, Bring- 
ton, Bytliorn and Ellington, from which we must distinguish 
another manor of Elton. Then in Cambridgeshire were 
Graveley, Elsworth, Enapwell, Over, Girton and Burwell ; in 
Bedfordshire Cranfield, Barton, Shitlingdon, Pegsdon, Holy- 
well ; in Northamptonshire Hemington, Luddington, Barnwell, 
Duddington ; there were manors at Therfield in Hertfordshire, 
at Lawshall in Suffolk, at Brancaster in Norfolk, at Cranwell in 
Lincolnshire. Now the Abbot seems to have kept a separate 
court for each of these manors ; some selections from the rolls 
of these manorial courts will be given hereafter. But over and 
above these manorial courts he held a court at Broughton which 
we cannot call manorial. To this court all his freehold tenants 
were bound to come, or all of them who had tenements of any 
considerable size ; some were bound to come to every session, 
and the court was usually adjourned from three weeks to three 
weeks ; others came only to the two plenary sessions, the 
magnae curiae, held the one in the spring and the other in the 
autumn. The Cartulary (i. 41) contains a list of the suitors ; 
this is not dated, but it belongs to the same age as the later of 
our two court rolls, as is proved by the occurrence of very many 
of the same names in both. It contains 114 names. Some of 
the suitors had to come long distances : for example, seven had 
to come from Lawshall, which hes in Suffolk a little south of 
Bury S. Edmmids, and nine had to come from Shithugdon in 
Bedfordshire. 

The reader perhaps will feel some disappointment after look* 

' Cart. Rams. ii. 70 ; Cod. Dip. Earle, Land Charters, p. 343 ; Cod. 

A.-S. vol iv. p. 143, marked by Dip. A.-S. vol. iv. p. 208 : passed by 

Kcmblc as spurious. Sec also writ Kemble as genuine, 
of the Confessor, Cart. Hams. 11. 80 ; 
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ing at the extracts here made from the rolls of tliis fp-cat court. 
The Abbot seems to have been at great and often fruitless pains 
to get suitors to attend, but when the court met it had next to 
no business to do. Electing after meeting takes place at which 
nothing is done beyond receiving the excuses of those who do 
not attend, and issuing process against those who do not even 
take the trouble to make excuse. A few personal actions are 
licard, the homage and fealty of new tenants are received, some 
orders are issued as to feudal dues, reliefs and escheats, and the 
court sccnis to act as court for cases reserved in the manorial 
courts. Also, and this is a more important matter, provision 
has to be made for the military service that the King demands 
from time to time. The Abbot is bound to provide four knights, 
and (contrary to what is thought to have been the common 
practice) he has not split up his land into knights' fees so thai 
on every occasion the same four tenants shall go to tlie war ; no, 
he has many military tenants ; they elect the four who are to 
serve on the particular occasion (the election being made in the 
court by the community, the cofnviuna of the tenants), while 
those who stay behind have to contribute towanls the expenses 
of those who serve in person : the process by which the country 
was carved out into knights* fees seems in this case to have l>een 
arrested at an early stage.' To get the election made, to force 
the elect<Kl to serve and the electors to contribute, this was im- 
])ortant business ; but our excerpts will show that it was very 
diflicult business : — the tenants will not come to court, will not 
serve when elected, and in the end the Abbot has to hire knights 
and squires as best he may. Even in this purely feudal province 
wo SCO that the feudal court is a weak engine. What is an 
Abbot to do when among his tenants he has got so big a man as 
the Karl of Oxford ? To go on distraining him ? The distresses 
probably fall on the l^arl's villans and the Earl himself pays no 
hood. In the end, if luith parties be in earnest, the case must 
bo brought before the king's court ; but a feudal lord is really not 
very much of a lord if he must be constantly moving his ovrrloni 
to interfere between him and his tenants. 

It may desone notice that even where definite knights* fees 
hatl boon creatod, some scheme of election, rotation or drawing 
of lot-* must oftoii have boon nocos^ary t<i docide who nhould 
actually do the service ; and this because of the HulMhvision of 
the fee. TlniH on the S. Albans estat<\s, we find a curious 

' Chron. liAin. 212, .37»<. 37!l ; Libtr NiBcr, i. SfJ : Stiilibfi. Coni^i. Iliiil. 

i. 2r.2-:j. 
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pluase ill use. Each of the six knights' fees is split up among 
several tenants ; thus one is held by Richard Batchworth, the 
heirs of Brightwell, and Ralph of Mont Chensey ; for the war of 
1302 * corpus accidit super Bacheworthe,* the corporal service fell 
upon, fell to the lot of the tenement of Richard of Batchworth 
(Gesta Abbatum, ii. 45). We further discover that amongst these 
S. Alban's tenants the incidence of the * corpus ' was decided by 
election ; each * scutum * or knight's fee elected a representative, 
and the other military tenants contributed to his expenses at the 
rate of six marks per knight's fee (Mat. Par. Chron. Maj. 
vi. 438). 

A list of the Abbots of Ramsey taken from the Ramsey 
Chronicle may be of service to the reader : — 1231 Randolf prior 
of Ramsey, 1263 William of Ocholt, 1254 Hugh of Sulgrave, 
12G7 William of Godmanchester, 1285 John of Saw trey. It 
seems, however, that the abbatial years of Abbot John were 
reckoned from some day in the autuimi of 128G. The restitution 
of the temporalities seems to have taken place in July 128G 
(Rot. Pat. 14 Ed. I. m. 8. MS. Index), but John was still only 
Abbot elect. 
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[PLACITA IN CURIA ABBATIS BAMESIEN8IS APUI) 

BROUCTONAM.] 

* Curia do Broucton' die Martis proxima ante Purifica* 
tionom Beato Mario anno oodem. 

Petrus dc Ley ham {cssoniat so iij® do communi |)er 
Qalfridiim Bcncyt*}. 

Waltcriis do Gydd' attornatus Robcrti do Styuecl' j^ de 
eodoni per Tliomam filium Symonis. 

Thomas filiiis Yuonis de Hyrst j* de codcm per Willel- 
mum filium Ricardi. 

Beatrieia Gontil pro defalta distr' per unum equum et 
iinum bovem, ct per consideraeionem curio preceptum eat 
quod moHuB distringatur, iia sciHcet quod tola hida Tes, d 
difitringjitur. Et postca ponitur in reapectum ad pcti- 
cionem Johannis de Baruwc quousquc dominus B. Ic Moync 
cum domino Abbaio habuerit colloquium, et deliberata sunt 
averia interim. 

Johannes dc Olnoye et Philippus filius Militis dc Ripton' 
plegius ejus in misericordia ij. s. eo quo<i idem Johannes 
non venit ad legem recipiendam * de Richero de la Burne 
prius sibi iiivadiatam, et misericordia Ricardi le Ilaiiipier 
alii plegii ejus ponitur in resiwctum pro paui^rtatc. 

Pkobertus de Pareutin distringitur i>er unum equum pro 
defalta, et non venit. Ideo per consideracionem curie pre- 
ceptum CHt (juod melius distringutur. 

Magister Stephanus de lloleweir distringitur per unum 

• Pub. lU'c. Off. : — AiigmonUtion ftpp'*ar bolow. 

onico Court Uolls. i'. A, N. 41. Ono ' The rritrj is partial] j ntnick oat, 

Ftrip rif tln«<< innnbranrR with probably l>rcau8o ritor of brjhain 

writing <»n rmr si«lo only. Aft'T the comes aftrr all. 

f4*w concltiihii;^' nitrirH rolntin^ to * Tlio |)rrR<m a^^ainnt whom law 

finitir rmiit, t)i<* iliit'' of which in not has b<>rii \vafV'<l ou^ht to ap|irar to 

jjixMi, th«' rt'll 1m ^;ins an foll»)\\s, ami roorivc* llw t>;ith of the other fvirty 

all the otlici nitiitsaic hr ic piiiitcd. aii<l his coinpui gators. 
That the roll U.'lunGS to l'jr>8 will 
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by cue horse and does not come. Therefore by judgment 
as aforesaid let him be distrained by a better pledge. 

At the foregoing court order was given to distrain 
Robert of Houghton for his default and nothing was found 
whereby he might be distrained. Therefore it is [again] 
ordered that the said Robert be distrained for the same. 

Court of Broughton on the Tuesday next before St. 
Peter's Chair • in the fourth year of Abbot H[ugh]. 

Walter of Gidding attorney of Robert of Stukeley essoins 
himself a second time of the common suit by John John's 
son. 

Robert of Parentin comes and makes fine with 12 d, for 
his default. 

Robert of Houghton distrained for his default by seven 
sheep does not come. Therefore by judgment of the court 
let him be better distrained to answer for his default. 

Roger Eyre of Cranfield complains of Agnes of Strat- 
ford and Elias her son touching 4 s. 8 d. arrears of rent and 
hidage detained for four years, and Roger has pledged 
faith that he will find pledges [for prosecution] before the 
rideman when he shall come to Cranfield, and order is 
given to attach Agnes and her son Elias. Pledge to pro- 
secute, Wilham Robert's son. Pledges to prosecute, Geoffrey 
Rodland and Richer of the Burn. 

Sewal of Haninglield has not permitted his men and 
his brewsters to come to the view of frank-pledge in the 
court of the Chamberlain [of the Abbey] at Lawshall as 
they ought and used to come. Ordered therefore that they 
be distrained to come to the next court to hear their judg- 
ment touching the default, provided that they were sum- 
moned, and that the summons be duly proved. 

John of Elton has not yet paid the hidage in full and 
has been distrained by two horses. Ordered that he be 

' This feast is 22 Feb. 
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distringatur et eciam distringatur pro transgressione facta 
hominibus Abbatis r' de transgressione. 
Datus est dies curie in tres septimanas. 

Curia de Broucton' die Martis in festo S. Gregorii anno 
eodem.* 

Johannes de Aylinton' esson' ee j^de placito tranRgroBsionis 
versus ball' domini Abbatis per Matheum filiiim Ungonis. 

Rogerns Ilcrcs j** de placito debiti versus Agnetem de 
Stratford' et Elyam iilium ejus per Symonem filiura Lecie. 
Et Agnes summonita non venit. Ideo preceptum est 
attach' dictam Agnetem et Elyam. 

Sewal' de Ilcningf * j*» de placito transgressionis versus 
ballivum Camcrarii per Badulfum filium Henrici. 

Johannes de Baruwe attornatus domini B. le Moyne j* 
de communi per Galfridum filium Honrici. 

Robertus de Iloucton' distr' pro defalta non venit. 
Ideo per consideracionem curie melius distringatur r* de 
defalta. 

Datus est dies curie magne in tres septimanas videlicet 
ad magnani curiam post Pascha. 



Curia de Brouton' die Martis proxima post clausum Pasohe 
anno eodom.' 

Simon de Lauheshull essoniat se per Bobertum filium 
ejus j" do communi. 

Willolmus fiiius Boberti de eodem per Benedictum 
Garden' j**, war'. 

BiululfuB le Mareschal de eodem per Ilenricum filium 
Thome j". 

Hugo de Mulesho de eodem per Bobertum Cissorem j*. 

Bicardus de la Bere de eodem per Ilenricum filium 
Itogeri j**. 

Badulfus de Tyvile de eodem per Willelmum filium 
Boberti j". 

• Thi« fra«;t, th*» 12th of March, March, bo this court wm h«ld on 
wA^ a Tiir!i«iaT in I2fif<. 2nd A|>ril, iUrtt weeka afler the 

- In lifiH Ka<:tcr fell on 2Uh la^it. 
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Sir Robert of Comton of the same by Henry Ralph's 
son ; first time. 

Robert of Fougeres of the same by William of Fougeres ; 
first time. 

John attorney of Henry of Engaine by Simon son of 
William ; first time ; warranted. 

Ralph of Winton of the same by Thomas William's 
son ; first time ; warranted. 

Thomas Freeman of the same by Robert Hugh's son ; 
first time. 

Walter of Graveley of the same by Robert his son. 

Robert of Graveley of the sfcime by Ralph Henry's son. 

Robert of Parentin of the same by Robert son of Regi- 
nald ; first time ; warranted. 

William attorney of Robert of Stukeley of the same by 
John Walter's son ; first time ; warranted. 

John of Harpsfield of the same by Robert son of Regi- 
nald ; first time. 

Michael of Brancaster of the same by Alan Hawise's 
son ; first time. 

William Grove of the same by Ralph Whiteside; first 
time ; warranted. 

Alice of Elsworth of the same by William Everard's son. 
But afterwards she came. 

Godwin Bere of the same by William Robert's son ; first 
time. 

Richard Porter of the same by John William's son ; first 
time; warranted. 

Geoffrey Rodland of the same by John of Raveley ; first 
time. 

Agnes of Stratford against Roger of Dilwick in a plea 
of trespass by Geoffrey Mile's son : first time. 

Master Stephen of Holywell of the common suit by 
Ralph Andrew's son ; first time. 

John of Barow attorney of Sir Berengar [le Moyne] of 
he common suit by Nicholas Robert's son ; first time. 

Be it remembered that Sewal of Haningfield comes and 
promises that at the will and summons of the Abbot he 
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dominus Abbas voluerit ad satisfaciendum sibi et Camerario 
Karnes* super detencione hidagii videlicet quod non respondet 
plcne de hidagio duarum hidarum quas tenet de domino 
Abbate in Laushill*. Et memorandum quod hida ibi non 
continet nisi solummodo duas virgatas et unum quarterium 
tcrrc. Promittit eciam dictus Sewal' ad Batisfaciendam 
dicto Camerario super hoc quod non {)ermi8it braciatrices 
suas venire cum galon' suis ad visum franci plegii dicti 
Canierarii. 

Rogerus le Eyr conqueritur de Elya de Stratford eo 
quod in pace domini Abbatis cepit et fugavit quatuor boves 
suos injuste et detinuit die Mercurii proxima ante festum 
S. Michaelis, unde nollet sustinuisse dampnum et dedeciis 
pro dimidia marca, et producit sectam. Et Elyas dcfendit 
vim ct injuriam etc. et dicit quod non tenetur ei respondere 
eo quod in narracione dicti Rog' non certiiicat de dicto die 
Mercurii, quo anno, nee de bobus, de quo precio, nee ubi 
niM ipsos fugavit. Et quia dictus Kogcrus insuificienter accul- 

pavit dictum Elyam ideo per consideracionem curie Elyas 
sine die rccedit ct Kogcrus in miscricordia. Kicberus de la 
Burnc plegius, ct alios inveniet plegios apud Crantfeud. 

Item Elyas dc Stratford conqueritur de Kogero le Eyr 
do Crancfcud 8ui>cr transgressionibus matri sue et sibi 
factis. Et Kogerus defondit pudorc7/i ot dampnum domini 
Abbatis et petit liboras summoniciones suas, que ei eonce- 
dunlur.* Kadulfus Wyking ct Willelmus filius ejus plegii 
do proBcquondo. Et dictus Kogcrus inveniat plegios apud 
Crancfcud ct ad hoc faciendum invadiavit tenementum 
Buum ct quod non vcxabit tenentes domini Abbatis in curia 
Comitis Glovchno decctero. 

Wariiius de Tcrofeud attornatus domini Abbatis 
conqueritur do Johanne de Aylinton' co quod contra 
honiagium quod domino Abbati feccrat et contra fideli- 
tiiteni eidem factam tenuit qucndam Johannem • ad 
norcndum sibi ct hominibus suis in villa de Aylinton' 

' Ho^er has cotno to the conri %n mtn\p to trAimlAtc the phrmM libef9$ 

one who ow(>s fiuit ; ho hnii not yet iuvnnontcwnfs. 

\trrn «:Mmmonr(1 to nnA\%rr tho plaint ' This word icems plain. 
o( Kliofl. Ad attcfopt haii been 
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and elsewhere, about whom a certain dispute having arisen, 
peace was made on the Wednesday next after the feast 
of the Assumption in the year last past, and the said 
John in respect of that agreement has taken [from the 
Abbot's men] 30 s., whereof 40 d. he took unjustly, since 
the agreement was that in consideration of 2G s. 8 d. John 
undertook to acquit the Abbot and his men and hold them 
harmless in the court of the Earl of Gloucester and else- 
where in the matter of the said dispute, and John has not 
fulfilled these terms or kept the said peace, and since it was 
made the Abbot's men have been many times distrained 
and unjustly vexed in the matter of the said dispute, to the 
damage and dishonour of the Abbot and his men 10 marks ; 
and of this [Warin] produces suit. And John defends tort 
and force etc. and says that it seems to him that he is not 
bound to answer Warin, for that Warin was never appointed 
[the Abbot's] attorney in the presence of the parties. And 
the court says that this plea is null for Warin is the 
Abbot's general attorney in the hundred and county courts 
and in all courts in the shires of Cambridge and Hunting- 
don, and therefore the court adjudges that John do answer. 
Afterwards he craves a day of grace between now and the 
next court to make satisfaction to the Abbot, this action to 
remain in its present state in case peace be not made in 
the interval. 

Defaults— the Earl of Oxford, Sir W[illiam] of Whiston, 
Sir W. Beauchamp. 

A day is given the court three weeks hence. 

Court of Broughton on Tuesday next before the feast of 
S. Mark ' in the same year [A.D. 1268]. 

Ralph Marshall essoins himself of the common suit by 
Robert William's son ; second time. 

Richard de la Bere of the same by Benet John's son ; 
second time. 

Eustace of Camville of the same by Henry Roger's son ; 
first time. 

■ This feast is 25 April, a Thursday in 125S. 



58 PLACITA IN GUIUI8 MAONATUM AKQUK 

Radulfos de Tyville de eodem per Johannein filitim 
Robert! ij^ 

Johannes de Bray de eodem per Uugonem filium 
Henrici j**. 

llobertua Pevercl de eodem per Ilobertum filium 
liicardi j". 

Sawale de Ilemigfeud* de eodem per Uadulfum filium 
llcnrici j®. 

Johannes llodlond de eodem per Simonem filium 
Walteri j^ 

Johannes filiiis Clerit* do eodem per Willelmum filium 
Ilugonis j". 

Johannes de Ayllenton' de eodem et versus ball* Abbatit 
per Matheum iUium Hugonis j^ 

Alyc* de EUsworih* de eodem per Willelmum filium 
Everardi j". 

Joiiannes de Gledeseye de eodem per Radulfum filium 
Radiiin j^ 

reiriis de Leyhani de eodem per Uugonem de Bayloyl j**. 

Godinus Bcre de eodem per Ilervicum filium Eustagii 
ij**, war'. 

RohertuK Pareniin de connnuni |>er Badulfum filium 
Stephani ij". 

Simon Payne de eodem per Wariniim fiHum Gileberti ij*. 

Ilichor (le la Burne de eodem per Johannem filium 
Iioginahli j^ 

llofroniR de ])ilc\vik versus AugneUm de StraUm ' per 
Johannoni lihuni Henrici j". 

IIu^o de Mulesho de coinnuini per Simonem filium 
llicardi ij**. 

Elyas de Straton' • vorsus Rogcrum de Dilewik per 
Willolnuim filium Kicardi j\ 

AuRneta dc Stratford versus Rogcrum de Dilewik per 
W illchnuui IHiuni Galfridi j\ 

RolK'rtus de Gravel de eodem per Thomam filium 
Warini ij". 

» Sic. « Sir. 
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Richaid of Gidding of the same by William Thomas's 
son ; first time. 

John of Harpsfield of the same by Andrew\ 

Chambers ; second time [ warranted. 

Michael of Brancaster of the same by 
Richard Brian's son ; second time 

Geoffrey Bodland of the same by William Hugh's son ; 
second time. 

Robert of Fougeres of the same by Roger Trille ; second 
time. 

William de la Carnayle came and offered himself to do 
homage to the Abbot for the tenement of Thomas Pyel, and 
the Abbot would not receive his homage because the heir of 
the said Thomas is within age and because it seems to him 
that the wardship of the said heir belongs to him [the 
Abbot] since the said Thomas Pyel held of him and by his 
[Thomas's] hand did to him [the Abbot] the service due 
from his tenement, and of this [service] he [the Abbot] is 
in seisin etc. A day is given the said William at the next 
court to produce his charters etc. 

(Henry by the grace of God King of England, Lord of 
Ireland, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine and Count of 
Anjou to his beloved in Christ the Abbot of Ramsey 
greeting: Whereas Llewelyn son of Griffin having hostilely 
attacked the lands of us and of Edward our son and of 
other our faithful people, has wickedly presumed to occupy 
aud devastate them contrary to the homage and fealty that 
he owes to us, and whereas when of late we made an expe- 
dition into the parts of Wales against the said Llewelyn and 
his accomplices our enemies, by the counsel of our magnates 
and faithful people who were there with us, it was provided, 
owing to the lateness of the season aud the approach of 
winter that in the next summer we should return thither to 
our expedition with our full power ; we command you by 
the faith in which you are bound to us firmly enjoining you 
that on Monday next before the feast of S. John Baptist 
namely a week before the said feast at latest you be with 
us at Chester with your service that is due to us prepared 
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exinde nobiscum proficissi in cxpcdicionem nostram contra 
prcdictum Lewelinum et prefatos complicea buos rebelles 
nostros, ct quia auxilio vestro specialiter in instanti neces- 
Biiaie indigcmus, vobis mandamus sub confidencia qnam de 
vesira dilcctioiie gerimus attente rogantes, quaiinus talitcr 
ct tarn decoiitcr ad nos vcniatis, ut dictorum rebellium noB- 
troruni versucia adeo potcntcr vestro et aliorum fidelium 
noRtrorum auxilio reprimi valeat quod tarn nobis quam 
vobis cedat ad honorem, et nos vobis exinde porpetuo 
tencamtir ad grates. Teste mcipso apud WeBtnionasierium 
xxviij. die Deccmbris anno regni nostri xlij^) 

Preccptum domini liegis vcnit ad istam curiam et quia 
curia tenuis erat datus est dies in tres septimanas ad per- 
ficiendum dictum preccptum domini Regis. 

Datus est dies curie in tres septimanas. 



Curia de Brouton' die Martis in septimana PenteoosteB 
eodem anno coram Domino Abbate, Mag^tro O. de 
Whepsted', S. de Hocton*, Q. Rodland, B. de Feugeres, 
Thoma de Beynvile, Sewal' de HenigP et aliis. 

Dominus Robertus de Comton* de communi per Wil- 
lelmum filium ejus j". 

Ricardus de la Bcre de eodem i>er Robertum filium 
Ilugonis iij®. 

Robertus Morel de eodem per Johannem filium Radulfi 

Mauricius de Weston* de eodem i>er Johannem filium 
Jocolini j**. 

Willolmus Vicariufl de S. Yvone de eodem per Willelmum 
Russel j^ 

Simon lleres de eodem per Ricardum filium Alani j*. 

Johannes Barue attornatus domini Berengeri le KFoyne 
de eodoni per Stophanum Burol j*. 
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FctriiB dc Leyham de eodcm per Galfriduin filiinn 
Bencdicti ij". 

EuRtochius de Camvill* de eodem per Bobertum filium 
Ilicardi ij®. 

Willelmus de Grava do eodem per Willelmum filium 
IIugoiiiH j^ 

liobertus de Hotion* de eodem per Uicardum de Pappc- 
wurth j^ 

liadulfus le Marcscal iij. de eodem per Simonem Strip* 
ling. 

{Thomas de Grancurt j** do eodem per Walterum filium 
Ricardi} quia venit. 

Rogorus de l^ilewyk ij® de placito versus Agnotem dc 
Strafford ot Elyam de Strafford' per Warinum filiuin 
Gileberti. 

Augiies de Strafford iij" versus Rogcrum de Dylowyk dc 
placito per Willelmum filium Jocelini. Et Elyas se opponit 
versus dictum Rogerum. 

Riclicrus dc la Burnc pouit loco suo Walterum filium ec 
liercdcm suum ad sectam pro co facicndam usque ad annum 
com plot um. 

Oniiios militos et libere tcnentcs dc curia do Broucton* 
elogorunt {dominum Bcrengerum le Moyne} (Sewale de 
Ileningofeud *) dominum J. do Cancia, Selvestrem Len- 
vcysc et Radulfuni de Tyvill* ad servicium iiij. militum ad 
prcRons faciendum domino Regi pro domino Abbate Ramcs* 
et comniuna curie versus Walliam. Et Radulfus do Tyvill* 
presens fuit et dedicit qucxl ad prcsens non debet serricium 
et tota curia dicit quod id dedicere non potest, co quod 
doniinus Abbas est in saysina dicti servicii. Idoo i^er con- 
sideracioneni curie distr* veniond' in xv. dies ad proximam 
curiam proniptus et paratus ad predictum servicium facien- 
dum. Doniinus Brrongerus le Moyne, dominus J. de Cancia 
ct Solvester Lenvcyse non venerunt. Ideo per considcra- 
cioncm curio distringantur vcniend* in xv. dies tid proxi- 
nuiin curiam pronipti ct parati ad predictum servicium 

' Til is name lins Worn Kuhstituto<1 (or that of Rcrcngiir le Mojne. 
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faciendum. Et tota curia dicit quod quilibet dictornm 
quatuor militum posiquam positus fucrit in constabulariam 
debet capere quolibet die quadraginta dierum ad presens iiij. 
sol. propter caritudinem temporis dum slant in serTicio 
domini Regis per dictos xl. dies. Et assidet tota curia ad 
pre8C]i8 ad oxponsas dictorum iiij. militum electornm ad 
quamlibet hydam ij. sol. ita quod medietas ad presens per- 
solvatur apud Broucton' in xv. dies ad proximam curiam.' 

Willelmus de la Kernayll* venit et* plen' cnr* et fecit 
homngium et feod' domino Abbaii pro terra scil. j. hyda ct 
dim. quam Thomas de Lindeseya et antecessores soi quon- 
dam tenucrunt in Ysham de Abbacia de Rames' per senri- 
cium unius equi de precio z. sol. selle sumer' unius sacci et 
kyniir ' in excrciium cum dominus Rex iter suum arripuerii 
et totum prcdictum servicium dictus Willelmus in plena 
curia concessit proter hoc qtiod (non) tenetur dare bida- 
gium pro dicto tenemento, quod erit inquisitum per totam 
curiam. 

* Johannes de Aylinton* comparuit et petiit diem amoris 
ad satisfaciciulum domino Abbati infra proximam coriaro 
sequentem ita quod dicta loquela remaneat in eodem statu 
quo prius, nisi pax fucrit interim reformata, ita quod non 
intret i)hu1um domini Abbatis nee hominum suornm cum 
tauro suo nee cum vcrro nee cum aliis averiis suis ad 
pascendum. 

DeF Comes Oxonio dominus W. de Bello Campo, domi* 
nus W. de Wychenton', et per consideracionem curie isti 
distringantur vcnicndi ad proximam curiam. 

Robortus do Fongcres ponit loco suo Robertum de Over' 
ad Roctam pro eo facicndam usque ad antmm completuni. 

Datus est dies curie hi xv. dies. 



* In tbo lUmRAj Cartulary, ii. Par. Cliron. Maj. v. 677; th«ctf riliNib 

295, IB a writ of 1208, in which the UmporiA is attest^, ibid. €7S ; it 

King arkiiowlrdgos thnt thn Abbot wax Uttlo ahort of famine, 

ban di«scharKr'l hix Rorvico of provid- ' Corr. in. 

ing four knightn for foi tj dajs. For * An to this word. Me Olotaarj. 

the call lo arms in 1258, which * Bc^ above, p. 5C. 
cau*:('(l ninnv inuririuiing<t, sec Nfat. 



63 PLACITA IN CURIIS MAONATUM ANOUR. 

Curia de Broucton' die Martis proxima post featiun 8. 
Augustini anno predioto mense Mayi ooram 8. de 
Houoton'. 

Henricus de Styucel' esson' se j* de communi per 
Johanncm filium Gocelini. 

Thomas dc Hyrst j® versus Rogerura filium Alani de 
placito terre per Robertum filium Radulfi. 

Ely as de Stratford' j** versus Rogerura de Dylewyk de 
placito terre per Thomam filium Nicholai. 

Agnes de Stratford* iiij® de servicio domini Regis versus 
eundem Rogeriim per Radulfum filium Roberti. 

Rogerus de Dylewyk iiij"* versus Agnetem de Stratford* 
et Elyam filium suum de placito terre per Tliomam filinm 
Willelmi. 

Johannes de Aylinton' versus Warinum attomatam 
domini Abbatis de placito terre (ler Matheum filium Hugoois. 
Et Warinus se optulit versus dictum Johannem et calumpniat 
esson' desicut ad proximam curiam precc<Ientem idem 
Johannes manucepit veniend* ad istam curiam sine esson' 
vel pacem interim reformare cum dicto domino Abbate. 

Gilebertus FraJier j" de communi per Vincencium filium 
Bartholomci. 

Magister Stephanus do IloloweU' j* de communi per 
Waltorum dc Ilolcweir. 

Petrus de Ley {ham iij" de} eodom per Alanum filium 
Mayn. Yen it. 

Willelmus de la Kernayll' venit in plenam curiam et 
optulit scrvicium suum versus Walliam videlicet unnra 
equuin d(; procio x. sol. scllam Bumcri et saccum cum kyirfll* ' 
ad homos* milit' ounclum versus Walliam ix>rtand' pro 
terra sua quam tenet de Abbate de Rames* in Isham vide- 
licet j. hyda et dimidia. 

liartholomeus filius Michaelis de Wardeb* ponit loco sue 

' For ibis word, tee (ilostJirj. 



GG PLACITA IN CURIIS MAOKATUM AKOLIR 

c. fk>l. Et Ilogeruii defendit vim ei injuriaiu et dixit quod 
iH^liiit rcHixmdere d^irut 8. do Hourton* * cid«»ni d<Nlit dii^m 
A(l pm^ein roformandam qiiando i%'it vrrBUii Oxoniani. Ri 
8ii|M'r Iuk; dictiiA Klyaii peciit jutliciuin vi iclem lU>^rua 
Huhtiaxit H<! <*t ill deH|K*ctu curie al>iit. hU*n |¥*r conniderm- 
rioncm curie tliHtriii<;ntur veiiienfl' ad proxiniaiii curiam ad 
audiiMidutn judicium suuni et Hiniiliter ple^ii nut distrin- 
^aniur quia nori habuerunt quern ph>giaverunt, Hcil. Galfri- 
du8 lUMlland' et Uicherus de la Hurn*. 
I>atuH dicH curie in tres gepiiumiiafl. 

Curia apud Brouoton' die Martia prozima ante factum 
8. Benodioti anno eodem in preaenoia 8. da Hone* 
ton'. 

Kl}'a8 de Stratford* j** verHUH Itogeruui de I)ylewjk d« 
placito terrc |K'r Thomain filium iVillelnii. 

Ho^eruB de l>ylewyk j* verfius Klyam de Stratford' el 
alioft de e<xleni |>er Willelmum filium Joliaiiuift. 

\Valt<'ru8 de (fiddiii)4* attornatus It. dc Styecl' j* de 
comnuini int Johaiuiem filium Walteri. 

JohainuH de Ayliiiton' iij* versus Wivriuum attortia- 
tuin d(unini Abbatis de placit^) terre |ht Uicardum filium 
JohaiuuK. 

ThomaH filius Yvonis j* do communi |»er Willelmum 
filium Gilel>erti. 

WalteruH de Upwcxl* j** vermui lUiluIfum de Wynton* d« 
Han^uine e(Tu»o |K»r Klyaiu de Tlieref . 

lUululfuA do Wynton* venit infra aulaui in qua curia 
tcMielmtur et |»o«tea se Hubtraxit et pro rc niisit efwoniatorem 
et ballivus enH')!!* calumpniavit dicens quod difkin' nulb 
fuit (X) [qu(Hl '] viiiUH fuit infra dictain aulam. Ideo per 
condideracionem curio dictus lU^lulfua distringatur quia 
non venit quando vocatus fuit a^i audiendum judicium 
huum. 

ApHalon de Hroucti>n* falso preaentavit cf^ion* pro Ita* 
dulfo de Wynton* et eciam fecit ilium subtrahere qiuuMlo 

* A ppirr nil J th« AUbol't ttcwaiU mho «rat nboul iht coooifj hoMiwf 
eourtt in the %Anmtt manors. 
' ^MtW IS not on Iht roll. 
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Curia apud Brouoton' die Martis proxima ante festum 
S. Johannis Baptiste anno eodem. 

Henricus de Styuecr esson* se ij* de communi per 
Thomam filium Willelmi. 

Radiilfus de Wynton' CBson' se j* versus Waltcrum 
filium Galien' de Upwod' de bateria per Johonncm filiuin 
Apsalonifl. 

JohannoB de Aylinton' esson' se ij** versus Warinuiu 
atiornatum domini Abbatis de placiio transgressionis per 
Robertuni filium Henrici. 

Elyas de Stratford queritur de Rogero de Dylewyk eo 
quod ad Gulam Augusti proximo preteritam vendere debu- 
isset subboBcum Agnetis matris sue qui ei contingit nomine 
dotis sue, quod dictus Rogerus dc Dilewyk ei non permisit 
immo ei deforciavit omnino et cepit et capere fecit per pre* 
positum domini Abbatis Rames* unum equum suum in 
dampnum ejusdem Agnetis matris sue xx. sol. [et '] dictum 
equum in curia Abbatis detinuit et detinere fecit a die 
Martis proxima post. Gulam Augiisti usque ad diem Lune 
proximo sequentem de quibus xx sol. satisfecit idem Elyas 
matri sue. Insuper idem Elyas queritur de eodem Rogero 
eo quod se querei)atur de eodem Elya in curia Comitis Glo- 
vernie et fecit Hugonem de Cliewal ballivum dicti Comitis 
ot Robcrtum hominem suum intrare feoclum domini Abbatis 
et ij. cquos et ij. boves ejusdem Elye de precio xl. s. dc 
quibus Batisfecit matri sue quos habuit in custodia dematre 
sua Agnete predicta capere et fugare in alium comitatum a 
feodo domini Abbatis usque ad feoiUim domini Comitis 
Gloveriiie in comitatu de Ihikingham ad domum Willelmi 
dc Radeweir in CrawoP ' et ibidem detinere contra vaclium 
et ple<^ium a die Martis proxima ante l^ischa us(]ue ad diem 
Lune proximo sequentem ita quod dictos equos et boves 
habere non i)f)tuit quousque invenit pi' ad resjwndendum 
in curia dicti Comitis ad dampnum et dedrcus dicti Elye 

' This woul IB n(»t on thf» roll. in Redfonlshin*, which lie* cloM to 

* The RC«'Hf'of iho (listrnint Br»rm« Crawley in Buckinghainfthirc. 
to \te tho Ab(>ot's manor of Cranfirld 
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c. 8ol. Et Rogerus defendit vim et injuriam et dixit quod 
noluit respondere desicut 8. de Iloucton' * eidcm dedit diem 
ad pacem rcformandam qnando ivit versus Oxoniam. Et 
Biiper hoc dictiis Elyos peciit judicium et idem Rogerus 
Bubtraxit se et in dcfipectu curie abiit. Ideo \yeT considera- 
cioncni curie distringatur veuiend' ad proximam curiam ad 
audicndum judicium suum et similiter plegii sui distrin* 
gantur quia non habuerunt quem phegiaverunt, soil. Galfri* 
dus Rodland* et Richerus de la Burn'. 
DatuH dies curie in tres septimanas. 

Curia apud Broueton' die Martis proxima ante fettum 
8. Benedicti anno eodem in presencia 8. de Houo« 
ton*. 

Euon* Ely as de Stratford* j** versus Roger um de Dylewyk de 

placito terre per Tliomam filium vVillelmi. 

Rogerus de Dylewyk j** versus Elyam de Stratford' et 
alios de eodem per Willelmum filium Johanuis. 

Walter us de Gidding* attornatus R. de Styecl* j** dc 
communi per Johannem filium Walteri. 

Jolianncs de Aylinton' iij® versus Wariuum attoma* 
turn doinini Abbatis de placito terre per Ricardum filium 
Jolmnnis. 

Thomas filius Yvonis j"" do communi i>er Willelmum 
filium Oilebcrti. 

Walterus de Upwod* j" versus Ra<lulfum de Wynton* de 
Banguine elTuso per Elyam de Tlicref. 

Radulfus de Wynton' venit infra aulam in qua curia 
tenebatur et postea se subtraxit et pro se misit essouiatorem 
et ballivus esson* calumpniavit dicens quod esson* nulla 
fuit CO [(juod ^J visus fuit infra dictam aulam. Ideo per 
consideracionem curie dictus Radulfus distringatur quia 
non venit quando vocatus fuit ad audiendum judicium 
Buuni. 

Apsalon de Broueton' falso presentavit eBSon' pro Iia» 
dulfo de Wynton' et eciam fecit ilium subtrahcre qiuuido 

* Apparnillj the Alihot's Ktcwaid who went nbout the counirj hoMinf 
cotirtH in thr various manoni. 
- tjuixi is not on the roll. 
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bi'm (lebuit apparere. Ideo idem Ap^alon iu misericordia. Pie- 

gius Goceliiius de Broucton*. 

DeP Nicholaus Gernup, terra Apsalonis de Haliwell, 
Willehnus Heres, IlobertuB de Houcton. Et |)er considera- 
cionem curie distringantur. 

IMtus est dies curie in ires eeptimanas. 

Curia apud Brouoton' die Martis proxima ante Oulam 
Augusti anno eodem. 

Nicholaus Gernun esson' se j* de defalta per Willelmum 
do Aula. 

Bercngerus le Moyne j" de communi per Bartholomeum 
Carcctarium. 

llogorus de Dylewyk ij" versus Elyam do Stratford* de 
placito terro per Johannem filium Ilugonis. 

Elias de Stratford' ij** versus Rogerum do Dylewik de 
codein per plegium Willelmum filium Ilugonis. Warentizavit. 

Gocolinus de Broucton' queritur de Willclmo filio Ileu- 
rici prepoR* de Broucton' ct Radulfo fratre buo de batcria. 
Plegius do prosequondo, Elyas Ilundredar*. Et preccptum 
est attathiarc dictos Willehnum et Uadulfum veniend' ad 
l)roximam curiam inde r*. 

lladulfuH de Wynton' optulit se ad war' esson' suam et 
rrsponsum fuit ei per ballivum quod esson' sua non fuit 
allocata * ad proximam curiam prccedentcm eo quod visus 
fuit infra aulam curie. Et Radulfus dixit quod esson' ei 
de jure allocari debuit, desicut non fuit infra iiij. parictes 
aule. Et super hoc ballivus et Radulfus se i>onunt in verc- 
diciani rurie, ct pro tcnuitate curie jwnitur in re8|>ectum 
usque ad proximam curiam. 

Item idem Rtadulfus optulit se versus' Waltorum de 
nfi Vpwod'. ct Waltorus non vonit, ideo per considcrac^ioneui 

curit; idem Waltorus et plcgii sui in misericordia, ct Radul- 
fus reccssit quietus et distringatur veniend' ad proximam 
curiam ad finem faciendum de misericordia. 

(JoiM'linus de Broucton' queritur de Johanne Randulph* 

' The m:ril>e \i%r% rssonut as a nominAtive singulAr. 
- t€rsuSt repeAtc<]. 
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de terra, et de licencia ballivi concordat! sunt ita quod 
xij.d. dictus Johannes se ponit in misericordiam xy. d. plegius 

Elyas. 

Ilobertus Morel tenens terram quondam Apsalonis de 
Haliweir fecit defaltam ad protimam curiam precedeniem. 
Ideo se ponit in misericordiam vj. d. et Willelmus Heres 
zij.fl. pro terra sua pro eodem in misericordiam vj. d. Plegius 
alter alterius, et ponitur in respectum usque ad proximam 
curiam. 

Ricardus Ulf distr' pro defalta ad proximam curiam 
precedentem venit et posuit se in veredictum tocius curie et 
villate do Hirst tam villan* ' quam liber' quod nullam sectam 
ad curiam de Broucton' debet nisi bis per annum et ad 
afforciamentum curie. 

Bobertus de Houcton* fecit defaltam. Ideo preceptum 
est distringere ilium veniend' inde r*. 

Bicardus Benethetun de Parva Stiuecl' juravit tactis 
sacrosanctis in plena curia quod in tempore domini Ran- 
nulphi Abbatis xx. s. solvit fratri W. de Acholt' in gersum* 
pro XXX. acris terre de feodo Lenveyse et xx. s. apud Bames* 
pro eodem ' in presencia Henrici de Styuecl* et Vincencii 
Marcscalli de Glatton', qui idem in plena curia tactis sacro- 
Sanctis juraverunt. 

Def Comes Oxonie, Willelmus de Bello Campo. 

Datus est dies curie in unum mensem.' 



n' 



* Curia de Brooton' die Martis proxima ante festum 8. 

Trinitatis anno regni Regis Edwardi xxi* et J. 
Abbatis vii\» 

Alexander de Bypton' de communi per Bobertum de 
Stiukcle ij". 

* This doon not iinplj that the Office Court Rolls, P. 5. N. 39; a roU 
vilUns of IIurHt were suitors to the of 6 rotulets, which upparentlj 
court of Uroughton. should be rend in the foUowinf 

* Sir. order, viz. 1, 3, 6, 4, 8, 6 ; this 

* }li>r(> pw\n the roll that we have ord(»r we follow. 

been ufting. Manj T<>arfl elapse be- * All the proceedings of this coort 

fore we get anothi»r rccortl. are here printed. 

* Pub. Krc. Off.- Augmentation 
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Thomas the Bailiflf attorney of Margery of Swinford of 
the same by Thomas the Beadle ; warranted. 

William Brekespere of the same by Alan Hugh's son ; 
second time. 

Simon of Gledsey defendant in a plea of trespass 
against Warin of Bradenach by Thomas Roger's son ; first 
time. 

William MoriCe of the common suit by William William's 
son ; third time. 

Kichard of Hotot of the same by Roger William's son ; 
third time ; warranted. 

Richard of Baliol of the same by Ralph Richard's son. 

William of Broughton of the same by Thomas Richard's 
son ; second time. 

William of Holywell came and gaged an amercement for 
a single default that he had_ made ; pledges, William of 
Barton and W. Rideman (12 d.). 

Ivo of Hurst came and gaged an amercement for a 
single default that he had made ; pledge, the bailiff (12 d.) 

John of Gidding came and gaged an amercement for a 
single default that he had made; pledge, W. Rideman (6 d.) 

John King of Broughton does not come; let him be 
distrained. 

Master Stephen Prodome and Henry of Cheney do not 
come ; let them be distrained. 

Hugh le Berth' of Lawshall who holds part of the land 
of the fee of Moneywood was distrained and has a respite 
to Michaelmas. 

John del Brevis and Bernard Fowler hold of the said 
tenement ; therefore be they distrained for suit and other 
dues. 

Henry Miller of Elton and John le Loverd of the same 
place do not come and have made several defaults ; there- 
fore be they distrained. 



VOL. II. 
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Curia de Brocton' die Martis proxima ante festum 8. 
Barnabe Apostoli anno supradicto. 

1 • « • • • • • 

rrec( ptiim fuit ballivo ad distringcndum Alexandrum 
Tartarin ad solvcndum Is* de Hunt* iiij. b. ct vj.d. prout 
recupcravit in plena curia et dampna que taxantur ad v. 8. 
£t districtus fuit per unam vaccam et replegiata fuit per 
Willelmum de Lond' de Wardeboys et liogcrum lo Carpenter 
do cadeni, itaquod dietus Alexander solveret dictum debitum 
dicte Ih* citra hunc diem, qui nicbil indo fecit. Idoo con- 
sideratuui est quod predict! plegii summoneantur quod sint 
etc. ad audiendum judicium suum etc., et nichilominus 
dietus Alexander ot plegius ejus videlicet Ricardus Catoun 
distringantur ad dictum debitum solvcndum. 



Curia de Brouton' die Martis in crastino Apostoloram 
Petri et Fauli anno supradioto. 

3* • • • • • • 

Quia testificatum est per ballivum quod Willelmus de 
Londres de Ward* et liogerus Carpenter do cadem plegii 
Alexandri Tartarin ad solvcndum Isolde do Hunt' iiij.s. et 
vj. d. debiti et v. s. pro dampnis district! sunt per j.oqunm 
etj. vaccam, ideo preceptum est quod retencantur et plus 
capiatur donee dictum debitum cum dampnis solvatur. 

3* • • • • • • 



' Magna Curia do Broeton' tenta die Martis in fosto 
Translacionis S. Hugonis Episcopi anno rogni Begifl 
Edwardi xxi et J. Abbatis octavo incipionto. 

'^Esson*. Radulfus de Giddinggc attornatus Johannis 
de Enj^ayn de Dilington' de communi i)or Ricardum Dallj. 
(Warentizavit.) 

• Ffjur of^soins arul n fow onirics arc omitted, 

in rfiintiKin foi in arc omitted. * m. 2. All thp procc^ingi of 

' Srvrn (SaoIds. thi8 the K^eat half yearlj court art 

' 'l'iif> pi(K*<< (Jin^R of thrco courtfl here printed, 

held in Julv, August and September * Tbcte eMoina are braekotod and 
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Ilobcrtus do la Bourne do Graonfead' de eodem per 
Willelmum filium Willelmi. 

Nicholas Saunchevcrcl de EUisworth' de eodem per 
Thomas Unwync. 

Willclmus de la Grave de eadem et de eodem per 
Ilenricura Broun. 

Badulfus Ic Marcschal de Graunfeud* de eodem per 
Rogcrum filium Willelmi. 

Bicardus filius Glcrici de Lauyshull* de eodem per 
Johanncm filium Ilenrici. (Warentizavit.) 

Willclmus do Bray dc Barton* de eodem per Jobannem 
filium Galfridi. 

Badulfus lo Norreys de Hurst de eodem per Bogermn 
filium ejus iiij**. (Warentizavit.) 

Willolmus do Brocton* de comrauni per Bernardum le 
Gardiner. 

Ricardus filius Radulfi de eodem per Thomam le Gierke. 

Galfridus Abouetoun attornatus Hascelyne Moiiys de 
eodem i>er Johannem Sylvestre. (Postca vcnit.) 

Willelmus Brekespere de eodem per Jobannem Maheu. 

Henricus de la Sale de Overe de eodem per Wiilelmam 
Fuger. (Postea von'.) 

Andreas de Graunfeud' de eodem per Honricum filium 
Ilugonis. 

Willolmus Eetil de Ayllington' de eodem per Johannem 
lo Ken. 

Willolmus Morice do eodem per W^illelmum filium 
Willelmi. (Warentizavit.) 

Ricardus do Ilotot de eodem por Thomam filium 
Willelmi. (Postea vcnit.) 

Willclmus de Ilolowelle de eodem per Rogerum filium 
Iluponis. 

Willelmus lo Portero de Weston* de eodem per 
Willelmum filium Emme. (Warentizavit.) 

Johannes do llarpifeud' de eodem per Johannem Pajn. 



povcrncfl by the BlAtrmont Aff\ habnit dUm in Ires ieptimanos : fftilh ii 
|))o<l(;o<i. and a day ig given three weeks hcoce. 



72 PLACITA IN CURIIS MAONATUM ANOLIE. 

Tlioiiiafi do Brauncostr' do codcm por Jobannom May. 
OVarcntizavit.) 

Johannes do Giddigge do codem per Adam filium 
Stcphani. 

Warinus do Bradenach per Jobannom A8i>oIon. 
(Warentizavit.) 
rrrrrptuni Warlnus do Bradenach' per W. Rideman attornatum 

querens optiiHt so versus Simononi do Gledoscye do placito 
tranRgressionis, qui non venit ot alias essoniatus fuit. Idco 
distrin^atur. 

Johannes do Ayllington' non venit ct pluros fecit 

dcfaltas et disirictus est por duos equos. Idoo ten' etc' 

Et alias aitachiatus fuit ven* et invenit plegios, videlicet, 

>"P, Willehnuni Bideman (vj.d.) et Jobannom filium Jobannifl 

do Ayllington* (vj. d.)« Ideo ipsi in misericordia et uicbilo- 

rrccoptum niiuus distringatur, etc. 

^ Do villa do Elington* quia non fecorunt parcum domini 

.iini. m. fractum undo lUdenianny conquer' quod i)onuut ibi dia- 
p'rAh'' trictiones et statim dimittuntur por defaltam prcdictom, 
dim. ni. 

Willelnius do Ilanyfeld' in Lauysbill*, Umfridus de 
M(^new(Hle de eadem, tenentes feodum Scbantardi in codem 
(v. hovett'), Thomas do Beynvillo in Borouwoll', WaltcruB 
de Iluntcrcumbo de cadem (ij. equos), Albredus de Borou- 
weir, Johannes do Schepewyk, Bobertus de Glcdeseye, 
r'coduni de Bello Campo in Schicclingdon', Robertas le Fyt 
de ScheiJeho, Bobertus filius Willelmi de Acholt, Jobanues 
iilius lladulii pro feodo Barentyn in Barton', Bicardus filius 
(lalfridi Builaund' in Craunfeld*, uxor Badulfi le Botiler in 
ijulem, Olyva de Leyham in Bercford', Baldcwynus de 
Stouwe ibidem, Bogerus lo Botiler in Gillinge, Feodum 
Silvt'stri le Kuveysc in Knapwell', Comes Uxouie in 
Urniingfoicr (j. bovettum), Willelmus le Enveyse in 
Klinj^toii (j. O(iuuni), Willclmus filius Willelmi de Wycliiii- 
ItuT ill Wt'stoiT ct Wychinton*, Johannes de AyllingUm' in 
Ayiiinj^toir, (JalfriduH Blundel de eadoin (j. Ix) vet turn) » 
JnhaniHS I'rauiicovs de cadem, Willelmus lo Movne in • 

* 'J'Ik* full phrase is Idco Uwantur ct i*lus cafiatur. 



uitciii. 
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Sautrc, Baldewynus de Stowo in Ilurst, Hcnricus de Cheny 
in Iloctoii', Johannes Gernoun in Brocton' et Margeria de 
Swyncford* in Stiuekele Magna non ven', ideo distringantur. 
Johannes iiUus Umfridi de Wardeboys non venit, ideo etc 

Isabella atte Mere in Berckford' babet respectum asque 
Fascha per dominum Abbatem. 

Preceptum est distringere omnes tenentes terras que 
fuerunt Johannis Gernoun in Brocton' pro secta et aliis 
exaccionibus. 

Adhue ut pluries preceptum est distringere Adam 
rreix)situm de Elington' (j. cquum), Johannem filium 
Walteri de oadom (j. equum), Bicardum le Hayward de 
eadom (j.cquum) et Walterum Bythebrock* (j. cquum) ad 
resi>ondendum quaro non venerunt ad respondendum de 
catallis Willelmi filii Ilugonis sicut manuceperunt at patet 
in precedentibus rotulis. 

Adhue ut pluries prece2)tum est distringere Adam Pre- 

liosituni de Elington' (j. equum) quod sit ad proximam 

curiam ad respondendum quaro abire i^ermisit unum equum 

captum de Ilugone Prentot et unum bovem captum de 

Shuone Martin 2)er W. Bidoman et posit' in parco domini. 
I • • • • • • • 



" Curia do Brocton' die Martis proxima ante festum 
Cinorum anno rogni Regis Edwardi xxii\ . . .' 



4* • • • • • • 

Benedictus le Gardener querens optulit so versus 
rrr.<ptiiiu Ilescelinani ^[ouwyn de placito debiti, quo non vonit et 
Runiinonita est, ideo i>onatur per plegios et datus est 
dies. 

Johannes Hubert querens 02>tulit so versus Ilescclinam 
rnr«|.ium ^jyu^vyn do placito debiti, quo non venit et summouita est, 

• The i»rocco<lin(:s of fivo courts ■ m. 6. 

lioMon ill ()ct<il>cr. November, * A few words may Hato pcrinhed 

I>«'r<inlMr I'i'.iM. aixl .lannary nti'l probabl}* the dalo in )cart of Abbol 

Fi'biii.iiy \'J\*i, nic ouiilUd as of Jolin. 
iillle iiiUuit. * Seven essoins. 
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idco ponatur per plegios, et dictus Johannes ponit loco suo 
Thomam Ic War'. 

• •••••• 

M4. Uxor Radulfi le Botiler vonit coram domino apad 

Ramcs' post fcstum S. Michaelis et ostondit quamdam 
cartam in qua continebatur quod feoffata erat de ioto ienc- 
monto quod fuit Radulii le Botiler in Craunfeud quondam 
viri 8ui et ilia fecit feodclitatem domino Abbati predicto 
tenomento et sanavit plures defaltas, et condonantur per 

Abbatem. 

• •••••• 

Memorandum quod Bogerus de Crancmcre vcnit in 
plena curia ista et ostendit quandam cartam per qnam 
Bobertus iilius Willelmi de Ocholt in Schutlingdon* fcoffavit 
i2)sum do toto tenomento quod habuit in eadem villa quod 
ton' de Abbate de Bames* sibi et heredibus suis inperpeiuum 
facicndo 8ervicium capitali domino secundum statutum, et 
dictus Bogerus fecit feodclitatem set non hamagium.' 

Bicardus Boulaund babet respectum usque Pascba de 
Retpcctum rclevio suo set nondum taxatur et fecit homagium et feode- 

litatem. 

• •••••• 

M*. JFemorandum quod Willclmus le Eyr de Delewyk' fecit 

feodclitatem coram W. de Wassinggele ' ad visum franci- 
l)legii de Craunfeud pro tenomento quod tenet de domino 
Abbate iii cadeni, set non fecit homagium et habuit diem ad 
querendum dominum. 



Curia do Brocton* dio Martis proxima ante fostum An* 
nunciacionis B. Marie anno regni Regis Edwardi 
xxii* ot J. Abbatifl viii*. 



3 • 



• Sir. * The bnitincs!! eonsiniii of tti 

' The Abboi'ii ptcwAnl. Cranfichl CRBoinn And the coin|>roiuiMM of two 
ii in iUnlfuidshirc. Actions. 
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' Ciuria do Brooton' die Martis proxima post olausum 
Fasche anno regni Regis Edwardi xxii* et J. Abbatis 

• • • • 

• •••••• 

Memorandum quod Willolmus filius Willclmi le Eyr de 
Dilewyk' fecit homagium suum domino Abbati die supra- 
dicto in aula do Brocion' coram domino W. de Bereford, W. 
de Wassiggolc scneschair et aliis. 

Memorandum quod Willelmus Wyne fecit (inem pro ij. 
8. pro pace liabenda de districtione pro secta curie usque 
etatem Ilugonis IVeritot de quo habuit custodiam in curia 
de Brocton' tenta die Martis proxima ante festum 8. Georgii 
Martiris post Pasclia anno J. Abbatis quarto. Ideo in- 
quirendum est quando obiit pro solucione dictorum ij. s. 
undo W. Ridcman oneratus est in compotuo * suo redd' post 
Pascha anno octavo J. Abbatis pro uno anno tantum dc 
dictis ij. 8. 



Curia de Brocton die Martis proxima post mens' Pasoh' 
anno supradicto. 

!• • • • • • • 

^ Cecilia Moyllard' districta fuit et hal)ct rcspectum 
usque festum S. Michaclis ad ostend* cartam per quam 
dicit 80 feoiTatam esse de tenomento in Bercford* unde 
Isabella iilia ejus est liercs et infra etatem i>ost mortem 
patris sui. 

Memorandum quod Rogcrus filius Gileberti de Craun- 
feud tenet quartam partem unius virgate terre in eadem 
que fuit quondam de tenomento Galfridi Uoulaund* et nichil 
facit Galfrido noc domino Abbati ncc clamat tenore do Gal- 
frido. Ideo dislringatur ad ostondondum qualiter tenet et 
pro secta curie de Broeton*. 



• m. r> d. Thi** in Iho jTrrat half yearly court. Thrro arc Ihirtj CMOtni 
and ri^iitccn iKfuultr. ; th«> dhrr busincRH in here prinlcd. 

' Stc. • Tni-niy li\c chKoins. • m. 1. 
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Curia de Brooton' ^die Martis proxima ante festum 8. 
Trinitatis anno supradioto. 



1 • 



Curia do Brocton' dio Martis in Ootabia Apostolorum 
Petri ot Pauli anno supradioto. 



InqiuBicio facta in plena curia ista i)er sacramentum 
Thomo lo Freman do Gritton', Ricardi de Ilotot, llailulfi lo 
Noroys, Yvonis dc Ilurst, Aloxandri Walkclyn, Johannis 
Fraunccys, Johannis do Vcrnoun, Johannis do Cotcnham, 
Willehni de Bcrnewcll', Badulfi le Mareschal, Ranulfi de 
Clervaus, Willolmi Ridcman ot Rogori Bidoman juratorum, 
qui dicunt super sacramentum suum quod Willelmus do 
Haningfcud in Lauyshull*, Alhricus do Borouwell', Johannes 
de Ilarpisfeud', Tcncntes feodum de Bello Campo in Schit- 
lingdon', Willehnus de IloIeweH', Johannes de Leyham in 
Bercford', Baldewynus de Stouwe, Rogerus le Botilcr in 
Gilliggo, Feodum Silvcstri le Enveyse in Knapwelle, Feodum 
de Tyvillo in Grauinhurst, Comes Oxonie in Ilemingford*, 
Johannes deEngayn in Dylington*, Willelmus le Enveyse in 
Elington*, Willelmus filius Willelmi de Wyston*, Berengerius 
le Moyne in Berncwell*, Willelmus le Moygnc in Sautre, Jo- 
hannes Mouwyn de Ilurst, Barnabe de Stiuekelo et Philip- 
pus de Ripton' omncs isti debcnt cori>oralc scrvicium quando 
dominus Rex exigit scrvicium suum de comitibus ct 
baronibus Anglic, ct dicunt super sacramentum suum quod 
Comes Oxonie in llcmingford*, Willelmus do Wycheton', 
Berengerius Monadius, Barnabe de Stiuekcle debcnt modo 
facere corporale scrvicium.' 



' No biinincBii Itoyond OBSoins and from the Kin^ bidding* the* Abbot 

drfnultv. proviilo bin Ptrviro for Ihr Frrrich 

' To the pi«Ut of iho roll in Bown a wnr. In ron^M|iirnc« of UiU the 

tinftll frnKincnt of |>urchin<*nt. which above inqucut was ma<lc. 
apparently is th« rrnitiins of a writ 
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' Curia do Brooton' dio Martia in festo B. Margarete 
Virginia anno regni Begis Edwardi xxii* et J. 
Abbatis viii*. 

Memorandum quod Comes Oxonie pro ten' in Ilcming- 
ford*, Willelmus de Wycheton* pro eadem villa et Bytliirnc, 
Berengcrius le Moyno pro Bernowelle et Margeria do Swyne- 
ford* que tenet terras que fuerunt quondam Barnabe dc 
Stiuekeic in eadem electi fuerunt per sacramcntum xij. 
proborum et Icgalium hominum in plena curia ut patet 
infra ' ad faciendum modo corix)ralo servicium in excrcitu 
iwptiiin domini Begis. Et proceptum est Uidemann' quod ipsos 
distr' ven* ad faciendum dictum servicium etc.* 



Curia do Brocton' die Martis in festo 8. Laurencii anno 
rogni Begis Edwardi xxii* et J. Abbatis octavo. 



4 • 



Curia do Brocton' die Martis proxima post festum 
docoUaoionis 8. Johannis Baptiste anno supradiclo. 

• •••••• 

Comes Oxonie (tres equos) et tencntes terre Barnabe de 
Stiuokele (respectum per Abbatem), Willelmus de Wychin- 
ton et tonentes terre Berongarii le Moyne clccti fuerunt ad 
fjiciendum servicium domini Begis secundum consuetu- 
dinem Abbacio ut supra patet. Et dictus Comes non 
vcnit et districtus est per tres equos pot tres vices ut 
Bidemannus testatur. Ideo ten* ot plures capiantur donee 
etc. Tonentes terre Barnabe de Btiuekele distr' pro eodem. 
Tenentes t<?rras Willehni de Wycheton' distr* pro eodem. 
Abbas tenet terras que fuerunt Berengarii etc. 

• m. 1 cl. membrane. 

' The rrfcrrnce is to what is hero ' No other buRincM at thii court. 

printed UK thr l.i^t i>r<C( «hn^ cntrv ; * A few entries M io owoiiu and 

A reference fi(>ni th«> Ut\i of the buck defaults. 
to the U»ttoni of the front of the 



HONOUR OF BROUOITTON, A.D. 1294. 78 

The fee of Silvester L'Enveyse to be distrained (one 
horse) ; WilHam L'Enveyse who now is Silvester's heir has 
nothing of the said fee, because Silvester and William 
Silvester's son father of the present William, who has now 
survived his father,* have sold the whole of the said fee by 
parcels. Therefore let all the tenants of the said fee be 
distrained for the service due to the King and for suit of 
court etc. 

William le Moyne in Sawtrey owes corporal service and 
is summoned to attend to the King's writ and does not 
come ; besides he has made many defaults in his suit of 
court ; and he is distrained by one horse ; so let that be 
detained and more be taken. 

William of Haningfield in Lawshall owes corporal ser- 
vice, for it is found in the rolls of Abbot Randolph that 
one William of Haningfield knight his grandfather did 
corporal service for the Abbey of Ramsey according to the 
custom of the Abbey in the service of King Henry father 
of the now King in Poictou and Gascony in the 26th year 
of King Henry and he did the said service by [the bodies 
of] his sons Sewal and Thomas, who as two esquires were 
received in the said army in place of one knight. And 
for that William "who now is, has denied the said service in 
full court, order is given to the rideman to distrain him 
day by day until he does the said service. And be it 
remembered that the said Sewal was the father of this 
William who now denies the said service. 

John of Harpsfield (distrained by one horse) owes cor- 
poral service as is testified by the Abbot's memoranda rolls. 
He comes and denies the service ; therefore be he distrained. 



^ This is not an exact translation of the text, but seems to give what is 
really meant ; see below, p. BO. 
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'Curia do Brooton dio Martis in orastino 8. Mathei 
Apostoli anno regni Regis Edwardi xxii* et J. 
Abbatis nono inoipionte. 

'Alexander de Rypton' de communi per Ricardum Brown j*. 
' RobcrtuB Gernoun de eadcm per Willclmum Ilervy j*. 
Johannes do Cotenham de cadem per Willclmum Gore ijV 

Adam filius Hugonis defcndens versus Rogerum le 
Barih' de placito transgressionis per Thomam le Mercer. 
Affidavit, 
wai* Radulfus le Noreys de communi per Willelmum le 

Nune j®. Affidavit. 

Edmundus do Oxindon' per Thomam de Warcwyk*. 
Affidavit. 

Yvo de Hurst non venit, ideo distringatur. Johannes 
Ballard' non venit, ideo etc. 

Willelmus do Iloleweir non venit et districtus est per 

unum eqiium, ideo etc., et alias invenit plegios vcnicndi 

videlicet Ilenricum Druri (vj. d.) et Willelmum de Barton' 

(vj. d.) et non ven' ct plcgii summoniti fucrunt ven' aud' 

nii^ judicium Ruum quare non habuerunt quem plegiavcruut et 

»»j «i. quia non ven* ipsi plcgii in miscricordia. 

(^ EdwarduB dei gracia Rex Anglic, Dominus Ilibemie 
ct Dux Aquiianie ballivis Abbatis de Ramcseye de Broghton' 

salutem. Quia est quod quilil)ct liber homo qui 

scctam debet ad curiam domini sui hbcre possit facere 

attornatum suum ad sectam illnm pro eo attor- 

natum quem Normannus Darcy loco suo attornare voluerit 
ad sectam ])ro eo faciendam ad curiam pre<licti domini 
vestri de Broghton' loco ipsius [Nor]manni sine difficultate 
ad hoc rccipiatis. Teste meipso apud Westmonastcrium 
viij die .... anno rogni nostri vicosimo secundo . . . .) 

Comes Oxonic, tenentes terras Barnabe do Stiuekelc, 
Willelmus de Wycheton' et tenentes terras quo fucrunt 

• m. 3. All Ihr onliios rolaliiiR to mont AJf\ hahent di^m in tret $ej4* 

ll»ie com I firo hvxo iiiIiiUmI. « Tho follow iii|; from a writ im- 

' Tlio liist tlinc ('RHoiriR aic porfrctly loKiM** sown to Ih* mArKin 

brackotrd nii<I coM'tncd l»j Ihc fUIc- of llic roll. hH*c Stat. Mcrton, c. 10. 
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Bcrangarii le Moygnc elocti fucrunt ad faciendum scrvicium 
domini in Vasconia secundum consuetudincm Abbacic, et 
non venerunt. Et Comes districtus est per tree eqnos ut 
W. Ridcman tcstatur, idoo etc. Et Normannos Darcy 
qui duxit in uxorcm Margeriam de Swyneford que tenuit 
terram que fuit Barnabe Iiabet respectum de districcione 
facienda super ipsum pro predicto servicio usque proximam 
curiam. Tenentes terras que fuerunt Willelmi de Wyston* 
distr' pro predicto servicio faciendo. Dominus Abbas tenet 
terras Berengarii et misit duos servientes loco cujusdam 
militis in excrcitu predicto, videlicet, Willelmnm le Moygne 
de Berneweir et Thomam de Warewyk'. Et idem Abbas 
misit pro W. do Wychinton' duos servientes loco unius 
militis in excrcitu predicto videlicet Johannem de Terfcud' 
et Badulfum do Castre. Et idem Abbas misit in exercitu 
predicto pro defectu Comitis Oxonie et Barnabe de Stiuekc, 
Johannem le Deyn militem, Edmundum de Eliswortb* ser- 
vientem dicti domini Joliannis cum quodam alio serviente 
ejusdcan loco unius militis, et hoc totum sumptibus dicti 
Abbatis. Memorandum quod istud servicium missum fuit 
apud Portosmutir ad profru' * faciend* in crastino 8. Mi- 
chaelis Arcangeli anno supradicto secundum tenorem brevis 
domini Regis. Et postea remissi fuerunt per preccptum 
domini Regis quousque alias premunirentur. 

Feodum Silvestre' le Enveyse et Willelmus le Enveyse 
qui modo est heres dicti Silvcstri nichil habet de diclo feodo 
in manu sua, quia dictus Silvester et Willelmus filius <*ju8 
vcndiderunt i>or particulas totum dictum tcnemenium. Idoo 
omnes tenentcB de dicto feodo distr* pro servicio domini 
Regis et pro sccta curie. 

Willelmus le Moyngne in Sautre debet corporale ser- 
vicium in excrcitu domini Regis secundum consuetudinem 
Abbacie. Kt non vcnit quando alii summoniti fuerunt, idco 
etc., et plures fecit defaltas quoiul sectam curie, idco etc., 
et distr' |)rr duos c*|uor, idi'o ten' etc. 

• Stt Ducangr, 5.V. ;»r(»/t*Miy;i. • Sic, 
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Willclmus do Ilaningfeud debet corporale scrviciam 
prout picnius patot in proxima preccdente curia, et illad 
servicium dcdixit in plena curia, ideo distr*. Et Bide* 
mannus testatur quod distr' est per unam vaccam^ ideo etc. 

Johannes do Harpisfcud' debet corporale serviciam ut 
patct in rotulis viemorandorum domini Abbatis, et dedixit 
scrviciam in plena curia, ideo etc. Et distr' est per tinam 
cquum ideo etc. 

Tcnentcs feodum do Bello Campo in Schicclingdon', 
Willclmus do Holewell', Johannes do Leyham pro Berc- 
ford*, Bogerus le Botiler in Gillinggo, Willclmus le En- 
vcyso de Elington', W. do Wyston' et W. le Moyne in 
Sauire dcbent corporale servicium ot non yen* sicut sum- 
moniti fuerunt, ideo etc. Et tenentos de BeUo campo distr' 
sunt per unum equum etc. 
rcKiicctum Baldowyuus de Stouwe non vonit sot habet reppectum 

per dominum Abbatem. 

Willclmus Herbert de LauyshuU' non vonit qaoad 
soctam curie et districtus est per tria avcria, ideo etc. 
Similiter tenentes feodum Schancardi districti sunt per 
quinque averia pro eadom, ideo etc. Tenentes feodum 
Albrici de Borouwell' excepto J. do Clervaus qui vcnit 
distr'. Bobertus le Fit' de Schepeho non venit et districtus 
est per unum equum, ideo etc. Adam le Fraunkehome, 
Cristiana fliia Simonis Payn non ven' ei dicta Cristiana dis- 
tricta est per unam vaccam, ideo etc. Henricus Molendi- 
narius de Aylington' non venit, ideo etc. 

Henricus do Cheny non venit et districtus est per unum 
e(iuuin, ideo etc. Johannes Gernoun de Brocton' non venit, 
ideo distr'. 

Isabella de Stangryth' in Iloleweir non venit, ideo etc. 

Adhuc precoptum est distr' Warumm do Bradenacb' ct 
Bicardum Bouhiund' pro releviis suis. 

Bogerus iilius Gileberti do Craunfeud' distr' pro relevio 

BUO. 

I • • # • • • • 

* 'Vho i>ioc(c\Iing^ of thicc courts held in October and Noxmber 
oniittc'd. 
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Curia do Brocton die Mortis in orastino 8. Luoie 
anno supradicto. 
1 • # • • • • • 

('Willclraufl ballivus mancrii de Parva Styuekl* qncritur 
de Johanno de Radcly ve servicnte pcrsone do Parva Styuekl' 
ct dicit quod idem Johannes turpiter et injuste ipsum do- 
famavit per totam patriam verbis contumeliosis dicendo 
ipsum Willelmum nequiter et furtive c<?pis8e et asportassc de 
blado dicti rcctoris do Parva Styuekl' usque ad manerium 
domini ejusdem Willelmi in autumpno ultimo preterito 
imam thravam frumenti et duas thravas et dimidiam fabarum 
et pisarum ad grave dampuum et vituperium ejusdem 
Willelmi xl. s. etc. Predictus Johannes presens defendcbat 
verba curie etc.* ct dicit se nunqitam predictum WilUlmum 
defamasse immo veritatem dixisso et Veritas non est defa- 
macio. Non cnim potest dedici nee vult dedicere quin aperie 
.... bladum predicti rectoris ut supradictum est as{K)r- 
tavcrat quod quidem promptus est vcrificare quocumque 
modo curia considoraverit. Et predictus Willelmus dicit 
quod nunquam dictum bladum in curiam domini sui aspor* 
tavit sicut dictus .... quod quidam . . . . de Radeclive 
attornatus suus qui locum suum tenuit dictum bladum ci 
libcravit .... dicti pcrsone .... facientibus in bladis 
mancrii ct quod hoc verum sit petit quod .... etc. Et 
dictus Johannes roplicando dicit quod dictum bla<1ura nun- 
quam fuit eidcm Willelmo per ipsum Johannem vel i)er 
aliqtiem alium locum suum tcncntcm ddxhcraium proconil>otc 
sicut idem Willelmus dicit set quod ipse Willelmus auctori* 
tate propria absque Uhcracione alicnjun dictum Uadnm de 
nianerio domini sui maliciose asj)ortavit ut predictum est in 
incupamento promptus est facere quod curia consideraverit 
et est . . , , Willelmus le Frcman. Et datus fuit partibus 
dies ad i)roximam curiam de Brocton' videlicet die Martis 

• Five cspoinp. for'thc caRC is curiouii. 

* The following entry which ro- • The * wor<U of court * which ihe 
porU proofed in j!s in the court of dofcndAui <l«'nics are the 'common 
Kiukel«7 is on a i>i(-ce of pnichnient form alh'^ntionn * about tuffi mad 
»ewn to the 8i<le of the roll, of which force and lo forth. 

as much as iH>SHiblc is here priuletl, 
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in craslino S. [Lucie *] Virginis anno regni Bcgis Edwardi 
xxiij®.') 

Willelmus ballivus mancrii de Parva Stiuekde qncreiiB 
02)tulit 80 versus Johanncm servientem persone ejuadem 
ville de placito transgrcssionis, qui non venit. £t loquela 
qucrclata fuit coram W. de Wassingele ad ultimum Tisum 
franciplegii apud Stiuekcle Parvam hoc anno prout patet in 
quadam cedula huic rotulo consuta, et data fuit dies partibiifl 
ad islam curiam, et dictus Johannes fuit ad legem in querela 
prcdicta. Et dictiis Willelmus petit judicium eU. Et 
Judicium i)onitur in respectum usque 2)roximam curiam pro defectu 
sectatorum. Et ballivus testatur quod inemunire fecit dictum 
Johanncm do die istius curie per HaduJfum de • • • • et 
liicardum de . . . .* 

4« • • •• • • 



* Curia do Brocton' die Martis proxima post Epiphaniam 
Domini anno regni Begis Edwardi xxiii*. et J. Ab- 
batis nono. 
• •••••• 

Yvo de Hurst qucritur de Auicia de Ilygeneye de co quod 
ipsa die Veneris proxima ante festum Exaltacionis 8. Crucis 
hoc anno ccjut quoddani jumentum suum de caruca sua in 
le Swoiiand in campis de Wardeboys injuste ad dampnum 
Buuui etc. Et prcdicta Auicia dicit quod juste cepit dictum 
jumentum pro redditu viij. d.' i>er ainmm per quinque 
annoH elapsos, de quo redditu dotata fuit post mortem 
lioberti filii Willelmi niariti sui, et de quo redditu seysita 
fuit per uianuni dicti Yvonis quousque etc. Et dictus Yvo 
dicit quod ilia nunquam fuit seysita do dicto redditu ut de 
dote sua ncc ipse umquani attornatus fuit ad solvendum 
dictum redditum dicto Auicie, set quod reddidit annu* 
atim dictum redditum heredi dicti lloberti viri sui et petit 

• IlIoRiblc. p. 84. 

• The case is rcfirrvcd from Iho • The other cntrict record pro- 
manor com t (or the superior court at ccc<Ui)(;s against dcfaultcri. 
DrouKhton. * m. 0. 

' For moic ol this case sec below, 
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quod inquiratur. (Jur* dicunt quod injusto dicta Auicia 
ccpit dictum jumcntum, ideo etc. Dampna ij. dJ) Et pre- 
ItTuw^ dicta Auicia dicit quod seysita fuit ut supra patet et petit 
quod inquiratur, idco prcceptum est etc. 

* Joliannes de Radecliuc vad* quamdam legem versus 
Willolmum scrvientcm Dompni W. do Grafliam do placito 
cujuRdam dcfamacionis prout plenius patct in querela dicti 
Willelnii, qui non venit, idco predictus Johannes et plegii 
mia Bui de lego in miscricordia, et dictus Willelmus recuperet 

dampna sua prout patet in querela. Misericordia pro se et 

xU.<i. plcgiis xij. d. 

• •••••• 

Comes Oxonie in Ilemingford', Normannus do Arcy qui 
tenet terras quo fuerunt Barnabo do Stiuekelc per Mar- 
gcriam de Swyneford* quara duxit in uxorem, Willelmus de 
Wycheton* in com' North' et Abbas de Rames' qui tenet 
terras que fuerunt Berengarii lo Moyngne electi fuerunt 
secundum consuetudinem Abbacie ad faciendum pro dicta 
Abbacia servicium militare quod dominus Rex exigebat in 
Vasconia ut patet per breve suum, et dicti Comcp, Nor- 
mannus et W. de Wychetou' non venerunt nee miserunt, 

ideo distr'. 

• •••••• 

Willelmus de Ilaningfeud in Lauyshall' debet corporals 
servicium in exercitu domini Regis quando exigitur per 
breve Regis et quando turnus buus venit secundum consue* 
tudinem Abbacie, et dictus W. dedixit illud servicium in 
plena curia, ideo distr'. 

• •••••• 

^femorandum quod Johannes de Welle qui duxit in 
uxorem Idoneam sororem et heredem Ricardi do Beynvilla 
miHtis^ defuncti fecit homagium et fcodeUtatem domino 
Abbati in aula apud Rames* die Jovis in crastino 8. Thome 

' Thin intcq>olat4Ml vcr«licl bIiouM cofn<* after Avicc*i replicaiiofi. 
' Tor «*arli«T procM-dingq, Pct* above, p. fi. 
' The roil has AIiUU\ 
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the 23rd year of King Edward before William of Wash- 
ingley and J. of Wistow, Eoger of Barow, William le Moyne, 
Thomas of Warwick, Ralph of Caster, John of Therfield and 
many others there assembled, and be he distrained for his 
relief. 
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III. THE ABBOT OF RAMSEY'S MANORIAL 

COURTS. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

Besides his court of the honour of Broughton the Abbot seemf 
to have held a court half-yearly in each of his many manors. 
Several rolls relating to these courts are preserved at the Record 
Office. As in the case of the manors of Bee, so here, the steward 
when he made his tour took a roll with him and entered on it 
the business done first at one manor then at another, so that 
there was but one set of rolls for all the manors. The roll that 
has here been used (Augmentation Office, Portf. 84, No. 46) is 
one of the oldest. What is here printed consists of the business 
done at Hemingford, Elton, and Little Stukeley in the twelfth 
year of Abbot William, i.e. as it seems 1278-9, and the business 
done at Gidding in 1200. 

All these manors lie in Huntingdonshire. Hemingford Abbots 
and Little Stukeley formed part of what we have called the 
Abbot's ' home estate * ; Gidding was hard by ; Elton lies in the 
north-west corner of the county near Fotheringhay. All be- 
longed to Ramsey when Domesday Book was made (D. B. i. 
204-204 b ; Adelintune is Elton, to be distinguished from Elin- 
tune which is Ellington). Extents of three of these manors are 
given in the Ramsey Cartulary :— Hemingford i. 880, Stukeley 
i. 802, Elton i. 487. In the Hundred Rolls are extents of 
Stukeley ii. 500, Gidding ii. 631, Elton ii. 65G, Hemingford 
ii. G80. The abbot besides many other franchises had. what is 
somewhat unusual, an express grant of the view of frank-pledge 
over all his land, but the king's bailiff was to be summoned to 
attend to see that the view was duly made. This privilege the 
abbot obtained from King John ; see the charter in Chron. Ram. 
62 and P. Q. W. 10. 

It will be seen that each session of the court begins with the 
swearing in of a jury of presentment. In some casop .4 all 
events the jurors seem to be persons elected pro hac vi 4 ; bat at 
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Gidding the presenters are the chief pledges, capitales plegii 
jurati ; similar entries have been found on other rolls relating 
to the Ramsey estates. At Elton the duty of serving on the 
jury seems to fall only on those who are personally unfree; this 
is very noticeable. The procedure by way of presentment is 
used indiscriminately for the maintenance of the peace and the 
enforcement of the lord's rights over his villans and his 
villanage. On the other hand any * conveyancing entries,' 
surrenders, admittances or the like are, to say the very least, 
of rare occurrence ; possibly this part of the manorial business 
was not yet thought worthy of enrolment. No evidence has 
appeared that these manorial courts were held more frequently 
than twice a year. 



u 2 
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[PLACITA MANERIORUM RAMESIEN8IUM.] 

' Hemingford'. Die 8. Hugonis Episoopi anno W. 

Abbatis xii*. 

Nomina juratorum Keginaldus ad Maram, Nicholaus le 
Fermer, Nigellus Palmerius, Nicholaus de Elesworih', 
Johannes fiHus Gunnilde, Jordanus Trappe, Tbomaa 
Amable, Ilcnricus filius Rogeri, Simon de Benelond', Adam 
filius Petri, WUlelmus le Warde, Henricus ad Puteum. 
xuj. •.iiij.d. De capitagio dant xiij. s. iiij. d. 

Convictum est per vicinos jur' quod Simon filius Galfridi 

injuste detinuit Galfrido le Noweman unam garbam fru- 

▼J. d. monti quam asportavit de terra sua apud Gatiesheg. Ideo 

Freest satisfaciat ei et pro transgressione in misericordia yj. d. 

plegius Reginaldus de Benelond'. 

Henricus Trappe electus fuit ut esset unus de jur' et 
▼J <>. non venit ideo in misericordia vj. d. De Thoma Marescallo 

pro eodcm condonatur quia postea venit. 

De Henrico filio Galfridi pro custod' • cur* habenda de ij. 
rodis terre quam Henricus filius Rogeri et Agatha vidua 
▼J «'. tencnt vj.d. plegius Simon filius Galfridi. (Et jaratores 

veniunt et dicunt quod nunquam viderunt aliquem ante- 
cessorcm dicti H. illas ij. rodas terre tencre 1. annis preteritis. 
Ideo dictus H. nichil recuperet per suum clam' et predicU 
R.' et A. teneant etc.) 

Simon filius Rogeri et Reginaldus filius Petri tastatores 

* Public Record OfTice, Augmen- ' Probablj instead of custcd' vt 

tation Office Court Rolls, P. 34, N. should read considsraeion^. 

40 ; a roll of five rotulets of various * Probably instead of R. wt thoold 

dates. read Ilcnricus filius Bo^eri, 
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tasters say that Katharine Ingol has broken the assize of 
beer, therefore be she in mercy, 12 d. ; pledge, Thomas 
Smith. From the wife of Thomas Amabel for the same, 
18 d. ; pledge, William at Stile. From Cristina Osmund 
for the same, 12 d.; pledge, Thomas Almar. From the 
v-ife of Nicholas Trappe, 6 d. : pledge, William at Stile. 
From the wife of John Gunild for the same, 6 d. ; pledge, 
John Aunzered. From Emma Cat for the same, 6d. ; 
pledge, John Aunzered. From the wife of John Coe for the 
same — she is poor; pledge, Keginald Almar. From the 
wife of Auger at Bank for the same and for bad beer, 12 d.; 
pledge, Henry Roger's son. From the wife of John Noble 
for breach of the assize, 18 d. ; pledge, her husband. From 
Alice Cot, nothing, for she kept (the assize] and only brewed 
once. From Beatrice Mutun for constantly breaking the 
assize, nothing for she is the man of Sir Reginald de Grey. 

The jurors say that Sir W. the Vicar of S. Ives has 
made default, therefore for this and for two other trespasses 
[noted below] he is amerced 12 d. 

And they say that William Simon's son is the born 
bondman of the lord and dwells in the other Hein^gford 
[i.e. Hemingford Grey] and is not in a tithing. JETnerefore 
let him be taken if he comes into the Abbot s fee. After- 
wards he comes and he is in a tithing. 

And they say that the Vicar of S. Ives has lopped two 
willows between his holding and Thomas Smith's wrong- 
fully, for the said willows grow upon the Abbot's land and 
the said boundary and the stream on which the willows 
grow belong to the Abbot. Therefore let amends be made 
and let the vicar be in mercy for his trespass : for his 
amercement see above. 

And they say that John Noble is a butcher and not 
in a boro<(gh, but he pays 6 d. a year, for which Henry 
Reeve is pledge. 

They say as they have said before that Simon Cadman 
dwells at Godmanchester, but pays two capons a year. 
And Henry Henry's son dwells at Stanton, but pays one 
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nicardus filius Petri manet apud Hereford set dat per 
J. cap. annum j. cap'. Et Absalon filius Henrici manet apud 

i- '• Stanton' set dat per annum j. g'. (set modo est mortuus). 

Et dicunt quod Willelmus filius Thome plantavit sallices 
Tj. d. juxta ripam injuste et aravit unam viam ideo etc. et pro 

Pro' ext transgressione in misericordia vj. d., plegius Thomas Almar. 

Testificatum est per totam villatam quod Simon Borel 
qui est nativus domini et manet apud Hunt' habet tit villa 
de Ilcmingr catallaad valenciam x. marcarum, qaequidem 
bona tradita sunt per senescallum istis subscriptis videlicet 
Johanui Aunzered qui hoc bene cognovit j. r. framenti et 
iij. r. ordei, Salemanno j. r. frumenti et j. r. pisanim, 
Beginaldo ate Mare j. bid' pretii xvj. d. 

Yillata de Hemingford' recognovit anno preterite quod 
bestie tocius villate destruierunt omnes pisas crescentes 
super j. acram domini W. Yicarii de S. Yvone et nondom 
satisfccerunt eidem sicut preceptum fuit ad ultimam visum, 
ideo villata satisfaciat eidom per taxacionem jur* ij. bus' 
pisarum citra Natale domini sub pena dim. marce, et dicta 
villata pro injusta detencione in misericordia, inferius.* 
Pre- e»t Dc xij. jur' qui respondent pro tota villata qui concelavemnt 
ij. salliccs quas Vicarius de S. Yvone amputavit et aspor- 
tavit, et pro concelamento carnific' et nativorum qui sunt 
«iij.t.ii«j.d. subtracti xiij.s. iiij.d.' 

Summa xxxvij. s. ij. d. 



Aylingtone. Die S. Clomontis Pape anno supradioio. 

Nomina juratorum, Robertus ad Cruccm» Beginaldus 
Blakcman, llenricus filius Propositi, llogerus Uamel, 

* Perliapft tliis ainrrcomcnt of the ' Probablj ilii» jurora said nolhing 

towniihip in included in the amerce* about thene matt^ni unltl tli«y t 

meni of the jurors who are tJie reminded of them bj Um bailiff, 
irprtscntaiiveff of the township. 
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GalfriduR do Hrinitone, JolianncB Duniti^:. Ileiiricus Mf«^>r. 
Philippiis C)iil<I, Iliif^o Achanl, (fiilfri<ltiii in An^^ulo. 
IIonri<MiH (MMlswfin, (loscclinuA. 

De oapitn^io datit xiij. k. iiij, d. I>« hnmagio JolmtinU 
■V. •iiij a. jjg Ayliiiloir * pro ocxlcin ij. b. 

Joliatui(*8 Ta^e ot JnhatUKfi Franrryw fiioriiiit |»l»'j:ii 
Ilrtirici Kaliri a<l H4)lveii(r ij.n. Jf)hanni filio Aloiaii«iri in 
r»» •H voncir a<l Nativitat^m B. Marie ultimo prrt«*riiain. ri 
niohil (*Ht Holiitum, ideo amlx) in niiHcriconHa. Finm 
nmlK)runi (rondonantiir •). Moliorca pl<»K" ^Vill* do Ik»rnr- 
weir ct Hopn' fil* Ik>nodicti et Aolvat xij. d. dominira 
proxinia i>o8t feHtiim K. KattTino et reHidiium Ai\ Natal« 
iHiniini. 

IV Hicardo filio IU»lo qui locavit domino IVd»orto 
VI a Ca|)cllano donnim Malalic sororid bui» /tc** vj.d.. plcf^iii^ 

Johannes GiKlgweyn, et i>er eundeni pU*R* etc.* 

Ik* Henrico GodHwein tpiia tardo vcnit ad m<*t«ndum 

Madum doniini in autumpno infrriuB, plogiun lU>g< run 

(lamel. I>o Henrico Acliard pro eotlem (condonatufi. Ihs 

at). 4. Hailulfo Sutore pro e<Mlrm vj.d. I>6 Alexandre filio 

(iilelwrti pro eo<Iem vj. d. Plegius alter alteriun. 

I)e Henrico (trxlBwein <pn'a nohiit o|HTari ad Bocundam 
precariam autuni|)ni et quia ini|)o<livit dictam precartam 
precipiendo cpicxl onines in*nt ad domum ant^" horam et 
f«ine licencia hallivorum ad dampnum domini dim. niarce, 
et quia aliaB male mesnuit buob l>eeneB BUfHT culturam 
▼I 4. domini, vj. d., ple^ii Johannes GiHlH\i(in, HogeruB Game! 

et GalfriduH d«» Hrniton. 

I>e Hicardo in An^ulo quia tardo cariavit buob tK^nit 

aij 4 vj.d. I>e Ilrnrico lihn |>n-iK)Biti pro eo<lrm vj.d. I>e 

rhilip|H> NopjM' pro (^oilmi, pau|HT. IMe^iuB alter altertu*!. 

Convinctum est imt jur' quiMl AndnaA rre|H>Bitu8 falBo 

ineuBavit Gilel»ertum (lamel ita quod incuBacio pervenit ad 

* A miliUrj \rn%ni of th^ %hhrT Cafl Hamt i I'M 
«liA hat A tuh niAnor. Hit rhtef ' Tbtt word it wrillrii otvt %fi 

|)lr<||t«« rofn# In %hr Abbott yi«)%i of rrantirr 

frank -iikNlir^* an«i f*my rh^%«ir# to ' Corr. tt^twti •«# ftai# h*tme%m 

lb* Abbot, on behalf of all «bo ar* * Tbo ni#aoin« of Ui#m laal «of4 

in tilhinc * na o»n«a ▼antani ' , it not obvtooa. 
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aures ballivorum diccndo dictum Qilebertum finxisse so 
infirmum ct operabatur in grangia sua propria et fecit in 
curia stia alias opcraciones, idco in misericordia xij.d., 
xij. a. plegius Michael Prepositus. 

De Roberto ad Cruccm pro averiis suis dampnura 
Tj. d. facientibus in cultura domini seminata de ordeo vj.d., 

plegius Rogerus Gamel. 

Willelmus de Cerneweir fuit plegius Willehni leFreman 
Tj. .1. ad sol vend* vj.d. Radulfo Iluberto, et nichil solvit, ideo 

rrccvt satisfaciet eidem Eadulfo ad Natale, et pro injnsta de- 
tencione in inisercordia vj. d., plegius Michael Prepositus. 

Jurati dicunt quod Alexander ad Crucem, Gilebertus 

filiuB Ricardi Prepositi, et Henricus filius Henrici Bovebroc 

male verberaverunt Gilebertum filium Reginaldi le Wyse. 

Tj.d. Ideo satisfacient ei de suis dampnis, et pro transgressione 

«U.<>. in misericordia. Finis Alexandri vj.d., plegius Ricardus 

Prepositus, finis Gileberti vj. d., plegius Ricardus pater ejus, 

rrc*cft finis Ilenrici vj. d., [plegius *] Ricardus Prei>08itu8 et taxata 

sunt dampna ad xij. d. 

Et dicunt quod Elias Carpenter plantavit arbores in- 
juste super unam bundam. 

Et dicunt quod Maggo le Carter pcporit extra matri- 
▼i<>- monium per Ricardum filium Thome Mai'. Finis am- 

borum vj. d. 

Et Agnes filia Philippi Saladin levavit uthosium super 
Thomam Morburn* qui voluit habere copulam cum eadem. 
Et dicunt quod Gilebertus Child retraxit se de molendino 
fullericio, ideo in misericordia, paui>er. 

Et dicunt quod Johannes Bovebroc retinuit tolnet* lini, 
Tj d. idco in misericordia vj.d., plegius Henricus Newebonde. 

De Johanne Bovebroc qui non habuit Thomam de Mor- 

' This word is not on the roll. 
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barne quern replegiavit ad standum recto pro filia Philippi 
Tj.d. Saldin quam voluit rapiiisse vj.d., plegius Henricus Newe- 

Pre* wt bonde, et Thomas capiatur si venerit. 

Et Agnes Cuttyle peperit extra matrimonium, pauper. 
Et dicunt quod Qalfridus de Bnnton' ret' amiram 
rj.d. domino dc dim. acra terre, ideo yj.d., plegios Henricus 

filius rrcjx)8iti. 

Et dicunt quod Rcginaldus Boneyt sub Weetereston' 
appropriavit sibi iij. sulcos ad unam rodam enam de 
omnibus rcU' abuttantibus BU]>er illam rodam, et alibi apud 
Arnewassebroc iij. sulcos ad unam foreram suam de omni- 
bus scir abuttantibus super illam foreram, ideo emendetur, 
««j ^- et pro transgrcssione in miscricordia xij. d., plegii WiUelmas 

pw' wt Berne wcir et Johannes Page. 

' Et dicunt quod una vacca venit wajT et est in curia 
Abbatis. 

Adhuc dicunt quod homines de Waternewetton' rever- 
w serunt cursum aque apud Follewellemor et apud . . . 

mor unde loquendum est. 

Adhuc dicunt quod homines de castro de Fodring' 
i<^' fccerunt purpresturam apud Jarewclleton super Johannem 

Page et ttuper ylhbatem apud IVyftewobrsholm, unde loquen- 
dum est, 

Et dicunt quod Fabianus et Badulfus T Imberti sunt 
carnifices set quilibet corum dat ij. gall*. 

Adliuc dicunt quod homines de Morcburne et de Iladdon* 
reverscrunt ' extra curs' apud ByU\nqbroc\ ideo emendetur 
et assignatus est dies ad emendend' ' coram bundredo die 
Conccpcionis B. Marie. 

' m. 1 d. ' Snpplj aquam or some •imilar word. 

' Sic. 



• * • • 
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Adhuc dicunt quod Jordanus Mustard nativus domini 
manct apud Alewalton' ubi duxit uxorem de homagio . . .* 
de Burgo et habet ibidem dim. virg. terre de villenagio 
dicti Abbatis. Ideo preceptum Beginaldo Page et ^m 

pre' est decenne quod habeat ipsum etc. 

Adhuc dicunt quod Johannes filius Bicardi Danning 
est tannator et manet apud Heyham, set dat per annum 

'*p' pro recognicione ij. cap', et quia potens est et habet malta 

bona, preceptum fuit Hugoni Achard et ejus decenne ad 
ultimum visum ad habendum ipsum ad istam curiam, et 

pre' r»t non habuit, ideo ipse et decenna sua in misericordia. Con* 
donatur. 

Frescntatum est per prcdictos jur' quod Beginaldos 
filius Bencdicti injuste dcdicit esse unus de xij. jur' aile- 
gando libertatem, dcsicut Alicia soror ejus fecit finem cum 
Stephano de Aylinton' tunc firmario pro se maritanda, et 

vj. d. Cristiana ot Atholina sorores ejus similiter fecerunt finem 

i<xi' cum Willelmo de Wald* tunc firmario. Ideo dictus Kegi- 

naldus pro contemptu in misericordia, vj. d. 

Dicunt eciam quod Willelmus de Bernewell injuste 
allegat libcrtatcm propter quam contradicit esse nnos de 
jur' desicut debcat dare merchctt' si habeat filiam quam 
maritare vclit ad voluntatcm domini, et ita fecit Johannes 

vj.«J. le Frcman, antecessor Elyc le Frcman* dcdit mergett' pro 

i«^' quadam filia sua quam maritavit appud Nassinton' cuidam 

Rogero Cruddc, ideo vj. d. 

Dicunt eciam quod Johannes Page dctinet arruram 
domini inter Pascha et Pentecosten per vij. dies Veneris 
scilicet quolibet die dim. acram. Condonatur misericordia 
quia postca solvit arruram. 

' The word is wnslied out ; but Personii named Freeman and paTinff 

Alwalton \va<t a manor of the Abbot xncrchet are worthj of obtarvaUoa; 

of iVtnhoroMKh Riiiiate in the north but we find similar eaaea on otKtr 

of HuntingdonRhifp. close to Elton. manors of the abbej ; Cart. Bams. 

' That tliPRo i>orsons were ances- i. 208, 334. 
tors of William docs not appear. 
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xlj. d. 
pre' ett 



Michael Prepositus queritur de Richero filio Gotoelini, 

Bicardo Prepoeito et uxore ejciB eo qaod abi fait in eimi- 

terio de Aylenton' dominica proxima ante fentam Omniam 

Sanctorum anno isto venerunt predicti Bicherns, Ricardoi 

et uxor ejusdem Bicardi et insultaverunt diciom Michaetem 

verbis turpissimis coram tota parochia inponentes quod 

idem Michael fenum suum coilegit per operaciones domini 

Abbatis, et quod per precarias factas de custumariia AbbatiB 

messuit bladum suum in autumpno et arravit terrain soam 

in Eueresholmfeld' de carucis villc precatis, et qaod relax' 

custumariis operaciones et averagia eorum tali condicione 

ut ipsi custumarii tradcrent et locarent eidem preposito 

levi precio terras eorum et quod cepisse debuit manera de 

divitibus ne essent censuarii et pauperes ad censum posaisse 

debuit.^ £t predicti Bicardus et Bicheras presentes de< 

fendunt etc. et petunt quod inquiratur per xij. jur.' Qui 

veniunt et dicunt quod dictus Michael in nullo articolo est 

culpabilie ideo dictus Bicardus et Bicheras aatisiaciant 

eidem Michaeli, et pro transgressione in misericordia, finis 

Bicardi ij. s. plegius Willelmus filius Jacobi, finis Bicberi 

xij.d. Goscelinus. Et taxata sunt dampna ad recip* de 

Bicardo Preposito x. s. quos idem Michael relax' oaqne 

ad ij.s. 

s* • • • • • • 

Summa xxxviij. s. x. d. 



' Probably on this as on many 
manors tlie custom allowed tho lord 
to commute tho labour services of the 
villan tenants into money payments, 
* potuit ponrro cos ad censum.' The 
reeve was charged with having com- 
muted the services of the poorer 
tenants into money rents, while he 



took bribes from the richer tcoaBts 
for allowing them to pay noi ia 
money, but in Uboar. The eoinnie- 
tation rent seems to have been eif kl 
shillings for the Tirgmle. 

* Tho ale-tasters preeent tbrtr 
report and numeroua 
are inflicted. 
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Little Stukeley. On Thursday next after the feast of the 
Circumcision in the said year [A.D. 1279]. 

Names of the jurors: William Aristotle/ Simon Benereht, 
Alexander Smith, Thomas Wale, Roger Whiting, Bateman 
Ordwy, Thomas Hulot, Ralph of Stowe, Robert Roise's 
son, Alexander Seberin. 

For chevage they give 4 s. From the L'Enveyse hom- 
age for the same, 12 d. 

From Stephen Humphrey, 6d. for squabbling with 
Richard Miller and raising the hue against him in the mill 
at Stukeley ; pledge, Richard Miller. 

The jurors say that Simon Chacede has made default, 
12d., likewise Isabella of Weston, 12 d. 

They say that the ploughman of Sir Ralph Rastel ' beat 
and ill-treated John Scot the man of Brother W. Margaret 
whereupon the hue was raised. And one Thomas, the 
servant of the said Sir Ralph Rastel, by way of objection 
said that the said ploughman dwells at Alconbury and that 
the said John Scot beat and ill-treated the said ploughman 
and wrongfully rescued from him sheep which had pastured 
on the land of his [the ploughman's] lord [i.e. Sir Ralph] ; 
and [the said Thomas, the servant,] put himself upon the 
inquest of the said jurors. The jurors say that J. Scot did 
not beat [the ploughman] but did make rescue as aforesaid 
and rightfully for this happened' on the fee not of Sir Ralph 
but of another person. Therefore the said Thomas is in 
mercy, 12 d. ; pledges, Lewin . . . and Hugh Poor, and let 
him make satisfaction to the said John Scot and to Brother 
W. for the trespass. 

They say that William Salathiel received a stranger, 
Robert of Coldmorton by name, who is an iron-smith; 
therefore he is in mercy, 6 d. ; pledge, Hugh Thomas's son. 
And the said Robert found pledges, namely William 

' Aristotle, son of William, appears in Cart. Rams. i. 392. 
- Sir Ralph is a freehold tenant of the Abbey, It. H. i. 699. 
' i.e. the distress was made. 
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oundo et rcdeundo in villa de Stiuccr sine ulio dctrimento 
alicujus videlicet Willelmum Solatael et Radulfum cle 
Stoiiwc. 

Dc xij. jurat* quia dixerunt quod omnes braciatriccs 
fregerunt assisam cervisie et una tenuit, et pro aliis con- 
tiij. «. cclamentis iiij s. 

Sumina xvs. vj d.' 



^ Visus apud Gyddingg' die Martis proxima ante feetum 8. 
Andree Apostoli anno regni Regis Edwardi xiz* et 
anno domini J. Abbatis quinto coram W. de Wm- 

singl'. 

Nomina juratorum Willclinus filius Willelmi a Bouotun» 
Johannes lo Newoman, Martinus filius Walteri, Johannes 
. . .' Ilcnricus Carpentarius, Robertus Fraunkeleyn Ub'.* 

Tj. Tiij. d. De capitagio dant vj s. viij d. 

A* • • • • • • 

Capitales plcgii jur' dicunt quod Bicardus Tixtor uxor- 
atuR convictus fuit super adulterium ad capitulum cum 
quadani mulicre . . . ubi i)erdidit catalla domini, ideo 
in miscricordia. Condonatur. Plegius Martinus filiuR 
Waltcri/' 

Et dicunt quod Johannes filius Nicholai de Gj'dding* 
rcccptavit quemdam extraneum Willelmum Fykeys extra 
*j ' decenna cxistcntem, ideo in miscricordia vj. d., plegius 

Simon Pekkcr'. 

Et dicunt quod Alanus Scot superoneravit i>asturain 
cum bcstiis suis, ct non habet tencmentuin per quod am- 
«'i «• nmnam dehct habere, ideo in miscricordia vj.d., plegius 

Willelmiis Bycke. De Simone Pecker' pro eodem vj.d., 
plegius Alanus Scot. De Willelmo Messore pro eodem, 
pauper, plegius Willelmus Bycke. 



' KihI of m. 1 d. The other Apprnrs as Robert the Frf^iiiaa in 

inrmlirnnof; nir of latrr dftlo. It. H., i. filW. 

' 111. 4. • Ale-tjwtrrs* report and contf- 

' John'<« Rurnamo is illegible. quent amercenicntii. 

* SeeiiiitiKly. Uolwrt Franklain is * Compaie the cntrjr about Jotm 

flif onl}- frcMiuin iiiK)n tlic jury; he Monk on p. 99. 
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And they say that Sarah Monk holds a cottage of the 
Abbot and took to it a husband from the homage of Reg- 
inald Grey,* wherefore the said cottage was seized into the 
hand of the lord by the reeve of Gidding who hung a lock 
on the door of the said cottage ; and the said Sarah came 
and brake the lock with a stone and committed hamsoken. 
Therefore she is in mercy ; pledge, John Monk. And for 
that she married without the lord's leave, let her be dis- 
trained to make fine for her gersum. And none the less 
let the said messuage be seized into the lord's hands and the 
issues thereof be answered for, and the said Sarah be in 
mercy, 6d. 

And they say that Alice wife of John Bert in evil 
manner took a sheet that was hanging on the hedge of 
William Roger's son and thereof made herself a shirt. 
Therefore she is .in mercy, 6 d. ; pledges, William above 
Town and John Hawise's son. 

Due from the whole township for not keeping watch, 5 s. 

[And they say that John Monk still continues his 
luxury with Sarah Hewen wife of Simon Hewcn and is con- 
stantly attending divers chapter courts where frequently 
he loses the lord's goods by reason of his adultery with 
Sarah, as has often been presented before now, nor will he 
be chastened. Therefore be he in the stocks. And after- 
wards he made fine with one mark on the security of John 
Lach, John Beneathton, Walter King, Simon Bayllon, 
Walter Franklain, and John of Cottenham; and all the 
said pledges undertake that if the said John at any time 
hereafter be again convicted of adultery with the said 
Sarah, they will bring him back and restore him to the 
stocks, there to remain until they have some other com- 
mand from the lord or his steward.] 

' He holds of the Abbot the manor of Hcmingford Grey. 
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IV. THE ABBOT OF RAMSEY'S COURT AT 

KING'S lUPTON. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

IIkrk follow extracts from a sot of rolls of the manor of Riptoo 
iiogis in Iluntingdonsliire (Augmentation Oflice, P. 28, No. 94), 
which rolls begin in 1288 and run on, though with many gaps, 
into the roign of Edward II. My attention to their peculiar 
importance was drawn by Dr. Vinogradoff, who will make use of 
them in his forthcoming work on English Land Tenarcs. 

T)ie manor of King's liipton lay in the middle of what we 
have called the Abbot's ' home estate/ surrounded by his manors 
uf Abbot's Uipton, Broughton, llurst, Houghton and Stukeley. 
Anyone perusing the extents in the Ramsey Cartulary will see 
at once that King's liipton is a manor of an uimsual kind 
(i. 807). It is ancient demesne of our lord the King. True 
that tliifl does not appear on the face of Domesday Dock. The 
King is not there credited with any land at Ripton. Ho has 
however a manor of 15 hides at Hartford (D. D. i. 208 b) and in 
the Hundred ItoUs we fnid (ii. 601) that ' Herford cum Riptoua* 
was formerly royal demesne. I think that there could bo little 
doubt that in 108G the royal estate at what came to be called 
King's Ripton was reckoned part of the royal estate at Hartford. 
At any rate King's Ripton was always treated as ancient 
demesne. Henry I. granted * nianerium mcum de Riptona*to 
the Abbot at an annual rent of 8/. (Chron. Rams. 288); the 
charter was confirmed by succeeding kings ; thus the Abbot 
rounded ofT his home estate. But the men of King's Ripton 
w(>rc troublesome tenants, very unlike the villans on the other 
manors. I do not think that there was a true freoholder among 
thein ((*art. Hams. i. «M08, unless it was Henry the Freeman who 
used to hold on the same terms as the others but only paid rent 
when the extrnt was made), but they were royal sokemen pro- 
te('te<l by the Moiii*t)avcf nut and Parvum Iheve dc Jicctc^ %iv\ 
the Abbot could not increase their services. 
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Tlie best picture of the situatiou as it was at the beginning 
of Edward I/s reign is given by two records of Monstraverunt in 
the Court of King's Bench, of which, though rather long, a trans- 
lation shall be given. 

Coram Rege, Trin. 3 Edw. I. Roll No. 17. m. 14 d. 

* Huntingdon, — The Abbot of Ramsey was attached to answer 
Reginald le Stalkere, Hugh John's son, John le Stalkere and 
Simon le Eyr, mpn of the manor of Kyngesrypitton' which was 
of the ancient demesne of the crown of our lord the King, of a 
plea wherefore he distraineth them to do other customs and 
other services than they were accustomed to do in the times 
when the said manor was in the hands of the predecessors of our 
lord the King, kings of England, and whereof the said men com- 
plain that whereas in the time, of King Cnout when the said 
manor was in the hands of the said King their ancestors held 
their tenements by the services hereunder written, to wit, by 
rendering for every virgate of land 5 s. by the year and by giving 
after the death of every ancestor for a relief 2 s. 6d., and for 
a greater tenement more and for a lesser tenement less, and by 
giving tallage whensoever the King tallaged his other manors, 
and all their ancestors held their tenements by the said services 
until the conquest of England and from the conquest until the 
time of King Henry grandfather [sic] of King John grandfather 
of our lord the now King until the time of a certain Abbot of 
Ramsey, Robert Dogge * by name, who in the time of the said 
King Henry distrained their ancestors to give a relief at his will 
and likewise tallage year by year and likewise merchet for marry- 
ing their daughters and to do ' ploughings and reapings in the 
autumn and other undue customs, and from the time of the said 
King all the Abbots succeeding the said Abbot until now distrain 
them and all their ancestors to do the said undue services and 
undue customs, whereby they say that they are deteriorated and 
have damage to the value of £100, and thereof they produce 
suit. 

* And the Abbot by his attorney cometh and defcndeth tort 
and force when etc., and saith that he ouglit not to answer them 
to this writ because in their count they make no mention of 
having been in the estate in which they were in the time of King 

' Robert Trianel was abbot from jeant of Henry II., held land at 

1180 to 1200; he had been Prior of. Ripton early in Henry's reign, and 

Northampton. Robert of Reading was in litigation against the Abbot ; 

was abbot from 1202 to 1214. But Chron. Rams. 201-2. The memory 

a certain DogK^ or Doggus, a scr- of the homines may be faulty. 
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Knout (which estate they claim to have) in the time of any king 
of whom memory may be had {alicujtis regis de quo memoria 
habcri j^ossit) nor of whose time a writ of right runneth or a 
verification by the country may be made, and becaase the said 
Reginald and the others confess that the said Abbot and his 
predecessors have been in seisin of perceiving from them and 
their ancestors the services whicli they now refuse to perform 
from time whereof the writ of riglit runneth not. 

' And Reginald and tlie others do well confess that the said 
Abbot and his predecessors have been in seisin of perceiving from 
them and their ancestors the said undue services from Uie time 
of the said King Henry of wliom they make mention iji tlieir 
count, but forasmucli as this writ which is granted in favour of 
the demesnes of our lord the King hath no prescription of time 
they crave judgment whetlier by reason of any lapse of time they 
can be excluded from their action. 

' Afterwards the said Abbot cometh and answeretli further and 
saith that they ought and were wont at the time aforesaid to hold 
their tenements not by the said seri'ices only but also by many 
other services, to wit, by such services as appear in a plea on tlie 
morrow of All Souls between the said Abbot and other men of 
Ripton in a similar action and of tin's he puts himself upon the 
country. 

' And the men likewise. 

' Therefore the sherifT is commanded that ho do cause to come 
in the Octaves of S. Hilary wheresoever etc. twelve etc. by whom 
etc. to recognise in such form as is contained as aforesaid in the 
roll of Michaelmas term on the morrow of All Souls.* 

Coram Roge, Mich. 3-4 Edw. I. Roll No 18. m. 31 d. 

' IJufitiugdon, — The Abbot of Ramsey was attached to answer 
Ralph of Ry pton, Hugh Rertelot, Nicholas of Boclande, John in 
the Hurn', Hugh Russell, Ivo Walter's son, William of liamsey, 
Rry til wold Henry's son, Nicholas Hugh's son, Stephen ltobert*s 
8011, Thomas Humplircv'H son, Nicholas •lolin's son and Thomas 
Simon's son men of the Abbot of Ramsey of the manor of Kinges- 
ri])tone, which wvlr in the ancient demesne of the King's crown, of 
a plea wlior(.*foro, whereas the said men ought to hold their lands 
and tenoniciitsiii the said manor by services certain' and they and 
all their nnci'stors in the times in which the said manor wa^t in the 
hands of tin* Kinf,''fl predecessors, king** of I'in^Ianc), were wont 
U) hold tiir said tenements pcacraldy by the said sei vices, which 

' ccttnin in the hoii.so otfijcttl. 
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services they themselves are now ready to do to the said Abbot 
as they and their ancestors have been wont to do for the said 
tenements, the said Abbot doth so heavily and beyond measure 
{graviter et enormiter) distrain the said tenants to do to him 
other customs and other services for the said tenements that by 
reason thereof they are compelled to relinquish their lands and 
tenements, and moreover doth cause the said men and their 
beasts to be taken and arrested in markets and other places out- 
side the franchise of the said manor, and other enormous things 
to them doth to the damage of the said men £100 and against 
the peace etc., and whereof the said men by their attorney com- 
plain that whereas their ancestors in the time of King Henry 
grandfather of our lord the now King were wont to hold their 
land by services certain, to wit, for every virgate of land 5 s. by 
the year, and for a relief after the death of their ancestors for 
every virgate of land 2 s. 6 d. and for a greater tenement more and 
for a less less, and by giving tallage whenever our lord the King 
doth tallage his other manors by way of certain tallage by the 
taxation of their peers, for all services, the said Abbot doth dis- 
train them to do other customs and divers other services in 
other manner than they ought or have been used to do, whereby 
they say that they are deteriorated and have damage to the value 
of jglOO. 

' And the said Abbot cometh and defendeth tort and force 
when etc. and saith that in the time of the said King Henry 
great-grandfather of our lord the now King his predecessors 
Abbots of Ramsey were in seisin of the manor of Rippetone, and 
and that the ancestors of the said men at that time did to his 
said predecessors not only the said services but those and many 
others, to wit, for every virgate of land 25 d. by the year, and for 
a relief after the death of their ancestors 5 s. for every virgate of 
land, and for the merchet of their daughters for every daughter 
married 5 s. and for less land less service as the case might be, 
and for the leirwite of their daughters for every daughter con- 
victed thereof 2 s. or less if poverty demanded and one work 
(opcracio) to be done by every of them in every week from 
29 Sept*" to 1 Aug* at any kind of work that might be com- 
manded them by summons; and for a ploughing to be done 
every Friday from 29 Sepf to 1 Aug' with so many heads as 
they have in their plough and every plough shall plough one 
selion as it lies (arrabit unum celionem sicut jacet), and this 
unless a feastday interfere and in that case taking the whole year 
one feast shall be reckoned to the lord and the next to the said 
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mon, savinp^ fifteen days at the feast of Christmas and eight dars 
at Easter and eight at Pentecost in which thej shall not plough 
nor do any other manner of work, but whatever be the kind of 
work that they ought to do, saving in the wood, ihej ought to 
work each day from sunrise to sunset ; and for binding bundles 
(et jn-o facina facicnda) in the meadow of Hay croft so that when 
they shall mow that meadow the whole township shall have 6 d. 
from the Abbot's purse for a drinking bout which ia called 
scotale {ad potacionein ui dicitur scotJiaW), and in case any 
discord or trespass shall there arise among them amends aliall 
be made among themselves and the Abbot shall receive the 
amercement ; and on one day when they reap the aforesaid 
meadow every of tlicm shall have one bundle of grass {Jcuta- 
cuhcm herbc) bound with a tie of grass as large as he can raise 
on the handle of his scythe {super Iiastam /aids), so that should 
the handle be broken by the weight of the grass he shall lose the 
grass but shall not bo punished {occasionabitur) for tliis, and 
also the said men ought to quash {cassare) collect and carry the 
hay into the Abbot's court ; and for three works (operacianes) 
from each of them in every week from 1 Aug^ until tlie com be 
placed in the barn, but they shall do no ploughing while harvest 
lasts ; and to the autumn boon-works {precaria) shall come every 
of them who can carry a scythe as well others as land-tenants, 
save their wives, and each of them shall have a loaf, meat and 
beer, but on one day called the loveboon {lovebone) »ich of them 
at his own cost shall find one man to reap ; also from the time 
when the corn shall be fully collected until Michaelmas they 
shall do works in the same way as after Michaelmas ; and when- 
ever any of them shall work within the vill he shall go to his 
dinner at his own house and afterward shall return to his work ; 
also they ought to do suit to the court of the said Abbot in the 
said manor from three weeks to three weeks on being summoned 
three days in advance, at which courts if any of them be amerced 
he shall give an aniorccmcnt according to the quantity of the mis- 
deed ; and also they ought to be tallagod when our lord Uie King 
tallagcth his boroughs and manors and this by the oath of their 
peers ; and also tlioy shall give in common for meadow 4 s. 8| d. 
whereof 2 d. ate to be levied from John Stalkere and the residue 
is to be levied from all in the vill who have meadow ; also tliey 
shall do one ploughing boon -work at the meat of tlie said Abbot ; 
also every acre of the land whicli is called Ilerilonde sluUl give 
one fartliing by tlio year when it is mown ; also for every pig of 
theirs which is a year old or more they Khali give one penny and 
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for a pig half a year old a halfpenny albeit they be fed with 
grain ; also from every cotman of the four cotmen 4 d. by the 
year and every week one work ; also no sons of the said men 
ought to be ordained without the licence of the said Abbot nor 
may any of the said men leave the said manor without the licence 
of the said Abbot : and that the ancestors of the said men in the 
time of the said King and before and after that time have used to 
do these services to the predecessors of the said Abbot, and not 
merely the customs and services which the said men set forth, he 
puts himself upon the country. 

' And the said men likewise. 

' Therefore the sheriff is commanded that he do cause to 
come in the Octaves of S. Hilary wheresoever etc. twelve etc. by 
whom etc. and who neither etc. to recognise in the form afore- 
said, because both etc. 

' Afterwards in three weeks from Easter-day come the jurors 
who say upon their oath that the said men of Kiggesryptone and 
all their ancestors as men of the said manor in the time of King 
Henry great-grandfather of our lord the now King and after and 
before that time have always used to do all the said services 
which the said Abbot hath set forth, and that all his predecessors 
Abbots of Ramsey from the time aforesaid were in seisin of the said 
services and customs of the said men and their ancestors, saving 
however one particular, namely that if the said men quarrel at 
the scotale (in potatioiie discordaverint) or any trespass be there 
done among them they may well make concord of the matter 
between themselves without the Abbot receiving thence any 
amercement.* 

' And therefore it is considered that the said men and those 
who shall issue from the said men do the said services and 
customs to the said Abbot and his successors Abbots of Ramsey 
henceforth for ever, and that the said men be in mercy.* 

The result of this remarkable lawsuit was therefore in the 
Abbot's favour ; and indeed it may seem strange to us that 
these men of King's Ripton should have dreamt of freeing them- 
selves from services to which on their own showing they had 
been subject for more than a ceiitury and from time beyond 
legal memory. But they get the advantage of the doctrine that 
time does not run against the King. Another curious point is 
that the services which the Abbot successfully claims are in 
veral respects distinctly more onerous than those recorded in 

' Tin's peculiarity is noted in Cart. Rams. i. 399. 
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an extent which seems to be a little older than this plea (Cart. 
Rams. i. 397). In the extent there is no mention of merchet 
(though this is carefully noted in the extents of other manors) 
and no mention of any restraint on the liberty of leaving the 
manor. Near the end of Edward I.'s reign these men got into 
another long litigation with the Abbot about tallage (Madox. 
Exchequer, i. 767). 

Protected collectively by the writ of Monstraverunt against 
any increase of services tlie sokemen were protected individoally 
in the enjoyment of their tenements by the Little Writ of Right, 
I am able to give among the following extracts several actions 
begun by such writs, among others an action against tho Abbot 
himself wliich we can trace through all its stages ; the lord, like 
any other litigant, can be summoned and distrained to come into 
his court and be impleaded there. Our extracts bring out Uie 
point that the suitors of this court wore the judges, or ratlicr 
'judgment-makers' in it, though the lord's steward pre8ide<1. 
Still even on this privileged soil we can see how the example of 
the King's court was constantly tending to depress the suitors, 
to turn them from judges into jurors, to convert a tribunal of 
the old German ty]>e with its Richter and Urtheilfittder into a 
tribunal of the new English type with its judge and jury. 

The court sat as a rule every three weeks. Apparently on 
the other manors the Abbot held a court but twice a year when 
the view of frank-pledge was made. The view of frank-pledge was 
made at King's Kipton also ; but the records relating to this were 
entered along with the similar records relating to the other 
manorp, while the three- weekly court of ancient demesne had 
rolls of its own. It is hoped that enough has been copied to 
show thoir nature. Thoy are full of * surrenders,* differing in 
this respect from most of the contemporary rolls. A brisk traffic 
was done in small parcels of land. How this traffic in roods 
was compatible with the system of virgate holding that we see 
in the extent of the manor is not very clear. The ffne for Uie 
a<lmis8ion of a new tenant was fixed at a i>enny per rood. But 
this applied only when the surrenderee was 'of the blood of 
King's Uipton ' ; a stranger it would seem could gain no right to 
admittnnco without licence, and it is very notic-eable that the 
requisite licence is described, not as the licence of tho lord, but 
the licence of the court. The privileged nature of the tenure 
had engrnderod a privileged race, very tenacious of its land and 
of its customs. A person who is of the blood, of the ' natir 
of King's Uipton is in an utterly different position from t* 
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the * extraneus/ the outsider. This is shown by many entries. 
I will here add the English of one (m. 23) which comes from 
Edward II. *s time and so lies a little outside our period. It 
concerns the law of inheritance. 

* The whole township says that Thomas Arnold who pur- 
chased a messuage and 14 acres of land in the vill of King's 
Ripton has died seised of the whole of the said tenement ; and 
they say that one Ralph Arnold his -brother is his nearest heir 
by blood ; but they say that by the custom of the manor 
Nicholas son of John in the Nook is the nearest heir of the said 
Thomas to hold that tenement according to the custom of the 
manor, for that the said John in the Nook father of the said 
Nicholas who was of the blood of the vill (de consatiguinitate 
ville) married Margaret sister of the said Thomas which said 
Margaret was born at ** Byry " near Ramsey,* upon whom he 
begot [the said Nicholas] who now demands the land.' 

This case is reserved for the Abbot's own hearing. It illustrates 
the desire of the sokeinen themselves to maintain an exclusion of 
outsiders. Only persons of the privileged blood may hold the 
privileged tenements, even though the common rules of inherit- 
ance are thus set aside. 

The numerous surrenders on these rolls bring out the point 
that the idea of one man being seised of land to the use {ad opics) 
of another was a familiar idea enough in the manorial sphere 
long centuries before the Court of Chancery began to coerce the 
* feoffee to uses ' with a writ of subpoena. Land is habitually 
surrendered into the lord's hand * to the use * {ad opus) of a new 
tenant.* There can, it is believed, be no doubt that our word 
itse when used in such a context is legitimately descended, not 
from the Latin ics'icSy but from the Latin optis, which becomes in 
French oes, ues ; but the confusion of the two words began at an 
early time. (See Law Quarterly Review, iii. 115.) 



' That is at Bury, which adjoins 
Ramsey but is some five miles from 
Ilipton. Nicholas's mother, through 
whom he was connected with the 
dead man, was not of the Ripton 
blood ; but his father was, and so he 
is to be preferred to his maternal 
uncle. 

' I do not mean to imply that when 
a customary tenant surrendered 



land into the hands of the lord to 
the use of a purchaser there was 
any legal process for enforcing this 
* use,' though if the manor were on 
the ancient demesne it might be 
rash to say that the little writ of right 
could not be employed for the pur- 
pose. This explanation is called 
for by a kind criticism coming from 
America. 



VOL. II. 
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[CURIA ABBATIS RAMESIENSIS. APUD 
RIPTONAM REGIS.] 

Curia de Ripton' Regis die VeneriB ante festum 8. Qre- 
gorii Pape anno domini J. Abbatis seoundo ooram 
W. de Bereford et W. de Waasingle. 

• •••••• 

Beatrix que fuit uxor Willclmi de Alkcmunebjr' tulit 
breve rotulo attacliiatum ' de racionabili dote sua habenda 
secundum usum. et consuetudinem manerii de Ripton' 
Regis versus Thomam le Clerk de Wystowe et alios in 
eodem brevi contentos. Et ipse Thomas et omnes alii 
veniunt et petunt sibi concedi leges et consuctudinos bac* 
tenus usiiaias in cadem curia, scilicet quod habeant sicat 
semper pretcritis temporibus habuerunt ut dicunt trcs sum- 
moniciones trcs districiones et tria ossonia antequam appa- 
reant ct post apparantiam si fecerint defaltam quod capietur 
terra in manum domini, et nisi terra ilia sic capta reple- 
viata fuerit infra xv. dies, quod terra eadem omntno fuisset 
amissa, quod quidem per sencscallum concessum fuit eisdeni 
et prefixa est eis prima curia die Veneris proxima ante 
Annunciacionem B. Marie. 

Hugo Grading reddit in manum domini ad opus 
Johannis Pikard iij. acras jacentes super Scbortbepeje et 
xiij. ,1. unam rodam super Ilaldcshelle, xiij. d. 

Johannes Otes solvit sursum unam rodam torre jacentem 
j 'I. apud Brokes ad opus Roberti .Blurt de Brocton', j. d. 

Hugo Gracleng reddit sursum unam rodam ot unum bot 

' Auf^mrntalion OfTIce Court holes by mcani of which it 
Rolln. Tortf. '23. No. 91, in. 3. ittached to the roll ar« ▼itiblt. 

' The writ has perished, but the 
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half an acre at Saxpes to the use of Stephen Eobat ; [fine,] 
2d. 

The said Hugh surrenders a half acre of land lying 
upon Threherdole to the use of Bartholomew Brit's son ; 
[fine,] 2 d. 

The same Hugh surrenders 5 roods of land lying upon 
Saxpes to the use of Hugh in the Nook ; [fine,] 5 d. 



Court of King's Ripton on the Friday next before Palm 
Sunday in the second year of Abbot John [A.D. 
1288]. 



The said Beatrix [widow of William of Alconbury] 
demands against Andrew Cuty a moiety of two roods of 
meadow and against John Dene a moiety of one acre of 
land and of three roods of land and against Richard Bailof 
a moiety of one rood of land. The defendants come and 
crave leave to make concord and they make concord by 
leave [of the court] on the terms that Beatrix do recover 
her seisin of the said lands and that Andrew, John * and 
Richard be in mercy for the unjust detention. Each of 
them is pledge for the other, and the bailiflf is commanded 
to give her full seisin. Andrew's fine, 12 d. ; John's, 12 d. ; 
Richard's, 6 d. 

Nicholas Aiuiold surrenders one rood of land lying upon 
Asselinel between the land of Roger William's son and the 
land of Hugh Chapman to the use of John Pickard. 

NicJiolas Hall surrenders three roods of land at 
Hapselhall to the use of John Pickard. 

The whole township says that Walter Dene makes 
default, and therefore it is ordered that he be distrained. 

' But John's name is struck out. 
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Ouria de Ripton' Regis die Lune proxima ante featum 
Tyborty et Waleraini anno domini J. Abbatia ii*. 

1 • « • • • • • 

Hugo Greleng queritur de Johanne Dike de eo qnod 
idem Johannes ipsum defamavit ipsum vocando furem ei 
alia enormia ei intulit die Veneris proxima post festum 8. 
Scolastice Yirginis ultimo preterito contra pacem et ad 
dampnum ipsius Hugonis dim. m. 

Et Johannes venit et dcfendit etc. ct dicit quod ipsum 
non defamavit nee alia enormia ei intulit ad dampnum etc. 
et hoc vult quod inquiratur secundum consuetudinem 
mancrii. Et Hugo similiter. 

Jur' dicunt quod Johannes defamavit dictum Hugonem 

sicut ei imposuit ad dampnum etc. Ideo consideratum est 

rrecepiom quod dictus Johauncs pro transgressione in misericordia et 

dictus Hugo recuperet dampna etc. Relaxantur ad vj. d., 

Tj.d. Tj. d. plegii Nicholaus Neweman et Yvo filius Walter!. 

• •••••• 

Beatrix que fuit uxor Willelmi de Alcmunbiri optolit se 
versus Thomara le Clerc de Wistowe, Johannem Ptkard, 
Willelmum de luyngeho, Henricum de Brocton', Willelmum 
filium Willelmi, Rogerum filium Willelmi et Henricum 
filium Simonis Provost de placito terre, et summoniti sunt, 
et Bummonicio testificata est, et non veniunt, ideo consider- 
atum est quod tcrcio summoneantur secundum consuetu- 
dinem mancrii. 

• •••••• 



Curia de Ripton' Regis die Invencionis 8. Crucis anno 
domini J. Abbatis secundo. 
• •••••• 

Ivo CIcricus vonit in curiam et recognovit sc esse unus* 
de plcgiis Bcatricis relicte Willelmi de Alcmundbyr' ad 

' Three eMoint . ' Sic 
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iM)lvcnd ' Willelino Med* filio Johannifi de IUu(*lc ocUxl«^tm 
donarios pro quodam brcvi qucxl idem Willtlinufi iin|ieirmTil 
ad opus prefate Beairicin de placiio iorre TemiM iiij. 
lioininoR bi prefata lk»atrix eidem Willrlmo non satt«fe«-rnt. 
Idc<) AaiiHfaciat ei ciira feHium S. Triniiatin, et pro injiitU 
deU'iicioiie ent in nii84Ticordia. riegiun uiriunqat^ Joliantic* 
filiuH SiinoniH. 

Willelmus liliun Johannis de Ilauel' qiiercns oplulit 9^ 
vcrHiiH lleiiricuin filium Simonis plegium lk»«lricts qiH» foil 
uxor Willolini do Alcmundehyr* qui quidem lienricuii non- 
dum attachiaiur* ideo prrcrptum quod attachirtur. 

I • • • • • • • 



* Curia de Ripton* Regis die Lune proxima poal feelum 
8. Dunstani anno domini J. Abbatta aecundo. 

3« • • • • • • 

Doatrix quo full uxor Willelnii de Alkmundbjrr' o|>tulit 
80 versus Johannem lo Stalkere de placiio quod reddai ti 
niediotatein unius acre terre cum |>ertinenciii in Ktnge 
Kipton' qui quidem Johannes vocavii inde ad warmnUim 
Johannem Tycard in curia tenia die Veneris ante d«Htniiii- 
cam proximam Pahnarum anno J. Abliaiis secundo. £i 
idem Johannes Tjcard fuii presens in curia ei pnauii se 
8ui>or rotuloB utrum warantizare debeai m^no, ei daioa 
fuii dies partibus ad vidend* rot* ad proximam curiam, ad 
quam curiam soil, die Lune proxima ante ft^siuro SS. 
Tibur( ii et Vnleri.ini idem Johannes Tycard fecit sr f«ao- 
niari vcihum Johunnrni le Stalkere do placito etc. ci Jo- 
hannes Iv Stalkrrr optulii se et datus fuit eisdiesad proxi- 
mam cuiiiini (uil. die Lune in festo Invenctonis S. Cruets, 
ad quam cuiiam Johannes Tycard fecit defaltam et Johannes 

* A fmirtitrnUrj rntrj thnmt ihftt iWAtrit it |*r<>cr«^ltnK «iUi h«f ftc€«p« 
for «lo«rr. Thr time Hm now comt (f>r a ftr«t dittr«M af aifttt mmm ol thm 

* m 1 . * An rtfoin. 



<lum 
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le Sialkere optulit se et peciit judicium etc. post apparen- 
ciam. Et datus fuit dies etc. scil. die Lnne prozima post 
festum S. Dunstani. Ad quam curiam idem Johannes 
itcrum facit defaltam, et Johannes le Stalkere optalit se et 
petit judicium etc. Et super hoc tota curia petit respectum 
de judicio reddendo usque ad proximam curiam. 



* [Curia] apud Ripton' Regis die Martis proxima post ft«- 
tum 8. Jacob! Apostoli anno J. Abbatia Tii*. 

De Johaime le Stalkere quia non venit ad arruram 
[Tj.d.] domini \j, d. plogius Hugo Pahnerus. 
[Tj. d.] De Ilugone in Angulo pro eodem vj. d. plegius Nicholaus 

le Newcman. 
[Tj.d] De Badulfo le Sweyn pro eodem vj. d. plegius Johannes 

le Stalkere. 

2 9 • • • • • • 

Johannes iilius Willclmi att'achiatur per plegium Jo- 
hannis Dyke et Nicholai in Angulo quia non venit ad 
arruram domini. Qui quidem Johannes venit in curiam et 
dicit Bc nullam bestiam propriam habere unde possit arrare 
mcmoniii- nisi cx mutuo unde dicit et allegat quod quamdiu bestias 
niutuaverit ad arrandum non debet domino respondcrc de 
aliqua arrura et inde ponit se in registro llamesiensi. Et 
ideo querendum est registrum citra proximam curiam. 

Convictum est per subscriptos jur' videlicet i>er 
Ilugonem in Angulo, Wariiium Gilebert, Simonem Ic Eyr, 
AVillelmum le Neweman, Johannem filiuni Simonis, Ilu- 
gonem Blosme, Johannem le Stalkere, Thomam filium 
Simonis, Nicholaum Carpun, Johannem Palmerum, Ilo- 
gerum de Ramnies' et Nicholaum in Angulo quod Johannes 
de Grauel' non insultavit Cristianam Arnold ncc cam 

* m. 4. 'A few furnial ontricg relating to actions of lre«|)an. 
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verbcravit nee cistam suam fregit nee ipsam extra domom 
suam ejccit sieut ei imposuit. Ideo eadem Cmtiana pro 
[▼j.]d. falso claniore in miscricordia vj.d. plegius prepofutus. 

• •••••• 

Prcsentaiiim est quod Hugo Graeleng solvit sursum 
extra curiam ad opus Thome Aspelon de Broucton* liberi 
unam poriionem cujusdam meauagii eontineiitem in longi- 
tudino sex perticatas et deeem pedes et in iatitudine anam 

Pirceptum acram ct iiij. pedes. Ideo preceptum est quod eapiatur in 
manum domini. 

Nicliolaus de Aula in plena euria reddife sorsum in 
manum domini ad opus Henriei filii Simonis dim. acram 
terre jacentem in Westcroft inter terram Johannis filii 
Simonis ex una parte et terram Bieardi de Bernewell* ex 
altera parte. Et idem Henricus quia traxit originem in 

u. d. Bipton' Begis dat pro eadem ij. d. 

Custodcs autumpni Johannes le Stalkcre, Simon le Eyr, 
Thomas iilius Simonis, Johannes Balmerus, Nieholaus 
Arnold, et Nicliolaus Carpcn*. 

Nicholaus de Aula reddit sursum ad opus Thome filii 

Simonis Propositi unam rodam terre super Madforlong 

inter terram Thome Propositi et terram Thome Aspelon, 

qui quidem Thomas natebatur * in Bipton' Begis dat pro 

J. d. eadem j.d. 

!• • • • • • • 



' Curia de Ripton' Regis die Lune proxima ante festum 
S. Johannis Baptiste anno regni [Regis Edwardi) 
xxii* et J. Abbatis viii'. 

Nicholaus Arnold* roddit in manum domini j. rodam 
J.H. terre jacentem apud le .... [ad opus] Thome filii Si- 

monis juxta terram ejusdem Thome. 

4* • • • • • • 

Preceptum est bodoUo quod summoneri facial Abtiaiem 
BamoRionRom quod sit ad proximam curiam ad respon- 

' Sir. * m. 4 d. 

* Tlir n«*xt court of n-hich tlirrn * Two tarrcfidert ■imilar to Ibt 

ii A iccoid nA!« held in March 1301. lajtt, each of a rood. 
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dendum Johanne filie Willelmi de Alcmundebyri de plaeito 
terre, et dicta Johanna habet diem in tres septimanas. 
1 • • • • • • • 

^ Johannes le Stalkere queritiir de Henrico de Swyndon' 
de eo quod ipse in pace . . . die Martis proxima post 
Pascha hoc anno ubi dictus Johannes cepit unum bovem 
... in prato suo quod vocatur le Pyttil et eum fugavit in 
parcum domini in eadem . . . dictus Henricus ' et abdnxit 
bovem sine licencia et preterea verberavit ip^um eodem die 
. . . eadcm villa ad dampnum suum xx. a. et inde pro- 
ducit seciam. 

Et predictus Henricus venit et non defendit verba 

curie prout deceret et . . . inde judicium. Ideo con- 

sideratum quod dictus Johannes recuperet dampna • • . ad 

mC vj. d. et quod habeat returnum bovis et dictus Henricus 

▼i<t pro transgrcssione in misericordia per plegium • . . et 

Stcphani llobat. 

Bartholomeus Sweyn queritur de Thoma Aspelon et 
Cristina uxorc ejus de eo quod ipsi [in pace] domini Abbatis 
die Veneris proxima post festum Purificacionis B. Virginis 
hoc anno ipsum implacitaverunt coram Offic* domini Archi* 
diaconi Uuntedonie de placito pertinente ad curiam domini 
Abbatis ad dampnum suum xx. s., et inde producit sectam. 
Et prcdicti Thomas et Cristina veniunt et non defendunt 
verba curie nee respondent ad querelam predictam. Ideo 
consid(a-aiuin est quod predictus Bartholomeus recuperet 
ms dampna sua que taxantur ad vj. d. et pro transgressione in 

rj.d. misericordia, per plegium Nicholai Arnold et Willelmi le 

Neucnian. 

Willelmus Umfrey, Johannes de Hale fucrunt plegii 
Bcatricis de Uale regraterisse cervisie quod venirct ad 
istam curiam ad respondendum de transgrcssione vend* 
servic* * contra assisam, que non venit, ideo dicti plegii in 

* An action of debt. * Tlie margin of the roll is damtf^d. 

* Supply vcnit. * Sic ; oorr. cervUu, 
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misericordia, et nichilominus prcdicta Beatrix distriiigatur 
ut prius (postea condonatur quia pauper est). 



' Curia apud Riptou' Regis die Lune in orastino Trans- 
lacionis 8. Benedieti anno, regni Regis Edwardi 
xxii*. et anno domini J. Abbatis viii*. 

. . . fir Thoino Prcpositi solvit sursum ad manum 
domini ad opuB Rogcri do l^amcs* quartain partem unius 
Hrffdte tcrrc ct quartam partem unius mesuagii cum pcr- 
tincnciis in Riptou' et dabit in gersuma xv. d. Et postea 
rcjiit idem liogerus et solvit Rursum ad manum domini ad 
opus Magistri Willclnii Garpentar* fratris sui medietatem 
dicte tcrre cum pertinenciis et non dc mcsuagto et dat in 
gersuma vij. d. ob. 

Convictum est per vicinos jurat* quod Bartholomcus 
Sweyn non intravit in curiam Johannis filii Willelmi sicut 
ei impoHuit nee asportavit stramen ad valenciam trium 
Rolidorum, idco dictus Johannes pro false clamore in miseri* 

mJk cordia vj. d. et dictus Bartholomcus eat quietus. Plegius 

^i**- dicti Johainiis, Hugo Talmerus. 

Convictum est per vicinos jurat* quod una bus ct 
quimpic purcolli Johannis fihi Willolmi intraverunt in 
curiam Bartholomei Swoyn et dampnum fecerunt in porett' 
et in ollerihus dicti Bartholomei ad dampnum suum ij. d. 
Idco satlKfaciat vi de dictis ij. d. et pro trausgressione in 

{mu| misericurdia (condonatur quia supra,) plegii Thomas 

CujK'rc et Nicholaus Arnold. 

9« • • • • • • 

[Johanna filia] Willelmi de Alkemundebirii optulit so 
versus Dominum Johnnnem Abbatom de Bames* de placito 

terre scmol per Willelmum le Ncwenian 

ct Nicholainn le Ncweman. Et preceptum est quod iterura 
summoneatur. 

!• • • • • • • 

' ni. a. * The other entries are for tht 

' A frw othrr oiitiit'S siiuilnr to more part surrcnderf : the rmte ol 
the abu\<\ line in a pennjr per rood. 
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[Court at] King's [Ripton on] [the feast of S. Peter 

at] Chains * in the said year [A.D. 1284]. 

[Joan daughter of William of Alconbury] appeared 
against the lord John Abbot of Ramsey in a plea of land ; 
[and he has been summoned the second time by] . - . 
Newman and Wilham Humphrey. And it is ordered that 
he be summoned a third time. 



Court of King's Ripton on the Vigil of S. [Bartholomew 
in the] eighth [year of Abbot John, A.D. 1284]. 

• •••••• 

Joan daughter of William of Alconbury appeared 
against John Abbot of Bamsey in a plea of land ; and he 
has been thrice summoned, [the third time by] . . . son 
of Robert of Stukeley and John Dyke. And it is ordered 
that the lord abbot be distrained. 



[Court of King's Ripton on the vigil] of the Exaltation of 
Holy Cross in the said year. 

• «****• 

[Joan daughter of William of Alconbury appeared 
against] John Abbot of Ramsey in a plea of land ; and he 
has been distrained once [and does not come. Therefore it 
is ordered that he be distrained] a second time. 



Court of King's Ripton on Monday next after the feast 
of S. Michael in the ninth year of the lord John 
Abbot and the twenty-second of King Edward [A.D. 
1294]. 

[Joan] daughter of William of Alconbury appeared 
against John Abbot of Ramsey in a plea of land ; and he 

* This feast is 1 August. This 23 August ; the next on Monday 13 
court was probably holden on Mon- September ; the next on Monday 4 
day 2 August ; the next on Monday October. 

p 2 



116 PLACITA IN CURIIS MAONATUM ANGUS. 

districtus est.. [Et preceptum est] qnod dictus dominuB 
Abbas distringatur tercio. 

[Henricus] de Swyndone queritur de Johanne le Salkere 
super CO quod dictus Johannes venit die Sabbati proxima 
ante . . . Marie ultimo preterito ad Margariam uxorem 
Nicholai de Aula ubi ipsum Henricum defamavit . . . 
latronem, seductorem et intcrfectorem hominum et alia 
enormia et dixit [quod ipse] Henricus [interfecit] Nicholaom 
filium Buum qui adhuc vivit, et inde non fuit contenptua* 
set die dominica sequenti . . . litteram ad Dominam 
Eogerum de Aschcrigge clericum Domini Regis et rectorem 
ecclesie de . . . llegis per quam ipsum Henricum violenier 
defamavit per verba predicta et alia enormia iu predicta 
[littera scrijpia et eciam quod non fuit dignus manere in 
villa de llipton* llegis nee in aliis villis, quia bomicida eet 
[et interfecit] Nicholaum filium suum qui adhuc vivit, qua 
de causa dictus Dominus Rogerus subtraxit tree [ann]o8 de 
termino suo de ecclesia de Uipton' Regis quam habet ad 
firniani de dicto Domino Rogero ad detrimentum suum 
triginta solidorum et ad grave dampnum suum viginti 
solidorum, et quod hoc sit verum duxit sectam. 

Et Johannes le Stalkcre presens fuit et noluit* de- 
fendere verba curie set dixit quod non tenetur respondere 
raciono quod non summonitus ncc attachiatus fuit' ubi 
habuit unam vaccam in parco domini nomine districtioniii 
et ballivus tesiificavit quod Jtionitus fuit die dominica pre- 
cedeuti qualiter dictus Henricus questus fuit super ipsum 
et pro quo voluit distringere ipsum. Et dictus Henricus 
petit judicium de dicto Johanne tamquam indefensum. Et 
dictus Johannes ponit se in tola curia utrum debet re- 
spondere nee ne, que peciit respectum usque ad proximam 

• 

' Sic. what follows it ao objceUvt 

' PoBsibly voluit ; but noluit statemont of fact. The Aral ttep in 

gives the better sense : see Qlossarj, an action is extra-judicial : il eon- 

f .▼. vfrba cut i>. sists in summoning or attaching tht 

* There is no stop ; but I think defendant ; of court* thert it do 

that John's plea ends here, and that writ. 
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cariam, cui concessum est ita quod dictns Johannes venial 
sine cssonio, et esse in eodem statu sicut hodie sub pena 
dim. mar., sicut tota curia ipsum manucepit, et si vere- 
dictum sit quod dictus Johannes debuit respondere dictus 
Johannes remaneat indefensus et super judicium. 



Ouria de Ripton' Regit die Lune proxima ante festum 
SS. Apostolorum 8imoni6 et Jade anno regni Regit 
Edwardi xxii* et anno domini J. Abbatit ix*. 

Johannes Abbas Barnes' essoniat se de placito terre 
per Nicholaum fiHum Johannis versus Johannam filiam 
Willelmi de Alkemundcbirii j^ affidavit. Et dicta Johanna 
querens optulit se versus dictum Johanncm Abbatem et 
habent diem ad proximam curiam in tres septimanat. 

[In amore] prece parcium Ilenricus de Swyndone 
querens et Johannes le Stalkcre defendens et econverso 
habent diem concordandi usque ad proximam curiam. 



* [Ouria apud] Ripton' Regis die Lune proxima ante feetum 
S. Edwardi Archiepiscopi anno regni Regit Edwardi 
xxii* et anno domini J. Abbatis ix*. 

Abbas Karnes' essoniat se versus Johannam filiam 
Willelmi dc Alkcmundc de placito terre jier Alanum filium 
Willelmi ij*". Et dicta Johanna optulit se et habent diem 
usque ad proximam curiam in tres septimanas. 

i • • • • • • • 

' m. fi. 

' Ilenrj of Swindon and John Stalker essoin ihemtclvcs. 



) 
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. . . Nioh' apud Ripton' Begis anno domini J. Abbatit 
ix* et anno regni Begis Sdwardi zxiii*. 

[Johannes] Abbas Rames' essoniat se versus Johannam 
filiam Willelmi de Alkemundebirii de placito [terre] per 
Willclmum Pykerel iij". Et dicta Johanna querens optuht 
se versus dictum Abbatem. Et [dies datus est] usque 
proximam curiam in mensem. 

• •••••• 

De Johanne le Stalkere dcfcndente pro licencia con- 
Tj. d. cordandi cum Henrico de Swyndon' querente vj.d., plegius 

Thomas filius Simonis. 

• •••••• 

Bartholomcus Swejn queriturdeNicbolao filio Hugonis 
in Angulo super eo quod dictus * tenetur ei in v. d. [solven]d' 
in quindecim dies ante Purificacionem B. Marie de j. 
bovetto sibi vendito. Et dictus Nicholaus . . .' deP 
verba curie diccns quod sibi videtur quod respondere non 
tenetur racione quod non duxit sectam nee ccrtum diem 
solucionis nominavit. Et pars ad versa quod sic. Et partes 
pecienint quod inquiratur [per] villat' que dixit quod suffi- 
cient' duxit sectam. Postea testificatum fuit per totam 

f»i<miiK|ni. [villatam'] quod dictus Nicholaus tenebatnr dicto Bartho- 
lomeo in predictis v. d. Ideo dictus Nicholaus pro injusta 

lij d. dctencione in misericordia iij. d. plegius Thomas le Cupere. 



* Curia de Bipton' Begis die Lune prozima post Ciroum- 
cisionem Domini anno regni Begis Sdwardi xxiii* 
et domini J. Abbatis ix*. 

Ilonricus de Swyndon' queritur de Willelmo filio Rogeri 
lo Newoinan super eo quod dictus Willelmus die Venerii 

' Supplj Sicholaus, 

' IllrKible : probablj we should lupplj wnii §i ; NicbolM^msd* Um 
formal ilffcnro before he took ezccpiion. 

* Hard I J a trace of the word remains. * m. 6 d. 
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proxima ante festum Decollacionis S. Joliannis Baptiste 
anno rcgni Bcgis Edwardi xxij® in campis de Ript* in 
quadam quarentena que vocata cfit Longclond* ubi' as- 
portavit iiij. garbas frumcnti dicti Henrici precii liij.d., et 
nicbiloniinus prcdictus Willelmus in dictum Ilenricum 
insulium fecit et ipsum percussit cum quadam virga super 
capud et similiter cum quadam furca fereaet cultelloet alia 
enormia ei intulit ad grave dampnum ipsius Henrici xx. 
8ol. et contra paccm etc. 

Et prcdictus Willelmus venit et defendit vim et injuriam 
quando etc. et bene defendit quod predicto die et anno 
nullum ei fecit insultum cum cultello nee cum furca sicut ei 
imponit et petit quod inquiratur per patriam. 

Et prcdictus Ilenricus petit judicium de predicto 
Willelmo tamquam indefenso in hoc quod inculpavit 
predictum Willelmum quod percussit eum cum quadam 
virga super capud nee illud nominatim defendit petit 
judicium etc. 

Et prcdictus Willelmus dicit quod satis defendit prout 
ei visum est in hoc quod defendit quicquit' fuit contra 
pacem et dampna sua xx. s. et insultum cum furca et 
cultello et petit judicium etc. Et datus est eis dies de 
audiendo judicio suo ad proximam curiam. 

Johanna iilia Willelmi de Alkemundebirii petit versus 
Abbatem de Bames' octo acras terre cum pertuienciis in 
lUptonc ut jus suum per breve secundum consuetudinem 
manor! i, etc. 

Et prcdictus Abbas per Thomam le Clerck atturnatnm 
suum venit et defendit jus predicte Johanne et petit inde 
visum etc. Ilabcat. Et habcnt diem usque proximam 
curiam in tres septimanas.' 



* Corr. VI ? it wm a writ directing the rf«eptioQ 

' Sic. of Thomas Clerk m the Abbott 

' Sewn to the margin is a (r&R- attorney, 

mcnt of a ro}'al writ. Apparently 
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* Curia apud Ripton' Begis die Lune proxima ante Con- 
versionein S. Pauli anno regni Regis [Edwardij zxiit*. 

Thomas Clericus aturnatus Abbatia de Rames' versus 
Johannam filiam Willelmi de Alkemundebirii de placito 
terre per Thomam le Cupere (post visum). Et dicta 
Johanna habct diem usqtu prozimam curiam in ires scpti- 

manas. 

• •••••• 

De Willelmo le Neweman convicto quia percussit Hen- 
ricum de Swyndone cum quodam . . . . pe' super capud 
vj. d. Plegius Nicholaus le Neweman. Et dampna iij. d. 



' [Curia apud Ripton' Regis] anno regni Begis 

Edwardi xxiii* et anno domini [J. Abbatis ix*]. 

^ [Johanna filia Willelmi de Alkemunjdebirii optulit 

se versus Abbatem de Rames' de placito presons 

per Thomam Clericum aturnatum suum. Et dicta [Johaima 
petit octo acras] terre versus dominum Abbatem ut jus 

suum CO quod dicta Johanna manus Domini 

W. Abbatis in cimiterio de Rypton' Regis coram 

octo acras terre cum pertinenciis ad opus Willelmi patris 
sui . . . ipHamet fuit infra etatem, ita quod illud reddcre 
nichil valuit [et petit] quod inquiratur. 

[Et Dominus] Abbas per aturnatum suum dicit quod 
predicta Johanna fuit plene etatis [quando] dictam terram 
reddidit sursum secundum consuetudinem manerii dicto 
Willelmo, et dictus Willelmus fuit in bona et pacifica sey- 
sina per septem annos [et amplius] et postca dictam terram 

reddidit pursum ad opus Willelmi Capellani 

qui obiit sine heredo, et ita dictus Abbas tencns est at 
CBca petit quod inquiratur. 

' m. 7. « This part of the roU it in ImmI 

' Only the last two letter* of the condition ; but enough of its contents 

word CAR be read. The entrj it can be recovered to thow the nature 

copied bccAu<)e it toeins to show that of the action against the Abbot, th* 

Willism's 'defence* was insuflicient. progrett of which we ha^t be«ii 

' m. 7 d. obtorving. 
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roS condo- 
natur qui* 
imupcr 



Undo fuit inquisicio qui [dicunt super sacramentum] 
Buum quod dicta Johanna fuit plene etatis secundam asum 
[manerii] quando terram predictam reddidit sursum, et est 
etas mulicris xiij. anni et dim' et etas virilis xiiij. anni et 
dim' et quod dicta Johanna nullum jus habet in dicta terra 
set est propria exscaeta domini Abbatis. Idee consideratum 
est quod nichil capiat per breve suum set sit in misericordia 
pro falsa querela. Condonatur quia pauper. 



Memorandum quod concessum est Rogero de Kenlowe 
habend* introitum ad Caterinam filiam Thome Prepositi 
cum uno quarterio terre in villa de Ryptone Regis pro 
duobus solidis in gersuma, ita tamen quod mortua dicta 
Katerina ille qui propinquior est heres de sanguine predicte 
Katerine gesumabit dictum quarterium terre secunduin 
consuetudinem manerii et ville. 



1 # 



Curia die Veneris prozima ante festum 8. Thome Apostoli 
anno regni Regis Edwardi zziiil* soilioet die Tisut. 



f»r«*<*entum 



Capiatur in manum domini unam domu* ' cum curtillagio 
jac' inter Bartholomcum Mayn et Nicholaum Arnold quam 
Magistcr Ricardus Carpun et uxor ejus vendiderunt sine 
licencia curie Henrico iilio Johannis de i^roticton' et re- 
spond* de exitibus. 



Thomas Brigtwold reddidit sursum unam rodam terre 
jacentem in Garbodeland inter terras Henrici filii Simonii 

' A court lield on Saturdaj next before 1 Angutt, 1296, if here o mi t l ei 

• Sic. 
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PrepositI ct Ivonis filli Hugonis in Angulo ad opus Bar- 
tholomoi Mayn, et preceptum est quod ponatur in seyaina 
eo quod est de sanguine. 

* Nicholaus de Aula reddit sursum unam dimidiam 
acram tcrre ad opus Willelmi ad portam de Broacton' 
jacentem in Schortland* inter terras Hugonia Oraylond' 
et Bogcri de Rammes'. Et preceptum est preposito rc- 
spondcre de exitibusejusdcm terre quia est extraneus. 

[Idem] Nicholaus reddit sursum unam rodara terre ad 
opus Thorn' Aspelon de Brocton* liberi jacentem in Pyt . . . 
inter terras Roberti Juel et Bartholomei Mayn, et precep- 
tum est quod respond' ut supra. 

Nicholaus Arnold reddit sursum duas rodas terre ad 
opus Hugonis Palmeri quarum una roda jacet in Middelfor* 
long inter terras Simonis le Eyr et Willelmi de Blaysworth* 
et una roda in Schortlond inter terras Thome filii Simonis 
et Bogcri de Bammes', et preceptum est quod ponator in 

prt*Mi seysina quia est de sanguine de Bipton' Begis. 

• •••••• 

Capiatur in manum domini quarta pars uniua rode 

prati jacens in Smalemade quam Bogerus Greyling vendidit 

pre* eft Nicholoo Ic Ncuniau sine licencia curie et respond* etc. ut 

supra. 

]# • • • • • • 



' Curia apud Ripton' Regis die Lune prozima anta An- 
nunciacionem B. Marie anno regni Regis Bdwardl 
xxiiii* et anno domini J. Abbatia deoimo. 

Matildis relicta Ilugonis Grayling vcnit et tulit breve 
de recto per quod peciit dotem suam de sczaginta et quatuor 
acris terre . . . acris prati versus diveraoa contentoe in 

' m. B. Mnguine de Ripton* Regis,* bat if bt 

'Here follow several entriefl is 'extraneus etnon deMngtitnt'UM 

similar to the three last ; the sur- land is seised into tbt lord's luuida. 

rcnderro is ptit in ^cinin if he is * de ■ m. 9 a. 
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[brevi] ct de ... mesuagiis. £t preceptura est qnod 
omnes siunmoneantur contra proximam curiam que erit iu 
tree septimanas.* 



* Curia de Ripton' Regis die Lune proxima ante festum 
Apostolorum Philippi et Jaoobi anno regni Bagii 
Edwardi 



Bartholomcus filius Radulfi de Bipton' Regis petit Tersun 
Willclmuin filium Willelmi de Bipton' Begis et Rogerum 
fratrcin ejus duas acras terre cum pcrtincnciis in Bipton* 
Begis et versus Hcnricum filium Simonis le ProToet nnam 
acram terre cum pertinenciis in eadem villa ut jus suum 
per breve de recto clausum secundum consuetudinem 
nianerii etc., et unde dicit quod quidam Swaynos filius 
Hervei antecessor predicti Bartbolomci cujus heres ipse est 
fuit seisitus de predictis tenementis in dominico suo ut de 
feodo et jure tempore pacis tempore domini Ilenrici Begis 
patris domini Begis nunc capiendo inde explet* ad valenciani 
etc., ot do ipso Swayno descenditjus etc. cuidam Boberto at 
iilio et heredi, et de ipso Boberto descendit jus etc. cuidam 
Agnoti ut filie et heredi, et de ipsa Agnetc isti Bartholomco 
qui nunc petit ut filio et heredi, et quod tale sit jus suum 
oiTert etc. secundum consuetudinem manerii etc. 

Et Willelmus filius Willelmi et Bogerus frater ejus et 
Ileniicus filius Simonis veniunt et defendunt vim et 
injuriam et jus predicti Bartholomei quando etc. Et 
predicti Willelmus et Bogerus precise defendunt jus pre- 
dicti Bartholomei et bene cognoscunt seisinam predicti 
Swayni do cujus seisina etc., et ponunt sc in juratam 
patrie loco magne assise domini Begis secundum consuetu- 
dinem manerii utrum ipsi jus habeant in predictis tens- 

' Thf writ, to which there are a begun by Maod Orajling, wbo 

large iiuiiilx'r of tonants, is bound up reeoTert bj defaolt aipunat mukf ol 

in the roll (in. 9). For want of the tenants ; but thera art alto 

•pACf* no ox tiact«i are given from the numerous forrendere of igparate 

procoodings of the next twelre roods of land, genermllj at a ftnaof 

courtH ; tlio oinitte<I entries relate a penny per rood. 

chiefly to the action for dower here ' m. 12. 
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meniiB per feofamcntum quod Willclmus dc Alkcmondbvr* 
secundum consuetudinem manerii inde fecit predicts 
Willelmo et Bogero quern quidem Willelmum de Alke- 
mondbyr* Johanna ' filia ejusdem Willelmi secundum 
consuctudincin etc. feofavit et quam quidem Johannam 
Simon Uussel inde feofavit, quem quidem Simonem Willel- 
mus de Bumerford' et Juliana uxor ejus feofavenint 
secundum consuetudinem, quos quidem Simonem et 
Julianani quidam Willelmus de Ebor* ' inde feofavit etc., 
quem quidem "Willelmum Johannes Froyl inde feofavit etc., 
et quem quidem Johannem Robcrtus filius predict! Swajmi 
de cujns seisina etc. et per med* ' cujus etc. prcdictus 
Bartholomeus narravit sicut tenent, an predictus Bartlio- 
lomeus sicut petit etc. 

Jur' (Simon lo Eyr et socii sui) dicunt 8Ui>or sacra- 
mentum suum quod predicti Willelmus et Rogerus majns 
jus habcnt in predictis duabus acris terre sicut tenent 
quam predictus Bartholomeus sicut petit. Ideo consider- 
atum est quod predicti Willelmus et Rogerus inde sine die, 
et prcMlictas duas acras terre cum pertinenciis teneant so- 
cundimi consuetudinem manerii sibiet heredibus suis quictc 
de prt'dicto Bartholomeo et heredibus suis imi>eri>otuum et 
Bartholomeus et plegii sui de prosequendo in misoricordia. 

^Et predictus Henricus similiter ponit se in prcdictam 
juratam de tenementis versus eum petitis utrum majns jufl 
hiibeat in predictis tenementis per formam prcdictam el 
feofamcntum predictarum personarum sicut tenet an 
predictus Bartholomeus sicut petit. Ideo consideratam 
est quod predictus Henricus inde sine die ct prcdictam 
acram terre teneat in pace quicte sibi ct heredibus snis 

' Joairg conveyance to her father wonl 9Mfcoffar€. 

hn«; ahrn<1y come before ur ; sec ' Prob.ibly the famoof jod^ tad 

fitiove. |». 120. I tnkn it that nil binhop of Salisbury ; he at oo« tim* 

thc'so H) ralkil ' fcolTiiients ' were farmed the neighbouring church of 

loallv Miiiicndrra to t)io u^e of a BrouKhton. 

Iiiiichiisir ; but ninouK the Rokeinen * j*^ mfdiumx the denuuidABt 

\\\*: hiiiil was HO fri>f]y ali<>niible that counted through Itoberi. 

thcio uas nu li.iiia in using such a * in. 12 d. 
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itcundum comuttudinem [miuierii] de predicio Barth(4<mMO 
»c ei hcrcdibua Bais imporpetuam, et Bariholoaieiis in 

misericord ia otc. 

• •••••• 

Johannofl Pcge dat domino vj d. pro habenda eonaidcr- 
▼1 ^ aciono curie do una (n'^i^S^t^ <^u™ quadam placta ad . . . tii 

quibus Cristina Uumfrey soror ejas naper obtti «lc. 
Johannes Stalker* et socii ani xij. jar' dieant quod 
Willelmus Umfrej quondam adquiaivit dictaa plaetam ci 
grangiam et eas legavit in morto soa dieie Criatine ad 
terminum vite sue et post decessum dicte Crtsiine quod 
rcvortorontur dicto Johanni filio suo. Ideo conaideralttoi 
est quod habeat indo seisinam etc. 

I • • • • • • • 

• •••••• 

' [^[ortuo] Willelmo filio Bartholomei le Carpenter dt 
Kinges Kipton* Cai>cllano qui tcnuit de domino in esdem 
Tilla per descensum hereditatis secundum consueiodineiB 
mancrii iij. arras terre existentes in manibus AbbaUa in 
qnibuH terris dirtus Willelmus obiit seysitus in dominieo 
suo ut de jure et feodo, venit Willelmus filius Thome Unfrcj 
et petit dictam torram sibi concedi dosicut ipse pre cm* 
nibus aliis propinquior est do sangtiine ad terram iUain 
halM^ndam |ht dec^'Hsiini tjusdom Capellani et de naciotit 
ejuHiloni villo do Kinges Hipton' ut dicit et hoc p(*iit qtiod 
inquiratur. Kt xij. jurati scilicet Joliannes le Btalkere, 
Simon le Evr, Thomas filius Sinionis, Ilenhctia Grae- 
leng, Johannes filius Bimonis, Johannes TalmeriUv Sl^ 
phanus Hol>ort, Willelmus Neweman, I^tholomena fiUoi 
I^a^lulfi, Johannes filius Willelmi, Nicholaus Arnold* el 
Johannrs Hrihtwold veniunt et dicunt (p^] sacnunenlma 
suum qu«Hl nesciunt aliquem qui tantum jus habet ad die- 
tarn t4Triini haliendam secundum consuetudinem maaeni 

* Thr pirmr^T'linfr* of »rvf>taJ A mrtnbraiM (m. IS) vkidi k«« mm 

ruurt* licl«1 in A H 25. 7f* %nA 37 licAiliii«. bat it tcMnt lo Mm^i !• 

ate lirir onii((f*l. A. B S9. 

' Tint ciili; occur« %i ib(> lop of 
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anyone in the world who is so near of blood to the said 
chaplain as the said William Homphrej the now demandant, 
and therefore it is considered, etc. 

[Court of] King's Ripton holden on Thursday next aft^r 
the Translation of S. Benedict * in the twenty -ninth 
year of King Edward and the [lafteenthj of Abbot 
John [A.D. 1301]. 
• •••••• 

Roger of Kellow an outsider who married * Catherine 
daughter of Thomas Reeve of King's Ripton, who is of the 
estate and * nation ' of the said vill, comes and demands in 
court in the name of Robert and Nicholas his sons issuing 
from the body of the said Catherine by a lawful marrii\go, 
the 6 acres of land lying in. the fields of King's Ripton 
which William the chaplain son of Bartholomew Carpenter 
lately dead purchased and held of the lord according to the 
custom of the manor and afterwards gave and granted to 
the said Robert and Nicholas the legitimately procreated 
sons of the said Roger and Catherine by a covenant nmdo 
between the parties on the Monday in Mid-Lent in the 
twenty-eighth year of King Edward [A.D. 1300], and in 
affirmance of the said gift and grant the said chaplain, 
because he was impeded by grave infirmity so that in no 
wise could he come to the lord's court, surrendered the 
whole of the said land to the use of the said boys into the 
hands of Thomas Cooper the then custodian of the manor 
of King's Ripton, as the custom is in the said vill, until 
some one should come and hold the next court for the lord, 
to the intent that Roger and Catherine should at their own 
cost cultivate the said land during the lifetime of the said 
chaplain and sow it with his seed and deliver to him the 
cropwliich should issue therefrom, and should during every 
year so long as the said chaplain should live provide him 
with one good coat of coloured cloth or of good russet, and 
that in case he should live for three or four years or more 
from the date of this covenant the said Roger and Cathe- 

' This feast is 11 July. ' Sec above, p. 121. 
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robam suam in primo anno zl. s., in secando anno ij. m., 

in tercio j. m. et in quarto anno nicbil de aliquo 

anno scqucnte, de qua quidem convencione satisfactum fuit 
plenaric dicto Capcllano a die Lune in media [quadragosima] 

usque ad fcstum Nativitatis B. Marie proximo 

sequens ad quod festum idem Gapellanus diem suam clauf^it 

cxiremum ante obitum suum assignavit et in 

testamenio suo legavit totam tcrram suam prequisitam 
prcfatis lloberto [et Nicholao filiis predicti Bogeri et] KaU- 
rine legitime procreatis, quod quidem licitum fuit eidem ut 

dicit et omnibus alis de na[cione] manerii undc 

Ilogcrus de Kellawe dicit quod dicti Robertus et Nicholaus 

filii sui procreati propinquiores sunt ad dictam 

terrani habcndam quam aliquis alius, et quod sit |)etit * . 



nullus corum fuitpresensquando dictus Gapellanus condidit 
toHianientum suum, et idem [juratores?] nicbil inde sciunt 
nee aliquid super isto articulo presentare volunt ad prcsens. 
Et sic infecto ne[gocio et in] maximo contemptu domini et 
ballivoruiu suorum extra curiam recesserunt. £t ideo pre- 
coptum est ballivis quod de die in [diem] levari faciaut de 
eisdem jur* xl. s. ad opus domini. 

• •••••• 

' About eight lines of the record are illegible ; but a jury it fworn in. 
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* Curia apud Rypton* BogU die Venoria proxima 'pott 
fofltum Epiphanio Domini anno rogni Regia Edvardi 
tricofiimo ot domini J. Abbatia aextodoclmo coram 
W. de Waaaingr. 

Johanna filia Willrlmi dc Alkrmundebyr' vonit ct fu>l\it 
Kurfliun in manum domini totuni jug et clainiiim qiuxl 
liulmii vol lialKTo {H)tuii in iIUh (M*to ai*riii tiTre I't diniidia 
nun portinrnciiB quaa cadoin Johanna exip-hat v«rMi« 
iHmiinuni Johannem do Sautr' Abl>aU*ni do ItauHii* jwr 
hrrvG domini R<'gifl, iia quod predirta Johanna n<*c hcTedm 
Hui nirliil jurifl \vl clamii in predicta terra c*xig<-r<.* \tl 
vondicarc {)otorunt in{>erp<*tuuni. 



' Curia ibidom dio JoTia in foato 8. Fotri Advincula anno 
ut infra (anno regni Regia Bdwardi xzxi*.} 
• •••••• 

WillilniuH filiiiR Ro(;inaldi Ic Sialkrre venit et ptii 
vcrRMH Johannem h> Stalkoro . . . U-rrc et unum mc«ua* 
puni rum |Mrtinrnf*ii8 ut jus patriR sui. 

Ki |)n'<IirtuH JohannoH venit et defendit vim et injuriam 
et juH I'n-dirti Will* hni quando eto., it dicit quod noii 
t4>netur narraeioni suo refl|M)ndere vo quo<I narrando non 
dicit qu^nl idem Johannes ei def(»rciat |»r<><lietum Une* 
menium cum |HTtinencit(i nee dicit narrando in qua %ilbi 
predicta tenementa Runt nee quiR ant4^*eR«ior huur fuii 
KeisituR n<*o quo ukmIo juH ei deacendere deU*t nee t4*m|H3r« 
cujurt Ue^is antecrsHor huur fuit Ri'inituA \u^ que ex|»hvia 
c«'|>it nee ullain ppMlucit s«etam, que omnia nairaetoni Runi 
neecssaiia, et id«-o |Htit judicium ni ad hujui4m«Hli narra- 
cionmi deU'at ei res)H>ndere, ei de hoc |H>nit rc BU|Hr 

* III \r, d. • m. IC A d. 
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the judgment of the court. And William does likewise. 
And therefore by judgment of the whole court it is con- 
sidered that the said William do take nothing by his writ 
but be in mercy for his false claim, and that the said John 
go thence without day. See the writ for the names of 
his pledges [to prosecute]. 
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V. THE FAIR OF S. IVES. 

INTRODUCTOEY NOTE. 

It must be confcaaod that the court that ve ore now to viut tl 
in no Eciiao manorial, but on the pLoa that it ia uignoruJ, that it 
lias a loi'<l, some extracts £rom its proceedings maj be admitted 
into our collection. At any rate the roll whence thej are taken 
is of BO inrc a kind and tliere seemed to be bo mueh danger of 
its roitinining unknown that for using it no apology seemi neeee- 
fiaiy. It is in the Public Record Office (Augmentation Office 
Court Rolls, Portf. IG, No. IG), and it chronicles the doings of the 
Abbot of Ramsey's court of the fair of 8. Ives. It deale with 
the fairs of 1275 and 1291. From the part of it that deals with 
tlio former fair I have extracted a number of entriei relating to 
litigation ; the part which doala with 1201 I have not used. It 
would bo on eminently good deed to print the whole roU. There 
arc fow documents which give bo much detailed infonnation 
about the commercial law and commercial morals of the 
thirteenth century. Besides the htigation, which will here be 
illustrated, the court had other work to attend to, the collection 
of dues, the maintenance of order and decency in a town crowded 
for a while with strangers. The Abbot, we find, brought in his 
men from the noigbbouring manors to form a constabulary force, 
and a jury of presentment was busy with many nuisances of all 
iiiuds. including a largo influx of disreputable women. TbeM 
matters hnvo on the present occasion been neglected in favonr 
of the law merchant, for the court professed to administer the 
' lex mercatoria' and in cases of difliculty the merchants of the 
fair wiTC called upon to declare the law. 

The fpot then as now known as S. Ives in Iluulingdonsliirt 
seems to owe its town to its fair, and to owe its fair and its name 
to a miracle. In Domesday Book it is represented by the Abbot 
of Ramsey's m.inor of Slope, a mere rural manor part of what we 
have cnllrd the Abbot's ' home estate' (D. D. i. 204). Bat in 
1002 or lliereabouls there had been a lucky find of boaw in 



THE FAIR OF S. IVES. 131 

Slepe and a dream proved that thej were the bones of S. Ivo. 
(Chron. Rams. 114; Mat. Par. Cliron. Maj. i. 480.) Thus the 
place became of some note. In 1110 the Abbot procured from 
Henry I. the grant of a fair at S. Ives to begin shortly after 
Easter and last for a week.* Evidently it became very profitable, 
and probably the hmit of time set by the royal charter was not 
observed. According to Matthew Paris ^ Henry III. in or about 
1252 at the instigation of his evil counsellor Robert Passlew 
deprived the Abbot of the fair most iniquitously and in disregard 
of the horrible anathemas which Edward the Confessor and 
8. Wulstan had denounced against all who should interfere with 
this precious possession. It seems probable that the King's 
claim was founded on an alleged abuse of the franchise in that 
the fair was kept up far beyond the chartered space of time. 
Paris*s account of the matter is however somewhat loose, for he 
will have it that the Confessor and Wulstan had expressly men- 
tioned the fair, while even if all the charters which the Ramsey 
monks preserved, and perhaps concocted, were authentic, this 
would not be true.^ Most likely the Abbot found that in the 
then state of the law he c6uld not prescribe against the King and 
so lost his franchise for abuse. Paris says that the noble house 
of Ramsey would have preferred to lose several of its manors. 
This we may well believe from what followed : — by a charter of 
1258 Henry in consideration of a fine of 600 marks and an 
annual rent of £60 granted to the Abbot the right to hold a fair 
beginning on Tuesday in Easter week and enduring, not merely 
for a week, but for an unlimited season.^ Not long afterwards 
the heavy rent was in arrear, for owing to the Barons' War no 
merchants came to the fair. Then in consideration of 120 marks 
the King exempted the abbey for the future from paying rent for 
any time of war.^ In 1840 the Abbot was disputmg with the 
Countess of Kent, who had been endowed with the rent of £60 
issuing from the fair, as to whether there was a ' time of war ' 
within the meaning of the charter when English armies were 
fighting in France.® Meanwhile in Edward I.'s day the Abbot 
had successfully attacked a charter giving the bishop of Ely a fair 
at Ely to begin on Ascension day ; the charter was revoked by 

> Chron. Kamn. 221, 226, 286; 200. 

Cart. Rams. i. 240, ii. 101. * Cart. Rams. ii. 67, 391 note 8. 

« Chron. Mnj. v. 296. » Cart. Rams. ii. 391 ; Year Book, 

' See the charters of the Confessor 14 Ed. III. cd. Pike, p. 127. 

and the charter of the Conqueror, * Year Book as above, and editor*8 

sanclionod by Wulstan, Cart. Rams. Introduction, p. xv. 

ii. 70, 7'.), 01 ; Chron. Rams. 162-9, 

VOIi. II. n 
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the King in parliament, but during the progress of tbe sait, mji 
an admiring chronicler, the Abbot defended his fair ' vi armata.'* 
Clearly a fair that might endure six weeks and more waa worth 
defending even though one had to pay £60 a year for it. Yet it 
would seem that the Abbot did not get the wholo of the profits. 

In the rolls before us certain ColUciores IhinUndonie ire 
mentioned and in 1286 the bailiffs of this neighbouring ro}al 
borough of Huntingdon declared that they were in seisin in the 
King's name of taking toll in the said fair, which toll bclongetl to 
the to\vn of Huntingdon held by thorn in fee farm, and that tliej 
ought to collect the toll tliroughout the fair carrying black rods 
in their hands. The Abbot admitted that they ought to carry 
black rods and collect toll at the gates of the town, bat not else- 
where : which party proved its case we do not learn.' Even 
however without all the tolls, the rents of booths and the profits 
of the court must have made up a large sum. An autumnal fair 
seems to have been granted by King John, but of this we hear 
loss.^ Even at the end of the century the town of 8. Ives, for 
clearly a town was growing up, had no organisation but tliat of 
an ordiiuiry nianor.^ It seems to have consiste<l chiefly of one 
long street of sixty or seventy houses, the tenants of which paitl 
rent and did some labour services to the Abbot ; he claimed the 
fr(>nta;>;e of the houses in fair time to a distance of twelve feet.* 
Its <iituation on the Kivor Ouse made it a good place for a fair; 
hides and wool were the chief articles of merchandise. 

\\\ Hdward l.'s day the ' lex mercatoria * was already con* 
ceiv(Ml as a body of law differing in some respects from the 
connnon law.^' Within certain limits it was for the merchanUi 
tlKMiisolves to doclare tliis law. In Edward I l.'s day two 
UKMchantR fell out about a point of pure law raised in the court 
of the fair of S. Ives and the case was brought Intfore the King's 
lionch ; twelve merchants were summoned from each of four 
towns, London, Lincoln, AVinchester and Northampton, to 
tostifv to the law.^ How large a body of di'finito doctrine there 
was l)i>arin^ the name ' law merchant ' it is hard for us to my. 
riobahly in some rospocts it took a more lil>eral and modern 
'view of contractual obligations than that which was taken by 
()m' coiniiion law. For instance wo shall in our extracts read of 
an olili^'sitory writing payable to bearer (see Ik-Iow, p. 15*2) and 

• Oiton. linniK. .3.'il. • H. H. I. c. 

» P. g. \V. :«m;. • SoothcCartn Mrrratnrianr UiM. 

' Cut. It.iiii'i. ii. TM \ ^fut. Tiir. Biloy, MiiniiiH>iiiii OildliallM*. ti>I. ii. 

Clnon Maj. v. I,".l7. pi. 1. p. aOo-H. 

* I'liit. naiiiR. i. 2H1 ; U. II. ii. mh. ' Piac. Abbrcv. 3*il. 
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certain it seems that such writings were becoming common 
among merchants.* Is there any mention of them in the Year 
Books ? The tally and the God's penny seem to have been 
'regarded as specially mercantile institutions/ Against a tally 
one could not wage one's law in cases between merchants ; 
royal favour has conceded to them that the plaintiff who has a 
tally may prove his case : this, says Fleta (f. 187-8), is an ex- 
ception to the general rule ' in paritate juris prius admiititur 
defensor quam pars actrix in probatione ' ; for we must still think of 
• proof as a benefit, not as a burden (cf. Leg. Hen. Prim. 64, § 0, 
' semper erit possideiis proprior quam repetens '). The payment of 
a God's penny was effectual to bind a mercantile bargain. 
Edward I. in 1808 granted this as a favour to the foreign mer- 
chants. ' Every contract between the said merchants and any 
persons whencesoever they may come touching any kind of mer- 
chandise shall be firm and stable,' so that neither of the said 
merchants shall be able to retract or resile from the said contract 
when once the God's penny shall have been given ^" 1 received 
between the parties to the contract.' (Carta Mercatoi. .) Very 
similar words are found in the Custom of Avignon "^ ; we are 
indeed dealing with the ' private international law' of the middle 
ages. The God's penny, it is said, ought in theory to have been 
applied to religious purposes, the purchase of Saints* tapers and 
the like ; at Aries the God's penny went towards keeping up a 
candle for Saint Trophimus ^ ; a religious sanction was thus given 
to the contract. Its history is still obscure, being imphcated 
with that o( the festuca, of which ancient instrument the tally 
again may be a rationalised form.* The point of Edward's con- 
cession may be that (perhaps under an impression that they 
were following Roman law) our King's courts had come to regard 
the God's penny as an arra, and to hold that the payment of 
this ana or 'earnest' did not have the effect of making the 
a<j;roement enforceable, though the arra itself was forfeited by 
tlie buyer in case he would not fulfil the agreement, and restored 
twofold by the seller in case the refusal came from him. (*Item 
cum arrarum nomine aliquid datum fuerit ante traditionem, si 
cinptorem paenituerit et a contractu resilire voluerit, pordat 
quod dedit ; si autem venditorem, quod arrarum nomine rcceperit 
emptori restituat duplicatum '; Bracton, f. 61 b, 62.) This how- 
ever was not the merchants' view of the law ; the God's penny in 

' IleuBlcr, Institutionen des Deut- • Jobb6-Duval, 134. 

schen Privatrechts, i. 211. * Hcusler, InBtitutionoD, i. 76-8G, 

' Jobb^Duval, Revendication dcs ii. 253. 
Mcublcs, 134. 
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their eyes was a form which validated the contract. For them sale 
had become a ' formal ' contract ; for Bracton it was still ' real ' 
unless it wore made by deed. At least such seems to have been 
Bracton's opinion : — there is no contract of sale unless there be 
arra, or scriptura (deed) or traditio, and when there is arra but 
no scriptura or traditio each contractor may witlidraw from the 
agreement though by doing so he forfeits the arra. Fleta (f. 187), 
with Bracton's text before him, points out that the law is different 
among merchants ; the seller is bound by receipt of the arra to 
deliver the sold goods, unless indeed he prefers to forfeit five 
shillings for every farthing of tlie arra — an improbable eoo- 
tingency. 

On the other hand we may be a little astonislied at the way 
in which this mercantile court slurs over what seem to us the most 
elementary distinctions of jurisprudence. The action for money 
due on contract is conceived as an action to obtain money 
' detained and deforced by violence against the lord's peace.' 
It looks like an action of tort ; it also looks like an action to 
obtain coins which already are the plaintiffs. The common law 
with its actions of debt and covenant had already passed beyond 
this stage, though, as is well known, it was still to develop the 
contractual action of assumpsit out of the action of trespass. 

But the most curious cases are those which concern Uie 
various communities of merchants which attended the fair ; tlie 
* communitates ' of Stamford,' Nottingham, Leicester, Huntingdon, 
Godmanchcster, Bury 8. Edmunds, Wiggenhall, among others. 
are mentioned, and the ' communitas ' of Ypres. The ' comma- 
nitas * in tliis context seems to be the merchant guild, though not 
perhaps in all cases a duly chartered gtiild. At first sight we may 
be inclined to say that those guilds are treated as corporations ; 
but they are not treated as our modem law would treat eorpor- 
ations, and seemingly we ought not to think of the guild as 
trading with a joint stock by the instrumentality of members 
who are for trading purposes its agents. A common purse it may 
well have had, but in the main the trade was carried on by 
members who traded as individuals. Still every member of the 
guild severally guarantees the debts contracted by every member 
in the way of his trade — is subsidiarily liable for tlioeo debla. 
You am a niomber of the commonalty of X : — it is a cause of 
action for mo aprainst you that A, who is your * peer and par- 
cciu'r,' your ' fellow connnoner,* 'at scot and lot* with you, ha« 
contraotod a trading debt with me and has not i>aid it. Wo do 
not find that the communitas is regarded as ' a juristic person/ or 
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— putting the notion of * a juristic person ' aside as too modem — 
we do not even find that the members of the community 
collectively sue and are sued by a common name — such at least 
is not the usual case. In this respect the trading communitas 
diflers from the municipal communitas of this same age, for the 
• Gives de X * or * Burgenses de Y ' can sue and be sued col- 
lectively. This is the more to be noticed because from some 
points of view the mercantile and municipal organisms of many 
of the towns seem almost identical — the merchant guild is the 
governing body of the borough.' But on these mercantile rolls 
the prevailing idea is rather that of guarantee, of subsidiary 
liabihty, than that of corporate unity ; the debt is the debt of an 
individual, but his peers and partners guarantee it.^ Would 
this doctrine have stood examination in the King's courts ? We 
may doubt it. The notion that the traders of a borough form a 
society every member of which is more or less answerable for the 
acts and defaults in the way of trade of every other member is 
however brought out by a clause found in some of the earliest 
charters, which seems to mean this : — the King frees the 
burgesses of X from toll throughout the realm and provides 
that if toll be taken from them in any town, the men of X may 
in their town make reprisals against the men of the offending 
town.^ Such reprisals may not touch the actual offender ; but 
they touch his peers and parceners. As has been well said, 
there is something analogous to international relations in the 
intermunicipal relations of the middle ages.^ But this is becom- 
ing antiquated. In 1275 it is ordained (Stat. West. I. c. 28) 
that in any city, borough, town, fair or market, a foreign person 
who is of this realm (i.e. seemingly, an Englishman who is not 
of the town) shall not be distrained for any debt for which he is 
not debtor, nor pledge. This seems destined to destroy the 
idea of a tacit guarantee for the trading debts of one's fellow 
townsmen : — such was the contemporary exposition of the 
statute (Fleta, f. 186) and it became the classical exposition 
(Coke, 2nd Inst. 204). To merchants who came from beyond 
seas this statutory protection did not extend. 

As will be seen from the curious and not too creditable pro- 
ceedings of William of Bolton reported below, we are now in a ^ 
court where professional pleaders were employed. From the 
manorial courts efforts were made to exclude them ; the lord 

' Stubbs, CoDBt. Hist. i. 417; lii. ' Charters of London, Winchester, 

563. Lincoln etc., in Stubbs, Select 

* See Gierke, Oenossenschafts- Charters, 

recht, ii. 388. • Gierke, op. cit. 389. 
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did not want them there. In 1240 the Abbot of RamBey forl«d 
his tenants at Brancaster on pain of twenty shillings to introduce 
pleaders into his court to impede or delay his justice,' and the 
Abbot of S. Albans made a similar, regulation for hia halimoots ; 
ho would not have any verbal quibbles.' But the court of a 
fair could not be so domestic a tribunal ; the lawyers invaded it. 
We muRt add that the rather sudden demand for professional 
pleaders seems to have engendered a great deal of corruption and 
chicane ; there is much evidence that the lawyers of Edward I.'i 
day, great and small, judges, pleaders and attomies, had no Teiy 
high standard of professional honour.' 

At the risk of making this note too long, a translation of two 
cases which occurred in the fair of 1201 shall be given.^ The 
first illustrates the convocation of the merchants for the solatioo 
of a knotty point of law, the mercantile view of the nature of a 
sale, the doctrine that no one can be compelled to put himself 
upon a jury, and the survival of one of tlie forms of compargation 
noticed in the Anglo-Saxon dooms, the oatli with oatli -helpers 
clioscn for, not by, the swearer. The second illustrates not only 
the verbal accuracy that was required of a defendant, but also 
the cuuous, though otherwise well attested, rule that when two 
merchants are concluding a sale a third merchant may intervene, 
cry ' Halves,' and insist on sharing the purchaser's bargain. 

In an action of detinue William of Temesford recoTers 
against Austin Chaplain of Temesford, and the latter is amerced ; 
a horso is attached by way of pledge. ' And upon this came one 
Walter Dnncys and ofTered to prove that the said horse was hit 
own and crnved to be admitted with his proof. To whom it was 
aiisworcs' }\v the other side that fraudulently did he offer to prove 
another's cI. .'.lei his own. And for that Walter in making this 
challenge lies under suspicion since he is a person of ill Came 
and has not chattels to this value and it is suspected that be 
does this of fraud and collusion, it is considered that the truth 
bo inquired by a good inquest. Which comes and says on its 
o;ith that the said Walter "eamested" [arravit] by God's penny 
the horso from the said Austin in the vill of Temesford on the 
Sunday before she attachment, which attachment was made on 
the Tuesday following, but this was done in deceit of the said 
William and by collusion that the said William might be eloigned 

• Cnit. H.'iniR. i. 42A. > (}osta Abbatiini, i. 453-5. 
> Srr o.pr. Miinimonta OiMhallae, vol. ii. pt. i. p. 2B0. 

* I )i(>|)p thnt on sijinc future occasion the Society will print the wbok 
record o( thiti fnir. 
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[i.e. deprived] of his chattels. And the case is respited until it 
shall be more thoroughly discussed by the merchants. And the 

J merchants of the various commonalties and others being con- 
voked in full court, it is considered that since the said Walter 
never put himself on the said inquest, which inquest was taken 
by the steward merely ex officio [i.e. was a mere * inquest of 
office'] and since according to the law merchant the said Walter 
had sufficiently concluded the sale {cmpcionein firviavit) of the 
horse by the delivery of the God's penny, the said Walter do 

^ come third-handed with good and elected and credible men (ctan 
tcrcia vianu S7ia de bonis Jwminibits elcctis et fidcdignis) to 
prove that the said horse is his, so that at the time of the attach- 
ment the said Austin had neither art nor part in the said horse. 
And the said Walter came and made his law sufficiently, there- 
fore let him go quiet with the said horse and let the said 
William be in mercy for his false claim ; he is pardoned.' 

' Nicholas Legge complains of Nicholas of Mildenhall, for 
that unjustly he impedes him from having (according to the usage 
of merchants) part in a certain ox which Nicholas of Mildenhall 
bought in his presence in the vill of S. Ives on Monday last past, 
to his damage 2 s. whereas he was ready to pay half the price, 
which price was 2 s. 6 d. And Nicholas [of Mildenhall] defends 
the words of court and says that the law merchant does well 
allow that every merchant may participate in a bargain in the 
butchers' trade {particijpet de mercandisa camificum) if he 
claims a part thereof at the time of the sale ; but [to prove] that 
the said Nicholas Legge was not present at the time of the 
purchase nor claimed a part thereof, he is ready to make law. 
And Legge says that Mildenhall ought not to come to the law 
(ad legem venire non debet) for that he is charged with having 
denied Legge a part of the said ox and this word he has not 
defended [i.e. he has not precisely traversed the denial], wherefore 
the said Legge craves judgment of him as of one undefended. 
Therefore it is considered that the said Legge do recover against 
him 2 s. for his damages and that Mildenhall be in mercy 2 s.' 

Postscrijyt, — As regards obligatory writings payable to bearer 
reference should have been made to the very interesting papers 
in which their early history has been traced by Dr. Brunner. 
See Zeitschrift fiir das Gesammte Handelsrecht, 1B77-8. 
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[» CURIA ABBATIS RAMESIENSI8 IN FERIA SANCTI 

YV0NI8.] 

Curia in feria 8. Tvonis die Mercurii proxima ante 
festum 8. Maroi Ewangeliste anno regni Begis 
Edwardi teroio et anno domini Willelmi Abbatis 
Bamesiensia viii* coram * 8. de Sohetlingd* tuno 
8ene8oaIlo ferie. 
• •••••• 

' Thomas do Welles queritur de Willelmo de Homingsctc 
eo quod ubi fuit et credidit extitisse in pace domini Abbatis 
et ballivorum ferie die Gene ultimo preterito in nave 
Wolteri de Ely et fecit mercandisam cum quodam mer- 
catore de iij. ulnis de viridi, venit predictus Willelmus ot 
insultavit predictum Thomam verbis turpissimia vocando 
ipsum latronem et alia enormia ad dampnum et vituperium 
suum dim. m. et ducit sectam. 

Dictus Willelmus prcsens fuit, non defendit verba curie, 
quare dictus Thomas petit judicium de eo tanquam de 
indefenso. Unde per consideracionem curie dictus Willel- 
mus satisfaciat predicto Thome de dampnis suis et pro 
transgrcssione in misericordia, plegius Petrus Rcdhod*. 



Curia Ferie die Veneris proxima post featum 8. Maroi 
Ewangeliste anno domini W. Abbatia viii*. 
• •••••• 

Thomas de Welles queritur de Adam Garsoppe eo quod 
injuBte ei dctinet et deforciat j. cofre qucm dictus Adam eidem 
vendidit die Mercurii proxima post mediam quadragcsimam 

' Public Record Office, Augmcntaiion Office Rolls, rortf. 16. Mo. 16. 
» ni. 2. 
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last past for 6 d. whereof be paid to the said Adam 2 d. and 
a drink * in advance, and on the Octave of Easter came and 
would have paid the rest, but the said Adam would not 
receive it nor answer for the said coffer but detained it 
unconditionally to his damage and dishonour 2 s. ; and he 
produces suit. 

The said Adam is present and does not defend the cus- 
tomary words of court. Therefore let him make satisfaction 
to the said Thomas and be in mercy for the unjust de- 
tainer ; fine, 6 d. ; pledge, his over-coat. 



Court of the Fair on the next Tuesday in the eighth 
year of Abbot William.* 

• •••••• 

Reginald Pickard of Stamford came and confessed by 
his own mouth ^ that he sold to Peter Redhood of Lon- 
don [?] a ring of brass for 6^ d. saying that the said ring 
was of the purest gold and that he and a one-eyed man 
found it on the last Sunday in the church of S. Ives near 
the cross. Therefore it is considered that the said Reginald 
do make satisfaction to the said Peter for the 5^ d. and be 
in mercy for the trespass ; he is poor ; pledge, his body. 

Thomas Weston of Northampton confessed in court 
that he is bound to John Franks of Hulme in 5 s. of silver 
which the said John lent hird and further in 20 s. for 
which the said John became his pledge to Richard of 
Barton and by reason of this suretyship suffered damage. 
Therefore by judgment of the court the said Thomas shall 
make satisfaction to the said John for the said money and 
be in mercy for the unjust detainer ; fine, 12 d. ; pledge, two 
horses and a cart. 



* According to a common custom force, 
the bargain is bound by a drink. In ' 80 April. 

French, if not in English law, this ' Literally 'through the middled 

solemnity seems to have had a legal his mouth/ i.e. open-mouthed. 
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Curia Ferie die Mercurii proxima sequenti soiL die 
Apostolorum Fhilippi et Jaoobi anno supradioto. 

• •••••• 

Adam Wndcrouo queritur de Galfrido de Oxon' eo quod 
ei injusto dctinct ct deforciat tree sol. ct unum den. ct ideo 
iiijustc quod ubi idem 6. vcnit die Lune ultimo prctcriio in 
feria S. Yvonis ex opposite domus Eogcri filii Alexandri ct 
emit de codcm Adam v. vcllera lane pro tribus sol. et 
duobus den. dictus G. non solvit eidem nisi unum don. 
tantum, et sic cum predictis tribus sol. et uno den. et cum 
prcdictis v. vellcribus lane rccessit et adhuc detinet et adhuc 
est in Boysina ad dampnum et vitu^ierium suum dim. mar., 
et ducit sectam. 

Dictus Galfridus presens fuit ' defendit verba curie ct 
dampnum ct vituperium dicti Ade dim. mar., ct rccognovit 
quandam veritatem, dicens se non posse dedicere quin 
dictam lanam emit pro tribus sol. et duobus den. (et de 
eadem fuit in scysina) sicut dictus Adam ipsum incopavit 
set dixit quod dictus Adam illam lanam ei vendidit pro 
pondcre viij. librarum et dimidie lane, de quo pondcre in- 
rnibft. vcnit defectum de j. libra, et quod idem Galfridus promptuB 

fuit semper et paratus ad solvendum predicto Ade pecuniam 
supradictam ita quod idem Adam ei allocaret de eadem 
pccunia valorem unius librc lane que de pondere viij. 
librarum et dimidie deficiebat, optulitse Ruflicienter probarc 
si curia consideraverit. Et datus est ei dies ad probandum 
in crastinum cum tercia manu sua. 



Curia Ferio die Jovis proxima sequenti anno supradioto. 

• •••••• 

Galfridus de Oxoi 'a venit et sufficientcr probavit cum 
torcia niaiiu sua quod alio modo non detinet Ade Wadcrouc 
tros Bol. et unum den. pro v. vellcribus lane que Adam eidem 
vendidit nisi Bub liac forma quod lana eadem non {xmderavit 
viij. HI), ct dim. Bicut dictus Adam ei promisit in vendicione, 

■ Sappl/ef, 
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the sale was made, but weighed 1 lb. less. Therefore by 
judgment of the court the said Geoffrey may deduct from the 
said 3 s. Id. the value of 1 lb. of wool, and shall pay to the 
said Adam the whole of the residue, to wit 2 s. 8 J d. ; pledges, 
John of Depe and Ralph of Dunton. And let the said 
Adam be in mercy for his false claim ; fine, 6 d. ; pledges, 
William Bishop and Elias the Hundredor. 



Court of the Fair on Friday the day of the Invention of 
Holy Cross* in the said year. 

Simon Chapman of Swavesey by Robert of Torcenai 
his attorney complains of Richard of Boston, for that 
whereas he [Simon] was in the king's highway opposite the 
house of Roger Lomb in the vill of S. Ives on Wednesday 
last and had in his hand a fleece of wool for sale, came the 
said Richard and bargained [for] the said fleece, and Simon 
granted it him for 20 d., but the said Richard was not 
content to have it at this price but offered 14 d. and 
insisted that any way he would have it at that price, and 
because the said Simon would not consent to this, he, 
Richard assaulted him and took him by the throat and 
carried off the said fleece and unjustly detains it and still 
is in seisin of it against the peace of the lord abbot and 
his bailiffs and to the damage and dishonour of the said 
Simon G s. 8 d. ; and he produces suit. 

The said Richard is present and defends the words of 
court and the damage and dishonour of the said Simon [to 
the amount of] 6 s. 8 d., and [to prove] that he did not 
assault the said Simon or take him by the throat as he is 
charged with having done he is ready to do what the court 
shall consider. And he is at his law. Pledges for his law, 
Hugh brother of . . . and Thomas Springs of Boston. 
And as to the said fleece of which the said Simon says that 
he, the said Richard, is still in possession and seisin, and 

' 3 May. 
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idem Ricardus pcUem predictam itaque non asportavit petit 
quod per bonam inquisicionem mercatorum et proximonnu 
vicinorum inquiraturJ 

• •••••• 

Ilcnricus le Chapman de Ward* et Emma uxor ejus 
queruntur de Kicardo le Bocher de 8. Botulpho eo quod ubi 
HcnricuB et Emma habuerunt j. pemam porci (die Jovis 
ultimo preterito) in villa 8. Yvonis in regia via ex oppoeito 
domus Rogori Lomb ad vendendum precii . . . d. venit 
predictus Ricardus et dictam pernam barganavit et contra 
paccm domini et ballivorum ferie illam asportavit absque 
Rolucionc alicujus denarii et adhuc est in seysina ad 
dampnum et vituperium suum trium sol., et due' ' sectam. 
Predictus Ricardus prcsens defendit verba curie et 
rccognovit unam veritatem dicons se non posse dcdicere 
quin pernam predictam asportavit et de eadem est in 
seysina, et hac racione quod predicta Emma occupavit 
locum quem idem ' Ricardus cohduxit in feria pro suis 
denariis ncc voluit se de loco eodem amovere, et quod idem 
inqni.ioio Ricardus i)crnam illam aliter non asportavit, petit quod 
iiiquiratur per bonam inquisicionem mercatorum et vicin- 
orum. 



'Curia Ferie die Sabbati proxima sequenti anno tuprm- 
dicto. 

Ricardus de 8. Botulpho venit et fecit sufliciontem 
l(?r;om Roberto le Thorchencys attornato Simonis le 
Chapman do Swaucs' quod ipsum non insultavit in regia 
via ex opposiio domus Rogeri Lomb. Ideo idem Ricardus 
reccdat quietus, et dicius Simon pro falso clamoro in 
xTi.j .1. niiBcricordia xviij. d., plegii Ilenricus de LoUewortk' ct 
Rohortus Torchenoys. 

Ricardus Koket, Robertus Eureman de la Ncycland', 

' Why (loop not Uichard wn^o hig wago it for the asporUUion toA 

ln\v iiH to hotli i>ait-4 of tho clmr^o drtintio. 

nt^'iiiii^t Iiiiii' SnH-ly if Iir iiii^'Iil ' iltwit or tlucunt. 

WH^M* it for tii<' Ubsuult, he iiiiglit * ui. 2 tl. 
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Sudbury, Peter Merchant, William Francis, Hugh of 
Broughton, Henry of Cressinghall, William of Dunstable 
and Richard Paterner being sworn say upon their oath 
that Richard of Boston by force and violence took from the 
hands of Simon Chapman of Swavesey a fleece of wool 
price 20 d. and delivered it to a certain Roman and thus 
was unlawfully in seisin of it. Therefore let him make 
satisfaction to the said Simon for the said fleece and for his 
damage, to wit, 18 d. taxed by the jurors and be in mercy 
for his trespass ; fine, 12 d. ; pledges, Thomas Springs and 
John of Boston. 

Thomas of London complains of Maud wife of John 
Woodfull, for that whereas the said Thomas was on Thurs- 
day last in the house of ... . donel of St. Ives in a 
certain bakehouse which he had hired for the purpose of 
making bread for the use of the merchants and others fre- 
quenting the fair, the said Maud. against the peace of the 
lord Abbot and of the bailiffs of the fair came into the 
bakehouse of the said Thomas and attacked the wife of the 
said Thomas with contumelious words calling her whore 
and sorceress and violently assaulted her with a certain 
' gate ' * of yeast, and poured it over the white meal of the 
said Thomas to his damage 3 d. and to his dishonour 
6 s. 8 d. since she was guilty of hamsoken against him ; 
and he produces suit. 

The said Maud is present anddefends the words of court 
and the damage and dishonour of the said Thomas, and is 
ready to do what the court shall award [to prove] that she 
did not assault [Thomas's wife] with vile words or pour 
yeast over the meal of the said Thomas so that he was 
damaged to the amount of 3d. And she is at her law. 
Pledges for her law, Robert Durant and Wilham of Eltisley. 
As to the hamsoken which the said Thomas alleges against 
the said Maud let an inquest be taken of merchants and 
next neighbours.' 

' The gata is a measure used for grain and the like ; see Glossary. 
- More of this below. 

s2 
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Convictam est per vicinos et mercatores jur' qnod 
Bicardus de S. Botulpho alio modo non cepit unam pemam 
porci de manibus Emme uxoris Henrici le Chapman de 
Wardeboys nisi pro transgressione sua eo quod occnpavit 
frontcm domus idem . . . conduxit de Priore de 8. Yvone. 
Iccirco consideratum est quod solvat dicte Emme pemam 
predictam prccii xiiij. d., ct prefata Emma . . . clamore et 
Tj.d. transgressione in misericordia yj. d., plegius Thomas Bac. 

• •••••• 

Johannes de Beston' de Notingham queritur de Gileberto 
de Castreton' de Stanford' de decern lib. injuste detentis et 
de decern lib. de dampnis. Ideo preceptum est quod dictus 
i»r«' Mi Q. distringatur ad respondendum. Et predictus Johannes 
dat domino pro auxilio habendo terciam partem tocius 
pecunie supradicte, plegius de prosequendo Johannes CoUe. 



Curia Ferie die Lune in festo 8. Johannis ante Fortam 
Latinam anno W. Abbatis viii*. 

Badulfus Bavcn queritur de Alano Sutore de S. Yvone 
eo quod injuste ei dctinot ct deforciat octo sol. argenti, ct 
ideo injuste quod ubi idem Badulfus fuit domo sua in S. 
Ivono die S. Laurencii ultimo pretcrito venit prcdiotun 
Alanus ct barganavit coria cquorum et bourn tannata de 
codcm Radulfo pro quibus coriis solvisso d<>buit die-to 
Badulfo predictos octo sol. ad festum S. Michaelis proiimo 
Let scqucns quos nondum solvit set contra paccm dumini 

Abbatis ct ballivorum suorum hucusque detinuit ad 
dampnuni ct vitupcriuni suum dim. m., et ducit sectam. 

Predictus Alanus presens dcfcndit totum de vcrlK) ail 
verbum. Et est ad legem. Tlegii Bicardus fil' is Beginaldi 
de S. Ivonc et Willclmus de Eltcsle. 
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Curia Ferie die Marti« proximo 0equenii aono suprm- 
dioto. 

AlanuR Rtitor de S. Ivonc venit et sufRciei r legem 
fecit RAdtilfo I^auen. Idee idem Alanus quietui .*i dictos 
liAduIfuB pro fnlflo clamore in misericordia vj.d. Hcgiiii 
Elyas Ilundredarius. 

• •••••• 

MaiildiR Wodoful vcnit et retraxit fic de lege euA Tertui 

Tiioinaiu de London*. Iccirco idem Thomas recuperet 

dampna sua per iaxarionem curie, et dicta MatilJiJ in 

tu. 4. misericordia xij. d., plegii liicardus de Grafton' et Itegiiialdos 

filius Alexandri. 

• •••••• 

Jurati dicunt quod Matildis Wadeful fecit bamptok' 
super Thomam de Lond' die Jovis ultimo pretertto. Idco 
satisfaciat ei et pro traiiRgressiono in misericordia, supra. 
riegii iUcarduB do Grafton* et Reginaldus filius Alexandri. 

• •#•••• 

Proceptiim e^t Klyr distringere communitatem L#ejoeair* 
ad res|K)ndendum Willelmo de Fletebrigge et Amicie uxori 
sue. Et de eadem communitate attachiati sunt Alanos 
Parser, Adam cum Naso et iiobertus llouel per iij. diker* 
de coriis bovinis ccc. de i)eir multon* et per vj. saccos lane, 
et WiUelmuB do Monte Sorelli de Leycestr* attachiatus cat 
per cc. peir uiuiton' que sunt in custodia StepUaoi ller* 
catoris. 



* Curia Ferie die Mercurii prozima post featum S.Johaanis 
ante Portam Latinam anno W. Abbatls Tlii*. 
• •••••• 

Willelmus de Fletebrigge et Amicia uxor ejus qocr* 
untur dt* Thoma de Couentre de Leycestr* cui Alanus ristor, 
Adam cum NaA<\ IU)bertus Ilouel et Willelmus de lloutt 

• m. 3. 
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Sorelli burgensed et mercatores Leycestr' attachiati pares 
sunt et participes et de eadem communitate Leycestr' injuBte 
eis detinet et deforciat Iv. sol. ij. den. ob. de summa decern 
marcarum pro uno sacco lane qaem qaidem Henricas Gok' 
pater prcdicte Amicie cujus heres ipsa est ' predicto Thome 
de Coucntre vendidit in villa de Leycestr' in dome ejusdem 
Ilcnrici vigilia Ascenscionis Domini proximo futura erant 
tres anni elapsi, qiios quidem Iv. sol. ij. d. ob. predictus 
Thomas debuit solvisse ad festum S. Michaelis proximo 
sequens et nondum solvit, unde dicti Willelmus et Amicii 
sequebantur ad pacand' pecuniam supradictam in curia de 
Leycestr' portantes secum talliam de predictis Iv. a. ij.d. 
ob. quam quidem talliam predictus Henricus Cok* eia tradi- 
derat in extremis suis ad exigendam pecuniam predictam» et 
predicti Alanus, Adam et alii socii sui superius attachiati in- 
simul cum ceteris de communitate Leycestr' eisdem WUlehno 
et Amicie de justicia defecerunt, unde idem Willelmus et 
Amicia vocant ipsos pariter et alios de eadem communitate 
dctentorcs deforciatores et debiti predicti principales de* 
bitorcs ad dampnum et vituperiuum suum xl. 8. et due' 
sectam. 

Dicti vero Alanus, Adam, Robertus et Willelmus pre- 
sentes dcfendunt pacem domini Abbatis et ballivorum ferie 
infractam et dampnum dictorum Willelmi et Amicie xl.s., 
et prompti sunt ad verificandum quocumqne modo curia 
consideraverit quod dictus Thomas de Couentre nunquam 
par ncc pariiceps ncc ad scot et lot cum eisdem nee da 
communitate Leycestr' fuit. 

Et predicti Willelmus et Amicia petunt judicium de 
dictis Alano, Ada, Iloberto et Willclmo tanquam de inde- 
fensis eo quod non defenderunt ubi incopati fuerunt tan* 
quam detcntorcs deforciatores et principalee debitores 
debiti supradicti. 

Et curia dicit quod dicti Alanus, Adam, Robertus et 
WillehnuR et alii de communitate Leycestr' attachiati suffi* 
cient(T non ri^spondoruntad incopanientum, nee defenderunt 

' Ohnorvr t}ii» allegation that Amice ii the creditor*! heir. Co«U IIm 
heir stil! sue for debts due to the ancestor qnite unconnecUd with hni T 



X. p. 
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verba que fuerint defendenda.* Iccirco per consider- 
acionem curie et mercatorum predict! Willelmiu de Flete- 
brigge et Amicia uxor ejus recuperent predictos Iv. s. ij. d. 
et ob. una cum dampnis suis et pro injusta detencione 
Bunt ill miscricordia x. s. et unusquisque eorum est plegios 
alterius. 



Ouria Ferie die JoyIs proximo sequenU anno supradieto. 

• •••••• 

Leticia que fuit uxor Gatte Ape de S. Yvone qaeritar 
de Fr. Ricardo monacho et celerario de Kyrkested eo quod 
vi et injusto ei detinet et deforciat (contra pacem domini 
Abbatie et ballivorum euorum) dim. m. argenti de anno 
proximo preterito et aliam dim. m. de anno presenti, et 
ideo injuste quod ubi quidam Willelmus monachas et 
cclerarius dc Kyrkestede predecessor istius Ricardi celerarii 
die Lune proxima ante Hokeday anno ab Incarnacione m*. 
cc''. Ix^. iij". accessit ad Godefridum virum ejusdem Letieie 
cujuB hcres et executor ipsa est in domo ejusdem Godefridi 
quam habuit versus aquam ex parte orientali parockialis 
ecclesic in villa S. Ivonis et conduxit ab eodcm GodeCrido 
domos 8uas predictas, ita quod ipse (W.) celerarius et alii 
celerarii successores sui et alii de Kirkested' et de Valle 
Dei ' monaclii quos sibi volucrint associare domos predictas 
cum una coquina et stabulo ad quatuor equos in eadem 
coquina quam dictus Godefridus ad opus eorundcm fecit 
edificare icnerent et habcrent in i>erpetuum tempore nan- 
dinarum pro dim. m. annuatim inde solvenda sive venerint 
sive noil, idem Ricardus celerarius anno preterito et pre- 
senti a prcdictis domibus se subtraxit, per quam subtrac- 
tioncm domus prcdictc bactenus sunt vacue et ruinofle et 
dim. m. dc anno preterito et aliam dim. m. de anno pre- 

' The rli.ir(;e war that by ficnying might have diichargf^ them ot mij 

jiiKtirc in tlicir cr>urt at liOiceRtcr subiRirliarjliAbiliijfor hutrmdedebta, 

thoy hccam(> principal drbtore, so was insiillicieni. 
the den in) that Thoniaa wan a ' Kirkntead and Vaodey 

member of their conimunitj, which Cistercian houaea in Liaoolnalum. 
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dim. m. 
per Kr. 



Benti injuste detinet et deforciat contra pacem domini et 
ballivorum suorum ad dampnum et vituperium ejusdem 
Leticie xl. s., et ducit sectam. 

Dictus vcro Bicardus celerarius preseus defcndit per 
placiiatorem suum vim ct injuriam et pacem domiiii 
Abbatis et ballivorum suorum infractam et dampnum et 
vituperium ejusdem Leticie xl. s. et petit judicium de in- 
copamento predicte Leticie desicut ipsa Leticia incopavit 
ipsum Ricardum de facto et contracto cujusdam Willelmi 
celerarii de Kirkestede prcdecessoris sui quod cum Oode- 
frido Ape viro ejusdem Leticie debuit fecisse racione quod 
ipse Willelmus ejus predecessor nunquam fuit, nee potuit 
esse, nee in aliquo Abbatem de Kirkestede vel aliquem de 
domo eadem ligare vel obligare, nee aliquod factum suom 
stabile facere signo suo proprio, racione quod ipse W. (nou 
fuit perpetuus set) ad voluntatem Abbatis potuit amoveri, 
dicens se nullum habere predecessorem nisi suum Abbatem 
vel Friorem qui ipsum et domum de Kirkested* potuit 
ligare. 

Et Leticia venit et petit judicium de dicto Ricardo 
celerario tanquam indefenso desicut ipsa narrando incopavit 
dictum Ricardum de personali facto de injusta detencione 
et deforciacione unius dim. m. de anno preterite et de dim. 
m. de anno presenti racione quod ipse Ricardus allegavit et 
defendit statum Abbatis sui et sui Prioris et non statum 
suum proprium. 

Unde predictus Ricardus celerarius pro insufficienti 
responso satisfaciat predicte Leticie de predicta marca ei 
de dampnis suis, et pro injusta detencione in misericordia 
vj. sol. viij. d. Solvit Elie.' 



' At a subsequent court I^ticare- 
Icaftrd thn ccllnrcr and his abbot in 
considcrRtion of the surrender of 
the leafte, which, as now appears, 
was made by indenture {per cyro- 
graphum). 

The judgment seems to be due 
solely to a plea<ler*s error in not 
suflicicntly traversing the count; 



still the cafe ahowt a carioos dis- 
regard of any line between brettch of 
contract and delict. The cellarer it 
charged with breaking the peace by 
not paying a debt. Again, lo rmi»e 
another point, why waa not Ihia 
monk df«d to the world? Did 
the eiiffenciee of the Ctftei«uui 
wool trade cauM the eoorU ■Mrcbaal 



pre* ml 
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' Curia Ferie die Sabbati sequenti anno W. Abbatis Tiii*. 

Hugo de Swyneford queritur de Thoma de Torallo le 
Kanevocer, plegius de respondendo Hugo le Coynte. Et 
dictus Thomas venit et incopatus est et convictus quod per 
quendam Simonem le Blake de S. Edmundo vendidit cano- 
bum per falsam ulnam in sclda sua cui Radnlfus le 
Balaunccr, Ik>bcrtus de le Pole, et Johannes filius Thome 
de Porta associati sunt in eadem sclda. Quare prcccptum est 
quod omnia bona dicti Thome teneantur in manu donee per 
mcrcatores fiat inde judicium. Et bona aliorum Bociorum 
Ruorum tradita sunt dominis Roberto de Meldebum* et 
Philippo de Barton' ita quod de dictis bonis res{K>ndoant 
vel dc XX. lib. Manucaptores Simonis le Blake, Johannes 
de S. Albano, Gilebertus dc Douton*, Willelmus de Bolton' 
et Ely as Hundredarius. 



Curia Ferie die Luno sequenti anno supradioto. 

• •••••• 

Dc Bruno de S. Michacle pro auxilio habendo versus 
Robcrtum de Donewyz burgenscm de Norwyc' ad debitum 
Ruum recuperandum j. m. et si debitum non recuperet in 
instantibus nundinis dabit iiij. s. Plegius de proscqucndo 
Nicliolaus Capcrun. Et prcccptum est quod dictos 
Hij-t. IlobcrtuH atachietur si inveniatur, sin autem distringatur 

tota communitas dc Norwyc*. (Unde de communitate 
aiachiati sunt Waltcrus le Troiicr ct Roginaldus de 
WreninRliam per ij: saccos lane, ct Katcrina de Norweyc 
per j. pinnok' pannorum. Postca Katcrina fuit relaxata.) 



tn (lif^rrp^nnl the ordinary rules about norry when it catches a Ciatercimn ia 

civil dralh ? Lnsttly, ohsorve the fault? 

unununlly hrnvy aniprrenient. Is * m. S d. From the coart held 

the court of a Benedictine Abbot on the Friday no eitracta ara mftdt. 
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Walterus Barun atornatus villate de Gravele ' queritnr 
de Bogero de 8. Noto cementario. Plegius de prosequendo, 
Memdnm Qqt* West, pleg* def, corpus suum. (Postea concordat! 
sunt ita quod dictus Bogerus prostrabit totum murum inter 
ecclesiam de Qravele at cancellum usque ad arcum lapideum 
et incipiet nd operandum ibidem die Lune post fcstum S. 
Dunstani et sic de die in diem continuabit operacionem 
suam quousque murus ille reedificetur competenter, et 
parochiani dabunt ei iij. s. ij. d. et de qualibet domo habebit 
j. garbam frumenti post autumpnum.) 

• •«••• • 



Curia Ferie die Martis ante festum S. Dunstani anno 
eodem. 
• •••••• 

Johannes de Bysseburk' clericus domine Regine per 
Bicardum de Touleslund* atornatum suum queritur de 
Boberto Bu.sscl et de Bobcrto Tord de Stanford' eo quod 
ubi ipse Johannes venit in feria Stanford' ultimo prcterita 
die Jovis proxinia post mediam quadragesiniam anno eodem 
et emit do predictis Boberto Bossel et Boberto Tord unum 
cquum pro xxiiij. s. nee ipsos denarios promptos habuit ad 
solvendum, unde con venit inter ipsum et predictos 
Bobertuni et Bobertuni quod traderet cis argentum dei et 
dimittoret eis nomine vadii duos equos quorum unus fuit 
de procio xx. s. et aHus de precio ij. m. donee veniret et 
IX)riaret cisdem predictos xxiiij. s., predicti Bobertus Russel 
et Bobertus Tord et alii duo socii eonnn scil. Ilcnricus de 
Conchy et Michael de Cantuaria qui modo sunt alwentes* 
contra paceni doniini et ballivorum dictos duos c<|U08 
vendidorunt et elongaverunt et pecuniam pro eisdem 
rcircptain dctiiniorunt et deforciaverunt et pircionem 
ejusdf m Joliannis spoliaverunt de j. herigaldo bludi ' precii 

' (trnvrloy is a small village in the legal idea of a corporation waa 

Caii)l>ii«U'<-r.hii» near St. Neot>. yet in its infancy, and obnenre that 

NVoiiM thf rH|iiif:ity of this tDwiighip the township is here acting qua pahah 

to coritinrt. to Appoint an nttoiney, ''.bound, at least by rcli|;ion. to kef pita 

and to sue, hnve hfou A>irnittpd in ehuich in repair, 

the kin;{'s coint<; ? I donht it, but ' For these woidi ^CC Ulosaary. 
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of 7 8. silver in coin to his [John's] damage and dishonour 
100 s. ; and he produces suit. 

The said Bobert Bussell and the other Robert are pre- 
sent and defend tort and force and the damage of the said 
John [to the amount of] 100 s. and they denied expressly 
and word by word that they ever sold any horse to the 
said John in Stamford fair or made any contract with 
him on the day mentioned in his allegation or sold the 
horses of the said John ; and [to prove] this, they are ready 
to do what the court awards. And they are at their law. 
Pledges for the law of each of them, Henry Anphelys and 
Ralph Cappe. And afterwards the said Robert Russell and 
the other Robert prayed that they might at once make their 
law ill court. And Robert Russell came and began to make 
his law, to wit, he and only two others with him so that 
they were short of three men. And Robert Tord oflfered 
liimself likewise to make his law and failed altogether in 
his law for that he had no one who would make his law 
with him. Therefore by judgment of the court let the said 
Robert and Robert make satisfaction to the said John for 
his damages and both are in mercy for the trespass. Fine 
of Robert Russell * ; pledge, his body ; fine of Robert 

Tord * ; pledge, his body. 

And as to the assertion of John of Risborough that his 
page was plundered of a surcoat, price 8 s., and of 7 s. in 
coin^ 



* 



John Goldsmith of Bury complains of Odo of Thorpe 
and William of Thorpe, for that whereas the said John 
came on Ash Wednesday last and bought of the said Odo 
and William through one Simon Blake their attorney and 
chapman in the said business eleven score sheep skins at 
the price of 8 d. per skin, in respect of which skins he had 
given them a God's penny by way of earnest in hand paid, 
and which skins he, John, was to have had on the next 
Monday or within eight days after at the latest, and the said 



Blank spares are left. that we do not know what was the 

Several lines are left blank, so result of this part of the cane. 

T a 
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idem Johannes per atornatum siium bis pelleB predictas 
quesivit et misit eisdem Odoni et Willelmo at sibi pelles 
easdem mitterent, et ipsi hactenas nee de pellibos nee de 
pecunia ei respondere voluerunt set contra pacem domini 
et ballivorum omnino retinueront ad dampnam et vita- 
perium suum xl. s. et ducit sectam. 

Predicti Odo et Willelmus presentes defenduiit totom de 
verbo ad verbum. Et sunt ad legem. Plegii Odonis de 
lege, Stephanus de Middelton' et Petrus de Stanford*. 
Plegii Willelmi de lege, Ordemarus de Thorp et Thomas 
Ordemere. 

Brunus de 8. Michaele de Bardeus qneritur de Waltero 
le Tronur et de Reginaldo de Wrenningham (de Norwic*) 
paribus et participibus et communares ' cuidam Boberto de 
Donewyc' (de Norwic*) ct Jobanni filio suo, eo qnod ipsi 
Walterus et Reginaldus pariter cum predictis Boberto et 
Johanni vi et injuste ei detinent et deforciant yiij. libr. 
argenti de summa viij. lib. et x. s. quos eidem Bruno rel 
cuicunque de suis scriptum (obligatorium) inter ipsoe oon- 
fectum portanti solvisBe dcbuerunt ad Nat. 8. Joh. Bapt. 
anno gracie m"". cc"*. lxx^ quarto pro vinis que idem Brunos 
vcndidit predictis lk>berto et Johanni in nundinis 8. 
Botulphi die Veneris proxima ante festum 8. Jacobi a. d. 
m"". cc"". Ixx". tercio, ad quam pccuniam perquirendam pre* 
dictus Brunus (et sui) sepius apud S. Botulphum et apud 
Norwyc' laboravcrunt ncc aliquid hactenus de eadem pecunia 
habere potuerunt ad dampnum ejusdem Bruni c. s. et ducit 
sectam ct scriptum. 

Predicti Walterus et Beginaldus presentes defenderunt 
verba curie que Sunt defendcnda et allegaverunt primani 
districtionem. 



SU. 
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CoiLrt of the Fair on Wednesday before the feast of S. 
Dunstan in the eighth year of Abbot William. 

Odo of Thorpe and William of Thorpe came and suffi- 
ciently made their law against John Goldsmith of 8. 
Albans. Therefore they retired quit and the said John is 
in mercy for the false claim; fine, 12 d.; pledge, Godfrey 
of Lynn. 

Let all the merchants of all the commonalties that are 
in the fair of S. Ives be summoned to come to-morrow 
before the steward to adjudge and provide that Thomas de 
Toraux, Ralph Balancer, Robert Pole, and John son of 
Thomas at Gate, merchants selling canvas, have justice and 
equity in the matter of Simon Blake of Bury servant of the 
said Thomas and his fellows who was found in their booth 
measuring canvas with a false ell and selling it. Pledge 
for Thomas's appearance, all his goods. Pledge for the 
other three. Sir Richard Melbourne to the amount of £20. 

John Beeston of Nottingham complains of Gilbert 
Chesterton of Stamford for that on Ascension Day in the 
first year of King Edward [a.d. 1273] he by a false sugges- 
tion caused him to be attached and arrested by seven sacks 
of wool in the vill of Grafifham saying that he, John, was of 
the commonalty of Nottingham peer and parcener of Ralph 
Beeston of Nottingham and Robert Bere of the same place, 
from whom the said Gilbert was demanding a certain 
sum of money, by reason of which distress there made 
the said John lost in his trade there and elsewhere the 
sum of £10, and afterwards the said Gilbert on Satur- 
day next before the Nativity of S. Mary last past by a 
similar suggestion caused the said John to be distrained 
for the said Ralph and Robert in the vill of Huntingdon 
unjustly and without cause, whereas the said John had 



154 PLACITA IN CUKIIS MAONATUM ANOUE. 

Gralmin suflicienter probavit coram ballivis ubi ntaoliiatuA 
fuit per prcdictum Qilobortum quod par nee particcps fuit 
predictifl liadulfo dc Beston et Itoberto le Bcr, ct dictus G. 
obligavit se per plegios apud Hunt* ad 8olTen<luin dicto 
Johanni x. lib. argenti si probaverit (apud Graham) quod 
de cominunitnte dictorum Badulfi et Uobcrti non extitcrit. 
Propter quod idem Johannes acccssit incontinenti apud 
Graham et tuHt Hteram patentem de ballivis quod Buffi- 
cicnter probavit coram eis quod par nee particops dictorum 
Uobcrti et KaduHi non fuit. Quare idem Johannes dicit 
dictum G. hactenus esse deforciatorem ct detentorem 
dictarum x. libr. ad dampnum suum c. 8.,et ducit Rcetam. 
Dictus Gilebertus presens dofendit (paeom domini in- 
fractam ot) vim et injuriam et dampnum predict! Johannis 
X. lib. et. c. s. et contractum x. lib. contra ipsuni et sectam 
suam de verbo a<l verbum. Et est ad legem. Plegii de 
lego, Johannes de Snetesham et Willclmus Briselaunce. 



Curia Forie die Jovis proxima sequenti anno suprsdicto. 
• •••••• 

Quia Simon Ic Blake do S. Edmundo inventus fuit per 
ballivos foric ulnando canobum in Rolda Thome do Torallo, 
Radulfi le Balauncer, Boberti dc la Bole, et Johannis filii 
Thome do Porta per falsam ulnam contra assisam rogni, 
incopati fuerunl tam morcatores predicti quam predictus 
Kimon tanquam iniquitati predicte consonoientos, unde 
diet us Thomns ot Hocii sui suporius nominati optulerunt so 
verifioaro bIvc por inquisicionom mercatorum ct aliorum sive 
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law or in any other way as the court shall consider that 
they are not guilty thereof. And for that the said Simon 
confessed in full court that he measured canvas with the 
said false ell and that he broke and hid the said ell so 
soon as the bailiffs perceived it was against the assize, it 
was ordered that his body be arrested. And afterwards at 
the instance of the merchants the said Simon was delivered 
to the following manucaptors, to wit, William of Bolton, 
Randolph of Friskely, John of Stamford, and John of 
Boston that they might answer for his body on the morrow. 
And the said merchants give 40 s. to the lord for his grace 
and favour : pledge, Robert of Melbourne by Henry Swin- 
ford [his attorney]. 

Thomas of Coventry plaintiff appeared against William 
of Fleetbridge and Amice his [wife] charging them with 
having brought a false accusation * in the present fair 
against the commonalty of Leicester and caused them [the 
commonalty] to lose 56 s. 2J d. as being the peers and 
commoners of the said Thomas to his [?] no small damage. 
The said William and Amice were present and did not defend 
the words of court and would not answer on the ground 
that they are, so they say, of the commonalty of London.' 
(Reserved for the Abbot's hearing.) 

William of Bolton complains of John Goldsmith of S. 
Albans, for that whereas the said John came into this court 
during the present fair and prayed the said William to be 
of counsel and aid for Simon Blake of Bury whom the 
bailiffs of this fair had found measuring with a false rod 
and the said Simon Blake confessed in full court that he 
received the said rod by the hands and bailment of one 
Thomas de Toraux merchant of Rouen whom he thereof 
vouched to warranty, and the said William at the instance 
of the said John and for 4 s. of silver undertook to defend 

* For the earlier proceedings, see above, p. 145. 

^ Citizens of London have the privilege of being sued only in their own 
courts. 
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|)OS8r Huum) d(.*fen(lere Btatiiin prcHlioti Hitnonis ne cl« tuo 

corporo liabtTot viiiiperium et |)rric*iiluin, iin iam«n qand 

idem H. ko non flubtraheret de querela sua f|uiri aecUin 

faroret ]H;nefl predicttim Thoniam de Torallo, vcnit dirtuf 

J. de S. Albaiio ei injuRie detiiiet et deforciat ei (Willelmo) 

dictoR iiij.R. ei per inritamentum siiuiu fecit dictum 8. te 

Hubtrahere vrrBUfl tnercatorcin predictum penes queiu dic- 

tufl W. babuiRse criHlidit niaxiiiiam Rumtuam pecuiiie, ad 

dainpnuin buuiii x. in. et ducit Rectam. 

PrediciuB Jolianncfl preReiiR fuit, non defendii Terbn 

curie, Ret dixit preciRe qu(Kl non debuit nee voluit in isia 

curia reH|K)iidere racione qutxl eRt de communitate I^ndon* 

ut dioit ((|U(n1 quidt^m tcHtificatuni fuit \^t Ricardum de 

MehU'burne, Walterum Ic Poter; Anquitinum le Mercer qui 

quideni A. ipRuni extra cur' tanquani j. de conimunitjit^* 

....')• Kt dictufl Willelmus iH*tit judicium de eo tan* 

({uam de indefiMiRo. 

• •••••• 

'Jobannofl de Lainebetbe queritur de Uicardo de 
Grabani eo quixl ubi iib*m JobanneR fuit in Relda sua in 
ultimiR nuncUiiiH Stanf* die Mercurii proxima pout clau9um 
PaRclie anno e€xii*in veiiit diotuR UicarduR et fecit pactum 
cum e<Mlem .Jolianne ad comorandum in ruo Rervicio per 
annum R4M|uentem pro x. Rol. argenti, per quod psrtum 
dictuR UicarduH venit et Htetit cum cfNleni Johanne unque 
diem Lune prnximam ante feRtum K. DunRtani proximo 
R<*quentem, ad (|uem diem dictUR HicarduR i|>Rum Johannem 
refutavit, et extra Rervicium suum in villa S. Ivonia 
reliquiti,' et Hi>ecieH ut de pnf;il>ere, cetewaud** ei de aliifl 
minutlR H|Nrif>lMiR ad valenciam ix. m^I. quaR dictuR Johannes 
UR<|ue ad Heldam predirti Hicardi Recum |M>rtaverat contra 
piu*em domini et ballivorum Ruorum injuRte detinuii et 

' Thm pMAAi:«> 11 intrrpolatMl in thr margin. «hirh nnw i* <iam>4f> i. 
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adbuc detinet et deforciat ad dampnnm predict! Johannis 
^» dim. m. et ducit sectam. 

Dictus Ricardus presens defendit vim et injuriam et 
paccm domini Abbatis et ballivorum saomm infractam et 
dampnum et vituperium predict! Johannis dim. m. contra 
predictum Johannem de Lamehethe et sectam snam da 
verbo ad verbum. Et est ad legem. Plegii de lege 
Willelmus de Aswell' et Ricardus de Belvero. De contraeto 
inter ipsos confecto per convencionem (ut dictus Johannes 
dicit) noluit predictus Ricardus dedicere nee potoit, set 
dixit quod non remansit in ipsum quod dictus Johannes' 
rccessit ab eo. Iccirco consideratum est quod idem 
Johannes ' prcdicto Ricardo ' sornat usque ad finem 
termini sui si volit, et si idem Johannes piedictos ix. sol. 
pro 8peciebu8 supradictis verHUs predictum Kicarduni velit 
recupcrare, attachiet ipsum ad prosequendum jus suum per 
novum aitachiamentum. 



Curia Ferie die Sabbati proxima ante festum S. Dunstani 
anno W. Abbatis viii*. 

• •••••• 

M»rTi.!. Memorandum quod de xx. sol. et ij. d. traditis Oatte Ape 

tanquam in cqua manu in ultimis nundinis 8. Ivonis de 
carbonc vendito et atachiato per querclam Nicholai de 
Thirwin^o super communitate de Wygenhale, soluti sunt in 
instantibuB nundinis cuidam Ade Sclide de Wygenhale per 
manum rclicte Gatte Ape vj. sol. et ij. den. in presencia R. 
do Syiliynpcdon tunc senescallo ferie, et domino Abbate iiy. 

iiij.». sol. dc fine dicti Ade pro auxilio habendo, et residuum reci- 

pict dictus Adam ad festum 8. Laurencii a. r. r. Edw. tercio* 
Et prcdictuR Adam invcnit plegios soil. Hugonem Brungero 
et Symonom Konstan de Wygenhale ad respondendum de 
pccunia supradicta ballivis ferie si contigerit dictum 

' Corr. Uunriins. The clork seems to have transposed the nainea of Um 

partH'R. 

' Corr. Uicardux. » Corr, Jolianni 
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Nicholaum vel aliquem de suis illam pecnniam decetero 
cxigere versus * summam 1. sol. ix. den. et ob. cam dampnis 
suis xl. sol. in quibus Adam de Thirninge par et pariieept 
dicti Ade Selide predicto Nicbolao tenebatar. 

Bartholomeus Aurifaber et Oalfridus de Cheldedewa 
fuerunt plegii Johannis Aurifabri de S. Albano ad reepon* 
dendum Willelmo de Boltone. Et dictus Johannes fait 
incopatus die Veneris precedenti et noluit adversario soo 
respondere nee stare recto in curia set in contempta Abbatis 
et ballivorum suorum recessit a curia. Ideo distr'. 



Curia Ferie die Lune proxima post festum S. Dunstani 
anno W. Abbatis viii*. 
• •««••• 

Ilicardus de Ely quoritur de Alicia le Ores eo quod vi et 
injustc ei detinet ct deforciat ij. sol., et ideo injuste quod 
ubi eadcm Alicia venit ad predictum Bicardum ad domum 
Radulfi Aspelon in villa S. Yvonis die Sabbati ultimo pre- 
tcrito fuorunt viij. dies elapsi et emit de codem Ricardo 
pancm scil. wastellos, simenellos, et alium panem ad 
valenciam ij. sol. quos quidem den. dicta Alicia debait 
solvisse eidem Uicardo die eadem et nondum solvit set con* 
tra ])accm domini et ballivorum suorum hue usque retinuit 
ad dampnum predicti Ricardi ij. sol. et ducit sectam. 

Predicta Alicia venit et defcndit verba curie et damp- 
num predicti liicardi ij. sol. et dicit quod noluit nee potuit 
dcdiccre quiii pancm ad valenciam ij. sol. de predicto 
liicardo emcrat die illo quo dictus Ricardus dixit in incop- 
amcnto suo et bene recognovit predictum debitum* set qood 
idem Ricardus dedit eidcm Alicie respectum de solucione 

* Supply fos or ballivoi. 



159 PLACITA IN CUfillS MAQNATUM ANGLIR. 

pccunic Bupradicte facienda usque ad hunc diem Sabbati 
proximo futurum, prompta est facere quod curia eonaidera- 
ux verit. Et est ad legem. Plegii legis Bicardus filius VOb- 

cardi et Oilebertus de Denton'. 



Curia Ferie die Martis prozima sequenti anno W. Abbatis 

viii*. 



Johannes de Beston' de Notingbam optulit se Tertus 
Johannem de Warington' de 8tamford\ Bicardum de 
Boudon*, Johannem de Bippes et alium Johannem de 
Rippcs, Godefridum de Boynham, Eustacbium de Stan- 
ford', Galfridum le Mercer, Walterum le Mercer, Willelmum 
Briselaunce et Philippum Glericum pares et communares 
Gileberti de Castreton' qui quidem buVgenses et mercatorcD 
allegarunt priniam districtionem die Sabbati ultimo pre- 
terito et habueriint diem usque diem liodiernum et nullus 
corum venit. Ideo considoratum est quod secundo dis- 
tringantur. 

Willehnus de Bolton' queritur de Jobanne de Bydone et 
de Bociis suis [>i8toribus superius nominatis eo quod ipse 
paritcr cum aliis injuste ei detinent et deforciant jl sol. 
quos quidam Walterus de Coventre pistor nomine ipnos 
Johannis et aliorum pistorum sibi Willelmo et tribus sociis 
suis narratoribus promiserat dominica proxima ante festum 
S. Dunstani a. r. r. Edw. iij^ in prioratu 8. Ivonis ante 
bostium aule hospicii ita quod ipse Willelmus et eocii sui 
esRcnt in auxilio eidem Johanni et sociis suis pistoribus et 
non gravarent ipsos penes ballivos ferie ponderantes panee 
corum, quos quidem x. sol. contra pacem domini Abbatia et 
balHvorum ferie detinuerunt ad dampnum predicti Willelmi 
et Bociorum suorum narratorum dim. m. et due' sectam. 

Tredictus Johannes de Bydone presens non defendit 
verba curie que sunt defendenda, quare dictus Willelmni 
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the said William prays judgment of him as of one unde- 
fended. The case is respited until to-morrow. 



Court on Wednesday next to wit, the Vigil of the Ascen- 
sion in the eighth year of Abbot William. 
• ••••«• 

* Alice Crese was unable to make her law to Richard of 
Ely. Therefore let her make satisfaction to him with 2 s. 
and for his damage, and be in mercy for her trespass ; 
pledge, her body. 



Court of the Fair on the Friday next after the feast of 
S. Dunstan. 

William of Bolton came and prayed judgment on the 
count which on last Tuesday * he counted against John of 
Rydon baker, and on the answer of the said John. And 
the court says that on the said Tuesday when the count 
was counted the said John made an insufficient answer 
thereto and did not defend the words of court which ought 
to be defended. Therefore it is considered that he make 
satisfaction to the said William with 2 s. 6d. for his 
damages as taxed by the court ; and the said William gives 
the money to the lord Abbot in respect of an amercement 
[incurred by him in another cause] and Brother L. [on the 
Abbot's behalf] releases 6 d. And let the said John be in 
mercy for his trespass ; pledges, Thomas of London and 
Walter of Coventry. 

' See above/ p. 158. ' See aboTe, p. 159. 
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VI. COURT OP THE ABBOT OP BATTLE'S 
MANOR OF BRIGHTWALTHAM, 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

The roll now to be used is in the Record OiBce (AagmenUlioD 
OfBce Court Rolls, Portf. 6, No. 20), a roll of many membraiMt. 
Our extracts are taken from the unusually long membrane. 

The village of Brightwaltham — for into this a name whieh 
should certainly end in ' ton/ and which lately was or even jvi 
is pronounced as Brickleton, has been cormpted — lice in 
Berkshire a few miles south of the Ridgeway. Already when 
Domesday Book (i. 69 b) was being made the Abbot of Baiib 
held it in chief of the king, and had there 10 villani, 18 bordarii 
and 8 scrvi. One reason for making extracts from its rolls is 
that a full ' extent ' of even date with our extracts is foand in 
the Custumal of Battle Abbey edited for the Camden Society by 
Mr. Bcargill-Bird (p. 58). In 1284 the core of the manor con- 
sisted of 10 virgate tenements and 17 half-virgate tenements ; 
these figures recall those of 108G ; but some land had bean 
assarted and was held as ' gavel-land ' partly by theYiigmienand 
half-virgaters and partly by others. But the tenants of all theae 
tenements were reckoned to be personally unfrce : — the abboi 
can oblige any of them to serve as reeve, ' for all of them are his 
villans and of servile estate, and they cannot marry son or 
daughter outside the lord's franchise or sell ox or mare.* There 
seem to have been about six freehold tenements, including the 
parson's, but three of these seem to have been held by Tillana. 

The proceedings chronicled on our roll are those partly of the 
manorial court of Brightwaltliam, partly of the view of frank- 
pledge held twice a year at Brightwaltham, for Brightwaltham* 
llarth7 and Conholt. This Hartley was in Berkshire and I take il 
to be the Hartley near Reading, at least fifteen miles from Brigfai- 
waltliani. Conholt lies on the boundary between Hampshire and 
Wiltsliireand its men must have had to go about the same distance 
for their view of frank- pledge. But the abbot had only six tenants 
or thereabouts at Hartley and the labour services at Conboli had 
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been commuted for an increased rent ; so it may not have been 
worth while to hold courts at these places ; suits about land at 
Conholt were, as we shall see, entertained by the court at 
Brightwaltham. 

At the views of frank-pledge the presentments are said to be 
made by the tithingman witli his tithing. It will be re- 
membered that we are now in the land of ' the territorial tithing/ 
In addition to our other illustrations of the procedure the follow- 
ing from the year 1290 may be ^iven : — * The tithingman of 
Brightwaltham with his tithing presents . . . That the hue 
was raised between Robert Cute and Thomas Bagge on account 
of ft certain trespass with which Robert charges Thomas, for 
[Robert] says that [Thomas] assaulted and beat and ill-treated 
him against the peace etc. and Thomas says that he is not 
guilty and prays that this be inquired by the whole tithing. 
And the said tithingman with his whole tithing presents that 
[Thomas] did [Robert] no harm save that there being a dispute 
between them he shoved him down off a log, but [Robert] had 
no call to raise the liue for this. Therefore the said Robert is 
in mercy, and since it is found that Thomas did lay hands on 
[Robert], therefore Thomas also is in mercy. Also [they] present 
that Agnes Edrian raised the hue against John Parlefrens for a 
trespass done against her and the said John confessed that ho 
did lay hands on her ; therefore be he in mercy ; but they say 
that he was provoked to this, for tliey say that he found her by 
night standing on his wall spying out what he was doing 
privately in his house, besides she abused him with contumelious 
words charging him with divers crimes ; and this is clearly against 
the peace, therefore be she in mercy. Also they present that 
the bounds between the demesne lands of the lord [Abbot of 
Battle] and the lands of the tenants of the Abbot of Abingdon 
have been removed by the tenants at Famborough of the said 
Abbot [of Abingdon] and the king's highway has been straitened : 
therefore let the said tenants of Famborough be attached. . . . 
Also they present that Ellen widow of Walter Hayward is con- 
victed of adultery. And it is the custom of this manor that if a 
widow be taken in adultery, her land is seized into the lords 
hand as forfeited. Also they present that Henry Nywe and 
Ellen widow of Walter Ilayward are impleaded in court 
christian [for adultery] and make fine out of the chattels of the 
lord that they need not do the penance enjoined them,* there - 

' They obtain an immunity from they being villans, are in strictness 
penance by moans of chattels which, of law the chattels of their lord. 
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fore it is commanded that thenceforth they make no roch fine 
and be in mercj.' 8uch entries as these will show to what 
very miscellanoous purposes the procedure by way of presentment 
could be put. 

Among the curiosities contained in the roll is a letter in 
French which shows us that when the manorial oomrt had done 
its work there still remained a reserve of justice — or shall we 
say of equity ? — in the lord. The names neither of its writer 
nor of its receiver are given, but evidently it was addreasfd by 
the abbot to his steward. It begins thus — ' Salaa. Baches ke 
Felice de Brithwalton' se ad pleint a nus ke vne enqneste fa 
prise devaunt Aumary et vus entre ly et le fis Willem Folks, en 
la quele enquete ele ne se mit unkes.' 80 the recipient of the 
letter and Aumary are to take anotlier inquest, ' • rendre a 
chescun ce ke lo sen est hastivement saons delay issi ks sacs 
pleint nen oium. A deu.' The king's example made itself 
felt ; the ' ne amplius inde clamorem audiamus ' is quite in the 
royal manner. 

But the main interest of our extracts will probably be foond 
in entries which bring out in an nnusually forcible manner the 
communal organisation of the villans. The villans of Bright- 
waltham, men who were reckoned as personally unfree, neverthe- 
less constituted a ' communitas * which held land, which was cap- 
able of receiving agrantof land, which could contract witli the lord, 
which could make exchange with the lord. To the lawyers of 
Westminster such transactions would probably have seemed 
highly irregular : — they would have been ready with the 
dilemma, either the pact has no validity, or it amounts to an 
enfranchisement of the villans. . Such we may be sore was not 
the view of it taken at Brightwaltham or at Battle. Tlie king*8 
courts have declined to protect the lands or the goods of the 
villan against his lord ; their protection even of his person is by 
no means perfect ; but still by law even against his lord he has 
lands, he has goods : — every judgment of the manorial court 
which directs a seizure of his lands as forfeited or an amercement 
for an ofTence proves this. The modem analyst may insist that 
' the custom of the manor * is not ' law * but more ' positive 
morality ' ; but lot him admit that it is positive morality con- 
ceived as law and little is loft to quarrel over save words. 

Tlio more we see of the manorial rolls of tliis period the 
less willing shall we bo to admit the assumption that the 
manorial courts wore as a matter of fact organised in one way 
for matters afTecting free men or frooholdors and in anoilier way 
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for matters affecting unfree men or men with villan tenements. Of 
course we can see that the line between freehold and non-freehold 
had to be observed ; a steward might have to lament that the 
negligence of his predecessor had allowed larnd of servile con- 
dition to be treated as though it were free. (See the curious letter 
from the steward on p. 166.) And so as to personal status : — 
the villans of Brightwaltham were very unwilhng that one of 
their number should set himself up for a free man on the ground 
of his holding a freehold acre. (See below, p. 169.) But in court 
freemen and bondmen, freeholders and customary tenants 
appear side by side. The parson is a freeholder, but he has 
appeared in a court full of villans.' When he is amerced for a 
trespass, he finds as his pledges one freeholder and seven villans. 
Indeed so overwhelming is the villan element in this court that 
the parson gets casually spoken of as a villan — ' Kobertus Arthur 
rector ecclesie qui tenetur inter ceteros villanos domini ad 
magnam precariam * (m. 1). Of any such institutiop as a * court 
baron ' distinct from a * customary court * we see nothing. This 
may already seem very unprincipled to the lawyers, and wo 
shall see (p. 173) that our parson is contumacious and contemns 
the court ; nevertheless he has appeared in it and waged his 
law there. 
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PLACITA IK CURIIS MAONATUM AM0L1& 



Coucnlioii 
xij. il. 

nilaxlj. (1. 



iiij. m. 



[CURIA ABBATI8 DE BELLO APUD BRIGHT- 

WALTONAM.] 

Lachoday. Curia de Brightwalton* tenia die Lune 
proxima post fOBtiim Asoenoionis Domini anno regni 
Bogis Edwardi zzi*. 

1 * * * * * • • 

Diccnar* do Couencholte cum tola dicena preseuiaiii 
omnia bene esse preter quod Wiiielmus de Meecumb' al»- 
Rtuppavit quamdam . . . iiijuste, ideo in misericordia. 
Item dicunt quod Editha do Hupton' prostravit arlK)ro8 in 
defcnso ct scysina domini contra inhibicionem ct dicani 
quod nicliil ' et quod fugicbat in extraueis partibus. 

Adam Scot factus est diccnarius et juratus ad officium 
fidelitcr faciendum. 

(b)' Johannes filius Ilugonis Poleyn ingressus est 
terram qnam lianulphus le Taillur tenuit salvo jure enjus- 
cumqiio et dat pro ingressu iiij. m. et sol vet ad festam S. 
Micliaolis anno regni Regis E. xx. secundo j. m. et ad festiim 
Natale Domini proximo RcqiKjns j. m. et ad festum Pasclie 
j. m. et ad festum S. Michaelis proximo sequens j. m., et 
ad omnia ista iideliter facienda predictus Hugo Poleyn 
nomine iilii sui tales invenit iidejussores viz. Adam Scot, 
fluu.iiin.m. Johannem Gosselyn, Willelmum de Mescumb', Joliannem 
Gyote. Et quia predictus Johannes minoris est etatis 
tradita est custodia terrarum et tenementorum predictorum 
predicto Ilugoni Polein patri predicti Johannis quousque 
sit plcno etatis faciendo inde servicia debita ct consueta. 
Pri'terca concessum est predicto Ilugoui totum biadum 
existens in terra seminata et heriettum provenientem ad 

' Thrci' PKPoiiiB. bolter ri^ht thnn Anyone else, atifl 

' Supply fuifx-t. he, or rather at hit re^u^•i hit aon 

> Thi' It'ttfTK (n) and (h) rooiii to John, is put into |MHifiesaion. but with 

mean timt this entry Khoiih) Im> read a saring an to th<* qiieiition nf ni;hi« 

after that whicli follox^sit. Tlicrcis aboat which there will bt liiifAtioB 

a rontost as to a t<*npnirnt ; the town- hereafter. 

Bhipii tcbtif) that Hugh Pule^n hai 
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in(::ro8sum * pro dinndia ninrca nd Bolvrnd* a<I fi*iitiiin S. 
Mirliai'lin prc^xiino 8oqiii*nH jkt plojy?* prrdirlnrnm. 

(a) Iliif^o INtlrin dat doiiiino ij. n. pro ha)M*iidn c«m«iMo- 

flui« |. • rarioiii>in curio buimt jure huo ruidain U'lieintJiiUi in IIu|>ti>tr 
qxuHl quidoin tonomoiituin (J. fil.) Itanulphi le Taillur 
clainnt IihInto ut jus Buum. Kt huint hoc t'>t4i TJll' A^ 
Brii^htwalton' jur' Rimul cum to(a vill* dc Cnui^nhnlt #1 
dicunt {Kir Bacramenium Buum qumi lIuf*o rolrin mrliuii 
juH luilNit ienondi prcdiciuin teiieiiieiituin quain nullus aliivi 
ct quod propinc|uior Iutcb cat ui de juro sanf^iiiniii. 

(' CanuH de CoueiieholU* fiU|H>r ienura Kditbo uxorin 
Iiol>orti Ic Taillur proui inquireliatur |kt jur*. Quidain 
AlanuB Toleyn tonuii quo<Idatn teiiomontum in CoocnholU' 
Bub Bervili condicione ct habuit quanidain usorctn nomine 
CriBtiiiain. Obiit prodictuB AIiuhib Polf*yn t«*m|x>rp Rirmrdi 
firniarii. Veiiiflmnt aniici predicte CriKiinc <*t proruralittnt 
predictain Crifltinani habere nomine dotin quamdam por- 
cioncm tcrrc falsa BUR^ostiono quani OBsot libere condicioniB« 
ct h(x* fuit in magnum projudicium libortatifl domini Abba- 
tirt. Kt HU|NT hoc vonit quidam RicarduB Alcyn et deii|ii>n- 
Havit prcdictaui Crintiuani et procreavit ex ea quendani 
Hanulphum. Obiit dictuB KicnrduB, et pre<Iicla Criniina 
auctoritate Hua propria fi^ofavit Hanulphum fdium Buum de 
pr(Mlict(» ti'nrmcnto. Obiit preilicta Criatina et lUinulphut in 
B4*yHina de predicto t^'uemento dcBfionBavit E<Iitham que nunc 
IM'tit, et |M)Bt mortem Ranulphi eepit Editha Ilobcrtom k* 
Taillur in virum. Mo^lo videatiB et conBulatis Buper jure pre* 
dicte Kdithe. Kt Bciatis quod Bi haberem ad roanofl rotukM 
curie tem|M)re Willelmi de Lcwcfl e^o vobiB cerlificarem et 
vobifl monntrarem multa miralnlia non oportuno facta.) 

U'tuu} Tota dicena de llert^dey venit sicut %*enire debet et pre- 

"' * Bentat omnia Iwno cbbo. 

i>>>c>.« nicrnariuB do Uri^htwalton* cum tota dicena sua pre- 



i< 



' IIu^:)r-( IiaK tnAiki«tiir< \rr thr 1« Itrr wriUrn hy Ihe •U'waH I0 Uv 

llrticH «liu'li hn^ In I «. nil <| ;. n« w«-ll AMxil ••( r>.iUl« «<*nrrriiiric Ih^ rA«^ 

Ail tli( |*i>iii« lit f<i ()i> /ii>wit.^' (iKp thai lin.« jti<l ri>iii«- U rtr** II*. n| «hirh 

' Tlir fiiHtt^itit; i« <Mi II «iii.-%ll ^tiip rii'»rr ^itl lir h' ju*l hctvmlirf . ttm 

of pATilini' nl 'tinii to thr iii.iri'ir. .-f Ulon, |v |7l 
tlir tol). It MX nit to be a ci*|i} of a 
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sentant omnia bene esse preter quod Willelmus de Weste- 
wod' fecit defaltam. Dicunt eciani quod Johannes filioa 
liicardi ad Crucem manet apud Brombam et non est in 
dicena, ideo preceptum est patri suo habere ipsum ad proxi- 
mam curiam. Dicunt eciam quod Henricus Faber percussit 
dominum Bobertum Capellanum ad sanguinis effosionem, 
et prcdictus Henricus ad excusandum peccatum suurn leva* 
vit hutcsium, ideo in misericordia, plegg' Job. Attegrene^ 
Kicardo Juven\ et Thom' Fabr'. Presentant eciam quod 
Cristina relicta Badulfi Fabri hospitavit contra asstsam, 
ideo in misericordia pleggio lUcardo Smokiere. 
marchct Agucs fiUa MatilUdis dat domino xij. d. ad instanciam 

zij.d. amicorum ut }K)S8it se maritare et non dat amplios quia 

valde pauper. 

1 # # # • • • • 



Curia de Brightwalton' tenia die Mercurii proxima ante 
Advinoula S. Petri anno regni Begis Edwardi xxij*. 

Inhibitum est omnibus tenentibus domini ne dent 
alicui dc villa vel alicui extraneo aliquas garbas aliquo mode 
in campis sub pena dim. marce. 

Inquisicio facta i)cr senescallum die Martis in crastino 
S. Mathei de ovibus abductis et aliis transgressionibus factis 
in manerio de Brictwalton' anno supradicto per qaam ae- 
ceptum est quod Johannes Sket emit de preposito tree eves et 
cum conventum fuisset de precio earundem idem Johannes 
oves predictas pascebat in pastura domini, et ideo in miseri- 
zi. d. cordia, plegii Johannes Parlefrens et llicardus Juvenis xl. d. 

Ricardus le Fctte in misericordia quia accepit contra 
prohibicionem senescalli garbas in autumpno per libera- 
cioncm propositi, pU* tocius ville. 

' Amercements of those who have broken the ftMite of beer. 



• • • • 
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Dicunt cciam juraii quod ovc8 non faemni abducle per 
aliqiiaiii lualiciam nee roducte sot per negligeiiciam Willelmt 
Wachei rostoris ovea quainpiures vaf^anten per pairuun 
discurrebant hue et iiluc ct ideo idem Johaiiiics' in nuMri* 
cordia per pi' tocius viile. 

l)ieunt quod Johannofl Attcgrcn', Johannes de SuUie* 
MTod*, Thomufl Faber et Kicardus Juvcnts sunt meliores el 
{K>ti'nciores toeius vilie ad faciendum ei compiendum 
oflicium pre|>o8ituro, de quibus senescallus elegit ad illud 
officiuni Thomam Fabrum. Poetea idem Tboma« Cectt 
finem ut possit abaci vi ab officio prepoeiture et dmt domino 

an. il. •. xl. B. 

i# # • • • • • 

Pieuni eeiam quod Johannes dictus Lord bonus est et 
domino noceHHarius a<I eu8io<liendum oves matrices et tota 
villa nianuc(*])it pro co quod bene et fideliier et cum omni 
diligencia eafl eustodiet et refiiK>ndcbit pro eo. Dicunt 
eciam quod Johannes fiiius Johaimis ate Orene necessarios 
eni ad cuslodiendum multones domini et admissos est et 
tola villa manucapit pro eo. Dicunt eciam quod Thomas 
Bafi^ge necessarius est ad tenendum j. carncam et Riemrdos 
Oghtre<le a<l fugandum. Ad alias vero carucas tarn boom 
quam eipioruin dicunt quod expedit quod tpsi remaneant 
cum domino qui anno preterito remanserant 



Visits Franci Fleggii die Merourii prozima fsslum & 
Mathoi Apostoli anno regni Regis Sdwardi xxt. 

!• • • • • • • 

nrtii* llicarduB de Fulrith* decenarius de Hertle cam tota 

decena sua presontant Gcrvasium le Maj, Jobannem Con* 
|KT*, Joliannem ate Mor* et Nicholaum Sbarie deesse qnos 

• Sir. corr. WUUlmus f 

* Amrrcrinrni for neKligmcc to coiiodjr of Um lord't 
' A finr for l<^ve to marrjr. 
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niHixij. (1. manucap' ad proximam curiam. Et quia insufficientcr 
prcscntant idco in misericordia. 

Prohibitum est tenentibus de Hcrtle sub pena e. s. ne ad 
summon icionem alicujus ballivi forinseoi veniant ad com' 
ncc hundr' et si de cetero faciant quamquam distringaniur 
et super hoc convincantur quod pena committator. 
<'..uoiii.oit' Adam Scot decenarius de Couenholt cum iota deocna 
sua presentant ' 

Galfridus Wilkm decenarius de Bristwalton* cum tota 

dcccna sua presentant ' Presentant eciam qnod 

Thomas Molendinarius manus violentas injecit in Aliciani 
filiam Radulfi que levavit huthesium. Et quia Oalfridus de- 
cenarius de nulla violencia presentat set quod ludendo hoc 
facicbant quod tamen non est verisimile cum butbcsium 
fuisset levatum, ideo idem dicenar' in misericordiat et pre- 
dictus Thomas Molendinarius in misericordia pro trans- 
gressione, plegii Bicardus pater ejusdem ct Bicardns 
Juvcnis. 

Presentant eciam quod Warinus Agodehulf in contriba- 
cionibus ct aliis non obedit decen' ' prout dccct. Et idem 
Warinus vcnit in plena curia dicit quod est liberc condicioiiis 
per servicium j. d. per annum. Et compertum est per 
curiam quod pater ejusdem Warini fuit scrvilis condicioni? 
undo exitus ipsius manet ejusdem condicionis. Et quia 
contra justiciam dicit se liber um cum sit SGrvos ideo in 
misericordia. Plcg* tota decena tam de falso clam* qttam do 
prineipali. 

i • • • • • • • 

' A few defaults. * A fow defaults tnd pelt joffenert. 

' Vi ohMy dcccitario, huipoBMihiy dtcene. * Amixeofbccr. 
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Curia do Bristwalton' tenia die et anno supradioto. 

RicarduB Jiivenis custos porcornra dcpntatos per totam 
fit villatain dc Bristwalton' quia pascebat plures porcoe quam 

habere debet in eeparali cum porcis doraini, idco in miscri- 
cordia, plegii Johannes Ategrcn' et Galfridus Willam. Item 
idem Bicardus in misericordia quia permisit porcoe domini 
niia depcrire et nimis negligens fuit circa custodiam eorondenii 

plegii Johannes et Galfridus predicti. 

Johannes Sket in misericordia quia pascebat oves pro> 
niiu dim. m. prias cum forag' domini tempore yemis et alias ne^^igens 
fuit circa custodiam ovium domini. Et finit. 

Bicardus Juvcnis et Johannes ate Gren' qui manncepo** 
unt pro Bicardo ad Cruccm ad reficiendum et sustentandum 
tencmentum ejusdem Bicardi in dom* et aliis ad illud 
pertinentibus, dicunt quod quamdiu habuorunt custodiam 
illius tenementi domes ad id pertiuentes reficicbant et salTO 
custodiebant, et qnando id tencmentum fuit dcterioratum 
et devastatum non fuit in custodia eorundcm set fuit in 
custodia dicti Bicardi ad Cruccm quando sic erat dcterior- 
atum, et de hoc ponunt se alte et basso super dominom et 
dominum Lucam nunc sacristam de Bello. 

Bogerus Chapman queritur dc Bogero Bisuthewod* de 
placito detencionis averiorum, plegii de prosequcndo Willcl- 
nniB CarettariuSy Johannes Parlefreyns, plegii Bogcri de 
rospondendo Galfridus Willay/i et Johannes WodewanL 
Et quia comi>ertum est quod dictus Bogerus Cliapnuui 
optulit prefato Bogero Warinum Bisuthewod' ad replegg' 
aver* predictum qui satis est sufficiens pro dampno eidem 
facto, ct ipsum admittere recusavit, considcratum est quod 
d(!ni Bo<:;eru8 sit in misericordia domini et faciat cmcndam 
sufliciciitcm pro injusta detenciono Bogero Chapman supra* 
dicto. 

■ 

BicardiiB Juveni.s dat domino vj. d. pro auxilio liabendo 
dc quadam difTamacionc et injuria sibi illata per Eleoam 
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flii.Tj.d. uxorem Roger! Chapman. Et compertum est per inquisici- 
oncm qnod ad instanciam ipsius Elene status ipeios efficitnr 
dctcrior ad quantitatem v. s. Et idem Bicardos remittit ei 
pro bono pacis pro xij. d. 

BogeruB Chapman dat domino ij. s. pro inquindone 
habenda super jure suo quod clamat in quodam tenamento 
quod quondam tenuit Willelmus Bisuthewod*. Et aoeq^rtmn 
est per inquisicionem quod predictus Willelmas non olnit 
seysiius de tenemento predicto, set reddidit domino totom 
jus quod habuit ' in eodem, eft dominus dimisit illnd tene* 
mcntum Willelmo Page habendum et tenendum seeiindiiiii 
consuetudinem manerii, et post mortem ipsios WiDelmi 
Page filius et heres ipsius intravit in eodem tenemento 
tanquam heres propinquior et dedit domino pro ingressa 
xl. s. et tenuit illud ad terminum vite sue et obiit seysitiu, 
))Ost cujus mortem venit Bogerus Chapman predictus ei 
desponsavit Elenam relictam ipsius Willclmi. 



1 



Curia de Bristwalton' tent« die Jovis proxima post 
festum Exaltacionis S. Crucis anno supradioto. 

Bobertus de Eureshole in miscricordia quia dimisit 
tcrram 8uam Badulfo CisRori et ahis ad terminum annomm 
sine liccncia. Pleggii de misericordia Johannes Wodeward 
et Johannes ate Greno. 

Joliannes Wodeward in misericordia quia contraplacit* 
avit dominum in curia sua. Plegii Johannes ate Grene et 
Bobcrtu8 de Eureshole. 

Bndulfus PreposituB in misericordia quia accepit ternun 
Boberti de Euresolc ad terminum annorum absque licencia. 
Plegii BicarduB Juvenis et Willelmus Parlefrens. 

1 • • • • • • • 

Joliannes ate Grene electus est per omnes virgar* ad 
cuBtoditndum boscum et porcos domini et manucapit pro 
. . . Et injunclum est ei quod si invcniat animalia 

' Divers other lessors and lessees are in meroj. 
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aliqnornm in bosco domini quod eat' statim faciat im- 
parcari sub j^ena xL 8. 

Ad istam curiam vcnit tota communitas Tillanomm de 
Brist Walton' et de sua mera et spontanea voluntate Bureum 
reddidit domino totum jus et clamium quod idem Tillani 
habere clamabant racione commune in boeeo domini qui 
vocatur Hemele et landis circumadjacentibus, its quod nee 
ipsi villani nee aliqui tenementa sua in post^ncm tenentot 
aliquid juris yel clamii racione commune in bosco predicto 
et landis circumadjacentibus exigere, vendicare vel habere 
potcrint in perpetuum. Et pro hac sursum reddidone 
remisit eis dominus de sua gracia speciali communam quam 
habuit in campo qui vocatur Estfeld qui jacet in longi- 
tudine ad viam que se extendit de la Bede Putte ad boecum 
domini qui vocatur Hemele. Bemisit eciam eisdem com- 
munam quam luibuit in bosco eorundem villanonim qui 
vocatur Trcndale, ita quod decetero idem dominus nulla 
nninialia habeat depascencia in communa supradicta nee in 
bosco predicto. Concessit eciam dominus quod villani 
quamnctifs dominus tempore paunagii intret boecom id 
paiinagiand' porcos sues in bosco suo de Hemele intrent et 
i})8icum porcis suis usque ad diem B. Martini et dabunt pro 
paunagio secundum etatcm porcorum prout in Tegi$tro 
pIoniuH continetur videlicet pro porco plene etatis j. d. et 
pro porcello ob. 



Curia de Bristwalton' tenia die Merourii prozima anU 
fostum B. Margarete Virginis anno rogni Bogia Sd- 

wardi xxiiii". 

Dominus WilK^lmus Capellanus in misoricordia pro 

transgressione facta per Thomam fratrem suum in gardino 

domini pro quo manucepit, plegii Willelmus Fulk\ Ricardus 

'"^'^ JuveiiiH, Gulfridus Willam, Willelmus ParlefrenSy Johannes 

• Supply €<. 
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iij. f. Bcsoutbcwod\ Badulfus Cissor, Johannes Parlefrcns, Will- 

elmus Bingeys. 

• •••••• 

Dominus Willelmus Capcllanus vad' legem quod non 
lex dcffamavit Ilenricum clavigerum domini imponendo ei 

crimina di versa. Et habet diem in proxima caria per sum' 
vj'» manu capcllanorum et clericorum. 

Idem dominus Willelmus convictus per bonam inqnisi- 

cionem juratorum quod ipse asportavit gallin' domini et 

frogit scpes domini et eas portari fecit ad domum soam 

non vult justificare se de hujusmodi transgressionibas set 

dutr. contemptuosc recessit, et consideratum est quod distringaiur 

per catalla sua que habet infra libertatcm domini. 

• *••••• 

inquiiiicio > Ilcnricus Morcok, Johannes frater ejus, Johannes 

Gocelyn, Willelmus de Messcumb^ Willelmus frater ejus, 
Thomas Chanfyns, Willelmus ad Crucem, Johannes Guyot, 
Johannes Pope, Adam Scot, Galfridus Willam, Johannes 
Aurey, Galfridus Jordan, Thomas Bayge, llogerus Smokyer', 
Willohnus Skct, Willelmus ate Kepe, Radulfus Taylur, 
RicarduR Juvcnis, Robertus Osmund, Johannnes Besouthe- 
wodo, Johannes Wodcward, Rogcrus Cbapman, Rogerus 
Besouthewode, Waryn Besouthewo<le, jur' dicunt per sacra- 
mentum suum quod quidam Alanus Polcyn tenuit quoddam 
tenemeiitum in Couenholte sub condicione servili et de- 
Y Hponsavit quanidam Cristinam nomine et ex en procreavit 
iiliuni Elyani nomine. Defuncto predicto Alano dicta 
Cristina tenuit intograliter illud idem tencmcntum secun- 
dum consueiudincm mancni et postea desponsavit qucmdam 
Rieardum Aloyn qui gonuit ex ea quemdam Ranulphum 
nomine. Advertens postea predictus Elyas filius ot heres 
dicti Alani quod mater sua pro eo quod sine licencia domini 

' As to tliis cose, Boc above, p. I(i5. 
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acccpissct maritum amisissct jus quod habuit in Un* ... * 
acccssit ad curiam domini ct peciit tcncmentum patris sui 
cujus hcres extitit ut jus ct hcreditatem sibi roddi secundum 
consuetudiiicm manorii et admissus fuit prout dc jure fucmt 
admittcnduSy tamen dc consensu domini et propria voluntato 
sua concessit quod dicta Cristina mater sua posset tenerc 
quamdam porcioncm ejusdem tenement! (ad terminum vite) 
dc qua quidcm porcione eadem Cristina de facto cum de 
jure non posset fcoffavit dictum Ilanulplium filium suum, ct 
dccessit. Dictus vero Ranulphus existens in seysina ejus- 
dem porcionis desponsavit quamdam Editham nomine et 
ex ea gcnuit qucmdam Johiinnem nomine et mortuus est 
Quo defuncto dicta Editha quemdam Ilobertum lo Taylhir 
accepit in virum, qui quidcm llobertus existens in seysina 
ejusdem tencmcnti sursum reddidit domino in plena curia 
sua totum jus quod habuit in dicta porcione ejusdem tenc- 
mcnti. Tandem venit quidam Hugo Poleyn filius et heres 
predicti Elye filii Alani peciit admitti ad predictum tene- 
mcntum integraliter et fecit fmem pro inquisicione habenda 
in curia domini super jure suo quod habuit in tenemento 
supradicto,' super quo venit inquisicio et dicebat in virtute 
prestiti sacranienti (quod quidam Alanus Poleyn qui de- 
8i)onsaverat quamdam Cristinam nomine genuit Elyam, quo 
defuncto dictus Elyas filius ct hcres dicti Alani desponsavit 
quamdnm Julianam nomine ct ex ea genuit Ilugonem qui 
peciit et ') quod dictus Hugo sufTiciens jus habuit in dicto 
tenemento nee fuit aliquis alius heres propinquior, unde 
idem Hugo secundum consuctudinem manerii admissus fuit 
ad dictum tcncmentum et fecit fmem pro ingressu etc. 
unde dicunt expresse quod predicta Editha que nunc petit 
predic'tam porcioncm supradicti tencmcnti nullum omnino 
jus Iiahet in demanda sua. Unde consideratum est quod 
dictus Hu^o rpii innic tenet teneat in pace et dicta Matildis 
in niisnicordia pro falso clamore. 

' Tho mil i<; torn. anon of VAiih aikI iCanilolph T*iIoi. 

- Jl wotil'l s< nn tliiit llir t\t*ii in- He whs now to iiirct tlie elAiui of 

•|MChl was ralli*<l for brcausp IIukIi Kdith. i^t* nlM»vr. p. |IW. 
Tolr^n liatl to meet a claim made by * Inlciiwlatod in the man;in, 
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(Indenture.) 

(Court of Brightwaltham holden on Wednesday next 
before the feast of S. Margaret the Virgin in the twenty- 
fourth year of King Edward. To this court came John 
Bolter and in full court confessed himself the born bond- 
man of the lord Abbot of Battle, and he gives his lord two 
marks of silver that he may freely depart from his lord's 
franchise without any claim of naifty ' being made against 
his body at any time hereafter. Pledges of the said John 
that the said fine of two marks will be paid before Michael- 
mas next, Robert Osmund and Ealph Tailor.) 

' Any claim, Uiat is, de nativo hahendo. The action of naifty is that by 
wliich a lord reclaims a runaway bondman (naiivtu). 
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VII. THE ABBESS OP ROMSEY'S COURTS OP THE 
HUNDRED OF WHORWELSDOWN AND THE 
MANOR OF ASHTON. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

A ROLL of a single membrane in the Record Office (A ugmenUtion 
Oflice Court Rolls, Portf. 1, No. 78) contains on its front the 
proceedings of a single session of an nnnamed hundred oonri, 
and on its back the proceedings of a single session of the court 
of the manor of Ashton. We have little difficulty in recognising 
the hundred of Whorwelsdown and the manor of Steeple Ashton, 
both of which belonged to the Abbess of Romsey. Whorwelsdown 
hundred lies in wc^stem Wiltshire near Trowbridge, Westbory 
and Devizes ; it comprises, according to modem reckoning, 

Ashton, Steeple, Parish. 

Ashton, West, Tithing. 
Ilinton, Tithing. 

Littleton |chapelry. 

Scmington) 
Bradley, North, Parish. 

Southwick, Tithing. 
Coulston, East, Parish. 
Edington, Parish. 

West Coulston 

Baynton 

Edington 

Tinhead 
Koovil, Parish. 



.Ti things 



In Domesday Book (i. 68) the church of Romsey is already 
credited with the manors of Aistone and Edcndone. It would 
appear that the Abbess acquired the hundred, i.e. the hundred 
court, under a charter of Henry I. at a rent of 40 s. In 12d3 slie 
got into litif^ation about it with the sheriff of Wiltshire, Uiefiunoos 
Countess Ela of SaHsbury. At length an arrangement was made 
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and judicially sanctioned ; the terms of it are not uninteresting. 
The question had been as to the line between the jurisdiction of 
the sheriff's tourn and that of the ordinary hundred court and 
it was decided ' that forasmuch as archbishops, barons and all 
others are summoned to the tourns, the defaults and amerce- 
ments thence arising belong to the sheriff ; so likewise the view 
of frank-pledge and the assizes of bread and beer and attachments 
of false measures and of pleas of the crown ; so likewise pleas 
touching beasts taken and detained against gage and pledge ; 
and therefore let these remain to the sheriff unless the Abbess 
will voluntarily make fine with him for entertaining them : and 
to the hundred court belong pleas of batteries and medleys if 
felony be not mentioned and of horses and cattle maimed or 
wounded and of debts when exacted without the king's writ and 
other similar pleas without writ which belong to the hundred 
court in the intervals between the two annual tounis.* 
(Bracton's Note Book, pi. 776, 1110.) Our roll however makes 
it probable that the Abbess bought up the sheriff*s rights or some 
of them ;— and, by the way, the permission so easily given her 
by the king's court to negotiate with the sheriff for a purchase of 
what are regarded as his rights will explain a great deal in the 
history of the franchises ; — at any rate we find her making use 
of the presentment procedure and that too in a very interesting 
way. The tithingmen come up one by one to make present- 
ments as to what has happened in their respective (territorial) 
tithings and even offer to prove that they know no more. Of 
any presenting jury of twelve freeholders, of any system of 
double presentment such as we read of in Fleta and Britton 
we see nothing. But here as in the eyre rolls we see that the 
court has a clieck upon the presenters, for the tale of one tithing- 
man, for instance as to the levying of hue and cry, can be con- 
trasted with that of another tithingman, and as a result of the 
comparison one of them may be amerced for a concealment. 

Rolls of Henry UI.'s day illustrating the procedure of a 
hundred court seem to be so rare that we print the whole of the 
entries relating to the business done by the court of Whor- 
welsdown at the only session that is revealed to us. With a few 
omissions explained below, we also give all the entries relating 
to the manorial court of Ashton. ' These entries were made by 
a clerk who was not very careful of his penmanship or his Latin, 
and to transcribe and translate them has not always been easy. 
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John Shiregreen and William the tithingman ; she makes 
fine (6d.). Let inquiry be made as to her pledges to 
prosecute. 

Cristina Sewald plaintiff appears against Peter son of 
Peter Mead ; pledges to prosecate, John Burgess and John 
Sewald. The same Peter is attached to answer John 
Burgess and Peter Mead. 

Walter of Dunstanviile and Robert le Busic his pledge 
and Richard le Hyrtis Walter's pledge must be distrained 
to come to the next hundred [court] to hear their judgment 
and to answer for their default. 

Alice wife of John of Scales plaintiff appears against 
Elias son of Richard El' ; pledges to prosecute, Roger 
Jagard and John of Scales. The said Ehas is attached to 
answer the said Alice : pledges, John Shiregreen and Roger 
Jagard. 

Humphrey of Bradley is in mercy for a tort done to Wil- 
liam Cantelow ; pledges, Sampson and William Blanchard ; 
he makes fine (2 s.). 

Thomas Alis is in mercy for not producing Gilbert 
Miller and Thomas Scardi whom he undertook to produce. 

From Gilbert Grasenoil 6 s. 8 d. for all complaints and 
disputes ; pledge, Laurence Wood. 

Peter Chaffinch complains of Robert son of Robert of 
Tilshead. Upon this comes Richard of Tilshead and craves 
[cognisance of the action for] the court of his lady * and 
this is granted to him by assent of the hundred [court]. 
He has a day on Monday next after the Nativity of the 
Baptist. 

Presentments of the tithingmen. Richard Blundet tithing- 
man of Tilshead comes and says that he knows nothing and 
offers to prove this. 

Thomas Ahs tithingman of Coulston comes and makes 
mention of a man wounded in the court of the lord of 
Baynton on Wednesday in Whitsun week. Adam son of 

' The Abbess of S. Trinity at of it seems to be within this hundred, 
Caeu held the manor of Tilshead ; part in another hundred, 
see Hoare's Wiltshire, ii. 42. Part 
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John Shiregrcen and William the tithingman ; she makes 
fine (6d.)* Let inquiry be made as to her pledges to 
prosecute. 

Cristina Sewald plaintiff appears against Peter son of 
Peter Mead ; pledges to prosecute, John Burgess and John 
Sewald. The same Peter is attached to answer John 
Burgess and Peter Mead. 

Walter of Dunstanville and Robert le Busic his pledge 
and Richard le Hyrtis Walter's pledge must bo distrained 
to come to the next hundred [court] to hear their judgment 
and to answer for their default. 

Alice wife of John of Scales plaintiff appears against 
Elias son of Richard EF ; pledges to prosecute, Roger 
Jagard and John of Scales. The said Elias is attached to 
answer the said Alice : pledges, John Shiregreen and Roger 
Jagard. 

Humphrey of Bradley is in mercy for a tort done to Wil- 
liam Gantelow ; pledges, Sampson and William Blanchard ; 
he makes fine (2 s.). 

Thomas Alis is in mercy for not producing Gilbert 
Miller and Thomas Scardi whom he undertook to produce. 

From Gilbert Grasenoil 6 s. 8 d. for all complaints and 
disputes ; pledge, Laurence Wood. 

Peter Chaffinch complains of Robert son of Robert of 
Tilshead. Upon this comes Richard of Tilshead and craves 
[cognisance of the action for] the court of his lady * and 
this is granted to him by assent of the hundred [court]. 
He has a day on Monday next after the Nativity of the 
Baptist. 

Presentments of the tWiingmen. Richard Blundet tithing- 
man of Tilshead comes and says that he knows nothing and 
offers to prove this. 

Thomas Alis tithingman of Coulston comes and makes 
mention of a man wounded in the court of the lord of 
Baynton on Wednesday in Whitsun week. Adam son of 

' The Abbess of S. Trinity at of it seems to be within this hundred, 
Cacu held the manor of Tilshead ; part in another hundred, 
sec Hoares Wiltshire, ii. 42. Part 
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filius Johannis Symon assisam fregit. Willelmos Sator et 
Willelmus Pain rec' in decenna sua. Niohil aliad etc. 

Bobertus Abram thg* de Tunhid' venit et mentionem 
fecit de lana ab ovibus snis tracta et furata in falds (per 

Tj.d. homines de Tunhid'. Et Badulfus M^sarins in miseri- 

cordia quia convictus et nomina aliorum hominnm inqoirar* 
per Ricardum Corbin.^ Idem Bobertus in miserioordiA, 
(yj. d.) quia non habuit Hugonem de Scalar* qoem manu- 
cepit (Hugo de Scalar' quietus quia sum* * non Tenit) el 
David famulum Willelmi Sprakeling* quern mannoepit. 

ditir* Nichil aliud etc. Thomas Alfr' et Osmund Busie de* 

fecerunt. 

Willchnus Sprakeling in misericordia quia non babnit 

zij.d. David famulum suum cujus plegius fuit. Thorn' Donstan 
et Bob* Abram pi' fuit.* 

Bicardus Gharke in misericordia quia male dixit pro 

^i ^ Will' Sprakeling', pi' Bob' Abram et W. Sprakeling, fin* 

^ Item iterum in misericordia quia dicit se Walt* 
Pandulf ' esse quartum hominem suum. In respecta quia 

xij. d. alibi. 

Bicardus Gharke thg' de Tunhid' venit et dicit quod 
Willelmus Wilanus (vj.d.) et Walterus Blache (vj. d.) 
assisam frcgcrunt, manuccp'. Nichil aliud etc. Non fecit 
mentionem huthest' in decenna sua per Cristinam Sewald*, 
ideo in misericordia. In respectu. 

Johannes Olen' thg' de Edindon' venit et mentionem 
fecit de huthesio levato per Fetrum de Prato super Waltemm 
famulum et manupastum Badulfi de Edindon' die S. Trini- 
tatis circa horam vcsperam. Mentionem fecit de butheno 
Icvato per Gristinam Sewald' sUper Petrum filium Petri de 
Prato. Nichil aUud etc. 

* It in nncortniD at what place this interpolated pMsa^ ihoal4 b« 

* I translate this as if the word were sutnmonUar. 
' Sic. * A blank ipaoe. 
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John Burgess titbingman of Edington comes and says 
that the house of Alice Hethewy was broken on the night 
of Whit-Tuesday and a mantle of bumet and a coverlet 
were carried thence. 

Richard Hordy titbingman of Soutbwick comes and 
says that the house of Lucy Hogeman was broken on 
Tuesday next after the feast of S- John before the Latin 
Gate and thence were carried off a coverlet and a linen 
garment and a sheet and a towel, bread and com. On 
being asked whether he suspects anyone, he says. No. 
And on the night of Thursday in Whitsunweek a beehive 
was stolon from Ducie widow of Richard Miller. And he 
made mention that the house of Hugh Bokel was burnt and 
he [Hugh] inside it. 

Tlioraas Heribit titbingman of Soutbwick comes and 
says that Alexander Prior (pardoned) and Nicholas Burdun 
(6d.) have broken the assize. Thomas is pledge that this 
be amended. He says notliing else. 

John Hoper titbingman of Soutbwick comes and says 
that a certain man came to the house of John Uphill on 
the night of Saturday after the Invention of Holy Cross 
and carried ofif clothes. The same John is to be distrained 
to come to the next hundred [court] to answer those things 
that shall be charged against him. 

William titbingman of West-Ashton comes and says that 
William of Soutbwick was very often received in the house 
of Cristina Walcock on the tenement of Roger Agard. 
Also he made mention of the fire that took place at Bradley 
and of wool plucked from the sheep of Juliana Sauser and of 
three great fleeces of wool stolen in the bakehouse of John 
Shiregrcen. Also he makes mention of a medley between 
EHas son of Richard He and Walter son of Walter the 
Theign on Trinity Sunday after dinner, about which the 
hue was raised. The same William is charged with the 
receipt into his tithing of Hugh le Due; he denied the 
charge ; therefore let him make his law. 

Walter Nele is made titbingman and says that the 
chest of Emma Waters was broken and her goods were 
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in cartillag' Ade Doget et de quadam cofer' tract' in domo 
Due de Aqua et unum bm' frwrC asportat*. Interrogati 
si aliquem haberent in suspeotion' dicont qaod non. 
Nichil aliud etc. 

Walterus Marie thg' de Litleton venit et dicit quod 
nichil scit opt' prob*. Thomas Stikebd' defec*. 

Adam Taleman thg' de Henton' venit et dicit quod 
nichil scit etc. 

Johannes Coin et Willelmus Bercarius thg' de EbIoii' 
vencrunt et dixerunt quod Jame Bus, Walterus Oopill*, 
Bobertus Ailrich', Ysabella de Aula assisam fregerunt et 
dicunt quod qutdam galHn' invad' fuit per Luciam ancillam 
Walteri le Taillur. 

Thomas Bertfftt in misericordia pro delicto focto Gile- 
▼J. d. berto le Fore, fin' vj. d. 



mie. Willelmus Hodii in misericordia pro delicto facto Ade 

Clerico, pi* 

Johannes fiHus Radulfi de Edindon', Bobertus de Wer- 
ministr' et Walterus famulus Badulfi de Edindon* sint 
attachiati ad respondendum Petro de Prato. Plegii dicti 
Petri ad prosequendum Bogerus de Coderigg* et Robertos 
Tutprest. 
Defalt' Johannes de Tunlnd', Thomas de Chcnie, Hugo de 

Burel, toncmcntum Johannis le Francl', Badulfus de Tresi* 
berge, Willelmus de Hu)w. 

Summa xiiij. sol. vj. d. item ij. d. 

De rclicta Bicardi de Gaysford' pro fine terra xx. 8., pi' 
dc denariis et servic' terre pi' ' Laurencius de Bosco et 
Willelmus Naldeken. Hoc pertinet ad hallimot'. 

Willelmus Ailrich* et Adam Bercarius sint districti quod 
sint ad proximum hundrcdum quia non babuerunt Nicho* 
laum Juvencm quem picgiaverunt pro Galbrido Saiore vol* 
ncrato per dictum Nicholaum Eliam Jutcenet et Waltenim 
Goi>iir. 

Thomas Iktiuit, Willelmus de Morhcjx', Duce Teinteress* 
Walterus Noniis, Johannes Palmere assisam fregcruut. 

• Sic. 
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Ashton Hallimoot on the vigil of S. Barnabas in the 
forty-sixth year of King Henry [A.D. 1262] .» 

The widow of Richard of Gaysford, fine for land, 20 s. ; 
pledges for the money and for the services due from tlic 
land, Laurence Wood and William Noldeken. 

The widow of Ralph Miller of Luvemead, fine for land, 
18 d. ; pledges for the money and for the services due from 
the land, William son of Lucy of Luvemead and Nicholas 
his brother, who also undertake that she will properly 
maintain the house and curtilage. 

Ducie widow of Roger Waters, fine for land, 20 s. ; 
pledges for the money and for the services due from the 
land and that she will well and duly maintain the house 
and land, Walter Nele, Hugh Mabil, Henry Burdun. 

From Henry Burdun 26 s. 8 d., that his land and that 
of Ducie Waters may be equally divided and that he may 
have his equal share; pledges, Laurence Wood, Walter 
Reeve, and Walter Nele. 

Richard Trussert in mercy for a cow caught in\ 
Daddleswick ; pledge, John the Theign. I six 

Roger Minor in mercy for two cows caught inj fowls. 
Daddleswick before mowing time. J 

Peter son of Robert in mercy for one cow and one calf 

caught in the same place ; pledge, Ralph of Aune. 

******* 

Juliana Theign in mercy for not coming as she ought to 
shear the sheep of the Abbess. 

Roger of Brochure in mercy for the same. 

• **•••• 

Widow King 6 d., that she may have an inquest. 

In the action between Nicholas Pinchelance and Stephen 
of Tinhead at the prayer of the parties a day for compro- 
raise is given in the interval before the next hallimoot. 

From Nicholas Herbert's son 6 d., that he may have an 
inquest against Adam Wolf. 

Sum total, 70 s. 8 d. 



' S. Barnabas Is 11 June, A was holden on the day after that on 
Sunday in this year ; so thii court which the hundred court was holden. 
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affidare, to pledge faith or troth. It 
seems clear that at least as late 
as the thirteenth century this word 
did not imply an oath. Troth 
seems to have been plighted by 
grasp of hands, as in our Marriage 
Service ; hence such phrases as 
affidaro in manu alicujus, afBdare 
propria manu sua, fidem daro in 
manum alicujus. Perhaps we 
have here a very ancient formal 
contract (fidem facere) preserved 
under ecclesiastical protection. 
Apparently it was not until the 
end of the middle ages that 
' affidavit ' began to imply an oath. 

beverech (139), a drink, a beverage, 
which binds a bargain, vin du 
march6 ; Du Cange, s.v. biberagium. 
See Bot. Cart. p. 14, ' emptor vero 
terre consuetudine quatuor den. 
ad saisinam dabit et unum den. 
burgensibus ad beverage.* 

bludi (150), probably blue. Du 
Cange, s.v. blodeus, gives several 
instances of this word from English 
documents : blodeo panno, pannos 
blodei colons, lectum de blodio et 
yiridi, worstcde nigro et blodio ; 
see ibid. s.v. bloius, and Skeat, 
s.v. blue. 

cetewaud (156), ' is for cetewald and 
that for cctewal with added or 
excrescent d ; 0. Fr. citoual, 
cetoual, Chaucer's cetewale, given 



in Da Cange, s.v. zedoaria, and in 
most English dictionaries s.v. 
zedoary. Long note on it in my 
Glossary to Chaucer's Prioress's 
Tale (Clarendon Press). Not 
*' valerian ** as Halliwell says, but 
Curcuma zedoaria.* [Note kindly 
. contributed by Dr. Skeat.] 
oompedes (45, 98), the stocks. On 
p. 45 this word has been trans- 
lated fetters; but more probably 
it means the stocks. 

diker' (145). * A last of leather con- 
sisteth of 20 diker and every diker 
consisteth of ten skins. A diker 
of gloves consisteth of ten pair of 
gloves * ; Assize of Weights and 
Measures. 

feodelitai (74), fealty. The proper 
Latin word is fidelitas, but such 
forms as feoditas, feodelitas are 
not very uncommon ; they are 
interesting as marks of that fusion 
of faith and fee (feodum), of 
personal allegiance and proprietary 
rights, which constitutes what we 
mean by feudalism. 

fides, see affidare. 

gargata (141), the throat ; Da Cange, 

s.v. gargata ; O. Fr. gargate, 

Boqaefort. 
gata (143), a bowl, a vessel, a dry 

measure ; see below, s.v. mina ; 

' gate, jatte, vaisseau rond/ Roqae* 
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fort ; • jatte, e«p^ de vase rond,* 
Littr6 ; see Du Cange, s.t. gabata ; 
Diez, s.v. gavetta. 
geite (143), yeast ; A.S. gis^ ; see 
Skeat, s.v. yeast. 

ineopamentnm, ineopare (freqaent, 
e.g. 158), an accusation, to accuse ; 
for inculparc, inculpam'^ntum. A 
plaintiff's count or declaration, 
which in the king's court is called 
narratio, seems often to be called 
incopanientum in the local courts. 
See Du Cange, s.v. incalpare: 
Boquofort, s.v. encolper. 

Jiiiia(45), the pillory, or the tumbrel. 
In continental and older English 
documents it often meant the 
ordeal ; but it seems also to have 
been used in England for thoea 
instruments of punishment (jndici- 
alia) which the lord of a leet was 
bound to keep, viz. pillory and 
tumbrel. See also Britton, i. 79, 
180, 191, and Mr. Nichols's 
Glossary. 

kinilla (02, G3), a fastening pin. A 
man is bound by tenure to provide 
for the war a horse, saddle et 
saccum cum kiuill' for the trans- 
sport of military baggage. This 
is the tenure mentioned in Bracton 
(f. 87 b), Bracton's Note Book 
(pi. 743). and the Hundred liolls 
(i. 157, 218, 237), where the tenant 
has to find saccum cum brochia, 
sack and brooch. Our word is 
from the Latin elavioula ; Mod. Fr. 
choville, which see in Littr^. 

mina (33). a dry measure. ' Mensura 
ad frumontum, et ad bladum, et 
ad pisa, quae alio nomine Mina 
vocatur, continet 6 eskippas de 
duro blado ; et istae 4 Minae cum 
gata quae dicitur Gundulfi faciunt 
3 sumas . . . unde Mina et gata 
faciunt 3 quarteria;' Du Cange, 



t.T. mina, who takm this tnm 

Spelman. 

profhim, (80), a proffer, a lender. 
See Du Cange, s.v. proferam ; hit 
examples are mainly drawn froa 
England. 

msca (181), a bee-hive. Fr. ruche; 
Du Cange, lt. rusea. 

mpellex (181 bis). The eontext 
seems to show that this word is 
used for i nperleetile, a oovtrlei. 

Terba curiae (83, 118, etc.), the words 
of court. It if common to find 
judgment given against a defend- 
ant on the ground that he baa not 
puffloiently defended (i.«. denied) 
the wordi of court, verba curiae, 
les mot de la court, lee parola de 
la court This meani that be baa 
not traversed with adequate pre- 
cision the common form allega- 
tions contained in hii adver«ry*i 
count, e.g. that in an action of 
trespass ho has not * defended tort 
and force and all that if against 
the peace.' But why ihould tbeae 
allegations be ' the words of court ' 7 
There is an ancient tract on plead- 
ing in which * let pardx de la 
courte ' is represented in Englitb 
by * the words of course.* It it not 
possible that this really wat tbe 
phrase 7 One can understand why 
tliese common form allegatioM 
should be called * wordt of courte * : 
compare * write of courte,* brtvia 
de curtu. May not Englitbmen 
pleading in foreign tonguet have 
twisted the phrase, gradually mis- 
understood it and ended by sayinf 
parols de la court, verba curiae, 
when they began by saying parota 
de course, verba de curtu 7 Two 
similar mistakes have been t«s- 
pectcd .namely that the' mere rigbt* 
of ancient pleadings it reaOy 
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mcaur, meylur dreit, the greater 
right, jus melius, not jus merum ; 
and that the ' foot of a fine ' is 
really the peace, the concord, the 
agreement, the French word being 
originally la pees, fromLat. pacem, 
not from Lat. pedem. If there be 
nothing in this suggestion we must 
seemingly suppose that the * words 
of court ' are the words necessary 
to give the court jurisdiction, e.g. 



by alleging a breach of the king's 
peace or the lord's peace. See 
Horwood's YBB. 21 and 22 Ed. I. 
p. X, 82 and 33 Ed. I. pp. zxzy- 
xxxvii. As to the necessity for a 
formal defence, see Blackstone, 
Com. iii. 296, and (for this is no 
English peculiarity) Brunner's 
Wort and Form im altfranzdsi- 
Bohen Process. 
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Admittance, 24, 25, 28, 33, 34, 38, 

40, 42, 174 
Adultery, 29, 97, 98, 162 
Aid of lord purchased, 144, 170 
Ale-tasters, 33, 89. 95, 96 
Amercement, how afTeered, 44 
Ancient demesne, 99 
Arbitration, 18, 21 
Archdeacon's court, 113 
Assault, 138, 141 
Assize, grand, 123 
Assize of beer, 8, 11, 18, 23, 27, 33, 

53, 89, 95, 96, 113 
Assize of measures, 159 
Assize of strangers, 26, 96 
Attorney, 57, 79, 119. 142 

neadlc, 112 

Bearer, obligations payable to, 132, 

137, 152 
Beer, sec Assize of beer 
Boon-works, 10, 30, 33, 91, 94, 95 
Boundaries, 9, 28, 89, 93 
Burgage, 41 
Butcher, restrictions on trade of, 33, 

89 
Butcher, trade of, 13f T 

Canute, pleading the time of, 100 

Charters, production of, 74, 75 

Chattels, see Sale 

Chattels of villan, 97, 98 

Chevage, 89, 91, 97 

Chief pledges, 29, 33, 36, 45, 64, 87, 

94 
Church, obligation to repair, 150 
Church rate, 150 
Cistercian wool trade, 147 



Civil death, 148 
Cognisance, claim of, 179 
Commendation, 11 
Common. 32. 97. 172 
Commanities of merchants, sec 

Merchant guilds 
Communitj of villans. 163, 172 
Compromise, 7, 16, 16. 17. 24, 35, 

150 
Compurgation, see Law, wager of 
Concealments, 90 
Contempt of lord, 81, 127, 173 
Contract. 133. 139, 147 
Cornbote, 82 

Corporation, 134. 146, 147, 150, 172 
Counterpleading the lord, 171 
Court, judgment of, 22, 24, 25. 26. 

2JB, 34, 64. 83, 111,116 
Court, presentments by, 6. 7. 8, 16 
Court, verdict of, 20, 26, 29, 35, 37. 

39, 169 
Court craves adjournment. 111, 116 
Court, the whole, 20, 29, 34, 85. 111. 

117 
Court too thinly attended, 60, 67, 83 
Court becomes surety, 117 
Covenant, 36, 126, 150 
Curtesy. 121 

Customary land, see Land 
Customs stated, 25, 29, 37, 41, 41, 

121 

Damage feasant, 113 

Damages, 56, 95, 113. 116, 145,. 

160 
Day of grace, 57, 62 
Debt, action of, 118, 110, 144, 150, 

152, 158 

1 2 
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Defamation, see Slander 

Demise of customary land, 11, 21, 

28. 36. 91, 171 
Denial of service, 61, 78 
Detinue. 138, 140, 141, 144, 158. 
Devise, 125, 127 
Dishonour and damage, 13. 56, 140, 

141, 142, 143, 152 
Disobedience to lord. 8 
Disobedience to tithingman, 169 
Distress, 65, 96, 113, 170 
Distress of goods damage feasant, 

142, 143 
Dower, 21. 25. 42. 44. 88, 107-110, 

173 
Drink, contract bound by, 189 

Earnest, see Ood's penny 
Ecclesiastical courts, 98, 118 
Election of communal officers, 86, 

108, 171 
Election of knights for the war, 61, 

76, 77, 84 
Enfranchisement, 175 
Entail, 40 
Escheat, 39 
KBqiiiros, 80 

EsBoin, 6, 35, 55, 58. 66. 67. 71 
Estray, 31, 93 
Executor, 147 

Fair, court of, 130 

Faith pledged, 6 

False charge, amercement for, 19, 

91, 114, 142 
False claim of freedom, 169 
False essoin, 67 
False measures, 149, 153, 154 
Fealty, 13, 74. 84 
Felony, 19 

Feme coverte, see Husband and wife 
FcofTmont of customary land. 124 
Fine of landn, 35 
Flax, toll of, 92 
Forri^n court, 65 
Forfeiture. 29, 98, 121,162, 174 
Fornication. 12. 92, 162 
Ft ank pledge. 11, 29, 33. 94. 169 
FrankplcdRC, view of. 53, 74,83,86, 

90. 101. 102, 105, 177 



Fraud, 189 
Freehold, see Land 
Freehold soiiors, 44, 48, 17 
French war, 70, 78 
Falling miU, 93 

Ood'8 penny, 188, 140, 149, 151 
Good behATioary fonlMS for, 97 

Halimoot, 188 
Hall, court held in, 66, 67 
* Halves,' claim for, 187 
Hamaoken, 98, 148 
Heir lues for debt, 146, 147 
Heriot, 10 
Hidage, 58, 56 
Hide, sise of, 56 
Homage, 59, 74, 84 
Honour, court of an, 48, 59 
Hue and cry, 19, 44, 169, 178, 189 
Hundred court, 98, 169, 176, 178 
Husband and wife. 18, 99, 41, 41, 44. 
142, 148, 145 

Immunity from suit of eoort. 169 
Imprisonment, 19 
Incoming tenant, 88 
Indenture, 175 
Infant. 15, 90, 120. 191 
Inheritance, customary, 197, 191, 191 

Jurors, election of, 14, 17, 88 

Jurors, villan, 94, 97 

Jury in lieu of grand aaaiM, 198 

Jury of preaentment, 88 

Jury of six. 86 

Jury of trial. 14, 16, 17, 18. 81, 9i» 

111, 142. 143 
Jury, sale of right to have. 8, 14, 16, 

17,26 
Justice, denial of, 146 

King's bench. 37 

King's courts, offeoM of tOMBf ia 

82,87 
Knight's fee, 50, 69. 80 
Knight's serrice. 69. 61, 69, 76. 88 

Labour services, commatatioa of. 96 
Land, customary, hrritAbUi^ •!• 9. 
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ir>, 21, 34, 37, 39, 83, 128, 166, 171, 

173 
Land, customarj, proceedings relat- 
ing to, 8, 13, 14, 16. 17, 22, 34,87, 

39,83, 123, 166, 166,173 
Land, freehold, proceedings relating 

to, 22 
Ijaw merchant, 132>137, 149 
Law, wager of, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 18, 32, 

36, 37, 47, 82, 83, 136, 140, 141, 

142, 144, 150, 167,173 
Lejerwite, 12, 92, 93 
Libel, see Slander 
Life estate, 40, 126 
Limitation of actions, 100 
London, citizens of, their privileges, 

155. 156 
Lord, cases reserved for hearing of, 

22, 155 
Lord, proceedings against. 112-120, 

128, 170 
Lord, proceedings bj, 8, 43, 45, 171 

Mainpast, 18 

Manorial offences, 7, 8.12,13,14, 19, 

20, 22, 27, 30, 32, 91, 98, 183 
Manumission, 175 
Marriage portion, 46 
Married woman, ses Husband and 

wife 
Marry, licence to. 24. 27, 28, 29, 82, 

98. 174 
Master and servant, 149, 156 
Measures, false, 11 
Merchant guilds, 134. 136, 145. 146, 

149, 152, 153, 157, 159 
Merchants declaring law, 149. 153 
Merchet, 12, 24. 27. 28. 94 
Merton. Statute of. 79 
Military tenure, 50, 59, 61. 76, 80 
Mill, suit to, 27, 30, 47. 92 
Mise, 39, 123 
Miskenning, ISO 
Monk and sovereign. 148 
Monstraverunt. 99, 100 
Municipalities, 135 

Negligence, 170 

Nonage, 120, 121 

Nullum tempus occurrit regi, 100 



Office, obligation to accept. 28, 46, 168 
Officers, manorial, election of, 168, 

170, 171 
Oppression by reeve, 95 

Pannage, 172 

Peace, the king's, 44 

Peace, the lord's. 113. 141, 142. 143, 

144, 146. 146, 147, 162 
Peers of the tenure, 64 
PUlory, 46 
Plea by confession and avoidance, 

140, 168 
Pleader, professional. 186, 186, 166, 

159, 160 
Pleading, principles of, 118, 119. 128, 

146 
Pleadings, examples of, 84, 89, 118 

123, 146 
Pledge, debtor's body as, 189, 160 
Ploughing service ill done, 19 
Ploughmen elected, 168 
Pound, the lord's, 72, 73. 118 
Poverty, amercement forborne be- 
cause of, 42. 89, 91, 92, 114 
Prescription. 82. 100 
Presentments, 7, 8. 9, 16, 19, 22, 28, 

29, 80. 165. 169 
Presentments of felony, 19 
PrivUeged blood, 106. 106. 112, 121, 

122. 126 
Procedure, points of, 85, 66, 107. 116 
Prohibitions issued by lord. 167, 169 
Purpresture. 93 

Quia Emptores. 74 
Quit-claim. 13. 26. 86. 171 

Rape. 98 

Reaper, common. 86 

Reeve, office of, 23, 45, 96. 168 

Register, appeal to, 111 

Regrating, 113 

Remainder, 40 

Rent, detention of. 8. 38. 68 

Replevin, 70. 170 

Rescue, 43, 113 

Reservation of cases for lord or 

superior court. 82 
Resistance to lawful force. 43 



192 



PLACITA IN CURIIS MAQNATUM ANQLIE. 



ReTersion, 40, 125 

Bolls of court, 28, 85. 40, 46, 78, 81 

Sack and brooch, 62^ 68 

Sale by weight, deficiency on, 140 

Sale, contract of, 183, 186, 189, 140, 
142, 151 

Sootale, 102 

Scutoge, 62 

Sccta, see Suit 

Seisin of chattels, 140, 141, 142 

Seisin of rent, 88 

Rf^isin of service, 61 

Seizure of land, 8, 29, 121, 122 

Serf, see Villan 

Serjeanty, 62, 68 

Services, 5«e Boon-works, and Manor- 
ial offences 

Slander, 19, 86, 82. 95, 109, 116, 148, 
170 

Sokomen, 105 

Sorcery, charge of, 148 

Spices, 156 

Stakeholder, 157 

Statute of Merton. 79 

Statute, Quia Emptores, 74 

Steward, 107, 100 

Stocks, 98 

Strangers, reception of, see Assize of 
strangers 

Strangers, customary land not to be 
conveyed to, 105, 112, 121, 122 

Subinfeudation, 78, 80 

Suit of court, 25, 28, 62. 57, 75, 79 

Suit, production of, 118, 128 

Sunimons, general, 7, 52, 178 

Surcharge of common, 97 

Sureties, action against, 109, 110 

Surrender, 11, 25,82, 34, 40, 46, 107, 
lOH, 114, 174 

Surrender out of court, 126 

Tallage. 10, 11, 12,14,23,88 
Tallage of ancient demesne, 102 
Tallage, how assessed, 12, 102 
Tally. 133, 146 
Tanner, trade of, 94 
Theft. U8 
TiniU>r, 37, 13 



Tithing, 11, 86. 89. 162. 168 
Tithingman, 44, 165. 166. 166. 17^ 

179, 181 
Tithingman, obedienet due to. 169 
Toll of flax, 98 
Toum, sheriff**, 177 
Township, action bj, 160 
Township ameroed, 86, 90 
Township, inquott bj, 118 
Township, tallaged, 10. 11, It. 14. 

88, 80, 88 
Township, preMntoMOti bj, II. 88, 

00 
Trespass, aetiona of, 88. 87. 119. 141, 

142, 160 
TreapaM of baatta, 18, 18, 98 

Uses, 106 

Villan, enfranohisement of, 175 
Villan licensed to ]mr9 lofd*f land, 16 
Villan, marriage with, 84, 86 
Villan, sUtot of, 86. 48. 46, 89. 91. 

161, 163, 169 
Villan tenure, tee Land, emlonary 
Villan, wealth of a, 90, 94 
Villans, oommttniij of, 163, 171 
Virgators, 171 

Wager, 154 

Wager of law, tt€ Law 

Wages of knights, 68 

Waif, 98 

Wardship, 16. 20, 69. 76 

Warranty of land, 19, 81. 8fl. 110 

Warranty of weight of ehatteli aeld. 

140 
Waste, 87, 170 
Welsh war, 59 
Will, 125, 127 
Wine, fine paid in, 7, 19 
Wool, price of, 140, 161 
Words of oonrt, 88, 118, 140, III, 

159 
Woanding, 18. 19 
Writ of right, the UiUc, 106. Ufl 

108, 112-120, 188. 188 
Writ, parohase of. 109, 110 

Year and day, 81 
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BY F. H. MAITLAND. 



Note. The following IdbU thowB the arrangement of this Index : — 

I. Manori of tlie Abbey of Beo. (a) Athersione (Warw.), (6) Blakenham 
(Suf.), (c) Bledlow (Berks.), {d) Combe (Hants.), («) Coiiisford (Oxf.), 
(/) Deverel (Wilts.), {g) Ogbourne (Wilts.), (h) Povington (Wilts.), 
(i) Preston (Sussex), (k) Baislip (Mid.), (Z) Swincombe (Oxf.), 
{mj Tooting (Surrey), (n) Wantage (Berks.), (o) Weedon (Northants.), 
Ip) Wretham (Norf.) 
II. The Abbot of Ramsey's Honour of Broaghton. 

III. Manors of the Abbey of Ramsey, (a) Elton (Hunt.), (6) Gidding 

(Hunt.), (c) Hemingford (Hunt.), ((2) titokeley (Hunt.) 

IV. Manor of King's Bipton (Hunt.) 
y. Fair of S. Ives (Hunt) 

VI. Manor of Brightwaltham (Berks.) 
VII. Hundred of Whorwelsdown and Manor of Ashton (Wilts.) 



I. MANORS OF THE ABBEY OF BEO. 

(a) Atherstone (Warwick) Hawisa, 25 

Alicon, Will., 26 Hull', Stacias de la, 20 

Bouer, Joh. lo, 41 Julian, Thorn., 25, 41 

Clericus, Adam, 25, 41 ^ ^^ 

Cymiteno, Hugo de, 41 ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ 

Deboneir, Joh., 25 

Douce, Walt., 41 Marescalcus, Bad., 26 

Meke, Bob., 25 

Faber, Bad., 41 Molendinarius, Bog., 40, 41 

Filius Alicie, Will., 25 . Muck, Agnes uxor Walt., 40, 41 

Filius Augnetis, Joh., 41 Bob. 41 
Fullo, Laur., 25 

Fulwde, Thorn, de, 25 Overton, Bob. de, 26 
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Pisior, Bad., 41 
Bad. jun., 41 
Thorn., 25, 26 

Botarias, Alex., 25 

Stace, Bad., 41 

Tallase, Hago, 25, 26 
Turner, Qalf. le, 26 

Widon, Qodef. de, 26 
Woderowe, Bob., 41 

(6) BUkenham (Suffolk) 
MogedoD*, Bob. de, 12 

Sacerdoiis, Nich. fil., 12 

(c) Bledlow (Bnckf .) 

AlbuB, Sim., 20 
Andree, Alicia relicta, 22 
Andreu, Hugo, 80 

Will., 33 
Aula, Hugo de, 22 

Cristina fil. Sim. de, 22 

Ballivus, Bob., 30 
Desmere, Sim. le, 6 
Blacstan, Hen., 30 
Blaksion, Lucia, 27 
Blund, Bic. le, 20 
Brian, Job., 22 
Brone, Hen. le, 31 
Brun, Job., 33 
Buritrop, Alanus de, 23 

Carpenter, Will, le, 6 
Chepman, Phil., 23, 30, 31 
Cimiterio, Hugo de, 27, 30, 33 

Job. do, 22 
Costard, Bob., 6, 21 
Cotercl, Alicia, 23 

Oalf.. 30 

Hen.. 31 

Job., 30 

Pet.. 21 

W^ill., 33 
Cruce, Hen. dr, 28 

Bob. de, 27, 31 



Cabbel, Joh., 80 
Combe, Sim. d« Is, 6, 7 

Dene, Agneta dfl la, 17 

Maria de Is, 88 

Bad. de la, 80 

Bie. dfl la, 90 
Derewyn*, Hugo, tt 

Joh., 97 

WiU., 99, 97 
Dorewyn', §e$ Dartwyn* 
Dune, Joh. da la, 80 

Will, da U, 80 

Faber, Hago, 90 

Bob., 98 
Fabri, Beliota, 98 
Felawe, Joh., 80, 88 
Filins Andrae, Hugo, 97 
Filios Lecie, Bie., 6 
Filios MabiUe, Oil.. 6 
Filius Odooia, Bie., 6 
Filioa Simonit, WiD., 6 
Foreatar', Juliana, 97 98 
Franceys, Joh. le, 6 

Sim. le, 6, 91 

WilL le, 6 
Frankelain, Joh., 98 
Fraxino, Walt de, 80 81 
Freael, Bob., 80 
Frithe, Hugo de la, 7. 90 

WUl. da la, 98, 97 

Oibe, Bob., 88 
Oolde, Thorn., 80 
Oratele, Joh., 80, 88 



Hameldon, Domina da. 
Harding, Alicia, 97. 81 

Hugo, 80 

Joh., 6 
Henion, Jordanoa da, 6 
Heyward, Hago la, 81 
Holemere, Augnaa ata, I 
llulle. Bie. ate, 88 

Bio. de la, 99, 98, 97, 

Will, de la, 90 

Isaac, Aficia, 80, 88 
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Johanna, Vidua, 6 

Ravening, Will., 38 
Kinct, Bad., 6 
Kulbel, Joh., 27 
Kutclburn, Hen., 22 

Itelicta Will.. 27 

Will., 20. 21, 22, 23 

Lolkesbergh*. Hen. de, 27, 30 

Martin, Matillis, 23, 27 
Matheu, Kic, 30 
Messor, Alanus, 30, 31 

Osbertus, 31 
Molendinarius, Qreg., 22, 27, 33 

Ric, 6 

llob., 23, 27 
Mora, Will, de, 6, 27 
More, Johanna ate, 33 

Joh. de la, 30 

Rio. de la, 31 
Muser, Odo de, 6 

Newemere, Joh., 33 

Kic. de, 7 

Syni. de, 22, 23 
Niweraer, see Newemere 

Orped, Joh., 21 
Osiet, Joh., 22 
Osmund, Hugo, 22 

Palmer, Joh. le, 30 
Palmerus, Joh., 23 
Parage, Wido, 6 
Paumer, Ric. le, 33 
Pee, Hugo le. 22 

Joh. le, 23 
Phelip, Matillis, 33 
Pinel, Hugo, 30 
Prato, Alionora de, 31 

Raghenild, Joh., 23 
Rede, Agnes de la, 30 
Roisia, 21 

Scnholt, Hen. de, 31 
Hugo de, 30 
Joli. de, G, 20, 21, 22, 23 



Serviens, Adam, 80 

Oodet, 23 

Jooius, 21 

Rob., 22, 23, 27. 28 
Sidenham. Greg, de, 6 
Smert, Joh., 31 
Sperling, Job., 6, 7 

Will., 22 
Squier, Alicia, 80 

Hugo, 23 

Joh., 6 
Standen, Alicia de, 6 
Stanhard, Hen.. 22 
Strata, Petronilla de, 23, 27. 31 
Strette, Galf. de la, 6 

Tritarator, Rob., 30 

Wodeward', Juliana, 31 
Wyking, Hugo, 28, 27, 80, 33 

Job., 31 
Wyte, Adam le, 30 

{d) Combe (Hantg.) 

-Dagemer', Hugo de, 36 
Joh. de, 34, 35 
Will, de, 34, 36 

Puteo, Joh. filius Walt, de, 34, 35 
Walt, de, 34, do 

{e) Cottiiford (Oxford) 
Bar, Bad. le, 22 

Bob. le, 32 
Becoo, Abbas de, 37 
BleddeU', Wm., 22 
Boneffant, Joh., 22 
Brunild, Bad., 22 

Faber, Bog., 23 

WiU., 22 
Filia Isabelle, Maria, 27 
FUius Bogeri, Will., 28 
Forde, Bio. de la, 28, 32 

Huwes, Joh., 32, 87 

Bullus, Herb., 22 

Parmentar, Bob., 23 
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Serviens, Joh., 84, 28 

Verdun, Dom. Tehobaldua do, 87 

Wftr, Rad. le, 28 
Warin, Isabella, 28 
Wido, 23 

(/) Devertl (WUti.) 
Beroarius, Martinus, 18 

Cobbe, Will., 13 
Coke, WUl., 13 

Doggeskin, Walt., 18 

Faber, Amoldus, 18 

Oeniil, Rob., 18 
Guner, Thorn., 13 

Molendinarius, Will., 18 
Porcarias, Will., 18 
Scut, WUl., 13 

{g) Ogbonrne (Wilti.) 

Angulo, Saloman de, 86 
Assuk, Adam, 36 
Azulf, Hen., 19 

Bcrcarii, RGlicia Rad., 20 
Bigge, \Vill. le, 47 
Blakcbcrd', Will., 19 
Bodenham, Ric, 19 
Borgeys, Pet. le, 19 
Brond, Will., 36 
Butery, Job., 36 
Butry, Ric, 19 

Capcllanus, Thorn., 19 
Coopero, Will., 20 
Cornere, Eva de la, 20 
Crok', Nich., 9 

Druet, Joh., 30 
Druladon. Will., 47 
Dryc, Nich., 19 
Paul. 30 



Elena, Vidua, 26 

Filia Nicholai, Maifldm, 86 
Filios Cantitar', Rob., 19 
Filios Eve, Will., 10 
Folioi, Sampson, 9 

Heiwardas, 9 
Hoga, Thorn, de, 19 
Horiford, Rie. dfl, 10 

Joce, Rad., 90 
Jordanos, 10 

Kelbe, MaUllii, 86 
Kiwel, Pet, 86 

Longeepee, Will., 9 
LortimeFe, Bic. dfl, 10, 1 

Messor, Pet, 86 

Walt, 20 
Mojaee, Adam, 19 

Notte, Hen. le, 19 
NoTUS, Hugo, 20 

Pafey. Will., 20 
Parys, Jor. de, 19 
Pastor, Staph., 19 
Payn, Oalf., 19 
Penant Rio., 20 
Pink, lien., 20 
Playdon, Rog., 9 
Prepositus, Hen., 10 

Will., 86 
Pund, Joh. de la, 86 

Ricardas, 10 
Ringer, Phil.. 80 
Ringerus, 10 
Rassel, Adam, 86 

Scalario, Rad. do, 90 
Siward. Nich., 20 
Squal, Joh., 86 
Sywardi, Isabella, 19 

Vinur, Will. It. 86 
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Wicir, Walt, de la, 86 
Wyka, Galf., 19 

{h) PoTington (Wilti.) 
Lutteton, Galf. de, 14 

Tole, Qonilda de la, 14 
Joh. filing Gonilde de la, 14 

Qucchepuke, Bad., 14 

St<'phanl, Isabella relicta, 14 

Wcbbe, Alicia la, 14 
Witeway, Will. de. 14 

(i) Preston (Sassex) 
Dogers, Galf., 20 

Hale, Editha in K 34 
Hampton*, Galf. de, 83 

Martinus de, 83 
Horin, Joh., 27 

Matillis, soror Simonis, 26 
May, Kog. le, 34 
Motard, Will., 33 

Tatrik, Sym., 20, 27 
Pauiner, Math, le, 34 

Strode, S^-m. de, 20 

(k) Ruislip (Middlesex) 

Agnotia, arnica Bercarii, 8 

Albus, Will., 8, 9, 10 

Alewyne, 8 

Aliz, Rob., 43 

Andr', Ilagenild, relicta Will., 16 

Will., 15 
Arborc, Hugo de, 9, 10, 39 

Baldewyn', Will., 14 
Becco, Ragenilda de, 14, 15 
Beck', Bob. le, 14 
Bercarius, Joh., 8 

Will., 15 
Berd, Alicia, 29 
Bisuthc, Gil., 8, 9, 15, 10 

Joh., 16, 10 



Bithewod', Alwynus, 14 
Blakemere, Joh., 46 
Blund*, WUl. le, 16 
BradiP, Joh., 8 
Brakespere, Nich., 8 
Brasdefer, Joh., 14 
Brihtwyne, Will., 16 
Brok, Joh. del, 16 
Brun, Ben., 42 

Bio., 14 
But, Bad., 89 

Walt, le, 14, 16 

Campo, Will, de, 46 
Canon, Bog., 8 
Carpentarius, Galf., 8 

Joh., 8 
Chayham, Bic, 8 
Gilteme, Bob. de, 45 
Clerekes, Matillis N, 41, 42 
Clericus, Bog., 9 
Clerk, Will., 46 
Coc, Bob., 14 

Will., 14 
Cocus, Hen., 46 
Cok, Bad., 8 
Croyser, Bad., 89, 42 

Bob. le, 16 
Cruce, Hugo de, 9, 15 
Camba, Hugo de, 44 

Druet, Vidua, 19 

Edelot, Will., 45 
Estcote, Humf. de, 89 

Faber, Elias, 46 
Felda, WUL de, 14 
Fige, Joh., 89, 45 
Filius Hamonis, Bog., 8 
Filias Johannifl, Will., 8, 16, 10 
Filius Messoris, Walt., 16 
Filing Petri, Joh., 8 
Fonte, Bad. de, 46 

Bob. de, 15, 29 
Forde, Bic. ate, 46 
Forestahos, Will., 43, 44, 46 

Gardiner, Arthunis le, 14, 15 
Oery, Joh., 15 
WiU., 29 
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Oesi, Rio. le, 15 
Oilibertus, 9 
Golder, Galf. le, 88 

Will., 42 
Gust, Steph., 30 

Haes, Isabella de, 15 
Hale, Bob. in, 14 
Ilamond, Rog., 39, 43 
Harding, Will., 39, 42 
Hoberd, Rod., 39 

Rog., 39, 42 
Hole, Will, in le, 42 
Honfridus, 29 

Hugo, 42 
Horseman, Ric, 15 
Huberd, see Hoberd 
Hubert, Ric, 9 
Hulle, Joh. de, 14, 16, 39, 40 

Juliana ate, 45 

Will, ate, 42 

Jonant, Isabella, 15 

Kcvcre, Joh., 42, 44, 45 
King, Joh. le, 38, 42 
Rob. le, 8, 14 

Lamb, Gil. le, 8, 14 

Pet.. 39 
Lefred*. Alvena, 15 
Leofred, Rio., 15 
Lepere, Will, le, 45 
Leured, Christ., 16 
Lofta, Juliana uxor Rog. de, 14 

Malcviir, Cristina filia Ric, 29 

Joh., 45 

Rio., 8, 14, 30, 39, 42 
Marleward, Hugo, 43, 44 

Rob., 9 

Will., 45 
Maselina, 39 
Maureward', Rob., 14, 15 

Will., 14 
Mcssor, Will, le, 39. 43, 44 
Molcndinarii, Royza uxor, 8 
Molendino, Lucia de, 29 

Nothel, Rob., 42, 44 



Payn, Joh., 46 

Petri, Isabella relicta, 8 

Pinnorv, Amioia de, 46 

Bio. de, 16, 16 

WiU. de, 42 
. Pontfreyit, IsabelU, 41, 42 

Rio., 15 

Bog., 89. 40 

Will., 42 
Poreariufl, Ariharns, 16 
Prust. Hen., 46 

Bamseye, Adam de, 48, 44, 46 
Banulf, Joh., 42 
Bedhed, Bob., 46 
Beygate, Gait de. 46 
Bobin. Job., 42, 46 

Bio., 8 
Botarius, Bio., 46 

Salvage, Pet, 42 

Walt.. 44. 46 
Bcaccario, Will. de. 48. 44 
Sherewind, Bio., 46 
Sigar, Walt. 14 
Slipere, Will., 9, 14, 16 
Stevene, Pet, 46 

Bad., 42 
Strette, Agnes de la, 16 

Alioia de la, 16 
Suhtcote, Bog. de, 44 
Sutor, Benegenis, 88 

Bog., 88 

Trioe, Cristinm, 44, 46 

White, Hen. le, 44. 46 
Willolrous. 9 
Wrenche. Bob.. 46 

(Z) Swineombe (Ozfird) 
Bercarioa, Will., 7 
Dosco. Hugo de, 7 
Bouewode. Hogo, 7 

Bog.. 7 
Bunting. Hen.. 87 

Carter, Joh., 27 
Crace, Pet de. 27 
Bic. de, 27 
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Dene, Hen. de la, 27 

Etys, Ric, 7 

Fabcr, Joh., 7 
Filius Alexandri, Pet., 7 
Filius Hcnrici. Will., 7 
Fonte, Joh. de, 27 
Forcslarius, Joh., 27 

Hacshe, Joh. de la, 27 

Mile, Hen., 7 

lUc, 7 
Muncy, Rad., 27 

Pik', Hugo, 7 

Rob., Alius Ilugnnis, 7 

Rastold, Ric, 7 

Wace, Relicta, 27 
Wille, Adam, 27 

(m) Tooting (Surrey) 
ArthuruF, 12 

Bercarius, Yon, 7, 12 
Bo3co, Will, de, 29 
Brodewatere, Rog. de, 26 

Chalnner, Barth., 12 

Elis, Hugo, 28 

Faber, Will., 28 
Filius Alme, Joh., 26 
Filius Sueyn, Reg., 12 
Filius Sutoris, Baldewynus, 26 
Fleming, Hen., 20 
Franceys, Will., 20 

Godwynus, 8 

Hagoldon', Hamo dc, 8, 12, 13 

Jordan, Will., 12 

Lcaware, Ric, 13 
Linene, Rob., 26 

Morevilla, Rad. de, 13 
Will, de, 8, 13 
Will, filius Will., 13 



Prepositus, Walt., 7, 12 

Robin, Matillis reliota, 7 
Roce, Will., 8 

- Rufla, Lacia, 12 
Raf!us, Rog., 8 

Sarra, Vidua, 8 

Scot. Will., 13 

Spendelove, Mabilia reliota, 8, 13 

Stretham, Elyas de, 12 

- Jordanus de, 8, 13 
Will, de, 8 

Sueyn, Reg., 13 

Sutor, Walt., 26 

Will., 7, 13 

Walterus, 13 

(n) WanUge (Berks.) 

Bareton, Rob. le, 10 
Biwestebrok, Eurardus, 11 

Cimiterio, Cristiana relicta Petri dc, 
11 

Faber, Walt., 31 
Filius Ade, Hugo. 10 
Filius Aelene, Hen.. 10 
Fraxino, Hen. de, 10 

Rog. de. 10 

Will. de. 31 

Iremangere, Rog., 31 
Will., 11 

Level, WiU.. 10 

Pasmer*. Matillis de, 31 
Prcst. Will. le. 11 
Pateo. Qalf. de, 10 

Reginaldi, Matillis relicta. 31 
Ripel. Will, de, 31 
Roberd, Joh., 31 

Teler, Hen. le, 10 

Wika, Hugo de, 11 

(o) Weedon (Northanti.) 
Askil, Thorn., 16 
Will.. 16. 21. 24 
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Bernard, Joh., 17, 18 

Bad., 24, 87 
Bilhing, Walt, 87 
Bissop, Guncr, 87 
Bledd*, Joh. dc,21 
Boys, Rio. le, 11 
Brockhole, Joh., 46 

Juliana uxor Rob., 18 

Rob., 17, 18, n 
Brother, Walt., 18 

Will., 17 
Bussel, Hugo, 17, 21 

Cado, Joh., 17 

Will., 46 
Camera, CJol. do, 24 
Cappe, Rio., 11 
Caretarius, Joh., 87 

Wido, 17 
Cartere, Matillis reliota, 11, 18 

Walt., 11,18 
Champiun, Sim., 16 
Glorious, Juliana filia Will., 40 

Sim.. 11, 40 

Will., 37 
Coverer, Hen. le, 32 
Crispus Aylewinus, 17, 18 

Joh., 17 

Doyntc, Klyas, 11 

Will., 11 
Dochy, Rob., 11, 18 

Faber, Ric., 24 
IU>g.. 11,21 

FlUA 

FiLiDR Henrici, Joh., 17 
Lovcrd, Emma, 32 
Matillidis. Rob., 21 
Noes, Will., 10 
rrc|>oBili, Sim., 17 
Robcrti, Agatha, 21 
BacordotiR, Gil., 18, 21 
Sair, Juliana, 17 
Vicarii, Uic, 11. 17, 18 
Widonis, Ric, 11,17 

FlrmiriR. Will. lo. 21 
Fianr»'\ v. (Jod.. 17 
Fninkrlain, Suph., 21 



Oayton, Athelina mot 

88 
Gileberd, Steph., 87 
Oodefray, Hen., 87 
Qreae. Galf. ate, 87 

Oodef., 16 

Walt de la, 17, 18. 87 

Will., 11 

Will. Letard, 17 

Hel, Alina del, 17 
Hulle, Rob. ate, 87, 88 



Idel, Will., 18 

Juvene, Sim. le, 87 

King, David, 17 

Lauman, Wido, 11 
Loue, Wido, 16 
Love, Ric., 18 
Loverd, Bic., 82 
Lotting, Ouner, 16 

Mabeli, Agnes, 24 

Joh. 23 
Bf ercer, Joh. le, 1 1 
Mile, Walt. 46, 47 

Noe, 21 

Oppmcl, Ric, 16 

Pary8,Win., 11 
Persone, Joh., 16, 87. 46. 47 
Pinguis, Noo, 24 
Plumir, Ric. le, 24 

Rieheman, Joh., 17 

Senior, Godef., 11 
Servions, Ric, 24 
Snel, Goda uxor Will., 17 
Stambrig', Hugo de, 17, 18 

Will, do, 18 
Stam|)eluuo, Agnes, 24 
Suweyn, (UK., 17 

Tailooi.Godcf. \f>, 17, 21. M 
Joh., 17, lA, 31 
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Tale, Will., 11 

Tonestal, Alicia uxor Joh., 46 

Galf., 17 

Joh., 46 

Wid, Rob., 25 

Walt., 24 
Wilot, Will., 46 
Winebaud, Galf., 17, 21 

Juliana uxor Rad., 17, 18, 21 

Sim., 21 
Winebold, Sim., 16 
Witrich', Joh., 16, 18 



Tngulf, Qalf., 87 
Yvo, 40 



(p) Wretham (Norfolk) 

Filia Aluredi, Boiild, 12 
Filia Edithe, Magotto, 12 
Filia Jori, Agnes, 12 
Filia Seemani, Agnes, 12 
Filia Stephani, Margarita, 12 
Filius Bicardi, Oil., 12 
Frankelajne, Galf., 12 



II. THE ABBOT OF RAMSEY'S HONOUR OF BROUGHTON. 



Abouetoun, Galf., 71 
Achholt, W. de, 68 

Rob. filius Will, de, 72 
Aspelon, Joh., 72 
Aula, Will., de, 67 
Aylington, Joh. de, 53, 54, 56, 57, 58, 

62, 63, 65, 66, 72 

Ballard', Joh., 79 
Balliolo, Rio. de, 69 
Ballivus, Will., 82, 83 
Barth', Rog. le, 79 
Barton, Will, de, 69, 79 
Baruwe, Joh. de, 52, 54, 55, 60 

Rog. de, 85 
Bayllif, Thorn, le, 69 
Bayloyl, Hugo de, 58 
Bedel, Thorn, le, 69 
Bello Carapo, W. de, 57, 62, 68 
Benethetun, Rio., 68 
Beneyt, Galf., 52 
Bere, God., 55, 58 

Ric. de la, 54, 57, 60 
Bereford, W. de, 75 
Bemewcir, Will, do, 76 
Berth', Hugo le, 69 
Beynville, Ric. de, 84 

Thorn, de, 72 
Blundel, Galf., 72 
Boroweir, Albredus do, 72, 76, 81 
Botiler, Rad. le, 72, 74 

Rog. Ic. 72, 76, 81 
Bradcnack', War. dc, 60, 72, 81 
Brancestiia, Mich, de, 55, no 



Branoestria, Thorn, de, 72 
Bray, Joh. do, 58 

Will, de, 71 
Brekespere, Will., 69, 71 
Brevis, Joh. del, 69 
Broucton*, Apsalon de, 66, 67 

Gocelinus de, 67 

WUl. de, 69, 71 
Brown, Hen., 71 

Rio., 79 
Burel, Steph., 60 

Burne, Rich, de la, 52, 53, 56, 58, 
61,66 

Rob. de la, 71 

Walt, filius Rich, de la, 61 
Bythebrock', Walt., 78 

Camera, And. de, 59 
Camvill', Eustachius de, 57, 61 
Cancia, J. de, 61, 64 
Carectarius, Barth., 67 
Carnayle, Will, de la, 59 
Carpentarius, Joh., 64 
Carpenter, Rog. le, 70 
Castre, Rad. de, 80, 85 
Catoun, Rio., 70 
Cheny, Hen. de, 69, 73, 81 
Cheual, Hugo de, 65 
Cissor, Rob., 54 
Gierke, Thorn, le, 71 
•Clervaus, J. de, 81 

Rad. de, 76 
Comton', Rob. de, 65, 60 

WiU. tiUus Rob.. 60 
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Cotenham, Joh. de, 76, 79 
Cranemere, Rog. de, 74 
Craanfeud*, And. de, 71 

Oil. de, 81 

Bog. filiua Oil. de, 61 

Dally, Ric, 70 

Darcy, Norman, 77, 80, 84 

Deyn, Joh. le, 80 

Dilewik*. Rog de, 55, 58, 61, 63, 65, 

66,67 
Druri, Hen., 79 

Eliswartir, Alicia de, 55, 58 

Ed. de, 80 
Engayne, Hen. de, 55 

Joh. de, 70, 76 
Enveyse, Sylv. le, 72, 76, 78, 80 

Will, le, 72. 76, 78, 80, 81 
Eyr, Rog. le, 66 

Will, le, 74 

Will, filius WUl. le, 75 

Fenion', Rog. de, 64 

FiLIA 

Filius 
Alani, Ric, 60 

Rog., 63 
Andree, Rad., 55 
Apsnlonis, Joh., 65 
Bartholoinei, Vin., 03 
Bcncdicti, Galf., 01 
Briani, Rio., 59 
Clcrici, Joh., 58 
Emmc, Will., 71 
Eustagii, Herv., 58 
Evcrardi, Will., 55, 68 
Galfridi, Joh., 71 

Ric, 72 

Will., 68 
Galien*, Walt, 64, 65 
Giliberti, Rog., 75 

War., 58, 61 

Will., 06 
Hawysic, IU)b., 64 

Will.. 55 
llcnrici, Galf., 54 

HuRO. 58 

Joh., 58. 71 

lua.. 51, 55, 58 

Rob., 05 



FiLU 

Filius 
Heorid, Will, 67 
Hogonis, AdAm, 79 

Alan, 69 

Hen., 71 

Joh.. 67 

Math., 64, 68, 63 

Bob., 64, 60 

Bog., 71 

Will., 68, 59, 61. 67. 7» 
Jocelini. Joh., 60. 68 

Will., 61 
Johannifl, Ben.. 67 

Joh.. 53 

Bic, 66 

Will., 66 
Lecie, Sym., 54 
Mayn, Alan., 68 
Mile, Oalf., 55 
Nioholai, Thom., 68 
Badolfi, Uan., 65 

Joh., 60. 12 

Bad.. 58 

Bic. 71 

Bob.. 68 
Beginaldi. Job., 6 

Bob.. 55 
Bicardi, Bad.. 69 

Bob., 58, 61 

Sim., 58 

Thom., 69 

Will., 53. 58 
Boberti. Joh.. 68 

Nioh.. 55 

Bad.. 68 

Will.. 53. 64. 55 
Bogeri. Hen.. 54. 57 

Thom.. 69 
Stcphani, Adam, 73 

Bad.. 58 
Symonis, Thom.. 53 
Thome. Hen.. 64 

Will., 59 
Walter!. Joh., 65. 66. 78 

Sim., 58 
Warini, Thom., 58 
Willelmi. Joh.. 55 

Bob.. 57. 83 

Bog., 69, 71 
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FiLIUS 

Willolmi, Sym., 55 
Thorn., 55, 03, 65, 66, 71 
Will., 69, 71, 72 
Yvonis, Thorn., 66 
Foulere, Bornard le, 69 
Fraser, Gil., 63 
Fraunccya, Joh., 72, 76 
Fraunkchome, Adam le, 81 
Frcman, Thorn, le, 55, 76 

Will. Ic, 82 
Fugcra, Kob., 55 

Will., 55, 71 
Fyf, Uob. Ic, 72, 81 

Garden, Ben., 54, 73 
Gardener, Bern, le, 71 
Gcntil, Bcatricia, 52 
Gernoiin, Joh., 73, 81 

Bob., 79 
Gornun, Nich., 67 
Gidding*, Joh. de, 69, 72 

Bad. de, 70 

Bic. de, 59 

Walt, de, 60 
Gledcscyc, Joh. de, 58 

Bob. de, 72 

Sim. de, 69, 72 
Glovornic, Comes, 56, 57, 65 
Gore, Will., 79 
Grafham, W. de, 84 
Grancurt, Thom. de, 61 
Grauole, Bob. filius Walt, de, 55, 58 

Walt, de, 55 
Grava, Will, de, 55, 61, 71 
GrilTinus, Princepa Wallie, 59 
Gyd', Walt, de, 52, 53 

Haliwcll, Apsalon de, 67, 68 
Hnmptcr, Bic. le, 52 
HaninpfeiuV, see Hanyfcld* 
Hanyfeld', Sewalus, filius WUl., 78 

Thom. filius Will., 78 

Will, de, 72, 76, 78, 81, 84 
flarpefcud', Joh. de, 55, 59, 71, 76, 

78, 8? 
Ilaywaru, Bic. le, 73 
Heningfeld', Sewal de, 53, 54, 55, 56, 

58, 01 
Herbert, Will., HI 



Heres, Bog., 53, 64 

Sim., 60 

WiU., 67, 68 
Hervy, WUl., 79 
Holeweir, Steph. de, 52, 55, 63 

Will, de, 68, 69, 71, 76, 79, 81 
Horold, Will., 64 
Hotot, Ric. de, 69, 71, 76 
Hotton', Rob. de, 53, 54, 67, 68 

S. de, 66 
Hubert, Joh., 73, 74 
Hundredar*, Elyas, 67 
Hunt*, Is. de, 70 
Huntercumbe, Walt, do, 72 
Hygeneye, Auicia de, 83, 84 
Hyrst, Yvo de, 69. 76, 79, 83 

Thom. filius Yvonis de, 52, 63 

Johannes, Abbas Ramesiensis, 75 

Ken, Joh. le, 71 
Kemayir, Will, de la, 62, 63f 
Ketil. Will., 71 
King, Johanna le, 69 

Lauheshull, Rob. filius Sim. de, 54 

Sim. de, 54 
Lenveyse, Selv., 61, 64 
Lowelinus, Princeps Wallie, 59, 60 
Ley ham, Joh. de, 76, 81 

Olyva de, 72 

Pet. de, 52, 58, 61, 63 
Lindeseya, Thom. de, 62 
Lond\ Will, de, 70 
Louerd', Joh. le, 69 

Mahew, Joh., 71 
Marescallus, Had., 57, 71 

Vin., 68 
Mareschal, Rad. le, 54, 76 
Martin, Sim., 73 
May, Joh., 72 
Mercer, Thom. le, 79 
Mere, Isabella atte, 73 
Molendinarius, Hen., 69, 81 
Monachus, Ber., 76 
Monewode, Umf. de, 72 
Morel, Rob., 60, 68 
Morice, Will., 69, 71 
Mouwyn, Joh., 76 
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Moays, Hascelyna, 71, 73 
Moyllard, Cecilia, 75 

Isabella filia Ceoilie, 75 
Moyne, Dercngaras le, 52, 54, 55, 60, 
61. 64, 67, 76, 77, 80, 84 

Will, le, 72, 76, 78, 80, 81. 85 
Mulesho, Hugo de, 54. 58 

Norreys, Bad. le, 71, 76. 79 

Rog. filius Bad. le. 71 
Nune, Will. le. 79 

Ocholt, Rob. Alius Will. de. 74 
Olneye. Job. de, 52 
Over', Rob. de, 62 
Oxindon', Ed. de, 79 
Oxonie, Comes, 57, 62, 68, 72. 76, 77, 
79. 80, 84 

Pappewurth, Rio. de. 61 
Parentin, Rob. de. 52, 53. 55, 58 
Payne, Cristiana filia Sim.. 81 

Job., 71 

Sim., 58 
Peverel, Rob., 58 
Porter, Ric. Ic, 65 

Will, le, 71 
Prentot, Hugo, 73, 75 

Adam, 73 
PrepoHitus, Benedict.. 64 
Prodonie, Steph., 69 
Pyel, Thorn., 59 

Radclyvc, Job. de, 82, 83, 84 

Radewcir, Will, de, 65 

RameBeia, Abbas de, 61, 65, 74, 84 

RamesicnRis, CamerariuB. 56 

Randulph'. Job., 67 

Ranulphus, Abbas Ramesicnsis, 68 

Raucle, Job. dc, 55 

Rideman, Will., 69, 72. 73, 75, 76, 80 

RidemannuR, 53. 64, 77, 81 

Ripnm, Galf. tu\, 64 

Ripton*. Alex, dc, 68, 79 

Miles (Ic, 52 

Phil, filius Militis de. 52. 76 
Rodlnnd, Galf.. 53, 55, 58, 59, 66 
Rmilaund, Clalf., 75 

Ric. 71, ftl 
Uu«<-1. Will.. GO 



Sale, Hen. de la, 71 

Sauncheverel, Nieh., 71 

Schepewyk, Job. de, 7S 

Stangryih', ImOmIU de. 81 

Stouwe, Bald, de, 72, 73. 76. 81 

Stratford', AgoeU de, M, 64« 65. 56 
61, 63. 66 
Elias fiUos AgneU de, 68, 64. K. 
61. 63. 66. 66. 67 

Straton'. Elyae de, 68 

Stripling. Sim., 61 

Stynecl'. Bam. de, 76, 77. 79. 80. 64 
Hen. de. 63. 66, 68 
Rob. de. 62. 68. 66, 66, 68 

Swyneford*, Margeri* de, 69. 78, 77. 
80,84 

Tartarin, Alex., 70 
Tebaad', Joh., 64 
Terefend*. Joh. de. 80, 86 

War. de. 66. 67 
Theref*. Elyaa de, 66 
Trille. Rog.. 59 
Tyrile. Rad. de. 64. 68, 61. 64 

Ulf. Ric. 68 
Unwyne. Thom.. 71 
Upwod*. Walt. de. 66, 67 

Vemoun. Joh. de, 76 

Walkelyn. Alex., 76 

War', Thom. le. 74. 85 

Warboys. Barth. filiut Mich, dc, 63 

Joh. filiufl Umfr. de, 78 
Wardeb*. Mich. de. 63 
Warowyk*. Thom. le, 79. 80 
Warinus. Attomatus Abbfttia, 68, 65, 

66 
Wassinggele. W. de. 74. 76. 88. 86 
Welle. Joh. de, 84 
Weston*. Maar. de, 60 
Winton'. Rad. de. 56 
Witoide. Rad. 66 
Wychcnton*. W. de. 67. 62, 76. Tt 

79.84 
W>king. Rad.. 66 

Will, filiui Rad., 66 
Wync. Wai. 76 
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Wynton\ Rad. de, 64, 05, 66, 67 Wystoue, J. de, 86 

Wyston'. Will, filios WUl. de. 76, 80, 
81 Yvone, Sancto, Will. Vicarius de, 60 



III. MANORS OF THE ABBEY OF RAMSEY. 



(a) Elton (Hants.) 

Achard, Hen., 91 

Hugo, 91, 94 
Alicia soror Reginald!, 94 
Angulo, Galf. in, 91 

Ric. in, 91 
Athclina Boror Reginaldi, 94 
Aylington, Job. de, 91 

Steph. de, 94 

Bernewcir, Will, de, 91, 92, 93, 94 
Blakeman, Reg., 90 
Boneyt, Reg., 93 
Bovebioc, Hen., 92 

Hen. filius Henrici, 92 

Joh., 92 
Brinitone, Galf. dc, 91, 93 

Capellainia, Rob., 91 
Carpenter, Elias, 92 
Carter, Maggo le, 92 
Child, Gil.. 02 

rbil., 91 
Crist iana soror Reginaldi, 94 
Cruceni, Alex, ad, 92 

Rob. ad, 90, 92 
Crudde, Rog., 94 
Cuttyle, Agnes, 93 

Duning, Job., 91, 94 

Faber, Hen., 91 
Fabianus, 93 

FiLIA 
FlLIUB 

Alexandri, Job., 91 
Bele, Mabilia, 91 

Ric, 91 
Benedicti, Reg., 91, 94 
Gileberti, Alex., 91 
Goscelini, Ricb., 95 
Iniberti, Rnd., 93 
Jacobi. Will., 95 
Prepositi, Hen., 90, 91, 93 



Franceys, Job., 91 
Freman, Elyas le, 94 

Joh. le., 94 

Will, le, 92 

Gamel, Gil., 91 

Rog., 90, 91. 92 
Godswein, Hen., 91 

Job., 91 
Goscelinus, 91 

Hubert, Bad., 92 

Map, Thorn., 92 

Ric. filius Thorn., 92 
Messor, Hen., 91 
Morburn', Thom., 92, 93 
Mustard, Jordanus, 94 

Newebonde, Hen., 92, 93 
Noppe, Phil., 90 

Page, Joh., 91, 93. 94 

Reg., 94 
Prepositus, And., 91 

Gil., filius Ric, 92 

Mich., 92, 95 

Ric, 92, 95 

Saladin, Agnes filia Phil., 92, 93 

Phil., 92 
Sutor, Rad., 91 

Wald*, Will, dc, 94 
Wyse, Gil. filius Reg. le, 92 
Reg. le, 92 

(6) Oidding (Hunts.) 

Bayllon, Sim., 98 

Bert, Alicia, uxor Job., 98 

Job., 98 
Bouetun, Will, a, 97, 98 

Will. fiUus Willehni a, 97 
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Bycke, Will.. 97 
BynoUiotun, Joli., 98 

Carponiarius, Hen., 97 
Coton', Job. de, 98 

Filiua Hawysio, Job., 98 
Filius Nicbolai. Job., 97 
Filius Rogeri. Will., 98 
Filius Waltori, Martinus. 97 
Fraunkclcyn, Rob., 97 

Walt., 98 
Fykcys, Will., 97 

Gray, Reg. le, 98 

He won, Sana le, 98 
Sim. le, 98 

Kyng, Walt., 98 

Lacb', Job. le, 98 

Mcssor, Will., 97 

Monck, Job., 98 

Sarra le, 98 

Nowcman, Job. Ic, 97 

Pckker*, Sim. 97 

Scot, Alanus, 97 

Tixtor, Ric.,94 

(c) Hemingford (Honti.) 

Almar, Tbom., 89, 90 

Reg., 89 
Amablo, Tbom., 88, 89 
AuDzered, Job., 89, 90 

Bcnclond, Sim. do, 88 
Borel, Sim., 90 

Cadcman, Sim., 89 
Co, Job. le, 89 
Cot, Alicia, 89 

ElcBworth', Nicli. de, 88 



Former, Nioh. le, 88 
FxLnjs 
Qalfridi, Hen., 88 

Sim., 88 
Qunildo, Joh., 88 
Henrioi, Absalon, 90 

Hen., 89 
Rogeri, Hen., 88, 89 

Sim., 88 
Petri, Adam, 88 
Reg., 88 
Ric, 90 
' Simonis, Will., 80 
Thome, Will., 90 

Grey, Reg. de, 89 
Gonnild, Job., 89 

Ingol, Katerina, 89 

Maram, Reg. ad, 88 
Mare, Reg. ate, 90 
Mareecallus, Thorn.. 88 
Mutim, Beatrice, 89 

Noble, Job. le, 89 
Noweman, Galf. le, 88 

Osomund, Cristiana, 89 

Palmoriui, Nig., 88 
Prcpositui, Hen., 89 
Puteum, Hen. ad, 88 

Ripam, Aogeros ad, 89 

- Steyle, Will, ate, 89 

Trappo, Hen., 88 
Jor., 88 
Nicb., 89 

Yvone, Sancto, W. Viearioi^ MtM 

{d) Stnkeley (Hull.) 
Aristot, Will.. 96 

Benereht, Sim., 96 

Chacedc, Sym.. 90 
Culdmortone, Rob. de, 96 



FftbtT, Tbom., 89 



Fabcr, Alex.. 96 
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Filiiis Royse, Rob., 96 
Filius Thome, Hugo, 96 
Filius Unfridi, Steph.. 96 

Ilulot, Thom., 96 

Lewynus, 96 

MaiRarel, Frater W., 96 
Molcndinarius, Rio., 96 

Ordwy. Batcman, 96 



Peer, Hugo, 96 

Rastel, Bad., 96 

Salatiel. WUl., 96, 97 
Scot, Job., 96 
Seberin, Alex., 94 
Sioawe, Bad. de, 96, 97 

Wale, Thorn., 96 
Weston', Isabella do, 96 
Wyting, Bog., 96 



IV. THE ABBOT OF 

KING'S 

Alkcnuindcbyr*, Bcatricia uxor Will, 
de, 107, 108, 109, 110 
Johanna filia Will, de, 113, 114, 
115, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 
124, 128 
Will. de. 107, 124 
Angulo, Hugo in, 108, 111 
Ivo filius Hugonis in, 122 
Nich. in. 111 
Arnold, Cristina, 111, 112 
Nich., 108, 112, 118,114,121,122. 
125 
Ascherigge, Rog. de, 116 
Aspelon, Cristina uxor Thom. de, 113 

Thorn., 112, 113, 122 
Aula, Margeria uxor Nich. de, 116 
Nich. de, 108, 112, 122 

Bailof, Ric, 108 
Bernewell', Ric. de, 112 
Blaysworth', Will, de, 122 
Blurt, Rob., 107 
Brigtwokl, Joh., 125 

Thom., 121 
Brocton', Hen. de, 109 

Joh. de, 121 

Capellanus, see Carpentar 

Can^cntar', Barth. In, 126, 126 

Magistcr Will., 114, 120, 125, 126 

Carpun, Nich., Ill, 112 

Ric, 121 
Chapman, Hugo le, 108 

Clericus, Ivo, 109 



RAMSEY'S MANOR OF 
RIPTON. 

Thom., 120 
Clerk, Thom. le, 107, 109, 119 
Cupere, Thom., 114, 118, 120, 126 
Cuty, And., 108 

Den, Joh. le, 108 

Walt, le, 108 
Dike, Joh., 109,111, 115 

Ebor', Will, de, 124 

Eyr. Sim. le. 111. 112, 122, 124, 125 

Filius 
Brit', Barth., 108 
Heryei, Swayn, 123, 124 
Hugonis, Nich., 118 
Johannis, Nich., 117 
Badulfi, Barth., 123. 124, 125 
Simonis, Hen., 112 

Joh., 110, 112, 125 

Thom., Ill, 112, 118, 122, 125 
Walteri, Yvo, 109 
Willelmi, Alan, 117 

Joh., Ill, 114, 125 

Bog., 108, 109, 123, 124 

Will., 109, 123, 124 
Froyl, Joh., 124 

Gilbert, Warinus, 111 

Grading, Hen., 125 
Hugo, 107, 108, 119, 112, 122 
Matillis relic ta Hugonis, 122 
Bog., 122 

Grauel', Joh. de, 111 

Graylord,' Hugo, 122 
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Hale, Beatricia de, 113. 114 
Job. de, 113 

luyngeho, Will, de, 109 
Juel. Rob., 122 

Kellawe, Nicb. Alius Rog. de, 12G, 127 
Rob. filius Rog. de. 126, 127 
Rog. de. 120, 127 

Kcniowe, Rog. de, 121 

Mayn, Bartb.. 121, 122 
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